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READER MIGHT FORGET AND WISH TO ItEFBR TO. 


.4 fhninistrador —.Agent. 

AUtmeda —^Public walk with trees. 

A ffuador —W ater-canler. 

A lacran —Scorpion. 

Anqwra —Coating of stamped gilt leather, edged with little bells, 
which covers Ihe backs of the horses. 

Arriero —Mnleteer. 

Arroha —Spanish weight of twenty-fiye pounds. 

Azotea —^The flat roof of a house. 

Barranca —Ravine. 

Botica —Apothecary's shop, 

<?aUe —Street 

Cargadoree —Men who carry loads. 

Chingmrito —Spirit made from sngar-cahe. 

(^kiU —^Hot peppers. .. . . 

C<mpadre and (7om(i<fre--Godfather and Godmother: names.by whi^h 
two persons address each other who have held the same ohlld 
at the baptisxual font, or have been sponsors; together at a 
riage, &c. 

Canonigo —Canon or prebendarj^ 

C&micos —Actors. 

Camarista —^Lady of honour. 

Bia de Anos —Birthday. 

Duties —Sweetmeata 
JOiario —^Daily newspaper. 

Frisorvs —^Large horses from the north. 

Funcion —^Solemnity—^festival. 

FrijoUs —Browif beans. 

Oalopina —Kitcbcn.girL 
f7arfc<wMfo«-~Chick-peas, Cicer Arictinum, 

Oachupin —^Name given to the Spaniard in Mexico^. , 



GLOSSARY. 



x>ner. 
ble 

[ honours, 
antiy-place. 

p wamr —Sugar plantation. 

-Bisablod soldiers, 
arthen jar. 

X^rdnieA—'Bobbers. 

Beggars—low persons; 

Jjitirit —^liitter. 

Monte Pip —^Office where money is lent on security. 

Irandy distilled from pulque, 

Jloak made of cloth, witti a hole in the middle for putting 
the head through. 

JVbtao«-^Betrothed persons. 

Mmstro Amo—Our Matter, used in yaking of the hosSL 
Ojo de Afftia —Spring of water. 

Portales —Covered porticoes supported by columns 
Pulqueria —Shop where pulque is sold. 

>«««)—Public walk. 

Pace, pacing. 


P«d>t»<)--'Oodfather. 

Plaza —Square. 

Patio —(^ourt-yard. 

Petate —^Matting. 

Pohlana —^Woman of Puebla. 

'Pronunckmiento —A revolution in Mexico. 

Pronunciadoe —^I’hose who revolt. 

Rancho —A farm. 

Ranchero —A farmer. 

Rehozo —A scarf that goes over the head. 

Rf^a —^Iron grate. 

Sopilote —Species of carrion vulture. ‘ 

Serap^K woollen blanket more or less fine, with a hole'for the head 
to goH^hrough. 

Traepaso —Conveyance, transfer, “gobd-wilL'' 
iTtlmo—Indian cloak. 

Tierrn colteate—The hot lond^ 


TirUAia —An evening part^.' 

abritMo-^Species of thin cakbi 
irorh7i(»r«-^W[oman who bakes tortillas, 
Vma —Joint-stock in gambling. ' 

Vomito —^Name given to the yellow fever. 
Venta —^Ihn. 


LIFE O KEXJCQ. 


'ms morning, at ten o’clock, we flteppjsd'on bbai^ the^eteamwbei^^ 
Hercules,” destined to < convert wta mt packet with ite^noitii^^ 
lame, The day was fog^ and g^tOosny, ' refusing' to> hb colik* 
.irtcd even by a» occasional sixi^ from* the sun* All ]irognost|*»< 
ated that the Norma” would not sail to-day, bat^*' wheio •there’s « 
/ilJ,” &c. 

’The ‘‘Norma” was. anchored at one of the most beautil^l points 
}f the bay, and the steam-boat toWed us five nyies, until we had 
)a6scd the Narrows. The wind was contrary, but the day, began to 
:lear up, and the sun to scatter the watery clouds. 

The pilot has left us, breaking our last Ihdc with the lafid; We 
itill see the mountains of Neveisiuky and. tlie'lighthouse>of-'8andy 
d;ook. The sun is setting, and in a few minutes wu must take our 
cave, probably for years, of places long fimiilijiur.io un 

8l8t.-^Three days have pa^^di without anything wcoethy of notice 
iiaving occurred, except that wO.already fedb the dit^ronee^of tern* 
iieraturc. The passengersine erUiuringsea^kiieBs izraUits phaseSR' 

This morning opened vrith an angry dispute between''two of thO' 
f<:entlemcn, on the subject of Cuban iot|eaes,i aiM: 11^ by 

applying to each other epithets whlcbfjioweu^ in^^^y'tci^ 
deserved, were certainly ratW sttong; but by.difiizisw-l^^ 
amicably engaged in conooOtIngv to^^her an^eamsBii^^ 
f/aspackos: a sort of salad,, composed, of :b;»i^ o% vinegar, aficed 
onion and garlic; and the fattest one deelaimi^tl^rust 
a dish of ywpatJtosj with plenty of gmllb iu it, xnakes^him feel as 
fresh as a rose. Hb most indeed be a pexfeet bouquet 

Ist November .—A fiur wind after a i^ing; night, and strong hopes 
of seeing the Bahama Banks' oh Sunday. Most people are now 
gradually ascending from^ the lower regions, anddrag^ng themselvts 
on deck with pale and dejected countenances. 1 have passed all 
day in readings after a desultory fashion, “Les Ehfsns d’l^ouardf’ 
by Casiinir Dclavigne, Washington Irving, D’Israeli’s ” Curiosities of 
Literature,” &c.; and it is rather singular that; while there is a very 
tolerable supply of English and French books here, I see but one or 
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behind like a black insect with hi.ufh shonlders, and witlj a little 
black jjostilion on a hoi-se ov nmhr, with an enormous pair of boots 
and a lant;y nniforin. ,, 

Th(^ house in which, by the hospitality of the H-a fainily, avo 

arc installed, has from its Avindows, which front the bay, the most 
varied and intercstinj? view irua«fiiiable. As it is the first house, 
JSpaiAisli fashion, which I have enti‘red, T must describe it to you 
before I sicexj. The house forms a ^Teat stiuare, and you enter the 
court, round Avliich arc the offices, the rooms for tlie negroes, coal- 
house, bath-room, &c. and in tho middle of Avhich stand the A'olantes. 
Proceed tip-stall’s, and enter a large gallery Avhicli runs all round the 
house. Pass into the sala., a lai’go cool apartment, Avith marble 
floor and tables, and chamst^Jontfites unth elastic cushions, chaii-s and 
arm-chairs of cane. A drapery of Avhite muslin and blue silk di¬ 
vides tliis from a second and smaller drawing-room, now serving as 
iny dressing-room, and beautifully lifted up, with (lothio toilet- 
table, inlaid maliogaiiy bureau, marble centre and sidc-itablcs, line 
mirrm-s, eano .sofas and chairs, green and gold paper. A drapery of 
Avhit(^ innslin and rosc-colonred silk diAudes this from a bedroom, 
also litteil up with ail manner of elegancies. French beds Avith blue 
silk coA^erlids ami clear musquito cui’t.ains, and line lace. A dra]K*ry 
divides this on one side from the gallery, and this room opens into 
othei*s Avhieh run all round the house. The floors arc marble ,or 
stucco, the roofs beams of pale blue Avood placed transversely, ami 
the whole has an air of agreeable coolness. Everything is handsome 
Avithout being gamly, and admirably p,dapted for the climate. Tho 
sleeping apartments have no Avindows, and arc dark and cool, Avhile 
the dvaAving-rooms have largo Avindows doAvn to tho floor, Avith green 
shnitei’s, k(‘pt cIosimI till the evening. 

'rile musqnitoi's liavo now commenced llieir evening song, a signal 
that it is time to put out the lights. 'J'he moon is shining on the 
hay, and a faint sound of military music is heard in the distance, 
Avhile the siiii moans witli a sad hut not nn[)lcasing monotony. 'Fo 
all these sounds T retire to rest. 


LElTKll IT. 

1 ^th Xovemher 

IVk expected hospitality and a good reception, hut cm-tainly all our 
expectations have been surpassed, and the last lew days have been 
spent in such a. round of festivity, that not a moment has been left 
for writing. 

Lust evening avc found time to go to the theatre, 'riie opera Avas 
“ Lucia di Lamnn*rinoor.” Tlie dovna^ La Eossi, has a voice 

of much sweelricss, sings corre<;tly and Avith taste, is graceful in her 
moA'-^nnentj^, hut sadly deficient in strength. 

Tho General de la Marina (AntjUce, admiral of the station) called 
som<‘ days ago, ami informed us that there is a hrig-of-war destiiieil 
to convey us to Vera (h’uz. 

Tlie heat to-day is terrible, Avith a siiflbcating south Aviiid blowing, 
and, Aven; the houses not built as they are, avouUI he mihcarable. 
'The dinner is soi’A'cd in the gallery, Avhich is spacious and cool. 
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4.ftcv dinner, Sotior Don P-o H-~—rose, and, addressinj? ' 

(*-11, ]>ronoiinced a poetical impromptu, cornTnomovatiiig the lato 

victory of Jv«^piirteroi and cont^ratiilatiii.^ C-n on his mission to 

the Mexienu vopnblic. Wo then adjoiirncd to the halcony, where 
till' air was (U-licrhtfnl, a cool evening breeze having suddenly spning 
M]). A largo ship, full sail, and various barques, passed the Moto. 
'I'hero were negroes with bai*o legs walking on tho wall, carrying 
])arcels, kc .; volantes passing by with their hlack-eycd occupants, 
in full dress, short sleeves, and flowers in their hair; wcll-drossed, 
iiiartial-lrwiking Spanish soldiers’marching hy, and making tolerably 
iVoi! remarks u])on the ladies in. the volantes. . . . Wc laid a visit 

from tho captain^geneval. 

17th.—Yesterday wo wont to seethe procession of tlie patron saint, 
San Ci’istohat, from the balconies of tho Yntendoncia. It is a fine, 
spacious Imilding, and, together with the i-aptain-geiierars ])alaci‘, 
stands in tho Plaza de Armas, which was crowded with negroes and 
nogresses, afl dressed in white, with white muslin and blonde man¬ 
tillas, framing and showing off fheir dusky phj-siognomios. 

Two regiments, with excellent bands of music, conducted tho 
]iroccssion, coiniiosed of monks ami inicsts. San ('rislohal, a. largo 
lignvo with thick gold logs, surrounded by gohl aiyaels with gohl 
wings, w'as carried by tt> tin* music of “A'wew* ht fromba^** to wiiich 
wore adapted tlio words of a hymn in praise of Ijiherty. 

A splendid (^itcrtainment was given us to-day by Cleneral M-o. 

Ills house is large and cool; the dinner, as usual, in tho galloiy; 
and although there were ninety-seven guests, and as many negroes 
in waiting, the luait Ava.s not op]wessivc. Tho jewels of tho ladiqg 

wcvi' superb, especially tho diamonds <»f the M-family; sprays, 

ncekhuics, earrings, really beautiful. Tb<^ Manpiesa do A- wotcj 

a S'i, of (’luevalds IIk? size of small eggs. She had a pretty, graceful- 
looking danghtor with her, with heautifid eyes. Even the men were 
Avell sprinkled with diamonds and nibies. 

The •dess(‘rfc, for variety and (quantity, was a real curiosity. 
Immense vases and camhiabi’a of alahasUn* wtio placed at different 
distanci's on the table, and Jmndrods of porcelain dishes were filled 
with swcctiiK'ats and fruits; .sAveelmeats of every description, from 
the little imrintjw called “montlifnl for a (picen,’' to the hlauo mange 
made of aaptremc <h volmlh and milk. 

Alter dinner our health was druifk, a?id another poetical address 
]nonounced. Tho evening coueliidcd with music and the Havana 
coiitie-daueos. 

20tli.—Yesterday being the Queen of Spain's birthday, a dinner 
was given to us at the Ynteudeiicia. 'I’lie houwA in size is n i)ala( e, 
and tin.* apartimmts are innumerable. The dinner very elegant, and 
tlK‘ dessert arranged in another room—a curiosity as usual forprofusion 

and varietN. Her Majesty’s liealth w'as proposed hy Don D-o 

H-Avcll-timecl, that all the guns of tho forts Jire«l a, 

^.■liutl', it being sunset, just as the toast was concluded, Avliieh^vas 
drunk willi real enthusiasm and hearty good-Avill. Aeconling to 
SjaiiJish cj^stoin, the aiistooracy generally se tuioirnt, and call i^ich 
otlierhy tneiAJhiistian names; indeed, they are almost all connected 
!>v intennarriages. You may guess at an inferior in rank, only hy 
tle*ir increased resjK'ct towards him. 

We stood on the balcony in tlio evening. The scene was beau- 
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tiful, the tempeTatiirc rather warm, yet delicious from th<‘ softness^)! 
the hrecz»\ The moon rose so bright that she seemed Jike^ the smi 
shiuiug through a silvery veil. Groups of tigui^^s were saunhuing 
about in-the square, under the trees; and two hands, having stationtMl 
themselves with lamps and music, ])Iaycd alternately ])ieces from 
Mozart and Bellini. We regrette<l leaving so delightful a scene for 
the theatre, where wo aiTiv^jd in time to lujar J^a l^antanelli sing an 
rtrttf, dressed in helmet and tunic, and to sec “La Jota Aragonesa” 
danced by twi) handsome Spanish girls in good stylo. 

23rd.—^'Po-morrow we sail in the “Jason," should the wind not ])rove 
contrary. Visits, dinners, and parties have so occu])ied our lime, that 
to write has Ix'cn next to impossible. Of the country we have, from 
the same reason, seen little, and the people we are only ac(piainte«l 
with in full dress, which is not the way to judge of them truly. One 
morning, indeed, we dedicated to viewing tiuj’works of the Yntoii- 
dente, tlie raih’oad, and the water tilterem. He and the countess, 
and-a party of friends, accompanied us. * 

The country through wdiich tluj railroad passes is flat and rather 
monotonous; nevertheless, the numbers of wild flowers, which js.])- 
pcared for the most part of the convolvidus species, as we glanci'd 
]>}ist them; the orange-trees, the clumps of palm and <*ocoa, the 
])laiitain with its gigantic leaves, the fresh gro(‘n cotfee.plaiit, the 
Holds of sugar-cane of a still brighter green, the luilf-naked negroes, 
the low ivoodcn huts, and, still more, the scorcliing suif in the mouth 
of November; all were new to us, and siilHcient to remind us of tlio 
leagues of ocean we had travei’scd, though this is but a leaf on our 
y^yiige. 

Of courst^, T could not leavti Havana without devoting one moi ning 
to shopping. The shops have most se<luciiig iiam(‘S: “Hope," 
“Wonder," “Desire," &c. The French modistes sc*em to he wisely 
improving their time, by charging respcKjtahle prices for their work. 
The slmpke(;pcrs bring their goods out to tlje volaiite, it not being 
the fashion for ladies to enter tlic sho])s, though 1 bsdf the ])]iv jJ<‘g(j 
of a foreigner to infringi^ this rule occasionally. Silks and satins 
very dear, hure and muslin very reasonahh*, was, upon the whole, the 
result of my investigation; but as it only lasted two hours, and that 
my s(de ]»urclia8es of any consequence were an imlispcuisahlo man- 
tiila and a ])air of earrings, I give my opinion for the present M'ith 
due diftide.nce. < 

I can speak with more decision on the subject of a grt‘at hall given 

us by th(i Countess F-^a, last evening, which was really sn])crl). 

'J’hc whole house wjis throwm open; th<jre were a sphmdi*! sup])er, 
quantities of ryfreshmeiits, and the y. hole select aristo(a*acy of Ha¬ 
vana : diamonds on all the w'omen, jewels and onhus on all the qu'n, 
magnificent lustres and mirrors, ancl a capital hand of music. 

The cai)taiu-general was the only individual in a plain dress. 11(5 
made himself very agieeable, in good French. Al)out one hundred 
coiqjlc stood up in each countiy dance, but the rooms are so large, 
and so judiciously lighted, that we did not feel at all warm. Waltzes, 
(luadrilles, and thos(5 long Spanish dances, siiccei'ded e^:h other. 
Almost all the girls have tine eyes and heautirnl figures, hm tli(\v an; 
without colour, or much animation. The tiiuist diamonds wine those 

oi’ the Countess F-a, particularly her necklace, which was unde- 

mahh\ 
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WiiUtiii!; throiipfli the rooms after 8uj)per, we were amused to see 
•the n(ijj:r(»t\s and nogresses lumping tliemselves plentifully to the sweet- 
'viiica.ts, tiiicorUing fu||d drinking fresh bottles of (champagne, and de¬ 
vouring ever} thing on the supper tables, without the slightest eonccru 
for the presence either of their master or mistress; intact, behaving 
Jike a multitu<l<! of s])oilt children, who are sure of meeting with in- 
tlulgenee, and presumi; ujioii it. 

Towards moniing we w(‘re led down stairs to a large suite of 
roopis, contJiining a library of several thousand volumes; Avliere eof- 
fet'., cakes, iS:e. Avere prepared in hcautilul SevT<*s porcohiiti and gold 
plate. We left the house, at Jjist, to the music of the national Jiymii 
of Spain, which struck u]) as wo passed through the gallery. 

Should the north wind, the dreaded norte^ not blow, w^e sail to- 
morrow^ and have s])ent tljc day in receiving tarewell visits. 

My next Jotter will be dated on hoard the “Jason.” 


J.ETrER Jll. 


“ 21//t Nuremher. 

MTtis morning, at six o’clock, we breakfasted, tog<*tUor with Captain 

Estrada, the ( •mmander of tin* “Jas«>n,” at the Casa H-a; and 

th(i wind being lair, repaired shortly afksr in vfilantos to th<‘ wiiarf, 
accompanied by our hosjutable host, and several of our ac(juain- 
tarjces; (‘utevod the l>oat, looker! oui- last of the I’alaee and tlu^ 
Yntendencia, and of llavajialtself, w here avc had arrived as strangers, 
and which now, in fifteen days^^ had begun to assume a funiiliar as- 
la'ct, and to a]>pear interesting in our eves, by the mere force of 
lunuan Kym]>athy: and were transported to the ship, when^ a line of 
maviucs, drawn n]> to receive us, ]U’esented arms as w'e entcri'd. iiie 
morning was beautiful; little wind, hut fair. We took Ii'avt^ of our 
fik'iids, waved our hand kerchiefs to the halconit's in rel urn for sig¬ 
nals from scareely-distinguishaldo figures, passed beuealh the red- 
linto<l Cabana and the stately Moro, and were oncti more ujuui the 
dee]>, with a n'luemhrunoo behind and a hope before us. Uur 
fjnHtim (hrigantimd is a.handsome vessel, with twenty-live, guns, 
live oJlict‘rs, a doctor, chajJain, and j)m'se.r, and on<; hundred and 
fifty men. 

Wo find the commander very attentive, and a perfect genthiumn, 
like almost all of his class, and though very young in ai»peararic(f, 
lie has been twenty-nine years in the service. , 

25111.—The weather delightful, and the ship going at the rate of 
livt‘ knots an hour. The accommodations in a brig not dostim^d for 
passengers are of course limited. There is a large cabin for the 
ofiic*ei-s, separated by a smaller one, belonging to the captain, which 
lie has given up to us. 

2t)tli.—Litthi wdnd, hut a day of such abominably cruel 
as they call them, that one is tempted to find rest by jumping oyer- 
lioard. Everything broken or breaking. Even the cannons disgorges 
their balls, which fall out by their own weight. 

28th.—We have had tw'o days of perfect weatln^r, though very 
warm; the sky blue, without one cloud. To-day we arc on tlie 



losing an hour or so of fair wind, and catching a preposteions mini 
l)er of fish of immense size. 'J’he water was so. clear, that we oouf 
sec the fish rush and seize tiic bait us fast us it thrt)wu in. Sonu; 
times u huge shark would bite the iisli in two, so that tlie poorfinn^ 
creature was between Scylla and Oharyhdis. These^ fish are callet 
cfierne and pargo^ and at dinner were pronounced good. At length i 
shark, in its wholesale greediness, seized the bait, and feeling the 
hook in his horrid jaw, tugged most fiercely to rcleasi; hinis(.‘lf, hut ii 
vain. Twelve sailors hauled him in, when, with distended jaws, hi 
seemed to look oht for the legs of the men, whin eupon they rammei 
the hutt-end of a harpoon down his throat, which put a stop to al. 
further proceedings on his part. He was said to be ijiiitc young, pci' 
haps the child of doting parents. The juvenile monster had, how¬ 
ever, alriiady cut three rows of teeth. 

1st Hecemher.—^We arc now about thirty leagues from Vera Cruz, 
and if the wind blows a little fresher, may rcacli it to-naorrow. This 
is Sunday, but the chaplain is too sick to say mass, and the beat is 
intense. 

12nd.—An unpleasant variety: a norte! I knew it w^as coming on, 
only by the face of the first lieutenant when ho looked at the baro¬ 
meter. His countenance fell as many degrees as the instrument. 
The hreeze is very light, but our entry iiiie port will be delayed; for, 
on the coast, these winds are most devoutly dreadiM^ It has rained 
all day, and, notwithstanding the rolling i»f the shij), we attein]>ted 
a game at chess, but after having tried tAvo games, abandoned it in 
diHipaiv, a ^'balance'’ having, at the most interesting period of each, 
'overturned the hoard, and loft the victory undccid(‘d, somewhat after 
the fashion of Homer’s goddess, when she enveloped the contending 
armies in a cloud. 

5tli.—^^riie w'cather is channiiig, but the south-west wind holds 
most iniidacahly, and the barometer has fallen five or six degrees; 
whicji, added to other signs of the times kuow'n to navigators, causes 
all liands to preparti for tlie dreaded enemy. 

6th.—Job nevtii* was on hoard a ship. A norther, not a very 
severe one, hut Avhat they call a norte chocohitero: that is, its shock 
tore a sail in tw'o, as J tear this sheet t)f paper. The most ingenious 
person 1 see is the “master of tlie sails." He sews most excessively 
quick and well. 'J’owards eveering the wind calmed; hut the ship, 
tossed upon a liorrihly swelletl sea, hocamii a mortal ]mrg{itt>ry. Still 
the wdiid is lulled, though Humboldt ami others say that a norte must 
last forty-eight hours, and we have only had it for twenty-four. We 
shall see. 

7th.—A most lionibhi night! My liammock, wdiieh J had foolishly 
preferred to a bed, not having room to swing in, threw me. furiously 
against the wall, till fearing a hrokeii head, 1 jumped out and lay 
on the floor. To-tlay there is a coinparatu'e calm, a faint continua¬ 
tion of the norte, which is an air with variations. Evcrytliing now 
seems melancholy and monotonous. AVo have been tossed about 
during four days in sight of V'^era Cruz, and are now' farther from it 
timn before. Tbi^ officers begin to look miserable; oven the cook 
with difficulty preserves las equilibrium. 

Sunday, 8th.—A norte! The sky is watery, and covered with 
shapeless masses of reddish clouds. This is a great day amongst all 



Spanish Catholics: La Viryen €h la Coneepdm^ the patroneSb i 
Spain and the Indies; hut no mass to-day; the padre sick and the 
norte hJowing. What a succession ol* long faces—walking haro- 
mei.ei's! 

‘Jtli.—Yesterday evening the Mdnd lield out false hopes, and every 
one brightened up with caution, for the wind blew, though faintly, 
from the right quarter. The rain ceased, the w eather cleared, and 
“Hope,* the charmer,'’ smiled upon us. 'I'ho greater was our disap¬ 
pointment when the breeze died awray, when the wind veered to the 
north, and w’hen once more the most horribh) rolling seized the 
unfortunate “Jason,” as if it were possessed by a demon. Finding 
it impossible to lie in my hammock, I stretched myself on the 
lloor, where, during a night that seemed intorminaf)lo, wo W'ere 
tossed up and down, knoeked against the furniture, and otherwise 
maltrcatiid. 

10th.—^'fhis evening, to the joy of all on hoard, arose the long-de¬ 
sired l..e<*ze. 'J’lic ship went slowly and steadily on her course, at 
iiist foiir, then eight kimts an hour. Tlie captain, how'ovor, lookcMl 
douhtingly; and, indeed, hnvards morning, the wuiid changed to the 
south, and our hoj)es di(’d away. 

IGtli.—P*iv(‘ days nmn* ptwsed with a eoniinuation (*f contrary 
winds and eonstaiit rolling. ,W*‘ furtber from hope than we were 
fourteen days ago. (•a])taiin oflice*re, stiilors, all seem nearly <lis- 
heartened. This mornuig they caught the most beautiful fish I ever 
hclield, of tne dolpliin species—tlu^ Cleoi>atra of the ocean; about 
four feet long, ap])aiently eiitindy composed of gold, ami studded 
w’itli turijiioises. It (diang*‘d cohnir in dying. 'Pliere is a proverb, 
which tlie sailors are repeating to each other, not very encouragiftg 
es el viaga del Orinoco. Qi/^ el que no se mmio, se imlvio loco.*' 
“’this is ilu! voyage of the Orinoco, in which he who did not die 
lu'camo crazy.” 

ntJi:—S]>oke a gokia, wliieh came clo.se up by our vesstd, ami 
S(u.‘med to have a miserable set on hoard; amongst othei’s, a worthy 
]mir from Havana, who have just come out of i>risoii, having been 
accused of nuirde.ring a negro. 'Hn* wind continues contrary. 1 
shall fold U]) this sea-scrawl, and writt‘ no more till we reach Ycra 
Cruz. 


LETTER IV. 


Vera Cruz^ ISlh iJeccmher. 

This morning, tlio sanguine hoped and the des))onding feared ; for 
tile wind, though inclining to la brisitj seemcMl uiiJikely to jirovtj 
suliiciently strong to cnahle ns to reach Vera Cruz—this being the 
tw'enty-fifth day since whj left Havana; a voyage that, in a steanu^r, 
might he performed in three days, and in a sailing-vessel, witlfa fair 
wind, is made in six or sevep. About noon, th(‘ aspect of things 
lieeanie m<jio favouriihlc. The breeze grew' stronger, and wiili*it oui- 
hopes. 

At last appeared in view', faintly, certain spires beside the low' 
sandy laud, w'hicli for some time w'e had anxiously watched, and at 



Juan de Ulloa, of wavliko memory. By slow but surti decrees ife 
neared the shore, until Vera Cruz, iu all its ugliness, b(?caiue visible 
to om- mueh-wearied (‘yes. * 

Anything more meUmelioly, ffe?4thri:, and forlorn, than tlu* whole 
appearance of things as we drevy near, cannot well be imagined. Uii 
one side, the fort, w'ith its black and red walls: on the otluw, the 
miiwrable, black-looking city, with lumh^s of large, black birds, called 
sopihtes^ hovering over some dead carcass, or Hying lu^avily along iu 
search of carrion. Still, as the goal of our voyagt?, even its dreary 
aspeet was welcome, and the very hills of red sand by which it is 
surrounded, and which look like the deserts of Arabia, ai)]>earc(l 
inviting. 

^ A boat, full of ccxdted hats, was now seen approaching from tin; 
city, containing tli<} consul in full uniforjji, and other authoririt'S. 

C- 11 having sent for and obtained permission from the governor 

to permit the “Jason,” coiitrary to established usag(js, t()rfiiich()r be¬ 
neath the castle, a salute of twenty guns was liiW from our '^hij). 
Being ui>ori deck, J was nearly sulfocatcd with smoke and i)o\\dcr, 
A salute of the same nuiiiher of caiiuoii A^as thtui tired trom tlu^ 
castle, in honour of the first Spanish man-of-war that has appe-ared 
in this port siinx* the Jhnmlution. 

And now we lucparcd, before the sun went down, to l(‘ave oiii 
w^atery prison; and tlu; cajitaiii’s boat being luaiine.tl. and liaviiig 

taken leave of the (jttie<.*rs, we—that is, C-n, the. eomniander, ai-cl 

I, and my Kreiieh maid and lier French jKKxlh^ —got into it. Tlu'-i 
came a salute of twenty guns irom the ‘‘Jason” in our bon(»ur, and 
Wf. rowed olf amidst elonds of smoke. 'IMauj tla^ fort gave us welcome 
with the same iiumher of gnus, artd amidst all this eaunonading, we 
w'(ue landed at the w barf. 

A singular spt'ctaclo the wharf jirescnted. A cto\v< 1. ;e far as tlie, 
eye could reach, of all ages and se.vcs of Vera (.)ric:ians (and a ' ^ry 
curious set they seemed to be), were assembled to witness bis e.\- 
(‘elloney’s arrival. Some liad no pantaloons; and otlu rs, to ma.l.<“ 
up for their neighbours’ delicieiicies, had two pair: tlie u])per slit 
lit) Ibe sid(M»f tlie l(‘g, Ab^xicau fashion. All had large hats, with 
silver or bead rolls, and ev(‘iy tinge <U' dark eom])lexion, from tlu; 
pure ludiaii ujnvanls. Some dresses were entindy eom])osed of rags, 
clinging together by tlie attraction of cohesion; others had (»nly a 
few holes to let in the air. All wvve crowding, jostling, and nearly 
throwing each other into the water, and gazing with faces of intt‘nse 
curiosity. 

But a plume of coloured feathers was seen towT,ring above the 
eopper-eoloured’ erow'd, and immediate j)assag(^ was made for an 
iiidt‘-de-eainp from the governor. Clonerul (luadalupe Victoria. He 
was an imnumsely tall man, in a shovy unif(>rm all covered Avith 
gold, with colossal epanh^ttes and a toAveri ng phiiin; of rainbow- 

coloured feathei’S. He brought to C-n the Aveleomo and eongra- 

liilations of the geimral, and thosii Spanish offers of serviix; and de¬ 
votion which sound agreeably, Avhatever he their triu; value. 

Wv now began to move through the crowd, Avliieh foiiined a line 
on either side to let us pass, and entered the streets of Vera Ch’uz, 
Avhicli Avere crowded, balconies and all, and even rtnifs, Avith curious 
faces. Tlie guiird formed as avc passed, and struck up a march. U’he 



street is wide and clean, and we readied the house of’ 

Senor V-o, a rich merchant, formerly consul, where we are to re- 

si<le, followcMl to tlic tl^or hy the wliole population. We were received 
with ij:re{it hospitality, and found excellent rooms prepared for us. 
Tlie house is immensely larpfe and aiiy, built in a s<)uare, as they 
all ar(‘, but with that unfurnished, melancholy look which as yet 
this style of house has to nu!, though admirably adapted to the 
climate. 

J Ibiind a flennan piano in the drawing-room, pn which T. was glad 
to put my lingers after a month’s abstinence;. A number of geiitle- 

inen came in the evening to visit C-n. We were received by this 

family witti so much real kindness, that we soon found ourselves 
perfei tly at home. AVe had a phuitiful sujipcr, lish, meal, wine, and 
cllocohib', fruit and sweetmeats; th<; cookery, Spanisli Ypra-Cruzified, 
A taste f)f the style w*ts enough for im;. garlic and oil enveloping 
nn‘ai, lish. and fowl. Avit h ]»im(mtos and ]>lantains, and all kinds of 
curious fruit,•which 1 cannot yet endure. Bed was not unwelcome, 
and most ronifbrlahh; beds we bail, Avith inusqiiito curtains, and 
sie ets and ])iJJo\vs all trimmed AA'ith vicli laec, sonnivorsal in Spanish 
jjnns(«s that is not, as w ith us, a luxury. But tin; musejuitoes had 
•‘nb,!v“! •' juie unguarded iuoment, and thi*y and the heat were 
uilnd/--’.: ep 

lot‘i p('n<;d my eyes this morning on the painting of a very 
iovtlv. lonmii Avhiel. hung, nuA’alued and ill-framed, in one corner 
<)f't oe ,,, I ment. At eiglit, rose and dressed, and AATUt to breakfast, 
lleie, wlien ihere are two guests whom they wish to distinguish, the 
■■:eiilU ia:in is plactid at the head ol the table, and his lady beside 
him. 

r(» iiu n<;thing can <-xe<‘ed the sadness of the aspect of this city 
.iiul of its en/irmis' mountains of moving sand, formed hy the vio- 
Ic'iK e of Ui(‘ north w inds, and whieli, hy tlie ri‘lU‘ction of the sun's 
ruAs, must greatlA iiu‘r(‘as(! the suflbeating heal, of the atmosphere. 
Tlie scejH* uiMv ri'semble toe ruins of Jerusalem, though without its 
siihliinitA. 'ria; houses see.tn hlackmicd by tire; there is not a car¬ 
riage on the streets: nolJiing hut the men with the wirle troiisci's slit 
iij»tlie side’ <»j’ the leg, iiiniu nse; jiats, and blankets, or serrfjn's: merely 
a cJeised blanket, mon; or I«‘ss tim*, Avith a hoJi; for the h(;ad to go 
through; and tlie Avouien wntli reftozos, long eoloiired-cotton scaiis, 
or ])ieees of ragged stulf, thrown ov^r the lu-ad and crossing over 
the left slioiilder. Add to this, the sopi'otes cleaning tlio streets: 
disgusting hut useful scaveiigei-s. 4'he.se valuable birds have black 
feathers, with gray lieads, beaks, aiul lV*el. Tliey tiy in troops, and 
at night jievch upon the trees, 'fhey arc not ri'puhlieaj^i, nor »lo th(*y 
appear inclined to declare their independence, having kings, to whom 
it is said they pa}’ so miicli respect, that if one of tlie royal species 
arriv(‘8, at the same time Aviili a plebeian sopilote, in siglit of a dead 
body, tlie latter humbly Avaits till the sovereign lias devoured his 
sliari;, before be ventures to apywoach. 

'J'hiue is much deliberation as to tbc mode in wliicli w'c are To 
travel to Mexico. Some propose a coach, others a lit fra; others ad¬ 
vise us to tal«i3 the diligence. AVhile in this indecision, Ave hacTa 
visit lliis morning from a remarkable-looking character, IJon Miguel 

S-, agent fortlioxliligcnccotlioc in Mexico: a tall, dark, energetic- 

looking person. He recommends the diligence, and offers, by uc- 

}i 
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length wc could distinguish liouses and churches, and tlic fort of San 
Juan de IJJloa, of warlike incnioiy. By slow but sure rlcgrces vfc 
neared the shore, until V'era Cruz, in all its ugliness, Ixjcannr visible 
to our niiich-wearied <‘yes. 

Anything niort^ inelancholv, fUMtrC‘, and forlorn, than the whole 
appearance of things as wc drew near, cannot well be imagined. Cn 
one side, the fort, with its black and red walls; on the other, the 
miserable, black-looking city, with hordes of large, black birds, callc<l 
sopilofes, hovering over some dead carcass, or Hying licavily along in 
seaich of carnon. Still, as tlic goal of our voyage, even its dr<;ary 
aispcct was wclc(nne, and tlic very hills of red sand by which it is 
surrounded, and which look like the dcs<,‘rt.s of Arabia, api>cared 
inviting. 

A boat, full of cocked hats, was now S(;on aiijuoaching from tli(‘ 
city, containing the consul in full uniform, and otlun* authorities. 
C-n having sent for and obtained permission from the govenau¬ 

to ]kermit the. •‘.Jason,” enritrary to ostahlished usages, torfiuclmr he- 
rieath the castle, a salute of twenty guns was tired fioni our shij). 
Being u])on deck, J was nearly sullocated with sniokc and powder. 
A salute of the same niimher of cannon was then lireii from the 
<’astle, in honour of the iirst Spanish imm-of-vvar that lias appctari'd 
in this ixu't since the Revolution. 

And now we pvepanal, liefore the sun went down, to l(‘av(* our 
watery ])rison; and the captain’s boat being ^nanne(^. ami having 

taken leave of the oltieers, we—that is, C-n, tlu! eoiTimandev, and 

i, and my French maid and her French poodle—got into it. 'I'hesi 
came a. salute of twmitv guns fi<im the “.iason” in our Imummiv, ami 
wfj rowed olf amidst clouds of smoke. 'I’lien lh<! fori gave us welcome 
with the same numher of guns, artd timidst ail tliis cannonading, wc 
wm-e lamled at the wharf, 

A singular spectacle the wharf jiresented. A crowd, .r far as the 
eye eonbl ivac li, of all ages and sexes of Vera Orm.ians (and a \ .‘vy 
curious set they si.‘cim*,d to he), were assembled to witness bis e.N- 
c<*llency’s arrival. Some bad no (lantaloons; and otlau’s, to ma.l:e 
11 )) for their neighhours’ delicieneies, had two ))air: the n|)i>er slit 
lip the sitlir of the leg, Mexican fashion. All had lai-gx; Jiats, with 
silver or bead rolls, and every tinge of dark eomiilexioii, from the 
pure Indian ujiwanis. Some dresses were entirely comi)ose<l of rags, 
clinging together by the attraction of eoh<‘sion; others had only a 
few holes to let in the air. All wW erowiling, jostling, and nearly 
throwing each other into the water, and gazing with faces of intense 
curiosity. 

But a plume of coloured f(‘atliers w^as seen towering above’the 
copiior-cOloiired' crowd, and immediab' passage was made for an 
aide-de-camp from the governor, (,1cneral (ruadaluj)e Victoria. He 
was an immensely tall man, in a showy uniform ail covered with 
gold, with colossal epaulettes and a towering plume of rainbow. 

coloured feathers. He brought to C-^n the welcome and congra- 

tnlat*ioiis of the general, and tht^se Si>anish offers of service and de¬ 
votion whuHi sound agreeably, whatever he their tine value. 

W’fe now began to movt^ through the crowd, which foipned a line 
on either side to let us pass, and entered the streets of Vera C'niz, 
which were crowded, halconies and all, and even roofs, with curious 
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rii^ipal street is wide and clean, and we reached the house ot 
efior V-(), a rich merchant, formerly consul, where we arc to re¬ 

de, fidlowcd to the d 4 >or hy the whole population. We wv.rc received 
itii I'Teat lutspitality, and found excellent rooms prepared for us. 
h(‘ house is imnumsely large and aiiy, built in a wpian*, as they 
11 are, hut with that unfurnished, melancholy look wliich as yet 
lis stvle of house has to me, though admirably adapted to the 
liinate. 

.1 foiiml a (leruian piano in the <lraAving-room, gn which I was glad 
-) put my ling(.*rs after a month’s abstinence. A number of gcntlc- 

icn cjime in the evening to visit C-^n. We Avore received by this 

iuiily with so miudi real kindness, that avc soon found ourselves 
erfeetly at home. We had a jdi'iitiful supper, tisb, meat, Avine, and 
liocolate, fruit and sweetmeats; (he cookery, Spanish Vern-Oriizified. 

> taste of th(; stylo av*is enough for me, garlic and oil enveloping 
leat, tisb, Jind fowl, Avith ]>iinentos and plantains, and all kinds of 
iirious fiuit,*wliie]» 1 canm»t yet endure. Bed was not unwelcome, 
nd most comfortable tieds wc had, Avith ninK<iuito curtains, and 
ji ' Is ;ind j)iHows all trimmed with rich latre. so universal in Spanish 
icjcs ilisd is iu)t, as Avith ns, a luxury. But the mustpiitoes had 
)) .< .»>'! -1 '.imc unguarded iiiomeiit, and they and the heat Avere 
lirn'cal .p. 

IPih- j.( lied my eyes this morning on the painting of a A^cry 
)vel\ ;o])iKk whiei. hung, imA'ahuul and ill-framed, in one corner 
r tiiu riL At I'igJit, rose and dressed, and went to breakfast, 

ieve, n il- ii IIm n'. are two guests whom fhoy wish to distinguish, the 
entleiujin is p!ae<id at the head of the table, and his lady beside 
im. 

’i\.- lUL iMUliing can exc*ecd the sadness of the .'ispect of this city 
nd of its cii\ir..ns: mountains of moving sand, formed hy the \do- 
of the nortli Avinds, ami v.hieh, hy tln‘ reflection «)f the sun’s 
i\s, must greatly increase tlit‘ snJfocating lieat of the atmosphere, 
he seeiKi may resemhhi tiu; ruins of Jerusalem, though without its 
ihliniity. ’fhe houses scorn hlaekencd by tire; there is not a ear- 
iug»- on the streets: luAliing hut the men Avith the wide troiisei’s slit 
p the side of the. leg, immense hats, and Marikets, or spraju's: merely 
(losed blanket, more or less line, Avitb a hole ft>r the head to go 
liroiiLdi; aiid the women with long col on red-cotton scaifs, 

r ])i('ces of ragged stulf, thrown over the head ami crossing over 
He l(‘ft shouhhii*. A<ld to this, the sojulotes (‘leaning the streets: 
isgusting but useful scavengers. 'J'hese valuable birds have black 
;at liers, Avith gray beads, beaks, and fe(d. 'J’bey fly in troops, and 
t night porch upon the tnn^s. Tl:(‘y are not republican, nor do they 
jipear inclined to declare their indej>en(lence, huving kings, to whom 
i is said thi^y pay so much respect, that if one of the royal species 
ri ives, at the same time Avitli a plebeian sopilotu, in sight of a dead 
>ody, the latter humbly waits till the soven ign lias devoured his 
har(', before he ventures to approach. 

'J’here is much deliberation as to the mode in which we are to 
ravel to Mexico. Some propose a coach, others a litera; others ad- 
ise us to tal«(A the diligence. While in this indecision, we had^a 
isit this morning from a remarkable-looking character, Don Miguel 
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companying us, to ensure our safety from ao(;idents. He apj^oavs 
right. The diligence goes in four days, if it does not i^reak down. 
The coach takes any time we cliooso over that; 4 the lithiu nine or ten 
days, going slowly on mules with a sedan-chair motion. Tbe dili¬ 
gence has foo<l and beds provided for it at the inns, the others 
nothing. I am in favour of the diligence. 

C -^n called this morning on Greneval Victoiia. Found his ex¬ 

cellency in a large hall without furniture or ornament of any sort, 
without even chairs, and altogether in a style of more than repub¬ 
lican simplicity. He has just returned the visit, accompanied by 
his colossal aide-de-camp. 

General Guadalupe Victoria is perliaps the last man in a crowd 
whom one would fix upon as being the owner of the above high- 
sounding cognomen, whicli in fact is not his original, but his assumed 
name, Guadalupe being adopted by him in honour of the renowned 
image of the Virgin of that name, and Victoiia, with less liumility, 
to commemorate his success in batthi. He is aii lionestj’plain, down¬ 
looking citizen, lame and tall, some what at a loss for-con versation, 
apparently amiable and good-natured, but certainly ncitlier courtier 
nor orator; a man of undeniable bravery, capable of su]iporting 
almost incredible hardships, humane, and wlio has always provvitl 
liim8(3lf a sincere lover of what he, eonsidcavd ]ibt*rty, witliout ever 
having been actuated by ambitious or interested motives. 

The general is not mame<l, but appears ratlier deskous of entering 
the united state. He strongly recommends us to avoid broken bones 
by going in UthaSy at least as far as Jalapa. Having st.iunl)led about 
for some time in search of his eockt;d-liat, it was handed to liim by 
his aido,-d(;-ciimp, and ho took leave. 

We walked out in the evening to take a look of tlie environs, 

with Sefior V-o, the commaiidor of the “.Jason,” and s<'verat 

young ladies of the house. W(! walked in the direction of an old 
chureli, whore it is or was tlui custom for young ladies desirous of 
being married to throw a stone at tljo saint, their fortuni^ deiieiiding 
upon the stone’s hitting him, so that lie is in a lapidated and dila¬ 
pidated condition. Such environs! th(3 suiTouiuliug houses black 
with smoko of powder or with iire; a view of ban* red sandliills all 
round; not a tree, nor shrub, nor flower, nor bird, except the horrid 
bla(3k sopilote, or jiolicc-oftlcer. All looks ;i8 if f lu? pro[ih<*t Jeniniiah 
had passed through the city (l(jnouueing woe to tlui dwiillers thereof. 
Such a melancholy, wholly deserted-looking burial-ground as we 
saw! 

We returned to the house, and heard some ladies play upon a 
harp, so called; a small, light instrument in that form, but without 
pedals, so light that they can lift it with one hand; and yet the 
music they bring from it in surpi ising; one air after another,"a little 
monotonously, but with great ease an(l a certain execution, and with 
the additional merit of being self-taught. 

imagine that tliere must be a great deal of musical taste thrown 

v,'OXIlpauyjil% i«»,''VO' 'ciiouj.'C* uui“ SSiCvy'riOui' cSCtavicJ'iUS. xtc ajij|"alr» 

right. The diligence goes in four days, if it does not lireak down. 
The coach takes any time we choose over that-.jthe lithtu nine or ten 
days, going slowly on mules with a sedan-chair motion. The dili¬ 
gence has foo<l and beds provided for it at the inns, the others 
nothing. I am in favour of the diligence. 

C -^n called this morning on General Victoria. Found his ex¬ 

cellency in a large hall without furniture or ornament of any sort, 
without even chairs, and altogether in a style of more than repub¬ 
lican simplicity. Ho has just returned the visit, accompanied by 
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*2M .—We walked' about the city yesterday, and retnniied visits. 
The streete are clean, and some feiv churches tolerably handsome. 

The cdmicox came iA the moiTiinp: to offer us the C(*ntre box in the 
tlieatre, it lieing the benefit niffht of Dofia Inoeencia Martincis, from 
Madrid, a favourite of the public, and in fiict a pretty woman and 
jxood rf)niic actixiss. ITie theatre is small, and, they say, generally 
dcsorttnl, but last night it was crowded The dro^)-sccne represents 
the Fine Arts, who arc so fat that their condition lietc must b(! 
flourishing. We were, however, agreeably disappointed in the per- 
lorinance, which was the “ S(‘giiii(la Dama Duende,” nearly a trans¬ 
lation from the “7A>w?wo AV/*,” and A’cry amusing; ftill of oxeeUeni 
coups ife thsalrt . Doha Inoeencia, in her various chai’a^ters, jis domino, 
servant-girl, ahhess, &c!. was very handsome, aial acted with great 
spirit. Moreover, she. and her sister, wdth two Spaniards, dauiicd 
tlie “Jota Aragonesa” in iK*rf(x:tion, so that 'we sptmt a pleasant 
evening, up<. 4 i tlic w'holc, within the piecim ts of the city of the 
True Cross. 

'ro-morrow is the day fixed for our departure, and we shall not bo 
sorry to leave tliis place, although this house is excellent, a whole 
suite of rooms given to us, nnti mdthev ceveniony nor getie. of any 
sort. The wt^atlier is <‘ertainh' hoautiful The heat may he a littlo 
oppressive m the middle of the day, but the evenings are cool and 
delightful. 

bad a visit yesterday from th^ English and French consuls. 
M. <lo-]irophcsics broken arms unci dislodged teeth, if we per¬ 

sist in our plan of taking the diligeiic<‘; but, all things balanced, we 
think it ])releral>lc to every <»tiier conveyance. General Victoria re> 
turned to see us this morning, and wjis very civil and amiable, offer¬ 
ing very cordially cAcvy service and assisfaJire in his power. We 
are to list* to-morrow at two, l»eing invited tcj Im^akfast with General 
Santa Anna, at his country-geHt, Manga de ClaA'o, a few leagues 
from til is. 

We liave hcen sitting on the balcony till very late, enjoying the 
moonlight and refreshing breeya; from the sea; and as we jise before 
d.aybreak, <.)ur rest will bo hut short. 


LETTER V. 


Jalapa. 2or(i Decemher, 

VssTEjni.w morning at two o’cloc*k we rose hy candlelight, wdth tin* 
]ileasant ])rosj>ect of leaving Vera Cruz and of seeing Santa Anna.. 
'Ihvo ])o\es, c*alled eaiviages, drawn by mules, were at the door, to 

convey us to Miinga de (davo. Sefior V-o, C-n, the eom- 

niand('r of the “.lasoii,*' and T, being encased in them, we set off 
half-asleep. By the faint light, w’^c conld jnst. diKiiiigniKh as»wc 
])ass<‘d the gates, and the carriages ploughed their way along, 
nothing but j^nd—sand—as far as the eye could rcaoli: a few Icagaaes 
of Aralii.-in desert. 

At length wff began to see symptoms of vegetation; occasional 
palm-trees and flowers; and by the time wc had reached a pretty 
Indian village, Avhere wc stopped to change mules, the light had 
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broke in, and we seemed to have been transported, as if by encllant- 
ment, from a desert to a garden. It was altogether a picturcstpic 
and striking scene; the lints composed of bamboo, and thatched 
with palm-leaves; the Indian women with their long bhurk hair 
standing at the doors with their half-naked children; the mules 
rolling themselves on the ground, according to their favourite fashion; 
snow-white goats browsing amongst the palm-trees; and the air so 
sort and balmy, the iimt fresh breath of morning; the dew-drops 
still glittering on the broad leaves of the banana and palm, and all 
around so silent, cool, and still. 

The huts, though poor, were clean; no windows, but a (tortaiii 
subdued light makes its way through the leafy canes. AVc procured 
some tumblci'S^)f now milk, and having changed mules, ])un5iied our 
journey, now no longer through hills of sand, but across the country, 
through a wilderness of trees and flowers, the glowing productions 
of the lierra caliente. Wo arrived about five at Manga Clavo, after 
passing throiigb leagues of natural garden, the projjerty of Santa 
Anna. 

The house JS pretty, slight-looking, and kept in nice order. \Vc 
were received by an aide-de-camp in uniform, and by several 
officers, and con<lucted to a largo, cool, agreeable aj)artmt*nt, with 
little funiituro, into which shortly entered the Sonora de Santa Anna; 
tall, thin, and, at that early hour of the morning, dressed to re¬ 
ceive us in clear white muslin, with white satin shodte, and with very 
splendid diamond earrings, brooch, and rings. She was veiy i)olite, 
and introduced her daughter (luadaliipc, a miniature of her mammfi 
in features and costume. 

In a little while entered General Santa Anna himself; a genth*- 
manly, good-looking, quietly-dressed, rather inelaiic.holy-lo»)king 
person, with one leg, aj>pare.ntly somewhat of an invalid, ami to us 
the most interesting person in the group. H(! has a sallow com¬ 
plexion, fine dark eyes, soft and penetrating, and an interesting 
expression of face. Knowing nothing cif his past history, one' would 
•have said he was a philosopher living in dignified retirenu'nt; one 
who had tried the world, and found that all was vanity; one who 
had suffered ingratitude, and who, if he were ever persuaded to 
emerge from his retreat, would only do so, Ciricinnatus-like, to 
benefit his country. It is strange how frequently this expression of 
philosophic resignation, of plaeid sadness, is to ho remarked on tlic 
countenances of the deepest, most ambitious, and most dtisigning 

men. 0-^n gave him a letter from the queen, written under 

the supposition of his being still president, with which he seemed 
much plejiscd, 'but merely made the innocent observaiioii, “ How 
very well the queen writes 1” 

It was only now and then that the expression of his eye was 
startling, ('.specially when he spoke of his leg, which is cut off below 
»the knee. He speaks of it frequently, like Sir Jolm Ramorny of 
hig bloody hand; and when he gives an account of his wound, and 
alludes to the Frtuicli on that day, his countenance assumes tJiat air 
qf bitterness which Ramorny’s may have exhibited when speaking 
of** Harry the Smith.” 

En attendant^ breakfast was announced. The Sefiora d(j Sant.'i 

Anna led me in. C-n was placed at the head of the table, 1 

on his right, Santa Anna opposite, the seffura on my right. Tlie 



breakfast was very handsome, consisting of innumerable Spanish 
dislif;s, meat and vegetables, fish and fowl, fruits an<l sweelineats; 
all served in white and gold French porcelain, with coffee, wines, 
&c. After breakfast,* the sefiora, having despatched an officer for 
her cigar-case, -which Avas gold, with a diamond latch, offered me a 
cigar, which 1 having declined, she lighted her own, a little paper 
“cigarifco,” and the gentlemen followed her good example. 

\Vc then proceeded to look at the outhouses and offices; at the 
general’s favourite war-horse, an old white charger, probably a 
siiiccrer philosoidior than his master; at several game-cocks, kept 
with especial care, cock-tigliting being a favourite recreation of 
Santa Anna’s; and at his litha^ which is handsome and comfortable. 

As we bad but a few honm to spare, the general ordeied round 
two carriages, both very handsome and made in th? United {States, 

one pf which conveyed him and C-n, tlie seiiora and me. In 

the other wxrc the little girl and the officera, in which order we 
proceeded across the country to the high-road, where tlie ililigenco 

and servants, with our guiile, Don Miguel S-, were to overtake 

us. The diligence not having arrived, we got down ami sat on a 
stone hoiich in front of an Indian cottage, where we talked, while 

the young lady amiis(jd herself by eating apples, and C-n and 

the general remaimid moralizing iji the carriagf. 

Shortly after, and just as tlic sun was beginning to give us a 
specimen of his power, our lumbering escort of Mexiran soldiers 
galloped 'ii]» (oTders having lureii given by the government that a 
lV(;sh escort sliould be stationed every six leagues), and announced tlio 
ai)proach of tlio diligence. We wore agreeably disappointed by the 
arrival of a hiiiidsonio iu‘\v coach, ma.de in tlic United States, drawn 
by ten gonddookiiig mules and driven by a smart Yankee coach¬ 
man. nur party < onsisted of ourselves, Don Miguel, the captain of 
the. “ .bison'’ ami his lii-st lieutenant, who aceomj)any us to Mexico. 
'Phe day was delightful, and every one a[)parcntly in good laimour. 
\Vc took have; (icmual Santa Anna, his latly and daughter, also 

of our hospitable luitiulainer, Seiior V-o; got into the diligence; 

doors shut; all right! lash up tll(^ mules, and now for ^ilcxico! 

It was difficult to ladic^ve, as we journeyed on, that we wcre*now in 
the midst of December, "/’lie air was soli and balmy; the heat, 
without being opprcssi\c, that of a July day in Kiiglaud. "I'he roa(l 
lay through a succi;ssion of woody country; tiees cove veil with every 
variety of blossom, and loaded -with tin most delicious tropical 
fruits; tlowcrs of every colour lilling the air with fragrance, and line 
most fantastical profusioji of jiarasitical plants hiti*rtwiniiig the 
I warn lies of the trees, anil flinging their bright blossoms over every 
hough. 

One circuinsbinee must be observed by all who travel in Mexican 
territory. There is not one hnmau being or passing object to be 
seen that is not in itself a picture, or which would not form a good 
subject for the pencil. "I'he Indian women with their plaited hair, 
and little children slung to tluur backs, their large straw hats,^ml 
petticoats of tw'O eoloiim; the long strings of arruros w'ith tneir 
loaded mulijp, and swarthy, wild-looking faces; tlie cliaiice horse¬ 
man wlu) passes with his upvapr of many colours, his high ornamented 
saddle, Mexican hat, silver stirrups and leathern boots: all is pic- 
tures4pi(\ 
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It was about seven in the evening, when, very dusty, rather tired, 
but very much enchanted with all we liad seen, we arrived at Idaii 
del Hio. Here the diligence passengers generally stop for the niglit, 
that is, sleep a few hours on a hard bed, and rise at midnight to go 
on to Jalapa. But to this arrangement 1 for one made vociferous 
objections, and strongly insisted upon the propriety and feasibility 
of sleeping at Jalapa that night. Don Miguel, the most obscipiious 
of Dons, £iclared it should be exactly as the scfiora ordered. 

We returned to the inn, a long row of small rooms, built of brick 
and prettily situated, not far from the water. Here we bad the 
luxury of water and towels, which enabled us to got rid of a certain 
portion of dust bijfore we went to supper. 

We had a very tolerable supper: soup, fish, fowls, steak, and 
frijole^i all well ifeasoned with garlic and oiL The jolting had given 
me too bad a headache to care for more tjian coffee. We were 
strongly advised to remain for the night there; but lazy people know 
too well wJiat it is to rise in the middle of the night, especially when 
they are much fatigued; an<l when the moon rose, we* packed our¬ 
selves once more into the diligence, sufficiently refreshed to encoun¬ 
ter new fatigues. 

At Corral FaUo we changed mules, and, from the badness of the 
road, continued to go slowly. 

The cold increased, and at last, by the moonlight, we had a dis¬ 
tinct view of the Peak of Orizava, with his white nightcap on (excuse 
the simile, suggestetl by extfeme slecj)iucss), the very sight enough 
to make, one Oliver. 

As we approached Jalapa, the scene was picturesque. ^.Pho escort 
had put on their serapem^ and, with tlieir high helmets and feathijrs, 
tvent galloping along and dashing amongst tlie trees and shrubs. 
Orizava and the Cofre de Perote shone white in the distance', while 
a delicious smell of llowei*s, i)articularly of roses, gave token of the 
land through which wo were passing. 

It was nearly two in the morning when we reached Jalapa, tired 
to ‘death and shivering witli cold. Greatly wc rejoiced as wo rat¬ 
tled through its mountainous streets, and still more when we found 
ourselves in a nice clean imi, with brick tioors and decent small 
beds, and everything prejmred for us. The sigJit of a fire would 
have boon tt )0 much luxury; liowcvtjr, they gave us some hot tea, 
and very shortly after, I at least can answ(;r for myself, that 1 was 
in bed, and enjoying the most delightful sleep that I have had since 
I left New York. 

This morning, the diligence being at our disposal, we did not rise 
by break of day, hut continued to sleep till eight o’clock. 

Aft(u‘ hreakfiist we walked out, accompanieil by vari<^us gentle¬ 
men of the place. The town consists of little more tliaii a few steep 
streets, very old, with some large and excellent houses, the best, as 
usual, belonging to English merchants, and many to those of Vera 
Oruz, who come to live in or near Jalapa, during tlie reign of the 
There are some old churches, a very old convent of 
Franciscan monlis, and a w^ell-supplied market-place. Everywhere 
there are flowers: roses creeping over the old walls, Indian girls 
making green garlands for the Virgin and saints, flbwx'rs in the 
shops, flowers at the windows, hut, above all, everywhere one of the 
most splendid mountain views in the world. 



TJien Jalapa itself, so old, and gray, and rose-becovei^, with a 
sound of music issuing from every open door and udridow, and its 
soft and agrociihlc tempcjrature, presents, even in a few hours, a 
series of agreeahle inJpreasions not easily etfaecd. 

But w(i are now returned to our inn,Vor it is near noon; and the 
veil of rlouds, that earlier in the morning enveloped Orizava, has 
passed away, leaving its wluUi snmmit environed h)' a flood of light. 
L shall probably have no opportunity of writing until we reach 
Buebla. 


Fuehia, 24th December. 

Yesterday morning we took leave of tlie..lalapenos, and once 
more found ourselves cn route. Such a view of the mountains as we 
ascended the steep road I and such flowius ami blossoming trees on 
all sides! Large scarlet blossoms, and hanging purple and white 
flowers, an<^ trees covered with frsgrant bell-shaped flowt?i*s like 
lilies, whi(dk tJie people licr(^ call ilie JloH^uudio^ logelher with a 
profusion of double pink roses that made the air fragrant as we 
passed; and here and there a churcli, a mined convent, or a white 
liaeienda. bad the advantage of clear weather, not always to 
he found at .lalapa, especially wJien the north wind, blowing at 
Vera Cruz, <'ovcrs this city and its environs v ith a ileiise fog. 

At Ban J^lignel do los Soldadus we stop])e(l t.o take some refresh¬ 
ment. The eyuiitry became gradually more bleak, ajui before ar¬ 
riving at tlu; village of Las Vigas, nearly all in't.'S luid disiipj)earoil 
but the hardy lir, which Hourislies ainoijgst tile rocks. The ground 
for about two leagues was covere<l with lava and groat masses of 
black calcined rock, so tliat we seamed to be ])assing over the. cratei* 
of a volcjino. This part of the country is d(‘servedly called the 
Mah rain; ami the occasional crosses, with th(iir faded garlands, 
that gleam in these bleak, volcanic regions, giv(5 token that it may 
liaA'C yet other titles to the name of ** Evil Land.” 'I’lu; r«>ses and 
eariiatiouh tii it 1 had brouglit from Jala]>a were still umvithered, 
so that in a few hours we Jiad jiassed thiough tlie whole scale of 
vegetation. 

The road hccfimc steep and dreary, and ai'tiT passing Cruz. Blanca, 
exc{*pting occasional com-hiflds and som]»re pine fon.*sts, tlio scene 
bail no ohjeets of interest snfHeient to i tiahh? us to kee]) our eyes 
open. The sun wjis set; it grow dusk; and hy the time we n^ached 
IVrote, wlKa'c we were to pass tin* night, most of ns had fallen into 
an uucoinfortablt> sleep, veiy cold and quiti stupilieil, and too sleepy 
to Ik‘ hungry, in spite of a large supper prej^ured for us. 

^rhe inn was dirty, very unlike that at .lalapa; the hods wcfC 
miserable; and wo were quite ready to get up by the light of an 
unliappy siiecimen of tallow which the landlord brouglit to our 
doors at two in the morning. 

There are some scenes which can never l>e effaced from our 
mcmoiy, and such a one was that which took place this morning at 
Borote at two o’clock, the moon and the stars shining bright •and 
cold. 

Being dressed, I wrent into ther kitchen, where C-n, the off\fitu;s 

of the “.hiKoii,” Don Miguel, and the Mexican captain of the last 
niglit’s escort, Avere assembled by the liglit of one melancholy sloping 
candle, together with a suspicious-looking landlord, and a few sleepy 
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Indian women with bare feet, tangled hair, copper faceR, and rd^zos. 
They made us some chocolate with goat's milk: horrid in general, 
and rancid in particular. . 

It appeared that all parties were at a stand-still; for, by some mis¬ 
take in the.ordei-8, the newtjsoort had not arrived, and the cscjort of 
the preceding night could go no farther. Don Miguel, with his 
swarthy face and great serap6^ was stalking about, rathe^ out of 
humour, while the captain w'as regretting, in very polite tones, with 
his calm, Ariib-lookiug, impassive face, that his escort could pro¬ 
ceed no farther. He seemed to think it extremely probable that we 
should he robbed; believed, indeed had just heard it asserted, that 
a party of ladrones were looking out for el Sefior Minislro; regretted 
that he could not assist us, though quitii at our service, and recom¬ 
mended us to wait until the Jiext escort should arrive. 

To this advice our conductor would by no means listen, ^le was 
piqued that any detention shouhl occur, and yet aware that it wjvs 
unsjile to go on. He had promised to convey us safely, and in four 
days, to Mexico, and it was necessary to keep his word. Some one 
proposed that two of the men should accompany the diligence upon 
mules, as probably a couple of these animals might be i)rocurcd. 
The captain observed, that though entirely at our disposal, two men 
could be of no manner of usi.*,, as, in case, of attack, resistance, except 
wdth a large escort, w'as worse than useless. Nevertheless it was re¬ 
marked hy some ingenious person, that the rohhefs, seeing two, 
might im/igine that tiierc? wore more ludiind. In short, there were 
various opinions. One ])Voposcd that they should go on the coach, 
another that they should go m it. Here I ventured to ijitcrj)osc, 
begging that they might ride on mules or go outside, hut by no 
means witbin. As usual, it was as the sehora i)leased. 

At length we all collected befon* tlie door of the inn, and a <iucer 
group we must hav^e made hy the light of the moon; and a nice 

caricature, 1 thought to myself, our friend Mr. U- would have 

made of us, had he been tlierc. 

The diligence with eiglifc white iiorses and a Yankee cioachman, 
originally no doubt called brown, but now answering to the melli¬ 
fluous apjKillation of Jirwio; A- wdth luir FreiK;h cap, and 

loaded with sundry mysterious-looking l)askets; I with cloak and 

bonnet; C-n with lhH‘ek cap, cloak, and cigar; the captain of 

the “Jason," also with cloak and cigar, and veiy cold; the lieute¬ 
nant ill his navy uniform, taking it coolly; Don Miguel, with his 
great serape and silver hat (six people belonging to live ilift'eront 
cHiuntries); the Mexican captain, with his pale impassive face and 
moustaches, enveloped in a very liandsoine scrape, cml surrounded 
hy the sleepy («scoit of the preceding night; dirty-lookiug soldiers 
lounging on the ground, wrapped in thei’ blankets; the Indian 
Avomen and ilu'. host of the iim, and a bright moon and starry sky 
lighting U]) tlie whole; the tigurcs in the foreground, and tlie lofty 
snow-clad mountains, and tlie dismal old town of Terote itsrJf, that 
looked gray and sulky at being disturbed so early, with its old castle 
of San Carlos, and cold, sterile plains. 

. .Mean while, two soldi(^rs with cft>aks and arms had olimhed uj;) 
outside of the coach. Tlie captain remarked that they could not 
sit there. Ilruno made some reply, upon which the captain very 
coolly drc^y his sword, and was about to put a very decided impedi- 
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mentfto our journey by stabbing the coachman, when Don Miguel, 
his eyes and cigar both shining angrily, rushed in between them. 

High words ensued %between him and the captain, and the ex¬ 
treme coolness and precision with which the latter spoke was very 
amusing. It was as if he were rehearsing a speech from a play. “1 
always speak frankly/’ said Don Miguel, in an angry tone. “ And 
J,” said the captain, in a polite, measured voice, “ am also accus¬ 
tomed to speak my min<l with extreme frankness. I regret, how¬ 
ever, that I did not at the moment perceive the sufiora at the door, 
otherwise,” &c. 

At length the two little men, who with their arms and seraph 
looked like bundles of ammunition, ami who, balf-asleep, bad boon 
by some zealous person, probably by our friend Bruno, tumbled 
upon the diligence like paihagcs, were now rolled off it, and finally 
tumbled upon mules, aild wc got into the coach. Don Miguel, witli 
his head out 'f tlu! window, and not vvi v eas.\ in his mind, called 
up the two bflndles, and gave them dirc'clions as tr. their liiuj of 
<-onduct in a stage u hisper, and they troltf‘fl off, prijned with valour, 
while we, very cold and (I answer for n»js<‘lf) rather frightened, 
proceeded on our w'ay. The earJiness of tlu‘ hour was probably our 
salvation, as we started two hours helbro th(‘ usual time, and thus 
gained a iiiarc^h upon the g«‘ntl(‘i\ien of the road. 

Wo were not sorry, however, when, at our first halting-place, and 
'whilst w(! were cJiangiiig homes, we tlescried a company of lancers 
at full gallop, with a very good-looking oftieer at tlieir head, coining 
along Iho road, though, wdion I first heard the souiul of liorses’ hoofs 
clattering along, and hy the I’aint light discerned the horsemen, en¬ 
veloped as they were in a cloud of dust, 1 felt sure tliat they wore a ' 
party of robbers. ’Phe ca]>tain made many a])()logies for the diday, 
and jiroceeded to infovin us that tin* al<al(li‘s of 'I\‘|)c>'agualr(), La 
Ventilla, and some otlier villages, whohe names I forg(‘t, had for 
twenty da 3 's pn^pared a breakhist in <*xpeelatiou of his excelleney’s 
arrival: whetlu r Iwciit}’ breakfasts, or the same om* cold, or rvchavffcy 
wo may never know^ 

Arrived at ’J’cpeyagualco, after having pa..ssed over a succession of 
sterile plains covere(.l with scanty pasture, an alcaldi* advanced to 

meet the diligence, and hospitably made U-n an offer of the 

hefore-mentioned twenty days’ enteriaJmm nl, whieli he with many 
thanks declined. Who ate that breakfast l>iiri(‘d in the jiast. 
Wlndher tin; alcahle was glad or koitv did in>t appear. He vanislujd 
with a profusion of hows, and was followed by a large, good-looking 
Indian woman, wdio stoo<l behind him while he made his discourse. 
i‘erha])s they ate together the long-prepared feast, wdiieh was at h^asL 
one of the many tributes paid to tlic arrival of tlie lirst'messonger of 
peace from the mother-couutr}^ 

• At T.a Ventilla, however, we descnnided with a good appetite, and 

found several authorities waiting to give C-n a welcome. ' Here 

they gave us delieious eliiriiuoyas, a natural custard, which we liked 
even upon a fij*st trial; also graiiaditas, bananas, sapotc.s, &<*. He^e 
also 1 first tasted ami on a first impression it a])pears to me, 

that as nectavnvas the drink on Olympus, wc may fairly coujcctunf* 
that Pluto cultivated the maguey in his dominions. 'Die taste and 
smell combin(.*d took me so completely by surjwise, tliat I am afraid 
my look of horror must have given mortal offence to the worthy 
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alcalde, who considers it the most delicious beverage in the Y^orld; 
and in fact it is said, that when one gets over the first shock, it is 
very agreeable. The difficulty must consist Jn getting over it. 

After a tolerable breakfast, hunger making chile and garlic sup¬ 
portable, we continued our route; and were then informed that the 
robbers having grown verj’’ daring, and the next stage being very 
dangerous, <nir escort was to be doubled. Since we left Perote, the 
country had gi'adually become more dreary, and we had again got 
into the Mai Pate” where nothing is to be seen but a few fir-trees 
and pines, dark and stunted, black masses of lava, and an occasional 
white cross to mark either where a murder has been committed or 
where a <’elebratod robber has been buried. 

nie wiiole scene was wild and grand, yet dreary and monotonous, 
presenting the greatest contrast pcjssiblo to our first day’s journey. 
The only signs of life to be met with wr*ve tht* long strings of arrieros 
■with their droves of mtiles, and an ocr-asional Indian hut, with a few 
miserahlc, half-naked women ami eliihlrcn. ' 

At OJo <le Agiia, whore wo changed horses, we saw the accommo¬ 
dations which those who travel in private coacli or lUtra must sub¬ 
mit to, unless they bring their own beds along with them, and a 
stock of provisions besides: a.common room like a barn, where all 
must herd together; and neither ehair, nor table, nor food to be 
had. it was a solitary-looking house, standing lonely on the plain, 
with a few straggling slutep nibbling the brown grim® in the vicinity. 
A fine spring of water, from wdiich it takes its name, and Orizava, 
which seems to have travelled forward, and stands in hold outline 
against the 8ai>phire sky, wore all that w'e saw there worthy of notice. 

Wo changed horses at Noj)aluco, Acagete, and Amosocpie, all 
small villages, wdth little mon* than the i)osadfi and a fi‘w poor 
hous(^s, and all very dirty. The country, lK)w<*vcr, imprrives in 
oultiva-tion and fertility, though the chief trees are the sombre pines. 
Htill accompanied by our two esc'orts, which had a veiy grandiose 
effect, w’(^ ciitere<l, by four o’clock, Ihiebla do los Angeles, the second 
city to Mexico (after (rusKlalajara) in tlio republic, where wc found 
vciy lino apartments j)icpared for us in the inn, and wdiere, after a 
short rest and a fresh toihjt, we wcuit out to sec what ^ve could of the 
city before it gi-ew dusk; before it actually became what it now is— 
Chrielmae-eve. 

It certainly docs require some time for the eye to become accus¬ 
tomed to the style of building adopted in the Spanish colonies. 
There is something at firet sight exceedingly desolate-looking in 
tlicso gvi'at wooden doors, like those of immense bams, the great 
iron-havred window's, the ill-paved court-yards, even the flat roofs; 
and then the streets, where, though this is a liStc-day, we see nothing 
but grou})s of peasants or of beggars: the whole gives the idea of 
a total absence of comfort. Yet the streets of Puebla are clean and - 
regular, the hous<‘,s large, the cathedral is magniliccnt, and the plaza 
spacious and handsome. 

*The cathedral was shut, and is not to he opened till midnight 
mass, which I regret the less as w'e must probably return hither 
^Eome day. • 

The dross of the Pohlana peasants is pretty, especially on fete-days : 
a white muslin chemise, trimmed with lace round the skirt, necks, 
and sleeves, which are plaited neatly; a petticoat shorter than the 



chemise, and divided into two colours, the lower part made generally 
of a (ftarlet and hlack stuff, a manu&cture of the country, and tlio 
upper part of yellow satin, with a satin vest of some l)right colour, 
and covered with gold Ir silver, open in front and turneil hack. 

This is on holidays. On comnxon occasions the dr^ is the stnne, 
but the materials are more common: at least, the vest with silver is 
never worn; hut the chemise is still trimmed with lace, and the 
shoes are satin. 

It is now about three o’clock, hut I was awakene<l an hour ago by 
the sounds of the hymns which ushered in Christmas morning; and 
looking from the window, saw, by the faint light, hands of girls, 
dressed in white, singing in chorus through tlie streets. 

Wo liave just taken ciuK^olate, and, amidst a profusion of l)ows 
and civilities from the landlord, are preparing t<.» set off for Memo. 


LETTKIt VI. 


Mvrico, 26^/i December, 

We left Vuebla lu'twoen fiun and fivi; in the nioruing, as we pur¬ 
posely made some delay, not wishing to reacli Mexico too eaily, and 
in So ilt)ing, acted contrary to the advice of Don Miguel, who was 
generally right ih tliese mattei-s. 'I'lic dii\' was very iine when we 
set off, thougli rain was j)redicted. Souk* oI‘ the gentlemen had gone 
to the tlieatre the night before, to see the Niidmientv^ and tlic audience 
had been compostd entirely of (/ctUuzit, tlie common people, who 
were drinkijig brandy and smoking; so it was fortunate tluit we Imd 
not shown our faces there. 

Tlie country was now Hat, but fertile, and bad on the whole more 
of a European look than any we had yet passt:d througli. 

At Pvio Elio, which is about thirt«;en l(*agucs from Mexico, and 
where there is a pretty good posada in a valley surrounded by woods, 
we stopped to dine. The inn was kept by a l>ord(;laise and her hus- 
iniud, >vho wish themselves in l»ordeaux twenty times a-day. In 
front of the house some Indians wt;re playing at a very curious game 
—a sort of swing, resembling el juego de los Kolmhres, “the game of 
the tiyers,” much in vogue amongst the ancient Mexicans. Our 
French liostcss gave us a good dinner, especially c5xceilent potatoes, 
uad jelly of vaiious sorts, regaling us with plenty of storiea of robhew 
ami robberies, and horrid murders, ail the while. On leaving Rio 
Frio, the road became more hilly and covered with woods, and wo 
shortly entered the tract kiiow^n by the name of the lUi 4 ck Forest, a 
great haunt for banditti, and a beautiful specimen of forest scenery; 
a succession of lofty oaks, pines, and cedars, with wild tiowers light- 
iiig up their gloomy green. But 1 confess that the impatience which 
I felt to see Mexico, the idea that in a few hours we should actually 
l>e there, prevented me from enjoying the beauty of the scenery, an^l. 
made tJic road appear interminable. 

But at length we arrived at the heights looking down upon the^ 
great valley, celebrated in all parts of the world, with its frame-work 
of everlasting mountains, its snow-crowned volcanoes, great lakes, 
and fertile plains, all surrounding the favoured City of Monteasuma, 
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the proudest boast of his conqueror, once of Spain's many diadems 
the brightest. But the day had become overcast; nor is tKis the 
most favourable road for entering Mexico. Jlio innumerable spires 
of the distlnt city were faintly seen. The volcanoes were enveloped 
ill clouds, all l||it their snowy summits, which seemed like marble 
domes towering into the sky. But as we strained our eyes to look 
into the valley, it all appeared to me rather like a vision of the Past 
than the actual breathing Present. The curtain of Time seemed to 
roll back, and to discover to us the great panorama that burnt upon 
the eye of Oortes when he first looked down upon the table-land; 
the king-loving, God-fearing conqueror; his loyalty and religion so 
blended aft(!r the fashion of ancient Spain, that it were harcC to say 
which sentiment exercised over him the greater sway. The city of 
Tenochtitlan, standing in the midst of the five great lakes, upon ver¬ 
dant and flower-covered islands, a western Venice, with thousands 
of boats gliding swiftl|r along its streets; long lines of low houses, 
diversified by the miiltitudes of pyramidal temples; +110 Teocalli, or 
]louses of God; canoes covering the mirrored lakes; the lofty trees, 
the flowers, and the profusion of water, now wanting to the land 
scape; the whole fertile valley enclosed by its eternal hills and snow- 
crowned volcanoes: what scenes of wonder and of beauty to burst 
upon the eyes of these wayfiiring men! 

Then the beautiful gardens surrounding the city; the profusion of 
flowers, and fruit, and birds; the mild, bronze-coloured emperor 
himself advancing in the midst of his Indian nobility, with rich dress 
and unsliod feet, to receive his niihidden and unwelcome guest; thii 
slaves and the gold and the rich plumes; all to he laid at the feet of 
“his Most Sacred Majesty:” what pictures arc called up by the recol¬ 
lection of the simple narrative of (^ortt;s, and how forcibly they return 
to the mind now, when, after a lapse of throe centuries, wo behold for 
the first time the (fity of l*alaccs raised upon the ruins of the Indian 
capital! It seemed scarcely possible that we wore indeed so Jiear the 
cpnclnsion of onr journey, 4ind in the midst of so dilfcreiit a scene, 
.only two months, 7nhius two days, sinc(^ leaving New Vork and step¬ 
ping aboard the “Norma.” Ilow much land and sea we liad passed 
over since then! How much w'e had seen! How many ditt<Jrent 
climates, even in the space of the last four days! 

But my thoughts, which had wandered three centuries into the 
past, were soon recalled to the present by the aivival of an ofticer in 
full uniform at the head of his troop, who came out by order of the 
government to welcome the bearer of the olive-branch from ancient 
Spain, and had been on horseback since the day before, expecting 
our arrival. As it liad begun to rain, the offietjr, ColontI Miguel 
Andrade, aocepted our offer of taking shelter in the diligence. We 
had now a great troop galloping along with us, and had not gone far 
before we x^erceived that, in spite of the rain, and that it already be¬ 
gan to grow dusk, there were innumerable carriages and horsemen, 
forming an immense crowd, all coming out to welcome us. Shortly 
after the diligence was stopped, anil we were requested to get into a 
very splendid carriage, all crimson and gold, with the arms of the 
republic, the eagle and nopal, embroidered in gold on the roof in¬ 
side, and drawn by four handsome white horses. In the midst of 
this immense procession of troox)S, carriages, and horsemen, wc made 
our entry into the City of Montezuma. 
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Til#scenery on this side of Mexico is arid and flat; and where the 
waters of the lagunas^ covered with their gay canoes^ once surrounded 
the cit}', forming canal} through its streets, we now sec melancholy 
marshy lands, little enlivened by great flights of wild ducks and 
watcr-fowd. But the bleakness of the natural scenery was concealed 
by the gay appearance of tlic procession; the scarlet and gold uni¬ 
forms, the bright-coloured serapes, the dresses of the gentlemen (most, 
1 believe, Spaniards), with their handsome horses, high Mexican 
saddles, gold-embroidered anqueraSf generally of black fur, their Mexi¬ 
can hats ornamented with gold, richly-furred jackets, pantaloons 
with hanging sHver buttons, sttimped-louther boots, silver stirrups, 
and gracd'ul mangas with black oj* coloured velvet capes. 

At the gates of Mexico the troojis halted, and three enthusiastic 
cheem wore given as the carriage ojitercd. It was now nearly dusk, 
and the rain wrs lalling in torrents; y<it w<j met more carriages full 
of ladii s and gentlemen, wliieh joined the otKius. We Ibimd that it 
Jjouse, ill the suburbs at Uuenavista, bad b<*en taken for us provUoirc- 
viefit, by the kindness of the Spaniards, es])(;eially of a rieli merchant 

who accoinpaniod us in the carriage, l)ou M-1 M-z del C-o; 

cons(.*(iuently we passed all llirougli jMexico bolDre- r(*aching our des¬ 
tination, always in the midst of crowd, on account of which, aiul 
of the ili-pav('d streets, we went \ cry slowly. M’hroiigh the rain and 
the darkness we got an occasional faint lamp-light glimpse of high 
Imildings, churches, and convents. Arrivt d at length, in the midst 

of torrents of rain,(J-n got out of the carriage and retiirinal thanks 

for his reception, giving some ounces to ilie sergeant for the soldiers. 
We then entered the house, accompanied by the Mexican officer and 
by a large, party of Spaniards. 

We tVnind the hous<j very good, especially considering that it ha<l 
been furnished fur us hi eight-and-furty hours; and we also found 
an excellent supper smoking on the tal>le, after doing justice to 
rthich we took leave of our friends, and, viiry tired, prepared for 
sleep. 

By daylight we find our Iiousq very prett>', with a largo garden 
atljoining, full of flowijrs, and rose-bushes in the courtyanl; but being 
all on the ground-floor, it is somewhat damj>. and tlie weather, though 
heaiitifiil, is so cool in tlic morning, that carpets, and 1 sometimes 
tliink even a soupron of lire, would not be amiss. 'Hie former wo 
shall soon procure, but there are neitlier chimneys nor grates, and I 
liave 1)0 doubt a tire would be disiigreeable for more than an hour or 
so in the moniing. The house stands alone, with a large court be¬ 
fore it, and opposite to it piisses the great stone acpieduot, a magniii- 
ceiit Avork of tlic Spaniards, though not more so, probublj', than thosci 
which supplied the ancient Teiiochtitlan with Avator. 'Behind it wti 
see nothing hut sevcnil old houses, with trees, so that we seem almost 
in the country. To the right is one large building, with garden and 
olive-ground, where tlm Knglish legation formerly lived: a jialaee in 
size, since occupied by Santa Anna, and wliieli now bolougs to Sefior 
Perez (.lalvez; a house which we shall be glad to have, if the pro¬ 
prietor will consent to let it. 

But Avhat iflosfc attracts our attention arc the curious and pictu¬ 
resque groups of figures which we see from the Aviudows; bronze- 
coloured men, Avith nothing but a piece of blanket thrown round 
them, carrying lightly on their heads earthen basins, precisely the 
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colour of their own skin, go that they look altogether like figures of 
terra cotta: these basins filled with sweetnic^-ts or white pyramids of 
grease {mmUqviUay, women with relmos; ^short petticoats of two 
colours, generally all in rags, yet with a lace border appearing on 
their under-garment; no stockings, and dirty white satin shoes, ra¬ 
ther shorter than their small brown feet; gentlemen on hoi’seback 
with their Mexican saddles and seraph; lounging lephos^ moving 
bundles of rags, coming to the windows and beg^ng with a most 
piteous but false-sounding whine, or lying under the arclies. and 
lazily inhaling the air and the sunshine, or sitting at the door for 
hours basking in the sun, or under the shadow of the wall; Indian 
women, Avith their tight petticoats of dark stuflF, and tangled hair, 
plaited witli red ribbon, laying down their baskets to rest, and mean 
while deliberately examining the hair of their coppef-coloured off¬ 
spring. We liavo enough to engage our attention for the present. 

We are told that a gi'eat sercnadi* has been for sonje time in con¬ 
templation, to be given to 0-n; tlu; Avords, music, and performance 

by the young Spaniards resid(‘nt here. 

27th .—A day or tAVO must elapse before I rail satisfy my curiosity 
by going out, while the necessary arrangements arc making con¬ 
cerning carriage and horses, or mules, servants, &c.; our vehicles 
from the United States not having yet arrived; nor is it ditficult to 
foresee, even from once passing tliroiigli the streets, that only the 
more solidly-huilt Knglish carriages Avill stand the wear and tear of a 
Mexican life, and that the comparatiA^cly flimsy coaches which roll 
over the well-paved streets of New York Avill not endure for any 
length of time. 

Mean while avo have constant visits, but chiefly from gentlemen 
and from Spaniards; for there is one piece of ctiqiu'tte, entirely 
Mexican, nor can I imagine froiri whence deriA’'ed, by wbicli it is or¬ 
dained tiiat all new arrivals, Avbab^ver be their rank, foreign minis¬ 
ters not excepted, must in solemn print give notice to cA'cry family 
oY any consitlcration in the ca])ital, that they have arrived, and offer 
themselves ainl their lioiisc to their disposidon failing in Avbicb 
etiquette, the iicAvly-amved family Avill remain unnoticed and un¬ 
known. 

Some Mexican idsits appear tor me to surpass in duration all that 
one can imagine of a visit, rarely lasting less than one hour, and 
sometimes extending OA^er a groat part of the. day. And geiithnneh, 
at least, arrive at no particular time. If you arc going to breakfast, 
they go also; if to dinner, the saiiio; if yon are asleep, they Avait 
till yon awaken; if out, they call again. An indifferent sort oif man, 
whost‘ name J did not CA'on hear, arriAn d yesterday a little after break¬ 
fast, sat still, and walked in to a late dinrer Avith us! These should 
not be called visits, but visitations, though I trust they do not often 
occur to that extent. An open house and an open table for your 
friends, which includes every passing acquaintance; those are merely 
Sjjanish habits of hospitality transplanted. 

I liaAT just brought from the garden a lapful of pink roses, cIoa’C- 
carnations, and sweet-pons, llosetta could not sing b.cre— 

For June and December will neA’er agree. 

Tlie weather is lovely, the air fresh and clear, the sky one vast 
expanse of bright blue, without a single cloud. Early this moniinsr 
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it was ^ool; but now, by ten o’clock, the air is as soft and balmy as 
on a summer day with us. 

28tli.—Day of the mcj^ioniblo serenade. After dinner sonic ladies 
paid me a visit; amongst othem tlie wife and daughter of the Spa¬ 
nish consul, Sefior M.-y, who were accompanied by the sister of 

('ouiit A-a. They and a few gentlemen arri ved about six o’clock, 

and it was said tliat the scu-enade wouhl not begin till twelve. It 
may be supposed that our con vernation, howevcu* agreeable it might 
be, would scarcely liold out that time. In tact, by nimj o’clock, wo 
were all nearly overcome by sleep, and by ten I ludii ve W(' were 
in a refreshing slumber, wlicn we were aivakened by tlie sound of 
crowds assembling before the d»»or, and of carriages aniving and 
stopping. Not knowing who the occupants might la, we coukl not 
invite them in, which seemed very inhospitable, as the night, though 

fine, was cold and chilly; About eleven. Count and Countess C-a 

arrived, and tin- SeSlora de (1-a, a ivmaikabh bandsom-* woman, 

a Sjianiard, looking uoaily as young as Iht daughters; aJs<> the pretty 
daughters of the propiictrcs.s of tins house, who was a )n*auty, and 
is married to her third husband; and a lively little talkative person, 

the S<*)iora de L-ii, all Spanish; and who, sfniie on that account, 

and others from their liusliauds having biM ii foniK-r friends of 

C-n’s, liave nut waite<l for the * er<Miiony t»f receiving efirds. Ura- 

dually, however, several Me.xican ladies, wliom we had sent out to 
invite, came in. .Others remained in tluur eavriages, exeusing tlioni- 
.selves on the idea of their not being r/i toUHtc. VVe had men a dis- 
rrefioH^ ami tJui rooms were evowiled. 

About midnight arrixed .a troop of Mexican soldiers, eaiTving 
toTclu's, and a multitude of musieiaiis, lioth amateur and profes¬ 
sional, cldetiy the former, and men carrying music-stands, violins, 
violoncellos, Freiieli horns, &e. together with an imnn'iise crowd, 
mingliMl witli nuiidiers of U^eros; so that the gri'at space in front of 
tin; house, as far as tluj aqiicdnet. and all beyond and along the street 
as far as wo oould sec, was cc»veivd with peofde and carriages. Wo 
threw open the windows, which art; on a h vcl with tin; groniJtl, with 
large ha.l(;oni<‘s and wide iron gratings, and the scene hs tJu' torcli- 
ligiit was very (■urious: tliu Mt‘xicaii trooi)S holding lights for the 
musieiaus, and they of various countries, Spanisli, CIcnnan, and 
Mexican; tlie hperos, with their raggt d blankets and wild ^^yes, tliafc 
gleamed in the light of the torches; the ladit.s witliin, and the eiowd 
without; all ftuaned a veiy amusing spectacle. 

At length the musicians struck up in full ciiorus, accompanied by 
the. whole (.►rchestra. The voi<;es were fine, and the instrumental 
music was so good that I could hardly believe that almost all were 
amateur performers. 

A hymn, which had been composed for the occasion, and of which 
w'o had received an elegantly-bound copy in the morning, was par- 
iiiailarly <*fl<?etivc. The musics w-^as composed by Simor Ucte.s, and the 
words by Sefior Covo, both Spaniards. Various overtun s from the 
last operas were played; and at the end of what scx-iikmI to bo the 

first act, in the midst of deafening applause from the erowtl, C -n 

madt^ me return thanks from the window in bc;autiful iwpromptn 
Spanish! Then came shouts of “ Viva la Kspaha!” ‘‘ Viva la Ysabel 
Segunda!” “Viva elMinistro do Kspana!’' (fivc'at and continued 
cheering.) Then C——n gave in return, “ Viva la llcpublica Mexi- 
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cana!” “Viva Bustamcnte!” and the shontinfc was tremendous. At 
last an Andalusian in the crowd shouted out, “Viva todo cl luundo!” 
(Lung live evciyhod}'!), which piece of Avit^ivas followed hy g(^neral 
laughter. 

After hot punch and cigars had been handed about out-of-doors, 
a necessary refreshment in this cold night, the music recommenced, 
and the whole ended with a national hymn of Spain, with appro¬ 
priate words. 

The enthusiasm caused by the arrival of the first minister from 
Spain seems gradually to increase. The actors are to give him a 
*\funcion extrmriHnana" in the theatre; the matadors a bull-fight 
extraordinary, Avith fircAvorks. . . . But in all this you must not 

suppose there is any personal compliment. It is merely intended as 
a mark of good-wiil towards the first representative of the Spanish 
monarchy, who brings from the mother-country the formal ackuoAV- 
Icdgmont of Mexican independence. 


LETTER VII. 

I made my dchvJt in Mexico by going to mass in the cathedral. Wc 
drove through the Alameda, near Avhich wc live,, and admired its 
noble trees, floAvors, and fountains, all sparkling in the sun. We met 
but few carriages tlicre, an occasional gentleman on horseback, and 
a feAv solitary-looking people resting on the stone benches; also 
plenty of beggars, and the forgain in chains watering the avenues. 
We passed through the fkille Sau Francisco, the handsomest street 
in Mexico, both as to shops and houses (containing, amongst others, 
the richly-carA^od hut iioav half-mined palact‘ of Yturhidc), and which 
terminates in the great square, where stand the cathedral and the 
palace. The streets Avere croAvdod, it being a holiday; and the purity 
‘of the* atmosphere, Avith the sun pouring down upon the bright- 
coloured groups, and these groups so picturesiiuc, whether of soldiers 
or monks, peasants or A'eiied ladies; tin? very irregularity of the 
buildings, the number of iine church^ and old convents, and ov(?ry- 
thing on so grand a scale, even though toucluMl by the finger of Time, 
or crushcid hy the iron heel of Kc^volution, tliat the attention is con- 
stiintly kept i^vt^and the interest excited. 

The carriage drcAV up in front of the cathedral, built upon the site 
of part of the ruins of the great temple of the Aztecs; of that pyra¬ 
midal temple constructed hy Ahnitzotli; the sanctuary so celebrated 
hy the Spaniards, and Avhich coniprch(!;ndod, Avith all its dilFercut 
edifices and sanctuaries, the ground on which the cathedral noAV 
stands, together Avitli part of the plaza and streets adjoining. 

We are told that Avitliin its enclosure were five hundred dwellings, 
that its hall was built of stone ami lime, and ornamented with stone 
serpents. We hear of its four great gates, fronting the four cardinal 
points; of its stone-paved court, great stone stiiirs, and sanctuaries 
..dedicated to the gods of Avar; of the square destined for religious 
dances, and the colleges for the priests, and seminaries for the 
priestesses; of the horrible temple, whose door was an enormous 
serpent’s mouth; of the temple of miiroi-s and that of shells; of the 
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lOiiPc apart for the emperor’s prayei-s; of the consecrated foun- 
ains, the birds kept for sacrifice, the gardens for the holy flowers, 
ind of the terriblt? tow^ composed of the skulls of tin; victims: 
itrange mixture of the bcantiful and the hon’ihle! We are told that 
ive thuu&iJid priests ehiinted night and day in the grtjat temple, to 
:lui honour and in the service of the monstrous idols, who were 
inointed thric e a-dtiy wdth the most precious ]K*rfiimes; and that of 
hese j)riests the most austere were c,*1o11khI in bljwk, their long hair 
lyed with ink, and their bodies anointed Avith the ashes of burnt 
Jcor]Ai(»nK and spid<a’s: their chiefs w<*re t)n' sons of kings. 

Th<‘r<* wore gods of tin; Avater, or the earth, of nigid. tiro, and h(‘ll; 
^odd<*sses of flowers and of corn; iheve were ohlaiions offered of 
;»read, and flowers, and jewels; ImtAve arc; assured that from twenty 
:o lifty thousand human victims Avere sacrificed annually in Mexico 
il«>ne! 'riiat these accounts arc; exaggerated, (!vc*n thougli a bishop 
is amoug tlu^ uai iators, we can s« avrely doiil.'t; huf if the h iitli part 
iuj the lintli, lotihe memory of t.‘ort(*K h<* sacred, avIio, with the c*ross, 
dopped tli(^ slieddiiig of iniujc-eiit Mood, founded the cathedral on 
tlie ruins of the temple Avliich had so often rosouudetl Avith Jimnaii 
:<roans, and in the place of these hlood-sniearv‘d i<4ols eiishiincd the 
mild form of the Virgin. 

Meanwhil(! avo oiitered the Christian editiiu*, whit li covers an im¬ 
mense* space of ground, is of the (jlothic form, Avith tAvo luftA^ orna- 
mente<l towers, amj is still immensely ric li in gohl, silv(‘r, and jewels. 
A balustrade running thuough it, Aviiieh Avas brought from (Jliina, is 
said to lx; very valuable, hut set^nis to nu* more curious than bt'auti- 
fid. It is a composition of brass and silver. Not a soul Avas in the 
sacred preciin.-ts this morning hut miserable Ifiphoa^ iu rags and blan¬ 
kets, niiiiglod Avith uomeii in ragged rchozoit; at least the sj>nnkling 
ot ladies Avilli mantillas was so very slight »i)at 1 do not think there 
^^ere half-a-dozeu in all. The floor is so dirty that om* kneels with 
■I teeling of horror, and an iiiAvard detminmation to effect as sj»oedy 
a change eff garments afterAvards as possible. 

Wc; saw, as Ave passed out, the A/te<; (^'ih^ndar—a round stone 
< overed Avitli hieroglyphies, Avhicli is still preserved ami fastened on 
the outside of the catliedral. Wc; afterwards saw the Slorio of .Sacri- 
flees, now in the court-yard of the university, Avith a hollow in the; 
middle*, in Avhieli the victim Avas laicl, while six priests, dressed in 
red, their heads adorned Avith plumes of green feathers ( thciv must 
lijive looked like ma.ea.ws), Avith gold and green earrings, and blue 
stones in their upxjer lips, held him dc^wn, Avhili* t.hc chief priciSt cut 
op. 11 liis breast, threw bis lic*art at the feet of the idol, and afterwards 
put it into his mouth with a golden sjioon. 'rhc*y then cut off Ids 
iiead, k make use of it iu building the tower of skulls, ate^ome parts 
of liim, and either burnt the rest or thrcAv it to the Avild licasts wliicdi 
were niaintaiTud in the palace. 

Tiiese interesting particailars <x*cnTred to us ar. avc looked at tin; 
stone, and we were not sorry to tliijik that it is now more; ornainen- 
lal than useful. 

Whilst I am writing, a horrible h’jjero^ Avitb great leering ca'os, is 
looking at me tUirough the AvindoAvs, and performing tin; most extra¬ 
ordinary series of groans, displaying at the sann? time a hand Avith 
lv\p long lingers, probably the other three tied in. “Senorila! 
senorita! For the loA’e of the Most Holy Virgin! For the sake of 

C 
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the most ptiro blood of Christ! By the miraculous Conception!’* 
The wretch I I dare not look up, but 1 feel that his eyes are fixed 
upon a gold watch and seals lying on th(^ trible. That is the worst 
of a house on the ground floor. . . . There come more of tlieni! 

A paralytic woman mounted on the ba(.‘k of a man with a long 
beard. A sturdy-hwking individual, who seemed as if, were it not 
for the iron bars, he would resort to more effective measures, is hold 
ing up a deformed foot, which I verily believe is merely fastened back 
in some extraordinary way. What groans! what rags! what a chorus 
of whining! This concourse is probably owing to our having sent 
tlumi some mimey yesterday. 1 try to take no notice, and write on 
as if I were deaf. T must vralk out of the room, without looking 
behind me, and s<md the porter to disperse tlicm. There are no 
hell-ropes in these parts. . . . 

1 come back again t(^ write, hardly recovered from the start that 
I have j list got. 1 had hardly written the last woijls when I heard 
a footsWp near mo, and, looking iii>, lo! there wa? my friend with 
ihe foot, standing within a yard of me, his liand stretch(Kl out for 
alms'! I was so frightened, that for a moment X thought of giving 
him my watch to get rid of him. How'ever, [ glided past him witli 
a few unintelligiiile words, and rushed to call the servants, sending 
him some money by tlui first person w’ho came. The porter, who 
had not seen him pass, is now dispei^sing the crowd. What vocife¬ 
rous exclamations I A-has come in and drawu the curtains, and 

I think tliey an^ going off. 

Yesterday evening T was taken to visit the presiilent. The palace 
Is an immense biiilcliiig, contain jpg, besides the apartments of tlie 
iwesidcnt and his ministi'rs, all the < iiief courts of justice. It ocmipies 
one side of the 8(iuan*, luit is no way remarkable in its andiitocturo. 
At the end’of every flight of Hte])S that we mounted, we came upon 
lounging soldiei’s in their yellow i loaks, ami women in rehozos, stand¬ 
ing about. Wc passed through a hall filled with soUli(“rs, into the 
‘antc-cliainber, w’herc we were received by suveial aides-de-camp, 
who conducted us into a very w(‘ll-furnished room, where we sat a 
few minutes, till an oilicer came to load us into the rece])ti«)n-room, 
which is a handsome apartment, about a hundred feet long, and 
fttted up with crimson and gold, also well lightetl. (hunual Busta- 
montc, now in plain clothes, gave us a vv.ty cordial reception. 

He looks like a good man, with an honest, benevolent face, frank 
and simple in his manners, and not at all like a hero. His conver¬ 
sation was not brilliant; indeed, 1 do not know a propoif to what, I 
suppose to the cUmate, hut it chiefly turned on virdidne. There 
cannot he a greater contrast, both in a])[)earance and reality, than 
between hfin and Santa Anna, There i*^ no lurking devil in his eye. 
All is frank, open, and unreserved. It is impossible to look in his 
face without believing him to be an honest and WTll-intentioned 
man. 

Having made a sufliciontly long visit to his excellency, w’c w’ent. 

‘to return that of the Countess C-a, who has a iiiagnificent 

house, w'ith suites of large rooms, of wliich the drawing-room is pa.r- 
ticidarly handsome, of immense size, the waUs beautifully painted, 
the subjects religious, and wIktc I found one of Bn^udwoocl’s finest 
grand pianos. But although there arc cabinets inlaid with gold, fim^ 
paintings, and liumlreds of rich and curious things, our European 
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a^s are«i=itnick with numerous inconsistencies in dress, servants, &c. 
i all of wliich there ia a want of keepin<^ very remarkable. Yet tjus 
3 use, and the one adjoi^iiif?, which also belonj^s to the family, aro 
iilat’es ill vastnoss, and the roimtess receives me morl^ as if 1 were 
ur daughter tlutn as a person with wlioni she has been acipiainU^d 
ut a few days. 

Then^ art' an extraonlinaiy number of street-erics in Mexico, 
iiioh bej?in at dawn and continue till night, performed by h\in(iri‘ds 
r discordant voices, impossible to understand at first; but Sofior 
— has b(^oii giving me an explanation of them, until 1 begin to 
avo some distinct idea of their meaning. At dawn you are 
wakened by the shrill and despi’unling cry of tlie carlmtero, tbo 
f)al-man: ^'‘Carbon, senor!’* which, as ho pronounces it, sounds like 
Carhosiu!” Then the grease-man takes uj) the song, Manteqvilfa! 
irdl lard! at one real arid a-half.” “Salt beef! good salt beefr’ 
’'‘C^icina huma!") interrupts the biitcla r in a jioan-ie volet. Hai/ 
/•Vjo-o-o-o-e-oy” ^riiis is tiio pr<»loijgrd aiul melaneholy nuto of the 
iromaii w lio buys kiteInm-stutT, and slops before the door. Tlien 
)ass(‘s by tlio camhiftta, a sort of Indian Hbe-liailcr or exchange-, who 
iiigs out, “ Tfjorofr.^ por vruaft dn chib /" a small fruit which she pro- 
m.ses exi lianging for hot peppers. No Iianu in that 
A kind of amiuilating pedlar drowns the shrill lrel>l(^ ol* th<‘ Indian 
•ry. He calls aloud upon the public to buy n<‘cdlcs, pins, thimbles, 
iliiri-butloiis, lapi'>cotton-ball.s, small mirrors, &,c. He enters tlu) 
ums<*, ami is rpiickly surrounded In th<* unuKui, young and ohl, 
jlfiM-ing liim tli(‘ tiudli part of what In*, asks, j.nd nliicli, after much 
laggling, lii^ accepts, lleliiiid iiimstamts llu* Indian witli liistcinrit- 
ing baskets t>f frail, of whi< li he calls out all l!ie uaim s, till tin? (*ook 
or liousekeeper can resist im Imiger. ami pulling her liead over the 
balustrade, calls J»iin U]) with his bananas, laanm-s, graiiadilas, &c. 

A shar]> nolo of inhurogation is heard, indicating s<»inetking that 
•s hot, ami. must !»»• snapped ipiickly ladon* it rools. 
dc fyrnin mlicnta!’’ r'Little. fat cakes from the oven, hotl 'l This is in 
a feinub- k(\v, sharp and shrill. F«»llows Hu* mat-seller. “Who 
wants mats from I’uebla? Alats of livi,* yards?" Tliesi^ arc the most 
uiatinal cries. 

At mi<I-day the beggars begin to be particularly importunate, and 
their cries, and prayers, and long recitations, ha ir. a running at^coiu- 
])aniinent to the other noises. Then above all rises the cry of 
“Honey-cakes! ’ “l!he«*sc and honey! Rp.qvcmti and good honcjy!’> 
(Kfqtieson luung a sort of hard curd, sold in cbc<‘Si‘S.) Then come the 
‘/w/iv-mcn, the sellers of sweclnieals, of which arc vt.’iy 

goewi, and of all sorts of I'andy. ^^Caromehs dc. es^pp.rma! hncadilh de 
coco!'' Th(‘n the lottory-mcn, tlie messcDgci-s of Fortuncf, with their 
shouts of “The last ticket, yet unsold, for lialf-a-real!" a tiunpting 
annonneement to the Ja7y beggar, who linds it ('asicr to gamble than 
to work, and who may have that sum bid about bis rags. 

Towards evening rises the cry of Torfidos decuojada!” “Cnnl- 
cakes!" or, “Ho you take nuts?" succ<»cdcd by the nigbt-cry oi* 
“Chesnuts hot and roasted!" ami by the aflcc-tionatc wnilors of 
ducks; “T)u<ks,*oh my soul, hot ducks!" “.ATaize-cakes!" kc. As 
the night wears aw'ay, the voices die utf, to resume next morning 
in frosl* vig<ar.*. 

ToriilktH, whicli are the common food of the people, and which 
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arc merely maize-cakes mixed with a little lime, and of tlae form 
and size of what we call scorns, I find rather f^ood when very liot and 
fr<\sh-haked, but insipid by themstdves. Wiey have been in use all 
through this countr}" since the earliest ages of its history, without 
any change in the manner of baking them, excepting that, for the 
noble Mexicans in former days, they used to be kneaded with various 
medicinal plants, supposed to render th(?m more wholesome. They 
are considered particular!}'’ palatable with ckilp, to endure which, in 
the cpiantitios in which it is eaten here, it seems to me nc'cessary to 
have a throat lined with tin. 

In unpac^king soim^ books to-day, T happened to take u]) Sartor 
Resartus,'* which, by a curious coincidence, opened of itself, to my 
groat delight, at the following passage:— 

“The simplest costuino,” observ'cs our professor, “which I any¬ 
where find alluded to in history, is tha‘t used as regimental by 
Holivfir’s cavalry, in tlu^ late Columbian wars. A square blanket, 
tu'olve feet in diagonal, is provided (some w(‘r<j worit to <*ut off the 
corners, and make it circular); in the centre a slit is effected, eighteen 
inches long; through this the mother-naked trooper introduces his 
hea(J and neck ; and so rides, shielded from all weather, and iiihattlo 
from many stroke's ffeer he rolls it alK>ut his left arm); and not only 
dressed, )mt harnessed and drape^ried.” Here then w'o find the true 
“old Homan contempt of the snperflnous,” which seu'ins rather to 
meet the approbation of the illustrious Professor Teufelsdroeh. 


LKTTHfl VIII. 

A ORKAT ball is to be given on the Sdi of January in the tlu'atro for 
the beiK'fit of the poeer, which is to be under the ))atronag(; of the 
most distinguished ladies of Mexico. After much deliberation 
’ amongst tlie patronesses, it is cleeided that it sliall 1)0 a haf costume, 
and T have snme tl)oughts of going in tlie Poblana dress, wJiich I 

before described to you. As I am told that the Sefi(ua fJI-a wore 

it at a ball in lioiulon, when her busbaml was minister there, I have 
sent my maid to learn the paidieulars fr(»ia her. 

In the evening we went to the theatre. Such a theatre! Dfirk, 
dirty, redolent of Ijad odours; tlu^ passjiges leading to tlie boxes so 
jll-ligbtcd, that om^ is afraid in the tlark to jiick one’s stops through 
them. The acting was nearly of a piece. 

There was no applaiisi*, and half the boxes were empty, whilst 
those who were there seemed merely to occupy them from the effect 
of habit, a«d because this is the only evening amusement. The 
prompter s]>oke so loud, that as 

Coming events cast their shadows before, 

every word was made known to the audience in confidence, before 
Jt came out upon the stage oflieialh\ The whole pit smoked, the 
galleries smoked, the boxes smoked, the prompter smoked, a long 
stream of smoke curling from his box, giving sometl^ing oracular and 
Delphic to his ju’opheeies. 

The force ot smoking could no further go/ 

The theatre is certainly unworthy of this fine city. 
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31st.-j~We have spent the day in visiting the castle of Chapidtepec, 
i shoii; league from Mexico, the most haunted by recollections of all 
;he traditionary sites of which Mexico <;an boast. Could these hoary 
jypreeses speak, what tales might they not disclose, standing there 
ivith their lojig gray beards, anil outstretched venerable arms, een- 
niry after century; already old when Moutozuma was a hoy, and 
jtill vigorous in the days of lliistamento! Tliero Inis the last of the 
Aztec rinpvu’ors wandered with his dark-eyed harem. Under the 
iliade of those gigantic trees lie has rusted, perhaps smoked his 

toha«-co mingled with ainl)ev," and fallen to sle,cp, his dreams un- 
liaunti'd i»y visions of the stem traveller Ironi the far cast, whose 
iails even tlieii might be within sight of the sliore. Jn these tankii 
has hatliod. Jlcre were his gardens, and his aviaries, and his 
{isli-poiids. Through these now tangled and deserted avoocIs ho may 
have hci-Ji turried hy Ins young nobles in his open Utter, undci a 
splendid da'js, s«» ]>pirig out upon tlie ricl^ ^•ulfs \vln<h his slaves 
spread lu lbre liku on tJii' green and \t lvet turf 

The castle itself, in.idem though il; seems like a tradition. 
^J'he A'it'eioy Galvez, win* built il, is of a hygoiu^ race. The ai»art- 
jnenls an •'‘'•cly anil abamloiKMl. tbe walls falling to j iiiii, the glass 
ol tin- w .is an-* tlie carved work of ihe do()"s liavc been sold; 
.ind stMiidJhg at 11 gicat licighi, i \|[i<;sed to evei} wind that blows, 
it is rai)idly fa Ming to deeay. 

We S' t olf e:ir]y„passiiig over a line pav'cd road, divided by ii great 
and soli<l aipiethiet of nine Iniudred arches, oiie, of the two great 
n.jtMMhiets hy which fresh watt r is eon\* ved to the city, and of winch 
riie two soiirees arc in the liill of Cliapiiltcpec, and in that of Santa 
i'V, at a nnicli greater distance. *AVheu wt^ an i vet I, the sleepy soJ- 
tliers, wlio were lounging btjfore tin* gattrs Ihrew them open to let 
(he carriagt* enter, and we drew iij) in front t>f the great cypress, 
Known b\ the name of “ Monte'/iUma's Cvjut ss,’ a most stiipeii(lon.s 
Me.', dark, solemn, ami sttite.ly its hranelies unnioved as the liglit 
wind played amongst them, of most inajestk: la ight, and forty-one 
feci in eiri'nmfeienet*. .A. seeomi eypress, .standing near, and of 
almost eijUal size, is even more graeefnJ; and tln*y, and all the n<»l»le 
trees which adorn thes«‘ sjieaking soiitude.s, are eovere<l with a 
eiee.ping jilant, resend ding gray moss, hanging over every hrancli 
like hmg gray hair, giving lii-m a most veiierabi. a.ml Drnidical look. 

From the terrace tiiat nms rouml the east!*- iln^ view forms the 
most .mitgiiilkeiit paiioiaina that can he imagined. Tlie whole 
valley of Mexico lies stretclied out as in a raa]*; the city itself, with 
it.*, inunmerahle elnirclu'S and convents; the. two great aqueducts 
which cross the plain; the avenues <if elms ami poplars wliieh lead 
to the city; the villages, lakes, and plains wliich sunuiiiid it. To 
the nortl], the magniliecnt cathedral of Onr Lady of Giuidalnpe; to 
the Koutli, the villages of San Agnstin, San Angel, ami 'racnhaya, 
wlneh seem emluisomcd in trees, and look like an immense ganlen. 
And if in the plains below' tht^re are many nnenitivatod lields, ami 
many buildings falling to ruin, yet, with its glorious enclosure of* 
mountains, attbve which tow'or tlie two mighty volcanoes, Topo- 
catepctl and Iztaccihnatl, the Gog and Magog rif (he A'iiIJ<'y, from off 
whokMi giant sid^ great volumes of misty cioiids wer(i lolling, and 
with its tur((iioiHe sky for ev«*r smiling on the scene, the whole land- 
-scape, as viewed from this height, is one of unparalJdctl beauty. 
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Ist January, 1840.—^New Year’s Day! The birth of the young 
year is ushered in by no remarkable si^s of festivity. More ringing 
of bells, more chanting of mass, gayer drepscs amongst the peasants 
in tile streets, and more carriages passing along, and the ladies 
within rathei more dressed than apparently they usually are when 
they do not intend to pay visits. In passing through the plaza this 
morning, our carriage siuldeiily drew up, and the servants took off 
their hats. At the same moment, the whole population, men, women, 
and children, vendors and buyers, peasant and sefiora, priest an(l 
layman, drtipped on their knees: a picturesque sight. I’resently a 
coach came slowly along through the crowd, with the mysterious 
Eye painted on the panels, drawn by piebald homes, and with priests 
within bearing the divine S)'inbols. On the balconies, in the shops, 
in the houses, and on the streets, every one knelt wliile it passed, 
the little bell giving warning of its approach. 

W(? were tlien at the door of the palace, where we Avent this 
inornijig to see the opeming of congress, the two hotiSi s hdiig included 
in this building. The house of representatives, though not large, is 
handsome, and in good taste. Opjiosite to the presidential chair is 
a full-length representation of Our Lady of Caiadalnpe. All round 
the hall, which is scniicireular, are inscribed tlie names of the heroes 
of independence, and that of the Kmperor Agustin Yturhide is 
placed on the right of the presidential chair, witli his sword hang¬ 
ing on the Avail; Avhile on the h'ft of the chief magistrate’s seat 
there is a vacant sj^fiei*, perhajis destined for the name of another 
emperor. The multitude of priests, with their large shovel-hats, and 
the entrance of the president in full uniform, aniuainced by music; 
and a ffonrish of trumpots, and attended by his staff, rendered it as 
anti-repnbliean-looking an assernldy as one couhi Avish to sec. The 
utmost decorum and trampiillity prevailed. The president made a 
speech in a low aiid rather monotemous tone, Avliich in the diplomatic 
seat, Avherc we aati’c, was scarcely audible. No ladies Avere in th(^ 
house, myself excepted; Avhiehl am glad I was not aware of before 
going, or 1 should perhaps haA'c staid aAvay. 

This morning a A'ory handsome dress A\'as forwarded to me with 
the compliments of a lady Avhom I do not know, the Avife of Ocneral 
— 7 “, with a request that, if I should go the fancy ball as a Poblana 
I>i*astint, I may Avear this c(X3tume. It is a Poblana dress, and very 
superb, consisting of a pcttit;oat of maroon-colonred merino, witli 
gold fringe, gold bands and spangles; an under-petticoat, em¬ 
broidered and trimmed with rich lace, to come below it. 

The actors luiA'c just called to inform 0-n that their ^\funcion 

cxlraordinaria" in his honour is to be given on the third, that a box 
is prepared for us, and that the play is to he “Pon .John of Austria.”^^ 

4th.—^Having sat through five acts last evening in the theatre, we 
came home very tired. ’J’lie play was awfully long, lasting from 
eight o’clock till one in the morning. At the end of the first act, 
the prefect and other dignitaries came round with much procipita- 

“tion, and carried off C-^n to a large box in the centre, intended 

for him; for, not knowing which it was, we had goiffe to that of the 

Countess C-a. The theatre looked much more decent than before; 

being lighted up, and the boxes hung Avith silk dr^erics in honour 


* Translated from the French of Catoir Delavigno. 
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)i the occasion. The ladies, also, were in full dress, and the boxes 
jrowdea, so that one could scarcely recognise the house. 

This morning we dro^e out to st^e the cathedral of Our Lady of 

: C-n in one carriage with Count 0-a, and the 

^(■fiora C-a and 1 iii another, driven by SeCor A-d, who is a 

•elebrated whip; tlu* carriage ojmui, witii handsome white horses, 
irisontis, as the}' licre call llic northern horses, whether from England 
:»r the I'llited Htat(‘S, and which are much larger than the sjurited 
little horses of tlie country. As usual, we were accompanied by lour 
irmed outriders. 

AVe passed through miserable suburbs, ruined, dirty, and with a 
I'ommingliiig of odours which I eniiJd boblly challenge those ol 
Cologne to rival. After leaving the town, the road is not parlicii- 
larly pretty, but is for ihc most partabroatl, struiglit avenue, bounded 
on oitber side by trees. 

At (iuadaliipc, on the hill of Tepayac. ihiiT stood, in days of yore, 
the Temple of Tonaiitzin, th<* goddess of earth ami of corn, a mild 
deity, Avho rejected human victinis, mid was only to be propitiated 
by the sacritices of turtle-doves, swallows, ])igeons, &c. She was the 
protectress of the Totonoqiii Indians. The spacious ehuixli, which 
HOW’ stands at the foot of the u)ouiitain, is mie of the richest in 
Mexico. Having put on veils, no bonnets being penuitteil within 
the i>reeincts of a eliuroh, we entered this far-lamed sanetiiavy, 
and were dazxled^liy the profusion of silver with which it is orna- 
nnmted. 

The divine painting of the Virgin of tluadalujK* represents her in 
a blue cloak eoven-d willi stars, a garment ol' eriinsmi and gold, her 
bands elaspcid, and her foot on a ereseent, supported by a clnunb. 
Tl]e painting is coarse*, and only reinarkaldo on account of the tra¬ 
dition attiiched to it. 

We then went to tlio lillage to call (tii the bi>hop, the Ylustrisiino 
S< ijor (.]ani]>os. whom we found in his canonicals, and who stH*mg a 
grKjd little old man, but no conjurer; althoiigb 1 believe ho,had the 
honour of bringing uj) liis cousin, Sofior Posada, destined to bo Arch 
bishop of Mexico. Wc found him (pjietly Sf^ated in a huge, siniply- 
rurnished room, and ap])arently buried over some huge volumes, so 
that he wxis not at first aw are of our entrance. 

A,s evening j)ravers were about to bigin, we a‘ <‘ompanied him to 
the cathedral. An old woman opened the (U»or for us as w’c jmssiMl 
out. “ tlave my ciiocidaie ready wdioii 1 return, ’ wiid the bishop. 
'•Ni,prtc?/va7e.'” said the old woman, dropping upon her knees, in 

bleh posture slio rcmaiinid for some minutes. As we passed along 
the street, the sight of the revereinl man had the saint* efl'ect; all 
fell on their knees as he passt!<l, preeist'ly as if the host wt*re carried 
by, or the shock of an eartliquake were felt. Arrived at the door 
of the cathedral, he gave us his hand, or rather his pa.storal amethyst, 
to kiss. 

Tlio organ sounded fine as it pealed through the old cath(*.dral, 
and the setting sun i>oure.d his rays in through the Clothie windows , 
with a rich afld glow’ing light. The chureli w’as crowded with peo¬ 
ple of the villa||^, but especially with counting their bci^s, 

and suddenly in the midst of an “Ave Maria Ptirisima,” flinging 
themselves and*their rags in our path with a J^or el ainor de la ikiii- 
lisitna VirgenT and if this does not serve their pui’pose, they appeal 
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to yonr domestic sympathies. From men they entreat relief “ lly 
the life of the senorita! From women, “By the life of tlie little 
child!" From children, it is “By the life qf your mother!" And a 
mixture of piety and supoi-stitious feeling makes most people, women 
at least, draw out their purses. 


LETTER IX. 


r>f/i January. 

Yestkeday (Sunday), a great day here for visiting after mass is over. 
We had a con(.‘ourse of Spaniards, all of whom seemed anxious t(» 
know whether or not 1 inteud«;d to wear a Poblana dress at the 
fancy hall, and seemed wonderfully interested about it. Two young 

ladies or women of Puebla, introduced by Seftor-came tt> proffer 

their services in giving me all the necessary i)articulars* and dressed 
the hair of Josefa, a little Mexican girl, to show me how it should be 
arranged; mentioned several things still wanting, and told me thaC 
({very one was mueh pleased at the idea of my going in a Poblana 
dress. 1 was rather surprised that every one. should trouble them¬ 
selves about it. About tw«‘ive o’clock, the president, in full uniform, 
attend(;d by his airlos-de-camp, i)aiil me a visit, {^.ml sat about balf- 
an-hour, very amiable as usual. Sliortly after came mor({ visits, and 
just as wo had supposed they were all eoiioluded, and we were going 
to dinner, we were told that the secretary of state, the ministers of 
war and (ff the interior, and others, were in the drawing-room. And 
what do you think was the purport of their visit ? To adjure me by 
all that was most ahirming to discard tht{ ichia of making my ap¬ 
pearance in a Poblana dress! They assured us that Poblanas gem^- 
rally wc{re Jhnmcs do. rim^ that tlu‘y wore no stockings, and that tlu; 
wife of the Si)aiiisli minister sltould by no iiK'ans assume, even for 
one evening, such a c«Astiime. 1 brought in my dressi^s, showed thiur 
length and their ])ropriety, but in vain; and, in fact, as to their 
being in the right, there could !>({ no doubt, and nothing but a kind 
motive could have induced them to take this trouble: so I yieldtxl 
with a good grace, and thanked the cabinet eoimeil for their timely 
warning, though fearing that, in this land of procrastination, it would 
1)0 difficult to procure aiuHher dress for the hiney ball; for you must 
know that our luggage is still toiling its weary way, on the backs of 
mules from Vora (Jruz to the capital. They had scarcely gon({ when 

Seffor-brought a message from several of the piincijiul ladies 

here, whom we do not even know, anci who had requested that, as 
a stranger, I should be informed of the reasons wdiich rendered the 
Poblana dress objectionable in this country, especially on any public 
occasion like this ball. I was really thankful for my escape. 

6th.—Early this morning, this being the day of the “ bull-fight 
extraordinary," placards were put up, as I understand, on all the 
corners of the streets, announcing it, accompanied % a portrait of 

C-n! Count C-a came soon after breakfast, accompanied In' 

Bernardo, the first matador, whom he brouglit to present to us. I 
send you the white satin note of invitation, with ifs silver lace and 

t<u?sel«( sbAW fr/rrM'l >i'',Trr A"'- 
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'Fhe MKitiiilor is a handsome hut hoavy-lookinp^ man. though said to 
be active and skiltiil. To-morrow 1 shall write you an account of 
my finl ImU-jhjht. 

7th.—Yesterday, towards the aftemoon, there were great fears of 
rain, whit li would have caused a postponement of the ooinhat; how¬ 
ever, the tlay cleared up, the hulls little knowing how nnuh their 
Ihtc dei>enjled upon the cloiuls. A box in the centi*e, with a cari>et 
and a silver lamp, had been prepared for us; hut we w'ent with our 

friends, the C-as, into their box adjoining. The scene, to me 

especially, who have iit^t st'tni the niagnilicencii of the Madritl arena, 
was animating arftl brilliant in tlu! Ijighcst degree. Fancy an im¬ 
mense amphitheatre, with four groat tiers of boxes, and a range of 
uncovered seats in front, the whole crowded almost to suffocatioiv, 
the box. 4 tilled with ladies in full dns.-., and tiu* scats below hy 
gaily-dr(‘ssed and most enthusiastic spectators; two military hands 
of music, playing beautiful airs from the operas; an extraordinary 
variety of briTliant costumes, all lighted up by the eternally deep- 
blue sky; ladies and peasants, and otticers in full nniform; and you 
may conceive! that it must have been altogether a varied ami curious 
spcetaeU‘. 

About lialf-past six, a tiourish of trumpets announced the presi¬ 
dent, who came in uniform witii Ins stall', and look his seat to the 
music of Ouerra! tjv/'rrn! / hcllid ifomhiy Shtatly afh‘r, the 
matadors and piiradors, the fornua -071 foot, the lattia* on lu»r,suhaek, 
made tlu-ir entry, .saluting all round tlu: arena, and were received 
with loiul cheering. 

llornardo’s dress of bhu* and silvt r was Au rv superb, and (tost him 
five hundi'eil dollars, 'riu' sigiud was given, (lie gates were thrown 
open, ami a bull sjrning into tbe areun ; not. a great, licvee-looking 
animal, as they are in Spain, but a small, angry, tvil^l-lookiiig lieast, 
with a troubled eye. 

Thrice sounds tlu7 clarion; lo ' Ux: signal falls, 

The den expands, and expectation nmte 
Gapes round tlic silent circle’s ]j(?(>pled walls. 

Bounds witii one lashing spring tho mighty brute 
^nd, wildly staring, spurns with .^oundillg foot 
Th(7 sand, nor blindly rnshes on his foe. 

Here, there, he points his threatenhig front, to suit 
His first attack, wide waving to and fro 
His angry tail; red rolls his eye’s dilated glow’. 

A picture e((ually correct timl jMxitical. 1’hat first 2 ^ose of the hull 
is suijerb! l*asta, in her “ Medea,” <lid not suiikiss it. !Meau while 
the matadors and tho hmuhrilUros shook their colotft-ed scarfs ut 
liim; th<! picadors poked at him with tlufir lanc(‘s. He rushed tit 
the first, and tossed up the scarfs which they tlinivv at him, whil(> 
they sprang ovtT the arena; galloped after the others, strikin'’; the 
horses, so that along with their ridtirs they occasionally rolled in the 
du.st; both, however, almost instantly nn'cvcring tla'ir cjpiilihriiini, 
in which there is no time to be lost. Then the matadoi’s would 
throw fireworks, ciackers adorned with streaming ribbons, which 
stuck on his horns, and as he tossed his head, enveloped him in a 
blaze of lire. Occjisionally the picador would cal< h liold of the 
bull’s tail, and passing it under his ow’> wbtvd 
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round, force the bull to gallop backwards, and throw him qti his 
face. 

Maddened with pain, streaming -with blood, stuck full of darts, 
and covered wit|i lire works, the unfortunate beast went galloping 
round and round, plunging blindly at man and horse, and fre¬ 
quently trying to leap the barrier, but driven back by the waving 
hats and shouting of the crowd. At last, as he stood at bay, and 
nearly exhausted, the matador ran up and gave him the mortal 
blow, considered a peculiar proof of skill. The hull stopped, as if 
he felt that his hour was eoinc, staggered, made a few plunges at 
nothing, and loll. A finishing stroke, and the Imll expinsd. 

The trumpets sounded, the music played. Four horses galloped 
in, tied to a }'oke, to which the bull was fastened and swiftly 
dragged out of the arena. This last i)art bad a fine effect, remind¬ 
ing one of a Jtoinaii sacrifice, lii a similar manner, eight bulls were 
done to death. 'J'he scene is altogether fine, the address amusing; 
but the wounding and tornuuiting of tluj bull are sickening, and as 
hero the tips of bis horns an* fibinled, one has monj syini)aliiy with 
him tlian with his human adv(‘i’saries. It cannot be good to accus¬ 
tom a i>c<jple to such blood}' siglits. 

Yet let me confess, that thougli at first T covered luy fircc and 
could not look, little by little 1 grew so niucli interested in the scene, 
that I could not tak(^ niy eyes olf it, and 1 can easily understand the 
l)leasure taken in tbosi; barbarous diversions, by those accustomed 
to them from childhood. 

The bull-light having terminated amidst loud and prolonged 
cheering from the crowd, a trc*e of firew<jiks, erected in tlu? midst 
of the arena, was lighted, ami amidst a blaze of coloured light, ap¬ 
peared, first the arms of tlu* re})iil)lie, tlie eagle and no])al; uJid 

above, a full-length portrait of C-ii! rejm*sentcd by a figure in a 

blue and silver uniform. Down fell the Mexican eagle with a crash 
at his feet, winle he remained hiiruing hriglitly, and lighhal up by 
fireworks, in the midst of tromeudoiis shouts and eheers. Thus ter¬ 
minated this '\ntjidim extniordinuna;” and when all was over, we 

Avent to dine at Countess C. -a’s, had some music in the evening, 

and afterwarrls returned liome to](*rahly tired. 

lOtli.—The fane}' hall took 2 )laee last evening in the theatre; ami 
although, owing either to the change of climat(! or to the damp¬ 
ness of tht* lu.msc, 1 have hetui obliged to keep my room sinci- the 
day of the hull-fight, and to decline a fileasant dinner at the. Knglisli 
minister’s, I tliought it advisable to make my ap[)earanee there. 
Having discarded the costume of the light-headed rohlamanas, I 
adopted that of a virtuous Homan CcMtadina, simide enough to he 
run lip in one day: a white skirt, red bodice with blue ribbons, 
juid lace veil put on scpiare behind; apropos to which head-di*e.ss, it 
is very common amongst tlie Indians to wc’ar a piece of stufi* tbldcd 
square, and laid fiat upon the head, in the Italian fashion; and as 
it is not fastened, 1 cannot imagine how they trot along without 
letting it fall. 

We went to the theatre about eleven, and found the entree^ though 
crowded with c*arringes, very quiet and orderly. Thu coup-d'ml on 
entering was extremely gay, and certainly very amusing. The 
boxes w'ere filled witli ladies, presenting an endless succession of 
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dian^ond earrings; while in the theatre’itself, if ever a ball might 
])e tonncd a faiic} ball, this was that ball. Of Swiss peasants, 
Seoteli peasants, ainlt^dl manner of peasants, there, were a goodly 
assortment; as also of Turks, Higlilaudem, and men in plain clothes. 

Various ladies were introdiieed to me wlio arc only waiting to 
rceeive our cards of/<«>c part before they call. Amongst the girls, 

the bi-st dresses that 1 obscrveil were the Sefioritas do F-d, 

the one liandsome, with llie lignie ami face of a Spanish peasjint; 
tlie other mu(^^ more gracoM ami intelligent-looking, though with 
less actual beauty. However, so majjy of the un>st. f5Uihionai)lc peo- 
l)le \vere in their boxes, that i am told this is not a good occasion 
on which to judge of the beauty or st>h of toilet of the Mexican 
Avomen; besides which, ttu‘so tanoy halls being uncommon, they 
would iirohal)Iy look i)eUer in tlu ir . uumI « r>stnnie Upon the 
Avhole, 1 saw few striking beauties, liUIe grace, and very litUc good 
daneiiig. There Avas too iiiiich velvet and satin, and the dresses 
Avere too iiuadi ]oa<lcd. 'Mie di.imoiuls, tliough superb, Avere fre¬ 
quently ill-set The di<'ss(‘s, t(>i)ipare«l with the actual fashion, 
Avere absurdly short, and tla; feet, natwr-diy small, wen; sciueezed 
into shoe.^ still smaller, wliicJi is destnuiive to grace, whether in 
walking m (huicing. 

Isu'v many superb pairs of eyes, and beautiful hands and arras, 
perfect models for a sculptor, Liu- hands especially; ami very few 
gocal i oni])lexiopS. 

'Fbe. room was excessively cold, nor Avas the ancient odour of tlie 
theatre entirely obliterated; nor indeed do J think that all the jier- 
fnim*!- of .\ia.hia would overpower it. Havijig AA'alked about, and 
admin'd all the va,ri«-ties of faiic'j costniin*s, 1, being nearly frozen, « 

went to the t'oiniii'ss U-a’s box on tlie pit tier, aJid eiiveloixal 

myself in .a cloak, 'flaw pointed out tin most distiiigiiishc.d persons 

in Ur: !;i»xcs. amongst others the lainih of the JO-s, who seem 

very handsome, Avitli l>nlliaiit <;olour ajid line teeth. We reJJiaiiied 
until three in the morning, and dec liin'd all oftei> of lelreshiiiejit, 
thougli, after ail, a eup of hot clioeolatf Avoiiid not iiavc been amiss, 
^riiere Avas supper somewhere, but i irelieve attended only by gen¬ 
tlemen. I laid the satisfaetiou in ]>assing out to see numerous ladies 
on their ])artiiers’ anus, and, all bedi/.em d us they vviae with Jiiiery, 
sto]i under tla; lamps and light their oi;-;irs- -eoi»l and pretty. 

.LOtli,—I have passed nearly a Aveek in a slight fever, shivering 
and hot. I was attended by a doctor of the country, who seems the 
juost harmless creature imuginahle. Iht ry day he felt my jmlse, 
and gave me souie little innocent mixliu-e. Jhit what he esjjecially 
gave me Avas a lesson in ])oljte conversation. Every day we had Uk* 
following ilialogue, as lie rose to take leave; 

“ Ma.<lam (this by the bedside), I am at your service." 

“ Many thanks, sir." 

‘■Madam (this at the foot of the hid), know mo for your most 
humble servant." 

“ Good morning, sir." 

“ Matjani (here he stopjied beside a table), 1 kiss your feet." 

" Sir, 1 kis8»your hand." 

“Madam (this nc4r tlie door), my poor house, and all in it— 
im wdf, though useless—all I have—is yours." 

“ Many thinks, sir.” 
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lie turns round and opens the door, again turning round -as he 
does so— 

** Adieu, madam! your servant.’* 

“Adieu, sir!” 

He goes out, partly re-opens the door, and puts in his head-— 

“Good morning, madam!” 

This civility, so lengthened out, as if parting were such “ sweet 
sorrow,” between doctor and patient, seems rather misplaced. It is 
here considered more polite to say Senorita than Senora, even to 
married women, and the lady of the house is generally called by Jier 
servants, “ La Nina” (the little girl), even though she be over eighty. 
The last custom is still more common in Havana, where the old 
negresses, who have always liv^ed in the family, and are accustomed 
to call their young mistress by this name, never change, whatever 
be her age. 

I have received a packet of letters, which have done me more 
good than the old doctor’s visits. The cax)tain left us yesterday, and 
took charge of a box of chocolate stamped with various figures, and 
of some curious dvlc^a for you. Our cards, giving the Mexicans the 
tardy information of our arrival, were sent out some days ago. 1 
copy one, that you may have a specimen of the style, which looks 
for all the world like that of a shop advertisiunent, purporting that 

Don - makes wigs, dresses hair, and so forth, wliiie Delia- 

wash(‘s lace and do(‘s up iiiie linen. 

Don A.. C-de la B -, KnTiado Kxtraordinario y Ministro Plenipoten- 

•ciario dc 8. M. C. cerca do la Ucpublica Me.\icatm; y su Espusa, Dona E- 

E— — C-dc la B-; partieipan k au Llcgadu k cstc Capital, y so ofrecen k 

au disposicioii, en la Plazuela dc Buenavista, No. 2.* 

18th.—For these last few days onr rooms have IxMjn filhid with 
visitoi-s, and my eyes are stMireely yet accustomed to the display of 
diamonds and pearls, silks, satins, blondt'S, ami velvets, in wliieh the 
ladies have ])aid their lirst visits of etiquette. A few of the dresses I 
shall record for your benclit, not as being richer than the others, but 
that 1 liay)pen to recollect tlicm best. 

Countess de S-o: under-dress of rich violet satin, gown of black 

blonde, mantilla of black blonde, diamond tiarrings, live or six large 
diamond brooeijos fastening the mantilla, necklace of large pearls and 

■diamond Sevigiie. The Seliora »S-: (Iress of white satin, gown <4’ 

white blonde, white blonde mantilla, pi;arls, diamonds, ami white 

satin shoes. Madame H-r: black velvet dress, white blonde niaii- 

tilla, pearls, diamonds, short sleeves, ami white satin shoi's. The 

■Seftora de A-d: fawm-coloured sati:. dress, black blonde mantilla, 

diamonds, and black satin shoes. 

Last night an attempt was made to break into the house; but our 

fine little bull-dog Hercules, a present fixmi Seflor A-d, kept his 

•ground so well, and hiirked so furiously, that the servants were 
awakened, even the porter, the soundest slumberer amongst tliem; 
and the robbers cscaptid without doing further mischief than inllict- 

* Don A- C-do la 13-, Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipo¬ 
tentiary from H. C. M. ; and his lady, l^ofia F- E - C - de la B-; 
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in^aiievcre wound on the poor animal’s paw, which has made him 
tor tlic present quite lame. 

A propos to wijich inftttcvs, a most cruel iminh'v, of which I have 
just been lu'arin" the particulars, was committed not very lonjj ago 

in this neighbourhood, upon Mons. M-, the Swiss consul, lie was 

also a hjatiuu-merchant; and one nioi ni ng having sent out his jicrter 
on fH3iuc comiiiission, a carriage drove up to tlio door, ami throe gen¬ 
tlemen prestmted themselves to Mons. HI-, reejuestiug to speak to 

him on business. He begged them to walk in; and there entered a 
general in uniform, a yo\ing otHeor, and a monk. ]\I-re¬ 

quested to be informed of their business, when suddenly th(^ general, 
stiizing hold of him, whilst the othci’s went t<.» stKure the door, ex¬ 
claimed, “W(^ have not come to hoar about your goods; we want 
your nu. icy!” The poor man, a.stounilcd ;d peu (jiving I he nature of 
his (justomers, assured them ho ke]it hut little iiioi.c> in the house, 
hut procccdcfl instantly to open his i)rivate drawers, and eniptv their 
contents, amofinting, in fact, to a tritle of some few hundred dollars. 
Finding that he had indeed no move to ^ive them, they prepared to 
depart, when the monk said. “We must kill him, or he will recognise 
us.” “ No,” said the otruT’s; “leavt* him and come along. Tlrerc 
is no danger.” “Clo on,” said the monk, “1 follow;” and, turning 
back, stabbed the consul to tht‘ lujari. ’riu* thn^e then re-enicred the 
carriage, and drove off at full sp('cd. A few miimtes afterwards the 
])orter, returning^ found his master hatlu'd in blood, and rusliiiigout 
to a neighhouring gambling-house, g;ive tla; alarm. Several gentle¬ 
men rail to his assistance, hut lie <lied an hour after, haying given all 
the j)ai tieulai*s <»f the dress and a})])<‘aianc(‘ of his mnrdeojrs and that 
of their carriage, by these tokens they w(‘j‘e st>(»ii afbu'waitls dis¬ 
covered, and by the energy of tin g»)V(nun, tben (’ount <■ a, 

they wen‘ arrested ami hanged rqioii tile trees in front of our house, 
togetlier with a rml Mexican colonel, who liail kindly hint tluj ruf¬ 
fians his <‘arriag(‘ for tin; occasion. U is seldom that crime here meets 
willi so prompt a punishment. 

Our friend, Count ('-a, when goviTiior of Mt xieo, was cele¬ 

brated for his energy in '"''H pfrsigumkuh> (h Ins laflrnvus" (junsetmting 
the robbers), as it is called. It is said timl iip<ni oiui oceasiem Jiisze.al 
carried him rather far.« Various rohhciies jiM-ving hecu eoinuiitte,d 
in the city, he had received Ji hint IVoui the goveniiiient that the 
escape of the perpetrators was ennsldtired by Diem as afiroof that he 
had grown lukewarm in the public service. A few days afterwards, 
riding in the streets, he perceived a nottnious lohlun*, who, the mo¬ 
ment he obs(!rvcd himself recognised, dartiid tlown another street with 
the swiftness of an arrow\ The governor pursued him on horseback; 
the robber made all s])eed towards the S(jimiv, and ruslied into the 
sanctuary of the cathedral. Tlit* count gallojicd in after him, and 
draggctl liim from l^s place of refuge Tu;ar the altar. This violation 
of tlic church’s sanctity was, of course, severely reiniinaiided: hut, as 
the governor remarked, they could no longer a< euse him of want of 
zeal in the discharge of Ids duty. 

lie took as his porter the captain of a gang of robbers, onbniiig him 
to stantl at th^door, and to seize any of his former iicipiaiutaiiees who 
might })ass, his own pardon depending on his conduct in this respect. 
Riding out one day to his countrv-Tilace Mdtli his lady, this man ae- 
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who desired the rehirii of the count to the city, upon some iwjyent 
iiiid important business. It was already dusk; y(‘t the count, trnst- 
ini^ to the honour of tlie robber, oidereil him to condxict lii.s lady to 
the hacienda, and she alone, on horseback, with this alarming guide, 
performed their journey in safety. 

Before I conclude this letter, f must tell you that T received a visit 
this morning from a very n'lnarkable ctharacter, well known here by 
the name of La Guna (the fair) Rodritfmz^ said to have been many 
years ago cehsbrated by Humboldt as the most beautiful woman he 
had seen in the whole course of his travels. Considering the lapse of 
time which ^has passed since that distinguished traveller visited these 
parts, T was almost astonished when her card was sent up with a 
request for admission, and still more so to find that, in spite of 
years and of the furrows whicli it pleases Time to plougli in the love¬ 
liest faces, Ija Gdera retains a profusion of tair curls without one 
gray hair, a st‘t of beautiful white teeth, very fine eyes, and great 
vivacity. 

One of La Giiera’s stories is too original to be lost. A lady of high 
rank having died in Mexico, her relatives undertook to commit her 
to her last resting-place, habited, according to tlie then prevailing 
fashion, in her most magnificent drms: that which she had Avorn at 
her wedding. This dress was a wonder of luxury, even in Mexico. 
It was entirely composed of the finest lace, and the flounces wore 
made of a species of point which cost fifty dollars a vara (tlie Mexi¬ 
can yard). Its equal was unknown. It was also ornamented and 
looped up at certain intervals with hows of ribbon very vitrbly em- 

broidereil in gold. Tu this dress tlu^ CVindesa de-- was laid in her 

coflin, thousands of dear friends crowding to view her beautiful cos- 
time de morty and at length slu? was placed in her tomb, the key of 
Avhich was entnisted to the sacristan. 

From the tomb to the opera is a ver\' abrupt transition; neverthe¬ 
less, both have a share in this story. A company of French dancers 
appeart’d in Mexico, a tAveiitietb-raie ballet, and tlu^ chief danttetm 
was a little Freneli damsel, remarkalile for the sliortnoss of her robi's, 
her coquetry, and her astonishing pirouettes. On the night of a 
favourite halbd, Madi'moiselle Pauline made her entree in a succes. 
sion of pirouettes, and poising on her toe, looked round for ajiproba- 
tion, when a sudden thrill of horror, accompanied by a murmur of 
indignation, pervad<3d the assembly. Mademoiselle Pauline was 
equipped in the very dress in rvhich the defunct countess bad been 
buried! Jjace, point flounces, gold, ribbons; impossible to mistake 
it! Hardly had the curtain <lropi>cd when the little dammse found 
herself sun-oumled by competent authorities, qui^stioning her as to 
where and h6w she had obtained her ctress. She replied that she liad 
bought it at an extravagant price from a French modiste in the city. 
She had rifled no tomb, hut honestly paid dow^i golden ounces in 
exchange for her lawful property. To the modistdh w'(*nt the otticers 
of justice. She also pleaded inncxjcnt. She had bought it of a man 
who had brought it to her for sale, and had paid him imi(;h more 
than upoids d'or^ as indeed it wras w'orth. By dint of further inves¬ 
tigation, the man w^as identifled, and proved to be tVie sacristan of 

San-. Short-sighted sacristan! He was aiTosted and thrown 

into prison, and one benefit resulted from his cupitlity, since, in order 
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camt'iho custom, after the body had lain in stiito for some time in 
ma.ccuiticent ri.ljt‘S, tt» substitute a plain dress previous to plaoLiigtho 
cotiin in the vault. A^ioor vanity after all! 

I was told by a lady here, that on tlie death of her grandchild he 
was not only enveloped in rich laoc, Imt tlu^ diamonds of thnr con- 
desas and torn* marquesas were colleet(*d together and put on him; 
nocklaecs, hrace.le.ts, rings, brooches, and tiaras, to the value of seve¬ 
ral lij!indr<‘d thousand dollars. The street was hung with draperies, 
and a hand of music played, whilst he was visited by all the titled 
relatives oH the family in his dead splendour, poor little bahy! Vet 
his inotlicr Tnourn»*(l for Inni ns for all h<‘i blighted hopes, and the 
last seion of a noble house. (h U^f sliows itsrif in ditfeveiil; ways; yet 
one might think that, wleni it seeks eons(/latioii in display, it must 
be less jwufound than when it shnns 1*. 


l.iiTT-KIl X. 

Snu Foiiujiido^ "20111 Fdtruari/. 

We have boon engaged for some time past in tlie disagreeable oeeu- 
pations, lirst of tiuding, then of furnishiug. and lastly of entering 
into a Mew hons«*. We wt'ie an.vijei.s lo hire that of the Mar- 
qnesa de .hilua-pa-, which is pretty, well si{uatc.<l, and Jvas a garden; 
hut the ag('id, after makiiig ns wait fo>- Ins <lc< isioii more, than a fort¬ 
night, infornuid us that lie had dctenniui-d to sell it. ilouse.rent is 
extremely high; uolhing toleral)le (o hi* had uud< r two Ihousaml 
live hiindretl <lolJars piu' .niiniim, miMinii. hed. 'I'here is aho an ex¬ 
traordinary custom of jjayimr a smii called irnnf»/.'»), sometimes to tlie 
amount of foiirteeu tlioii^aiid d.ollars, taking ^our (‘hani’o of Juiving 
the money repaid .you b) the next, jiersoii who lakes th(‘ house. Wo 
next emleavonred to procure a house jioI far Iroru our ju’esent resi- 
deru'c—a palace, in faet--vvhieh 1 mentioned to yon before as having 
lieen oeeiipied at one linn* by Santa A nna, and at anotlier by the 
blnglish legation; hut the present proTuietor cannot be pi’evailed 
upon to lei it. It has a beautiful gardim ami oli v<‘-gr<njiid, luit is not 
a very secure abode, except with a guar«l of soldiers. We at length 
eaim to tlie deti rminatioii of taking up our quarters liere. It is a 

handsome new liouse, built l>y (icneral tl -, and has the fault of 

being only too lavgt* Jhiilt in a sipuire. liki; all Mc'xie.an houses, the 
ground-floor, which lias a stone-pave<l e..uit with a fountain in tluj 
middle, contains about twenty rooms, besides out-liouses, eoaeh- 
house, stables, pigeon-house, garden-liousi*, <te. Th(< fieeond story, 
where the principal apartments are, the first lloor being cliietly occu¬ 
pied by servants, has the same nuniher of rooms, with eoal-rooin, 
wood-room, bath-room, and wa.t,ev everywhere, in the court below, 
in tie* garden, and on the azotea, which is very spacious, and wlu've, 
were the hous<; our owui, we might buihl a m'imdor, and otlienvise 
ornament it; hut to build for another is too hmoie. 'J’lie great de¬ 
fect in all tlmst bousi'S is tlieir want of tinisb; the loeat doom, that 
will not sliut properly, and the great wimlows down to T.he ground, 
which in tlic rainy season will (rertainly admit water, making these 
residences appear something like a cross-bieed between a p-alace and 



LIFE IN MEXI-0. 


48 

a }>arn : the splendour of the one, the discomfort of the other. Be¬ 
hind this house is a very small "arden, hounded on one side l)y the 
frrcat AVjill \vhi(jh erjcdosi's tlM‘ drcliard of thou old monastery of San 
FernaTulo, within whoso vast prccincds only seven or eight monks 
now ling(‘r. It is an immense building, old, and gray, and time¬ 
worn, with cliiirch adjoining and spacious lands appertaining to it. 
At all tim(*K it is pictnvesipie, but b}'^ moonliglit or sunset it forms a 
most old(*n-time vision. 

At tiuit hour, standing alone in the high-walled gav<h!n when tlu> 
convent bells are tolling, and the eonvtmt itself, with its iron-barr(*(l 
(lothie windows, and its gray-gi’cen olive-trees, that look so unreal 
and lifeless, is tinged by the bust rays of the sun, llu! wliole scvms 
like a vision, or a lialf-remembered sketeli, or a memory of I 'unanee. 

Then the sun sets beliind the snow-crowned mountains with a 
bright fiery red, Ctivering their majestie sides with a rosy glow, while 
great hlark clouds come stiiliiig along like the wings of night; and 
then is the hour for remembering that this is Mexico, '.iiid in spite of 
all the evils tliat have fallen over it, the memory of tlu* romantic 
l^ist liovers there still. But the darjt clouds sail on, aiul em-dope 
the eriinson tints yet lingering and blushing on the lofty niountaius, 
and like monstrous night-birds brood th<Te in silent wantli; ami 
gradually the Avbole landscape—mountains and sky, convent and 
olive-trees—look griiy and sad, and seem to melt away in the dim 
twilight 

Then tlie bright moon rises, and flings Iht silver vnl oA'er the 
mountains, and lights up the plains, glittering and (piiveriug ujxm 
the old gray stones, and a sound of military music is heartl in the 
distance, far and faint. And all the hells are tolling; from obi San 
Femando, that repeats himself like a sexagenarian; from the lowers 
of the cathedral; from many a disiaut eliureli and eon vent; and 
above the riimhling of carriages and the hum of the city an; lieard 
the notes of a hymn, noAV rising, now falling upon tlui t‘ur. as the re¬ 
ligious lu'ocession passes along to some iieighhouring temi»b*. But it 
grows late; a carriage (Uit(‘i*s tlui <rourt-yard: a visit. Tliere is no 
romance liere. Men and women are the same eviuywluue, whether 
enveloptid in the.graceful mantilla or wearing I/rrhaiilf's hint —whe- 
th(*r Avrapt in Spanish cloak, or Mexican senipt% or Seottisli jdaitl. 
'riie manners of the ladies here arc extremely kiml, hut Si)auish 
oti<iuettc and compliments are beyond measure tiresoim*. After 
liaving embraced each la<lv Avbo eiit<*.rs, according to the fashion, 
Avhieh after all seems cordial, to say the least of it, and seab.'d tlu* 
lady of most consequence on the right side of the sofa, a point of 
gi'cat importance, the folloAviiig dialogue is a<' rioeur :—“How are 
you? Arc >x>u aa'cU?” “At your serviet*; and you.''’* “'Witlituit 

novelty (dn novedad), at your sorAuec.'' ‘ I am rejoic(‘(l; and liow 
are you, seiiora?” “At your disposal; and you?'’ “A thousand 
thanks; and the sefior?” “At your semee, without noA^edty,” ^’c. 
&c. Besides, Ticftuv sitting doAvn, there is “ Tray bo stiaLcd.” “ I‘ass 
first, sefiorita.” “ No, madam, jway pass fii-st.” “ Vaya^ Avell, to 
oblige you, Avitliout further ceremony; T dislike compliimmts and 
etiquette.” Au<l it is a fact that there is no real etiquette, but tlic 
most perfect laissrz aller in the Avorld. All tliose are intuv. Avords 
tokens of good-Avill. If it is in the moniing, there is the additional 
question of “ Hoav have you passed tlie niglit ?” And the answer, 
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“ Tn y«iir service.” Even in-I^Texico the weather affords a legitimate 
o])oning for a oonversc^ion battery, hut this chiefly when it rains 
or looks <lnll, which, occasioning surprise, gives rise to observation, 
llcsides, M sliglit change in the degree of heat or cold, which we would 
not observe, they comment upon. 

The visit over, the ladies I'e-emhrace, the lady of the house fol 
lowing luiF guest to Ihc^ to]) of the stairense, and again compliments 
:iv<* gi'/cu !»Md reei*ivod. “^Nbuhiin, you know that my house, is at 
ydur 'If )«s»l ’’ “A thousand thanks, madam. Mine is at yours, 
H':'; !' u.~rtess, know iii(; tor your servant, and command mo. in 
.‘\i-rvliibig that you may desire.” ‘‘.Vdieul 1 hojxj you may pass a 
;.,<>o(i night.” At tin* boitom of the fiist landing-place tin- 

visitni> gain turn round to <*nteli the eye of Ibti lady of the house, 
a fid 'it u\ ari^ repeated. .All this, which struck me at first, 

;i!r. :id . o< >n |iiite nainral, loid wciuld siinrco h(‘ worth mentioning, 
but MS .-i.rr •u..ig a, I ontrast \o '>nr slight and Jo^dilfe.ciii manner of 
ii'ct'lving . .d ftikiiig leave of imu* guests. All the ladii s addn ss ‘ evCh 
<»t!u r, and arc addressed hv gentleimu), hy their Christian names; 
and thus/' wlio have ]v.n’d me more tlian one. or two visits use the 
sanid h' niliar uxic of juldn-ss to me. .Among.st women T rather like 
this. Im. 5‘ >dm»‘\vli.I,t startles my ideas nfthe litness (»f things to lu'nr 
•i \de ig ni'Ui .'nldres.s a inarrie«l unsnan as Maria, Antonia, Anita, &c. 
buvi'V.T, th'ugs must- he taken as they arc meant; and as no fami- 
lii'.rity i, InUaided, none should )•<• supposed. . , . 

i>iit these visitors are gone, an<l into tin* open court tlic consohi- 
tfMT moon is shining. All elouds have passed away, and the blue 
sky is so bliK; .as to daz/.h‘ the eyi-s even in tin' moonliglit. Each star 
sliims out hriglit, goldmr and distinct, and it seems a sin to shajj) 
nml to Jose so lovely a night. . Ibit for a tni(‘ night vietv 

mount upon the a/(»te.'i. and see all .Mexico slee])ing at your feet; the 
uhfde valley and the eity itself floating in imtonligld ; the blue vault 
!d:ovc gemmed wllh stars, .md tJu! mountains all hathed in silver, 
;lir wliite volciuioi : setuniiig io join c.'irth and sky. Ifere even Sal- 
s\‘A‘ ' '.genius would biil. We must evoke the ghost of Byrmi. The 
fu oe.: .'to e n\ |»oet»\ .‘iloue miglii give a faint idea of a 

s'‘ene 'o wnmiriai^l> beautiful 

*J<)tb.—AVe went yesterday witli Mr. M-, bis wife and flangbtcr, 

and M p.adre, to visit the aichhislioji’s palace at Tacuhaya, a pretty 
\ilhige about four miles from Mexico, and !i favemrite ihhj of ours in 
tin' morning. I’he eomitry around Mcxko, if nut always beautiful, 
has the merit of beijig original; and on the. road to Tacuhaya, which 
.. by C]ia|iulte]*(*e, vou pass large tracts of country almost entirely 
tiuciiltivati d. Iboiigh so near the city, or eo\ei’ed by Jiho mighty 
nnn/ue;. oiMiil. the .Xmerican a.gave, which will tiourish on the most 
aridi soil, ami. like a fountain in a desmt place, furnishes the poorest 
IndjMu with the beverage most grateful io bi.s palate;. It seems to 
lx* t.') tliein svliat the numleer is to the Es<]uimaux, littixl hy nature 
to su]iply all his wants. Tlie maguey, and its pnxluee, pulqw\ were 
kmevn to the Indians in the nmst ancient titnes; and the primitive 
Aztecs lUify have become as intoxicate<l on their favourite octli^ as 
th<‘> called it, a'S the modern Mexicans do on their beloved pulque. 

It is not often that we see the snperh flower witli its I'olossal stem, 
for the plant that is in blossom is a useless beanh. 'Phe moment 
the experienced Indian becomes aware that his maguey is about to 

B 
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flower, he cuts out the heart, covers it over with the side le?ives of 
the plant, and all the jftce which should 4iave p^one to the ^eat 
stem of theilower, nins into the empty basin thus fonned. into which 
the Indian, thrice a-day, and durininr several months in succession, 
inserts his atojote or gourd, a kind of syphon, and applying liis mouth 
to the other end, draws off the liquor by suction; a curious-looking 
process. First it is called honey-water, and is sweet and scentless; 
hut easily ferments when transfciTcd to the skins or earthen vases 
where it is kept. To assist in its fermentation, however, a little old 
]mlqm—madre pulque^ as it is called—which has fermented for many 
days, is added to it, and in twenty-four hours after it leaves the 
plant, you may imbibe it in all its perfection. It is said to be the 
most wholesome drink in the world, and remarkahly agreeable wluui 
one has overcome the firet shock occasioned by its rancid odour. At 
all events, the maguey is a source of unfailing profit, tlii^ consiun])- 
tion of pnlqm l>eing enormous, so tluit many of riclu'st families 
in the capital owe their fortunes entirely to tl»c produce of their 
magueys. When tlie owners do not make the pulque themselves, they 
frecjuontly sell their plants to the Indians; and a maguey, whicii 
costs a real when first planted, will, wlicn ready to he cut, sell for 
4welve or eighteen dollars: a tolerable profit, considiMing that it 
grows in almost any soil, requires littb^ manure, and, nnlikt^ the vine, 
no very special or periodical care, l^hey are planted in rows, lik(t 
hedges, and though the individual plant is han«lsom(‘, the general 
effect is monotonovis. Of the fibres is made* an execdlent strong thread 
called pitOf of which pita they make a strong brownish })aper, and 
might make cloth if they pleased. There is, however, little improve¬ 
ment made by the Mexicans upon the ingenuity of tluur Indian an¬ 
cestors, in respect to the nmgtujy. Upon paper made of its fibres the 
ancient Mexicans painted their hieroglvphical figures. The strong 
and pointed thorns, which terminate the gigantic; leaves, they used 
as nails and pins; and amongst the abnsc-s, not the uses of tlieso, the 
ancient sanguinary priests were in the habit of ])icrcing their breasts 
and tearing their arms with them, in acts of expiation. Besides, 
there is a very string brandy distilled from pi(lqw.‘^ whieli lias the ad¬ 
vantage of producing intoxication in an infinitely sliovter period. 

Tacubaya is a scattered village, containing some; pretty countr}'- 
houses, and some old gardens with stone fountains. The word 
“ country-house” must not, however, he understood in tlu; JCnglish 
acceptation of the word. The housK^, which is in fact nuucly used as 
an occasional retreat during the summer months, is gciiei ally a large 
cm])ty building, with innumerable lofty rooms, communicating with 
each other,,and containing the scantiest possible supply of furniture. 
One room will hiive in it a ileal table and a few chairs; you then pass 
through five or six quite empty; tlicn you will arrive at two or three 
with gieen painted bedsteads ami a bench; the walls hare, or 
ornamented with a few old pictures of saints and Virgins, and bare 
floors ornamented with nothing. To this ad<l a kitchen and out¬ 
houses, a garden running to waste and overninning with flowers, 
with stiff stone walks and a fountain in the middle, an orchard and 
an olive-ground : such are most of the haciemias that I have as yet 
seen. 

The Arzohispado is a large, handsome, hut deserted building, 
commanding the tsiimo fine > lew as from the house of the countess. 
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and wifti a "arden and fin<3 olive-ground,»thc trees of which wei?e* 
brought IVoih Kurope. TMie garden was filled with large demMo pink^ 
roses, and bunches of the millefleuT-rose, which arc disposed in 
arches, a hiVouritc custom here; also with a profusion of sweet-peafi- 
and jasmine, and a lew orange-trees. The gardener gave us some 
Ixiautifnl bouquets, and we lingered hen? till sunset, admiring the 
view. There is no point from which Mexico is seen to such advan^ 
tage. It is even a finer prospect than that from Chapnltcpec’, since 
it embraces the castle itself, one of the most striking features in the 
landscaiKr. But just as the sun saiik behind the mountains, a 
smlden change took place in the w'cather. The wind rose, great 
masses of dark clouds came driving (»vcr the sl«y, and the rain fell 
in torrents, forcing us to make a hasty rotivat to our carnages; 
and having omitted to tak(i o.ny precautions, and this rt>ad not 
being parliv ’larly safe at night, we wt-re nrob/ibly indebted for 
our safe rcturik “more to good luck than good guidance;'' or, 
perhaps, wo ow(;(i it in part to the padj‘o; for thti robbers aT-e shy of 
attacking cither soldiers or priests, the first from fear, and the second 
from awe. 

'^Pfilking of robbers and roblx'rics, ratlun* a. fiM’tih; theme of cou- 

vemriion, Sefior-told mo the other da), tbai in the tinm of a 

former president it came to pass, that a. <^crtain gcmlleman went to 
take his leave at |ho palace, previous to setting off for Vera Cniz. 
He was recoived by tlio y)residcnt, who was alone with his aide-dc- 

canij), (Jeneral-*, and mentioned to him in (’ontidcrnco t!)at ho 

was alxuit to take a considerable sum of money with him, but tliat 
it was so well concealed iu the lining of ti trunk, which lie <icRctibed, 
Miat cv<‘n if atiack(<l by robbers, it was impossible they should dis¬ 
cover it, and that tluTcfore he did not thi])k it iiecjcssary to takt* an 
escort with him. The ncNt day this coniuicntial gentleman Icit 
.Mexico in the diligence. Kot far from tlw* gates the coach was 
attacked, ajid, strang«*. to say, the robbers singled out the very tnmk 
which contained the money, opened it, ripped up the lining, and 
having possessed themselves of the sUm thon‘iii (xmcealcal, ])eaceably 
departed. It was a singular coincidence, that tlu'. captaiii of the 
i obbers, though somewhat disguised, bore a striking general resem- 
l»lancc to the president's aidc-dc camp! These coincidcnccH will 
happen.. 

?ty {•!lief occupation, lately, has consisted n\ returning visits; and 
. ertain that, according to our views of tlu^ case, there is too 
' ' I 1 distinction between the full-dress style of toilet adopted by 
liu' iadirs when they pay visits, and the undress in whicli they re- 
cei\.*. their visitors at home. To this there are some, ^ay, many 
i xccptions; but cti ma.m this is the case. 

(hi hixt arriving from the United States, where an ugly w'omau 
is a ]>ho*iiix, one <;annot fail to be sdnick at thc5 first glanct^ with the 
geiKTul absence of beauty in Mexico. It is only by dc.gi'e<?s that 
Jiandsoino faces begin to dawn upon us; but, however, it must be 
reinavUeil yiat beiuiiby without colour is a])t to be less striking and to 
make less impr(#?sion on us at first. The brilliant complexion and 
fine liguvt; of an Englishwoman strike every eyi). The beauty of 
cxpix-ssion and finely-obiseUed features of a Si>amard steal upon us 
like; a st)ft moonlight; while a Frenchwoman, however plain, has 
so graceful a manner of saying agreeable things, so charming a 
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tournvm^ such a piquant way of managing iier oycs, ami even iicr 
mouth, that we think her a beauty after half^aii-bonr/s acquaintance, 
and even lose our admiration for the quiet and liigh-biod, but less 
graceful AngM^e. The beauty of the women here consists in suporii 
black eyes, very fine dark hair, a beautiful arm and band, and small, 
well-made feet. Their defects are, that tlicy ar(^ freciuciitly too 
short and too fat, that their teeth are often bad, and their coinplijxion 
not the clear olive of the Spaniards, nor the glowing brown of the 
Italians, but a biJions-looking yellow. I’licir notion of inserting the 
foot into a shoe half-an-incli shorter, niins the foot and destroys 
their grace in walking, and, consequently, in every movement. 
This fashion is, fortunately, beginning to fall into disiisci. It is 
therefore evident that when a Mexicana is endowed with white teeth 
and a fine complexion, when she has not grown too fat, and when 
she docs not torture her small foot to make it smaller, she must 
be extrcmtdy liandsome. The general carelessncas of their dress in 
the morning is, however, anotJier great drawback to beauty. A 
woman without stays, with uncombed hair and rehoso^ had need 
to be very lovely if she retain any attraction at all. This indolence, 
indeed, is going out of fashion, especially among the younger part of 
the community, owing, perhaps, to their more frequent iiiti'rcoiii*se 
with foreigners, though it will probably be long before the morning 
at home is not considered a privileged time an<l place for dhhnUUe 
Notwithstanding, J have made many visits where I have found the 
whole family in a perfect state of order and neatness; hut I liav(* 
observed that there the fathem, and, what is more important, tlu> 
mothers, had travelled in Europe, and established a new order of 
things on their return. 

Upon the whole, the handsomest women here are not Mexicans, 
that is, not born in the capital, but in the provinces. Fn)m Ihiebla, 
and Jalapa, and Vera Cruz, we see many distinguished by their bril- 
.liant complexions and fine teeth, and who are taller and more grace¬ 
ful than those born in the city of Mexico; precisely as in Spain, 
where the handsomest women in Madrid arc said to be those horn 
out of it. 

The common Indians, whom we see every day bringing in their 
fruit and vegetables to market, are, generally speaking, very plain, 
with an humble, mild expression of countenance, very gentle, ami 
wonderfully polite in their manners to each other; but'occasionall}-, 
in the lower classes, one sees a face and form so beautiful, that we 
might suppose such another was the Indian wlu) enclianted Cortes'; 
with eyes and hair of extraordinary beauty, a complexion dark but 
glowing, with the Indian beauty of teeth like the driven snow, to¬ 
gether with small feet and beautifully-shaped hands and arms, 
however embrowned by sun and toil. In these cases it is more than 
probable thati however Indian in her appearance, there must have 
been some intermarriages in former days between her progenitors 
and the descendants of the conquerors. Wc also occasionally observe 
very handsome rancheritas^ wives or daughters of the farriers, riding 
in front of their farm-servants on the same horse, with the white 
teeth, and fine figures, which are preserved by the constant cxen'ise 
that country women must perforce take, whatever be their natural 
indolence; while the early fading of beauty in the higher chisses, the 
decay of teeth, and the over-corpulency so common amongst them. 
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are no donbt the natural consequences of want of exercise and of in- 
judicidhiB food. There is no country in the worhi wliore so much 
animal ftx)d is consume^, and there is no country in the world wliere 
so litthi is iXMiuired. The oousuinei’s are not tins ludianSf who can- 
ni>t affoitl it, i)ut the better classes, whi> f^enerally eat meat three 
tiiiif's a-day. This, with the quantity of chile and sweetmeats, in a 
climate which every one complains of as being irritating and intiam- 
luatory, probably produces those nervous comjilaints which are here 
so general, tind for which conshiut liot baths are the universal and 
agreeable r(un«?dy. 

In point of amiability and warmth of nuuiner, I have met with 
ijo women wlio can possibly conipeto with tJiusc; in Mexico, aiid it 
ai)pcais to me tliat women of all t»ther countries will appear cold and 
stitf by comparison. To strangem this is an unfailing charm; and it 
is to lie lioped that, wdiatcviT advantages they nmy derive from their 
intercourse ^' ith foreignei>i, they may never lose, tins graceful cordi¬ 
ality, whicii forpis so agreeable a contrast to English and American 
frigidity. 

C- 11 received an invitation some time ago to attend the honran 

of the <l.'iiiglitcr of the Maripiis of S-a: that is, the celebration 

of mass for the repose of her soul. .M-was ol»scrviiig to-day, 

that if tins fatlndic doctrine be iirmly bdievctl, and that the 
]uaycrs of the church are imlcid availing to shorten tlie siitfenngs 
of those V ho have gone before us, to relieve thos(‘ whom wo love 
from thousands of^cars of torture, it is astonishing how the rich do 
not hecoiin* poor, ami the poor luirgars, in furth(*rancc of this object; 
and tliat if the idea be purely human, it shoAved a wonderful knoAV- 
]«;dgi‘, of human nature ou the part of the inventor, as what source of 
profit c<)ul<l be moi‘ sure f ... . 

dertaiiily no exia-nse Avas spaivtl ou Ibis occasion. San Agnstin, 
in itself a beautiful ehur(^h, was fitted up aaIiIi cxtraonlinary splen¬ 
dour. The walls and pillars Avere roveviMl with drajieries of rich, 
crimson \'4'Ut 1. Iniiumerahh' Avax caudles were liglited, and an in¬ 
visible band of music played during the intervals of tlu; dee]i-rolling 
organ. All the monks of San Agiistin, witli tJieir Avlnte hoods, 
and sandalled feid, and carrying lighted tapers, Avere ranged near the 
altar. All the male relatives of the family, dressctl in deep mourning, 
aecupied the high-backed chairs placed alon- ene side of the church, 
the thior of Avhlch Avas covened with a cm pet, nii AA-hicU various 
v< ile<l and inouniiiig ligures w'cro kneeling, whom 1 joined. The 
w hole service—the eJianting, the solemn miisn.-, and the prayers—^Avas 
A’c'rv imjirossivc, yet m<m‘ joyous than sad, ))erhaps from the per¬ 
vading tcoling that each note, as it rose to iK'uveii, carried some 
alleviation to tlie spirit of the young and bcloAxal one#for wdiosc 
repose they preyed, and brought her nearer to the gates of the Holy 
City. 

She was but tAvonty AvUon slie died; and our lirst house is close to 

that of the Maripiis do S-a, her father; so that wii Avero shocked 

to learn that she had cxpircil on the night of our great serenade (we, 
of course, not aware of her illness), actually to the sound r)f that gay 
music, and^midgt the shouting and clapping of hands of the multi¬ 
tude. When the service was over the procession passed out, every 
one kissing the hand of the bishop as he went along: and we found 
some difficulty in making our way tlirough the crowds of If^perosj, 
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who, though not allowed to enter the ohurcli on thiE occasion, were 
swarming at the gates. Our carriage, as we returned homo,* foimed 
one of a hie of at least one himdred. ft* 

We found on our table another invitation to a veiy splendid mass, 
which is to be performed in San Francisco, on account of the death 
of a friend of ours, a senator of <listinguishcd family. The style of 
these invitations is as follows:—A device is engraved on the paper, 
such as a tomb and cypress, and below is printed, 

Jos6 Maria A-, 

>- dc la C-a, and Basilio G-, 

* brothers and uncle of the 

Senator Don Agustin T-, 

who died on the twenty-eighth of last month, 
request you to assist at the suffrage of the funeral honours, which, by the desire of 

his wife, Do(ia J-A- — ■ ■, will be criebrated in the church of San Francisco on 

the morning of the eighth of this month of February, 1840, at nine o’clock. 

Beside tljis invitation was a piece of ijifonnation of a different de¬ 
scription : 

General A-and Anna R-beg to inform you that they have contractc<l 

matrimony, and have the honour of offering themselves to yoitr disposal. 

M-Street, No. 24. Me.vico, 1840. 

Here, as in Spain, a lady, after her maniage, retains Ihu' maiden 
name; fuid though she adds to it that of her husband, slie is more* 
commonly known by her own. 

From ignorance of another Mexican custom, I made rather an 
awkward blunder the other day; though 1 must observt*, in my 
justification, that I had lately been in the agonies of scandiiiig for 
servants, and hatl just filled all the necessary departments, pretty 
much to my sjitisfaotion. Therefore, when the porter of tin? Senora 

<le-brought me the comjdiments of his mistress, and that she 

bogged to inform mo that she ha<l another servant at my ilisposal 
(otra cruuia d mi di^posidonX 1 returned for answer, tliat I was gr<.!atl\' 
obliged, but bad just liirctl a remrnerem (eliambermaid). At this the 
jnaii, stupid as lie was, opened bis gr<jat eyes with a slight expression 
of wonder. Fortunately, as he was turning awaj', 1 bethought me 
of inquiring after the senora’'S health; and his reply, that “she and 
the hahy were coming on very well,” ))rought the truth suddenly 
before me, tliat the message was merely the etiquette used on in¬ 
forming the friends of the family of the birth of a child: a convic¬ 
tion whicli induced me slightly to alter the style of my answer. 
Sxperientia dovel! 


LETTER XT. 

The street in which we Jive forms paj t of the Calle do Tacuba, the 
ancient Tlocopan, one of tlic greatest eausew^ays ,by which ancient 
Mexico communicated w’ith the continent. The other two were 
Tepeyayac (now Guadalupe) and Iztapalapan, by which last the 
Mexican emperor and his nobles vrent out to receive Cortes on his 
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entrance to Tenochtitlan. The ancient city was divided into four 
district, and this division is still preserved, i^dth a cliau*j;e. from the 
Indian names to those df San Pablo, San Sebastian, San .luan, and 
Santa Maria. 'Phe streets nm in the same direction »i8 they did in 
fonner times. The same street frequently changes its name in each 
division, and this part of the Calle dc Tacuba is occasionally called 
the “ Plazu(‘la <ic‘l Sopiloto,*' “ San Fernando,” and the “ Piiimte dc 
Alvaratlo,” which is the most clossw*. of the three, as eelebrating the 
valour of a hero; while a ditch, <a*osseii by a small bridge near this, 
•still retains Ibo name “Kl Salto do Alvarado,” in memory of the 
famous leap given by the valiant Spaninv<l. Pedro di* Alvarado, on 
the incraorabl(‘ night, calli^l ihc '‘' nocht^ of the, Isl of -luly, 

1520, wJien the Spaniards were forced to retreat from Mexico to the 
mountains of 'J'epeyayac. 

On tluit “sad niglit,” the rain falling in torrents, the moon and 
the .stars rt f sing their ligiit, tin; sky r*(ivcr» c; with ibick clouds, 
(fortes coinTutimlod the silent inareli of his troops. Sandoval, tho 
imcon<|ucral)l(i c.'iptain, led bis vangnani: and the sterri bert^, Peflro 
de Alvarado, brought up tlui n‘ar. A bri<lg(‘ of wo(nl was carried 
by forty soldiers, to enable the tro(»ps l<» pass tbt^ ditclu's or canals, 
which mnst otherwise have imp<Mle<l iljcii relriMit. It is said that in 
choosing the niglit for this marcb, (Jortes was guided by the counsels 
of an astrologer. 

that as it may, the first canal was liapifily passed by moans of 
llie portabbj bridge. l'Iu‘ seiitiiiids who guarded that point wi're 
oven.’oine; but the noise of tlie struggle attracted the attention of 
the vigilant i^riests, who in tho silence of tii»i night wore keeping 
•watoli in the temple. 'J’liey blew the holy trumpets, cried “To arms!” 
and awakciKMl Ihe s^avtted inhabitants from their slumbers. 

In a moment tin* Spaniards were surrounded. l>y water and l>y land. 
At the second canal, which they had already reached, tho coinhat. 
'VMS terrible. All was confnsioji, wounds, groans, and death; and 
lIio canal be<'a.me so < lioked with ilead hoilies, that the rear-guard 
passed over them as <ivcr a bridge. "SVe arc told that dortes bim- 
.self swain more than om-e over the canal, regardlt'ss of danger, 
< lieeriug on his men, giving out his orders, every blow aimed in tho 
direction of bis voice, yet cool and intrepid as ov»u‘, in Uio -midst of 
all tho clamour, and confusion, and darkness, llul,, arrived at tho 
third canal, Alvarado, finding himself abac and surrounded by 
furious i'Tiemics, against whom it w^as in vji):» for bis single arm to 
contend, fixed his lance, in the bottom of ilie ciuial, and leaning 
airainst it, gave <me spring to the opjmsittJ shove. 

An Aztec author, ami contemporary of say.s that when tho 

Indians bidield this marvellous leap, and that their <'nemy was sate, 
they hit tho dust (cumitro)i tiirrtt)\ and that tlu* children of Alvarado, 
w'ho was ever after known as “Alvarado of the J.eap,” proved in the 
'.‘oiirsc <tf a lawsuit before tho judges of IVznu.'o, by ('(unpetent wit- 
nesst*s, the truth of this prowess of their father. 

In a bith(^rto unpublished manuscript which has come, to light this 
year, in ati annual calletl the ‘‘M(»saico Mc.xicano,” th<u'e are .some 
curious parficulais concerning tho “ mchp. tnutfi” It is said that the 
alarm was given by an old woman wh(» kept a stall; and mention is 
made of tho extraordinary valour of a lady calhsl Mari.a do hlrtrada, 
who performed marvHdlous deeds ivith her sword, and who was olkflr- 
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wards married to Don Pedro Sanchez Farfau. It is also said that, 
when the Indians beheld the leap, tliey called out, “ Truly till's man 
is the ofisprin.uf of the Sunl” and that this lAaniicr of tearing up the 
ground, and eating oartli by handfuls, was a common Indian mode 
of expressing admiration. However, Mexico is so rich in traditions, 
that when 1 particularise this one it is only because we live on the 
site where the cjvent took place. . . . 

Yesterday, being a fetc-daj", the Paseo was very full of carriages, 
arid consequently more brilliant and amusing than usual. This 
Pas5o is the Mexican Prado or Hyde-Park, while the Viga may be 
reckoned the Kiuisington Gardens of the metropolis; only, however, 
as succeeding to the other, for there is no walking, wliich in Mexico 
is considered wholly unfashionable; and tliough a few ladies in black 
. gowns and mantillas do occasionally venture forth on foot very early 
to shop or att(*iid mass, the streets are so ill kept, the pavements 
so narrow, the crowd, so great, and the multitude of leperus in rags 
and blankets so annoying, that all these iiicoimui'nices, added to 
the heat of the sun in the middle of the day, form a perfect excuse 
for their non-appearance on the streets of Mexico. 

In the Alame<la, however, Avhich is so pretty and shady, it is very 
agreeable to walk; but though I have gone there frccpiently in the 
morning, I have met hut three ladies on foot, and of tlu^sti, two were 
foreigners. After all, every one has feet, hut ladies aloru; have car- 
Tiages; and it may be a mixture of aristocracy and indolence which 
jweveiits the Mexican dofias from i)rofariing tlic'soles of their feet 
by contact with their motlier earth. 

• The Paseo calleil de JiiicarreJH, after a viceroy of that name, is a 
long and broad avenue bounded by the trees wliich he planted, and 
where there is a large stone fountain, the sparkling waters of which 
look cool an(f i)leas4int, oriiamiuit ed by a gilt statue of Victory. Hero, 
•every evening, but more especially on Sundays and fOtc-days, which 
latter are nearly innumerable, may he; seen two long rows of carriages 
* filled with ladies, crowils of gentlemen on horseback riding down 
the middle between these carriages, soldiers at intervals attending 
to the preservatitni of public order, and niultitiides of common 
jicople and mingled with some w'cll-drcssed gentlemen on foot. 

The cjirriages arci for the-most part extremely handsome: European 
coaches with fine liorses and odd liveries, mingled with carriages 
made in the country, sonic in the old Mexican fashion, heavy and 
covered with gilding, or a modern imitation of an English carriage, 
strong, but somewhat clumsy and ill-linishcd. Various hackney- 
coaches, drawn by mules, are seen among the finer equipages, some 
very tolerable, and others of extraordhiaiy foi’ni and dimensions, 
which heal tokens of having belonged in former days to some noble 
<lon. 

Horses, as being more showy, are more fashionable in these public 
promenades than mules, but the latter animal requires less care, and 
is capable of undergoing more fatigue than the horse. Most families 
have both mules and horscis in their stables, and for those who visit 
much this is necessary. The carriages, of which the most hishion- 
ahle seems to be the carrcUela^ open at the sides, with gla^ windows, 
«re filled with ladies in full toilet, without mantillas, their heads im- 
fcovered, land generally coiffks with flowers or jewels; hut the gene¬ 
rality, being close coaches, afford but an indistinct view of the 
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as tliey pass along saluting each other with their fingers or 
I'ans. ’ri\c whole scene, on the evening of a fete, is exceedihl}* bril¬ 
liant, but very nionotonf>ns. The equestrians, with their fine horses 
and handsome Me*xican drosses, apiwirently take no lu^ticl^ of the 
ladies ns they pass, rarely salute them, ami never veiitmo to enter 
into conversation witli them. But they arc well aware to whom 
eacli carriage belongs; and consequently, wiion it behoves them to 
make their 1101*808 curvet, and otherwise show off their liorsomansliip 
to advant}ig<‘, hlack eyes are upon them, and thi\v kuow it. When 
the carriages have made two or throe turns, they draw uj) at different 
stations in a semicircle a little; off tlio road, and there the inmates 
sit and view the passers-hy. <Jccasioiial streams of smoke may hi 
seen issuing from the carriages, but chiefly, it must he confessed, 
from tlu^ most old-fashioned equipages, and from the hackney- 
^^oat'hes. Smt)king, amongst ladies in the higher classes, is going very 
inueli out oi iashioii, and is rarely lU'Jictiscd op. Ml> cAcept hy elderly, 
or at least by Niarried ladies. In a secondary class, indet'd, young 
and old inhale the smoke of their oigaritos without hesitation; but 
when a custom begins to ]»e consi<lt:red vultjur^ it will hardly siilwist 
another generation. IJnfominine Jis it is, I d»> not think it looks un¬ 
graceful to see a pretty woman smoke. 

rcstorday, <»n returning from an evening drive on Ihc Viga, hav¬ 
ing left ('-n and several gentlemen, wlio had dintsd \\ ith us, taking 

cortei; and sinokipg upon the balcony, T found that by good fortune 
[ had escaped being witness of a murder whicii took jdace before our 
door. 'J’heso gentleim*n had ohwrvc'd. for some time, a group of 
persons, male and female, of tluj lower class, talking and a]>parently 
amusing iliernsolves; sometimes laughing, and at otlier times dis¬ 
puting and giving < a< b other blows. Su<hb*nly, one of the number, 
a man, <larted out from amongst the otliei’s. and tried to escape by 
<'lamberiiig over the low w'ad whieji support.s i.h(‘ an lies of the aqiic- 
<lnct. Instantly, and <|uiie cooll>, another Juan followed liiin, dnnv 
his knife, and stabbed him in the back. "I'he man fell backwards 
^sith a groan, upon wliich a woman of the party, ]«rohably Muj miir 
de.rer’s wife, drew out her knife, and stai»bed the man seveial times 
to tlie heart, the others, mean wlijlc, neither speaking nor interfering, 
but looking on with folded arms and their usual plaeid smile of in 
difference. 

At the same time, some soldipi’S appeared in ihc dislam***, riding 
down the street; seeing which, the man and woman who had com 
mitted the murder endeavoured to take sladter in our house. Tij(‘ 
]v)rter bad, fortunately, barred the doors, and the soldiers, riding up, 
took them both into custody. No sensation was excited by this, 
which is an every-day occurrence. Yesterday I saw a <load man 
lying near the Longa (the Kxchang(j), and nobody took any notici; 
of him. “You have been engaged in a disagiceable business,” said 

I to (.'oloncl-, who had come to pay us a visit, and was still e.u 

grandf tfinw, having just rctunicd from the execution of one of his 
t»wn soldiers, who liad sbrbhed a comrade. “ Yes,” said he, with 
an air of peculiar gaiety; “we have just been shooting a little iam- 
hour” . . . We were invited, lately, to a “rfm de campo** (a 

day in the country), a very common amusement here, In wliich, 
without jiny peculiar arrangement or eti(iu(dte, a number of people 
go out to some country-place in the environs, and spend the day in 
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dancing, breakfasting, walking about, &c. This was given at Tacu- 

baya by*Don 13-o G-a senator, and was amusing chotigh. 

The music consisted of a band of guitars, from which tlie performers, 
common men, and probably self-taught, contrived to draw wonder¬ 
fully good music, and, in the intervaite of dancing, played airs from 
the “ Straniera” and “ Puritani.” The taste for music is cerfeiinly 
universal, and the facilities are wonderful; but the science is nearly 
at zero. ■ 

The ladies in general wore neither diamonds nor pearls, but a sort 
of demi-toilet, which would have been pretty if their dresses had 
been longer and their shoes not so tight. Some W'ore bonnets, which 

arc (.‘onsidered full dress, 'i'he E-family, and the young Sefiora 

de C-, were beautifully dressed. Mexican women, when they sit, 

have an air of groat dignity, and the most perfect rcpowi of feature. 
They are always to bo seen to most advanhigc on their sofas, in their 
carriages, or in their boxes at the theatre. 

Tliero w(TO immensely long hibles, covered with Mexican cooker}', 
which 1 begin to get accustomed to; a grcfit many toasts were given, 
and 41 gn at (juantity of champagne was dnink. We danced a great 
deal: quadrilles, waltzes, and Spanish oontrfe-dances; walked about 
in thi‘ garden and orchard in thti evening, and returned to dance 
again to the music, of the imlefatigable guitar; so that it was dusk 
wdieii all the carriages set off, much about the same time, to bear 
each other company. . . . 

The following day, the Countess 0-a having been kind enough 

to jirocure an order for permission to visit the Colegio VizcainOy whicli 
I was anxioiis to sec, we went there with a largo party. This college, 
founded l»y the gratuitous charities of Spaniards, chiefly from tlie 
province of Biscay, is a truly splendid institution. It is an immense 
])uil<Ung of stone, in the form of a square, on the model, they say, 
of thci palace of Madrid, and possesst^s in the highest degree that air 
of solidity and magnificence 'which distinguishes the Mexican edi- 
lices; and which, together with the width and regularity of the 
streets, the vastness of tlie public squares, the total absence of all 
paltry ornament, the balconies with their balustrades and window- 
gratings of solid iron and bronze, renders Mexico, in spite of its in¬ 
efficient police, one of the uoblest-looking cities in the world. I'he 
objtict of this college is to provide for the education of tho children 
of Spaniards, especially for the descendants of Biscayans, in Mexico, 
a certiiin number being admitted upon application to the directors. 
There are female teachers in all the necessary branches, such as 
reading, writing, sewing, arithmetic, &c.; but besides this, there is a 
jmrt of the building with a separate entrance, wliere tlie children of 
the poor, oh whatever countiy, are educated gratis. These spend 
the day there, and go home in the e\ ening. The others are kept 
upon the plan of a convent, and never leave the institution while 
they belong to it; but the building is so spacious and airy, with its 
great galleries, and vast court and fine fountains, garden and spacious 
azot(ia, that tlie children are perfectly well offi There are portihrei 
and sisters, pretty much as in a convent, together with an old re¬ 
spectable rectora; and the most perfect order and cleanliness prevail 
through the whole establishment. 

We first visited the poor scholars, passing through the large halls 
where they sat with their teachers, divided into classes, sewing, writ- 



ilig, reading, embroidering, or casting up accounts; which last Jic- 
com 2 )Mshment must, I think, be sorely against tlu; ^lexican genius. 
One of the teachers a little girl present pie wiili a b/iir chain 
which she had just coinplcU*il. Great order and d(*<'orMui 2 )rovailed. 
Amongst the jicrmanent scholars in the upiier jiaut of tbe institu¬ 
tion, tlicre arc some who embroider, astonishingly well, surplices, 
altar-liangings—in short, all the churcb vestments—in gold or silk. In 
the room where tliese arc kept are the Cinifessionids for tlu> 2>npils. 
The priests arc in a sei>arat(i room, ami the jii'nitcnls kneel Intfore 
the grating whicli si?}watcs the two apartments. All the slee])ing 
rooms are scruimlonsly neat and dean, with .t\v<> green -painted beds 
in each, and a small parlour off it, ami fre(iu<Md1v oniament< d wit: 
flowers and birds. The girls jirc taught to 0 (H>k and iron, and maki; 
themselves generally useful; being thus fitted to become excellent 
wives to respectable men in tlieir own rank of life. 

AVe visiteil tlii^ diapel, which is cxt»'c.m'*ly rich and handsome, 
incrusted with gilding, and very large. The imjiils u.'mI tJieir 
teachers attcnTl mass in the gallery above, which looks down iipojj 
the chajiel ami has a grating before it. Here they liave tiie organ, 
and various shrines, saints, narlmiat/os, AVe vven^ afterwards 

shown into a great hall devob'd to a dilfcrent inirposc. containing at 
one end a small theatre for tlu.* pupils to act i>kiys in. All the walls f»r 
lh(^ long galleries arc covered with old paintings on holy suhjects, 
hut many of them falling to pieces from damp or w ant of care. 'I’he 
building seems iiitenniliable; and after wandering all Ihrongb it for 
several hours, and visiting evnytliing. from the old garden l>elow, 
where they gav(^ me a large lumch i/f roses and carnations, to the 
azutca above, wdiidi looks <lown upon every street, and diurdi, and 
convent in Mexico, we were not sorry to rest on the antique, higlj- 
backcil chairs of a. handsome apartment, the walls of vvliidi were 
hung with the portraits of the different Hjwinislj directors of tla* col¬ 
lege, in an ancient court costume. Heic fouml that the diieetors 
had incpared a la'iiutiful collation for us: fruits, ici.*s, cakes, custards, 
jellies, wines, &c. in great piofu.sion. 

It is impossible to see any building of this size kept mon- j»erfeetly 
clean and neat; generally the case here in all cstal>lisliiiients wliieli 
are under petticoat gi>vt i nmcnt. These old Stianish institutions arc 
certainly on a magniiieeut scale, though now for the mo.sL part ne¬ 
glected and falling to ruin ; ma- lias any w'ork of great (■onseqiien: i> 
been attempted since the indcpciKlenc<i. . . 

Aftei’ various alarms ami rumours in our house coiiceruing roi». 
hers, some true, some oxaggerated, find some wholly false, wc hav«; 
at length priHUired two old Spanish soldii:rs of the Lu'nlidoa. who 
have taken iqi their (piavtevs down stairs, and hpeml their time hi 
cleaning their guns, making shoes, Cfitijig, and sleeping, hut as >r!, 
have Jiad no oecjision to jirove their valour. I’crJiaps the Jjict <»i 
there being soldiers in tin: house w ill be siiflicient to keep off tlic 
more ordinary robbers. 
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IQlh March. 

We are now in Lent, in the midst of prayer, church-j?oiiij?, and 
fasting. The carnival was not very gay, with the exception of a few 
public masked halls and very brilliant Pashs. The Viga is one of 
the most beautiful promenades imaginable, though it might easily be 
rendered still more so; but even as it is, with its fine shady trees and 
canal, along w'hich the lazy canoes are constantly gliding, it would 
be difficult, on a fine evening, just before sunset, especially on the 
evening of a fete-day, to find anywhere a prettier or more character¬ 
istic sc'ene. Which rank of society shows the most taste in their mode 
of enjoyment, must be left to the scientific to determine; the Indians, 
with their flower-gardens and guitare, lying in their canoes, and 
dancing and singing after their own fashion as they glide along the 
water, inhaling the balmy breezes; or the ladies, wlio, shut up in 
their closij carriages, promenade along in full dress and silence for a 
given space of time, acknowledging, by a gentle movement of their 
fans, the salutations of their fair friends from the recesses o-f their 
coaches, and seeming to dread lest the air oi' heaven should visit 
them too roughly; though the soft brc(*ze, laden with balm, steals 
over the sleepy water, and the last rays of the sun are gilding the 
branches of the trees with a broken and flickering light. . ... 

Yet enter the Viga about live o'clock, when freshly watered, and 
when the soldiers have taken their stand to prevent distiirl wince, and 
two long lines of carriages are to be seen going and returning as far 
as the eye can reach, and hundreds of gay jdebeians arc assembled 
on tlie sidewalks with flowers and fruits and dukes for sale, and in- 
jiumerable equestrians in picturcstpie dresses, and with spirited horses, 
rill uj) the interval between tlie carriag(;s, and the canoes are (cover¬ 
ing the canal, the Indians singing and dancing lazily as the boats 
steal along, and the whole under the blue and cloudless sky, and in 
that pure, clear atmosphere; and could you only shut your yyes to 
the one disagreeable feature in the pietiire, the number of lephos 
busy ill the exercise of their vocation, you would believe that 
Mexico must be the most flourishing, most enjoyable, and most 
pcatwiful place in the world, and moreover the w'calthiest; not a re¬ 
public, certainly, for there is no well-dressed peoph; hardly a con¬ 
necting link between tho blankets and the satins, the poppies and 
the diamonds. As for tlie carriages, many would not disgrace Hyde 
Park, though there are some that would send a shiver all along Bond 
Street; but the very contrast is amusing, and upon the whole, both 
as to horees and etpiipages, there is much more to admire than to 
criticise. . . . 

There, for (jxainple, is the handsome carriage of the rich- 

-, who has one of the finest houses in Mexico: his wife wears a 

velvet tmban twisted with large pearls, and has at-i-his moment a 
cigar in her mouth. She is not pretty, but her jewels are superb. 
How he made his fortune, partly by gambling and partly by even 
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less honourable means, let some abler clironieler relate. Or kH>k at 
this elegant carmtela^ wifli its glass sides all opened, giving to view* 
a constellcitioii of fair om‘s, and drawn by handsome gray/’mwnw. 
These ladies are remarkable as having a more Knropean air than 
most otliers, brighter colours, longer and simpler dresses, and ]*ai is 
bonnets. IVrliaps they liave been in Europe. It is remarkable that 
the homes of the gentlemen all appear ])eenliarly unmanageable every 
time they pass this earriage. Another handsome, plain carriage, 
containing the family of one of the ministers; mother and daiigliters 
all hSantiful, with Spanisli eyes and d»n’k, glowing complexions, fol¬ 
lowed closi'. by a liackney-eoaeli (‘ontaining women with irhozoSj ami 
little children, with their faces ami fingers nil bedaubed with candy. 
.... Some of the coachmen and footmen wear Mexican dresses, 
ami others have liveries. . . . Part hero cfSfae three carriages en 

miliy all with the same crimson ami gold livery, ail bixnrions, and all 
drawn l>y handsome ^\duU^ iiorstjs. Is it the president -’ (Jiirtahdy 
not; it is too astentations. JOven royaliygo<‘s in simpler guise, when 
it condescends to mingle in the. amusements of its subjects. In Urn 
first carriages app<‘ar the great man ininsidf and his consort, rather 
withdrawing from the plebeian ga/e. 'i'bere is hert; much erinison 
and gold, much glass and well-.d,utfe»l cushions, iniieli comfort and 
magniticem'c combined. Two Ijamlsome uorthern steeds, white and 
prancing, flraw tli^s commodious (*«]uipago. Tin* next is a splendid 
coach, containing the children ami s<‘rvants, while in tlio thml, 
equally magnilicent, are tlio babies and nurses, liy the side of tlni 
first earriage rides an eldoily gentleman, wlio, wore his seat firmer, 
might be mistaken' for a imadur. He wears a rieli Mexican dress, 
all covered with gold emhroid<‘ry; his hat witi) gold rolls is stuck 
jauntily on one side, ( (uiLrasting oddly enough with his une,asy ex¬ 
pression of countenance, probably eaus<*d by the inwarfl tnqiidation 
of whiel) ht* eanuot wholly reivress tile oiitwanl sign while managing 
kis high-bred steed, and with his feet pressing his silv(?r stirrups, 
cautiously touching him with a wlii]) which has a large diamond in 
the handle. 

But the chief wombu’ of his equipment, and that which lias pro¬ 
cured him such a retinue of little ragged and shouting hoys, is his 
saddle. This e.xtraordimiry piece of furniture, wiiicli cost the owner 
five thousand dollars, is entirely covc^red with selvet, richly eiuhossisl 
ill massive gold: ho sometimes appears willi aiiotlier, inlaid witli 
pure silvei*. 

Ills wliolc appearance is tlu^ most singular iinagiiiahle; and the 
pertui'bation of spirit in which he must return wlien it begins t»> 
grow dusk, and he reflects at once upon his own vahTe and his 
countrymen’s taste for apjiropriation, must balance the enjoyment 
whicli his vanity receives from the admiration t>f the little lioy'S iu 
the Paseo. 

Just as these millionaires jiass by, an old backncy-coach in tlioir 
w'ake attracts our attention, exactly tlie sort of (plaint old veliicle in 
which it sopKitimes pleases Lady Morgan to introduett her heroines. 
In it arc six figutes, closely masked, their faces covered with shawls. 
After many conjectures, it is impossible to guess wludhcr they are 
men or women. It wa^ impossible; but as the tjarriages return, the 
wind suddenly blows aside the shawls of two of the ))ait> , and dis- 
cU»ses the gowns and hoods of the—^friars! 0 tmipot a! 0 nmes! 
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There were three masked halls at the theatre, of which wc only 
attended one. We went about ten o'clock io a box on the pit tier, 
and although a promrvdarnmito (the fashionable tcrin here for a re¬ 
volution) was prognosticated, we found ewrything very quiet and 
orderly, and the ball very gay and crowded. As we came in and 
were giving our tickets, a number of masks came springing by, shriek¬ 
ing but our names in their unearthly voices. Captain U-, 

brother of Lord -, came to our box; also a scion of La Jeum 

France, M. de C-, who condescendingly kept his hat on <lhring 

the whole evening. In a box directly above us were tlic French 
legation, who arrived lately. Amongst the women, the drt?s 80 s were 
for the most part dominoes, adopted for greater concealment, as it 
was not considered very creditable to be there. 

There were also sevenil iu men’s attire, chiefly French modistes, 
gen(frally a <lisrepiitable set hero, and numerous men dressed as 
women, 'rhere were masked Poblanas without stockings, .and with 
very short petticc»ats; knights in anuour; innumerable dresses pro¬ 
bably borrowed from the theatre, and even more than the usual 
proportion of odd figures, 'fhe music was veiy good, and the 
(lancers waltzed and qalxyped, and flew round the room like furies. 
There was at least no want of animation. Hundreds of masks spoke 
to us, but I discovered no one. One in a domino was particularly 
anxious to direct iny attention to the roldana dress, and asked mo 
if it would have done for me to att(‘nd the fancy baU in such a 
costume. Very angry at his absurdity, 1 b(.*gau to explain how I 
should have dressed, when 1 recollected the folly of explaining any¬ 
thing to a creature Avhom I did not know. C-n stepped out of 

the box to walk amongst the crowd, at which various masks showed 
grtjat signs of joy, surrounding and shaking hands with him. 

The boxes were filled with ladies, and the scene was vciy amusing. 

Senor M- , whose box we occupied, ordered in cakes and wine, 

and [ibout one o'clock we left the ball-room, and returned home, one 
of our old soldier's acting as lacquey. . . . 

1 luiid a visit the otlier day wliich merits to ho recorded. It rvas 

to the rich Seilora-, whose first visit I had not yet returned. 8he 

was at home, and I was shown into a very large dmwing-room, 
where, to my surprise, I found the lamps, mirrers, &c., covered with 
black crape, as in cases of mourning here. I concluded that some 
one of the family was dead, and that 1 had made a very ill timed first 
Ausit. However, I sat down, when my eytjs were instantly attracted 
by something awful, placed directly in front of the sofa where I sat. 
There were six chairs ranged togi^ther, and on these lay stretched 
out a figure, apparently a dead body, al)OUt six feet long, tovclopcd 
in black cloth, the feet alone visible, from their pushing up the cloth. 
Ob, horror! Hero I sat, my 6yes fixed upon this mysterious appari¬ 
tion, and lost in conjecture as to whose body it might be. The 
master of the house? He Avas very tall, and being in bad health 
might have died suddenly. My being received argued nothing against 
this, since, for th^ first nine days'after a death, the house is invari¬ 
ably crowded with friends and acquaintances, and the widow, or 
orphan, or childless mother must receive the condolences of all and 
sufidry, in the midst of her first bitter sorrow. There seems to be 
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heaTy %.ir in tho apartment, and wishing most sinoen ly that Bomo 
living person would en^er. I t'ven thought of slipping away, Imt 
feared to give offence; and, in fact, l>egan to grow m nervous, that 

when the Seffora de-entered at length, I started up as if I had 

heard a pistol. She wore a coloured inuSin gown and n. hlne shawl; 
no signs of mourning! 

After the usual compliineniar\’ preface; I ashed partieulnrly after 
her hushand, keeping a side glanee on tiie mysterious figure. Ho 
was i)rctty well. Her family ? Just reeoveved from the small-pox, 
after being severelj- ill. “Not dangerously ?” said T, hi‘sitfitingh, 
thinking she might have a and that she elluded h> tin'iv- 

covery of tho others. “ No;" hut her sistiu-’s children had Injcn alarm¬ 
ingly ill. “Not hst anj', I hope?" “None." AVell, so taken up 
was I, that conversation Hanged, and T answert'd and asked (questions 
at random, .mtil, at last, I happened to ask tho kiiiy if she were 
going to the country soon. “Not to remain. But lo-niorrow w»‘ arc 
going to convcy*a !^anto Crinto (a figure of the OriK'ifixioii) theie, wliieh 
has just hcen made for tho chapel/’glancing towards tho figure; 
“for which reason this rocun i.s, as you sec. hung with black." I 
never felt so relieved in niy life, and ihought of the “^Mysteries of 
Hdolpho." 

The houses being so largo, an<l the servants not drilled to annoimco 
visitors, besides that tho enlrmth arc ffe«iuently let lo oilier faniilios, 
it is a matter of nf> small lUfiiculty for a stranger to pioneer him or 
herself into tho preseiieo of tho peoph'. of tlui house, ^riio mistakes 
that 1 havomadi'I for not being aware of tliis faet eoneorning tho 
enlrfiMoh, which are often largo ami handsome, and tho porter having 
bogged me to walk up, I geht'rally stopped at tho first lam ling-place, 
and thou walTced up to the first <loor tluit I siiw. T did walk in one 
morning upon two gentleimm, who semned nun vellonsly startled la- 
my visit, ^’lloy looked like two medical HludeJits, and Averc^ engaged 
before a table, lieaveii knows liow: disse<;ting, I imagine. I impiired 

for the Sonora -, which jistonishod tla jn still more, as well it 

might. However, they Avere viTy civil, and nisJio<l down stairs t<,> 
<-all up the carriage. After that ad\"entiirc I nevei eiitiu’ed a house 
unaecomiianied by a footman, until T had h'arnt iu\ way tliroiigli it. 

Though there is a'cvv little gcoog on in Mexi< o at present, J. amust^ 
myself very well; there is so much to sc;e, aiel tie* ]H‘ 0 ])U‘ are so kind 
and friendly. HaA'ing got riding burst's, w< iia\(‘ been making ex¬ 
cursions all round tho country, especially early hi the morning, before 
the sun is high, Avheu the air is delightfully cool and refreshing. 
Sometimes w^c go to th<* Viga at six in the morning, b) see the 
Indians bringing in their tloAvcrs and vegelahles by the c'y,nal. M'ho 
profusion of SAvcet-peiis, double poppies, hlue-hottlcs, stock giily- 
tloAvers, and roses, I novel saAv cipiallcd. Each Indian woman in her 
canoe looks as if seated in a floating floAver-gardon. The ssiiie lov»‘. 
of flowers distinguisiies tluuii m>Av ns in the tirmt of Curb's; tJn.* .sinio 
wliich Humboldt remaiio'd centuries afterwards. Jji th<; evening 
these Tndiaii AA^omen, in their canot'S, are constantly crowned Avith. 
garlamls of«rose^«»r p<)j)pics. Those who sit in tlio market, selling 
their fruit or their vcgclabh'S, ax^pear as i,f they sat in Imwers formo<l 
of frosli green hramiics and coloured fioAvers. fu the poorest village 
elniuii the floor is strewed with floAvers, and hefon* tlie service l»cgins, 
frcsli nosegays arc brought in and arranged nisiu tin* altar. Tho 
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baby at its christening, the bride at the altar, the dead body on its 
bier, are all adorned with flowers. We art?, told that in tlie days of 
Cortes a bouquet of rare flowers was the most valuable gift pn^sented 
to the ambassadors who visited the court of Montezuma; and it pre- 
senfo a strange anomaly, this love of flowers having existed along 
with their sanguinary w'orship and ba^bfiVoiis sacrifices. 

We wont the other evening on the canal, in a large canoe with an 
awning, as far as the little village of Santa Anita, and saw, for the 
first time, the far-famed Chinampas, or floating gardens, winch have 
now become fixtures, and are covered with vegetables, intermingled 
with flowers, with a few poor huts beside them, occupied by the 
Indians, who bring these to the city for sale. There were cauli¬ 
flowers, chiUy tomatoes, cabbages, and other vegetables, but I was 
certainly disappointed in tbeir beauty. Tluiy are, however, curious, 
on account of their origin. So far back as 1245, it is said, the wan- 
<lering Aztecs or Mexicans arrived first at Chapidtepoc, when, being 
])crsecuted by the princes of ^faltocan, they took refisge in a group of 
islands to tlio south of the lake of Tezeuco. During all their wan- 
♦lerings, wherever they stopped, the Aztecs cultivated the earth, and 
lived upon what Nature gave them. Surrounded by enemies, and in 
the midst of a lake where there are few fish, necessity and industry 
compelled them to form floating fields and gardens on the bosom of 
the waters. 

Tliey wove together the roots of aquatic plants, intertwined with 
iwigs and light branches, until they harl formed a foundation suffi¬ 
ciently strong to support a soil formed of the earth which they drew 
from the bottom of the lake; and on it they sowed their maize, their 
chile, and all other plants necessary for their support. These floating 
gard(‘ns wore about a foot above the water, and in the form of a long 
square. Afterwards, in their natural taste for flowers, they not only 
cultivated the useful, hut the ornamental; and these small gardens, 
multiplying, were covered with flowere and aromatic herbs, which 
were used in the worship of tlie gods, or were sent to ornament tho 
palace of the emperor. The (.-hinampas along the canal of tlie Viga 
are no longer floating gardens, but fixed to the mainland in the 
marshy grounds lying between the two great lakes of Chaleo and 
'.rezcuco. A small trench full of water separates each pirdeii; and 
though now in this marshy land they give but a faint idea of what 
they may have been when they raiscil tlieir flower-orowncd heads 
above the clear waters of the lake, and when tlie Indians, in their 
barks, wishing to remove their habitations, could tow along their 
little islands of rosfjs, it is still a pretty and a pleasant scene. 

\Vc rode out the otlier day by the barrio^ or ward of Santiago, 
w'hich occupies part of the ancient Taiteloloo, which oikjc constituted 
a separate state, had kings of its own, and was conquered by a 
Mexican monarch, who made a communication by bridges between 
it and Mexico. The great market mentioned by Cortes was held 
Iicre, and Us boundaries are still pointed out, whilst the convent 
(•hapcl stands on the height u here (Jortes erected a battering engine, 
when ho was besieging the Indian Venice. 
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Aji?i il. 

To-I)ay wc hiiA^e been visiting the Academy of Fainting and 
Sculpture, called the Academy of Fine Arts, of which 1 unfortu¬ 
nately recollected having road Humboldt's hrilliaut ae<‘ount, iu my 
forcibly-prolonged studies on board the “ Jjisori,'’ and that ho mcJi- 
tions its having had the most favourable influenoo in forming the 
Tiatioiial tast(;. He tells us, that every night, in these spacious halls, 
well illuminat.. \ by argaiid lamps, bundroris of young jnen well 
assembled, som(> sketching from the plaster-casts, or from life, and 
others copying designs of furniture, candelabra, and other bronze 
ornaments; and that hero all classes, colours, and races, w^cre min¬ 
gled together: the Indian beside the wbih* boy, nnd the son of the 
p<X|rest mechanic beside that of tlui richest hutl. 're,a<diing w'as 
gratis^ and not liinit<'<l to Iandseap«'s ami figures, (»m‘. of tin* priiwipal 
objects being to propagate amongst the artists a general tasUi tor 
elegance and beauty of form, and to enlivcm the national industry. 
Plaster-easts, to the jvmount of forty thousand d<»llars, w'ere sent out 
b}*^ the King of Spain; and, as they possess in the acadetn>’ various 
colossal statues of basalt and ijorpnyry, with Aztec hierogfj’phicp, it 
would have been curious, as the same learned traveller remarks, to 
have eolleeted these monuments in the court-yard of the academy, 
and compared the remains of Mexican sculpture, monuments of a 
s«‘mi-barbarous people, with the graceful rivatioiis of (Sreeee ami 
Jlouie. ^ 

Let no one visit the academy wdth these recollections or antici¬ 
pations in his mind. . . . 'Fhat the simple, ami noI»le taste which 
<Iistingui8h(!S the Mexican buildings, tlniir pi'Ubction in (utting 
aiul working of their stom'S, tlu^ cliaste ornament.s of tin; tiapitals 
and rilievos^ are owing to the ])rogress they made in this very 
academy, is no doubt the c:is(;. 'riie rcunains of these beautiful hut 
mutilated plaster-casts, the splendid engraviniis still exist, 

would alone make it probable; but the; present disordei’, the aban¬ 
doned statu of the building, the non-cKisteiicc of tliese exceneiit 
classes of sculpture and painting, anrl, above all, the low state of 
the fine arts in Mexico at tlu' present day, arf amongst the sad 
]>roofs, if any wuTe wanting, of tlie melancholy (siibets produced by 
years of civil w'ar and unsettled government. ... 

The Holy Week is now' approaching, and already Imlians are to 
be seen bringing in the palm-braneh(;s and the flowers for tiu; altars, 
and they an; beginning to greet booths and teiiiporary shoj»s, and 
to make every pr(;paration fin* the concourse of pt'oplo who will 
arrive next Sunday from all tJie different village's and ranchos, I'ar 
and near. . 
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^\sl*April. 

On tlio morning of Palm Suinlay I went to llio oathcdral, accom¬ 
panied by Mademoiselle do -, dauglitcv of the - minister- 

We found it no easy matter to make our way through the crowd, 
hut at last, hy dint of patience and ]i(jTScvor{iiioc, and changing our 
place very often, we contrived to arrive very near the gi’eat altar; 
and there we had just taken up our position, when a disintertjstetl 
man gave us a friendly hint, that as the whole procession, with their 
branches, must iruwitably S(iiu*ezc past the very s])ot wlierc wo wcri‘, 
we should probably be crushed or sutTo< ated; ct>usequcntly we fol¬ 
lowed him to a more convenient station, also close to the altar and 
defended by the railing, where w'e found ourselves tolerably well oil’. 
Two ladies, to whom he made the same proposition, and who re¬ 
jected it, we afterwards observed in a sad condition, their mantillas 
nearly torn off and the palm-branches sweeping across their eyes. 

In a short time, the whole cathedral presented the appearance of 
a forest of palm-trees (« la Birnam wood) moved by a gentle wind; 
and under each tree a half-naked Indian, his iligs clinging together 
with wonderful pertinacity; lonpi, matted, diiiy black hair Loth on 
men and women, bronze faces and mild unspeaking eyes, or !i,U witli 
one cxprc8S!()n of eagerness to sec the approach of the priests. 
Many of them had probably travelled a long way, and the palms 
w’cre" from the tierra caUentc^ dried and plaited in all manner of in¬ 
genious \vays. Each palm was gabout seven feet high, so as far to 
overshadow the bead of the Indian who carried it; and wlienever 
they are blessed, they are carried home to adorn the walls of their 
huts. The priests arrived at length, in great pomp, and also cai- 
rying palm-hvanchcs. For four mortal hours we remained kncelinj.;* 
or sitting on the floor, and thankful wo w'ere when it was all over, 
and we could make our way once more into the fr(5sh air. 

From this day, during the whole week, all business is suspended, 
and but one tniin of thought oceupics all classes, from tin*, highest t(> 
the lowTst. The i)easants flock from every quarter, shops are shut, 
churches are opened;' and the divine tragedy enacted in Syria 
eighteen hundred years ago is now celebrated in lands then nndis- 
covered, and by the descendants of nations sunk in paganism fer 
centuries after that period. 

But amongst tlio lower classes the worship is emphatically tlic 
worship of Her who herself pre.dicte«l, “ From henceforth all nations 
shall call mo blessed.” Before her shrines, and at all hours, thousands 
are kneclijig. With faces expressive of the most intense love un<l 
devotion, and with w'ords.of the most passionate adoration, they 
address the mild imago of the Mother of (lod. ^J’o the Hon their 
feelings seem composed of rosi)ectrul ])ity, of liuvihle 'but more dis¬ 
tant adoration; while to the Virgin tliey appear to give all theii- 
confidence, and to look up to her as to a kind and bountiful Queen, 
who, dressed in her niagniiioent robes and jcwelletl diadem, yet 
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mournijig in all the atjoiiy ot‘ hor diviiio sorrovrs, has c*on»losoendod 
to admit the poorest hoir.i|ar to paitieipato iu her woe, whilst in her 
turn she shares in tl»o alllKtions f»f the lowh*, I'eeis lor their priva¬ 
tions, ainl grants them in r all-powerful intercession. 

Oil Holy Thui’sday nothing can he more picturesque than the 
wliole appearane(‘ of Mexico. No carriat-es are permitted, and th<‘ 
ladies, being on foot, taki; the opportunity of displaying all the vielns 
of their toilet, thi this ilay vt lvets and saltns are the only wear. 
Diamonds ami pearls walk tie* streets. The mantillas are white or 
black hlondc, the shoes wliite or (‘olonrcal sarin. 'Die p<‘tticoats au* 
still rather sliort, hut it would he hr.rd to lijde .^uch sumII feet, ami 
such still smaller shoes. ^'Jfjaut xonjirir jtour <’//•'’ MU-;" init a qmi bt^n 
eJre helk^ if no one sties it i As for nm, I ventured upon a lihie silk 
of Palniyrp’s, and a black mnntilla. 

Tlie whoh city Avas lilted with piciuo'.squi- Affer tht* 

higher sefioras were to he rt'inarkeAl the eommoii woiUfU. chielly in 
clear white, veiysiiffly starched muslins, sonic very riehly eml>roi- 
dered, and the petticoat trimiimti with iacc, Avhibi siiiin shoes, am! 
the dresst'ft cxtremclj'’ short; which in ihe.in looks vi‘ry well. A 
rebuzo is throAvu over all. Aimmgst these wen* many haiidstum* 
faces; hut iu a still lower and mon? Indian class, with their gay- 
colonred petticoats, the faces wen; sometiims l)eantifiil, and llie 
rigiires moi<‘ upright and graeelul; also they invaviahly walk well, 
whilst many of the higher elas.ses, Inim iiglit shot's and want of i iis- 
tom, seem to feel pain in putting their le«;l to the ground. 

But none could vie wdth the liaiidsonm !\)hlana peasants iu tlmir 
holiday dresses, some so neh and inagnihccnt, that, remenihcriug 
the warning of our ministerial IVitmds, 1 am inclined to bclii'vo them 
more showy than respectjAhlo. 'Hjc pun' Indians, with whom tin* 
ohnroJios and the w’holc city ate erotvded, are as ugly as can he ima- 
giiK'd; a gentle, dirty, ami mnch-eiiduring i.u-e. Still, with their 
i'Uhies at their hacks, going along at their usual gentle trot, they add 
much to the general efect of the covp-d'<riL 

Wo walked to San Francisco about ten o*.lo(rk, and, the. body c! 
tlm churcli being crowd<nl, went np-staii’K to a. private gallery with a 
gilded grating, belonging to the Countess di- Santiago, and here we 
had tlm advantage of si*ahs, hc'sides a line view of ilu- whole. Tins 
church is very splendid, and the walls were hung with c anvai^s ]V'iint- 
ings representing different passages of our H.-uimn's life: his entty 
into Jerusalem, the woman of Samaria at the well, ^Sce.; Avhich, witii 
tile palm-trees, had a cool ami orienlal effect. 

We then continued <*ur pilgrimage thromdi the <*ity, though, as 
the sun had not yet set, wi- reserve«l oiir ehici admiratiou^nntil tin* 
churehes should Lo illuminated. One, lumtjver, wo entered at sun- 
set, which was worthy of re-mark—Santo Domingo. It looked liko 
a little Paradise, or a story in the Arabian Nights. All the steps uj» 
the altar W'crc covered with p«>ts of beautiful flowers; oraiige-trei s 
loaded with fruit and hlt*s.som, and rcHic-lmshes in full hlooin, glassr.-; 
of coloiinMl w’att.r, and all kinds of frnil. (Uiges full of hirrls. sijiging 
delightfully, Juin^ from liio wall, ami really lino jiainliugs lilletl uji 
the intervals, A^gay carpet j o vered the iloor; and iu fj-ont of the 
altar, instead of tlie usual repivsi-ntatioii of tin* Saviour crucitLed, a 
litthi infant .lesus, heautifully done in wax, was lying amidst llowers 
witli little angels siirroumiiug him. Add to this the. music of 
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Romeo and Juliet," and you may imagine that it was mo^c like a 
scene in an opera than an 3 rt}iing in a cluirdi. But certainly, as the 
rays of the setting sun streamed with a rosy light through the stained 
windows, throwing a glow over the whole—birds, and flowers, and 
fruit, paintings and angels—^it wiis the prettiest and most fantastic 
scene I ever beheld; like something expressly got up for the benefit 
of children. 

In the evening, towards the hour when the great procession was 
expected, we went to the balconies of the Academia, which com¬ 
mand a fine view of the streets by which it was to pass. Till it 
arrived we amused ourselves by looking over’ the heavx retxlctt of 
former days, tlie collections of painting and sculpture, the fine plas¬ 
ter-casts that still remain, and the great volumes of fine engravings- 
It was dark when the proivssion made its appearance, which ren- 
de7*ed the cff«ic^t less gaudy and more striking. The Virgin, the 
Saints, the Holy Trinity, the Saviour in difterent passages of his 
life, imprisonment, and crucifixion, were carried past in succession, 
represented by figures magnificently dressed,- placed on lofty scaf¬ 
foldings of immense 'weight, supported by different bodies of men. 
One was carried by the coachmen, another by the affuadores (water- 
carriers), a third by the cargadores (porters), a Herculean race. 

First arrived the favourite protectress of all classes, the Virgin of 
Dolores, surmounted by a velvet canopy, seated on a glittering 
throne, attired in her sable robes, her brow surmx)imtcd by glittering 
rays, and contracte<l with an expression of agony; of all represen¬ 
tations of the Virgin, the only one w^hich is always lovely, however 
rudely carved, with that invariably beautiful face of terrible anguish. 
Then followed the Saviour hearing the cross; the Saviour crucified, 
the Virgin Hupjwrting the head of her dying son; the Trinity (the 
Holy Spirit represented by a dov(0; all the apostles, from St. Peter 
with tlio keys to Judas with the iiifmey-hag; and a long train of 
saints, all brilliantly illuminated, and attended by an amazing crowd, 
of priests, monks, and laymen. However childish and superstitious 
all this may seem, 1 doubt whether it be not as well thus to im})res8 
certain religious truths on the minds of a people too ignorant to un¬ 
derstand them by any other process. By tlie time the last saint 
and angel ha<l vanishetl, the hour was advanced, and we had still 
to visit the illuminated churches. Being recommended to divest 
ourselves of our ornaments before w^andcring forth amongst the 

crowd, a matter of some moment to the Sefiora A-, who wore 

all her diamonds, we left our eaiTing>;, brooches, &c. in charge 
of the person who keeps the Academia, and recommenced our pil¬ 
grimage. 

Innumerable were the churches we visited that evening; the Ca¬ 
thedral, La Ensenanza, Jesus Maria, Santa Clara, Santa Brigida, San 
Hipolito, La Encarnacion, the five churches of San Francisco, &c. &c.; 
a list without an end; kneeling for a short space of time before each 
blazing altar, for the more churches one visits, the more meritorious 
is the devotion. The cathedral was the first we entered ft>id its 
magnificence struck us with amazement. Its gold ai^ silver and 
jewels, its innumerable ornaments and holy vessels, the rich dresses of 
the priests, all seemed burning in almost intolerable brightness. The 
high altar was the most magnificent; the second, with its pure white 
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The Qirowd was immense, but we made oiir way slowly through it 
to the foot of each altar, |vheve tlie people were devoutly kissing the 
Saviour’s luind or tiie hem of his gai-ment, or beating their breasts 
before the mild image of Onr Lady of Grief. Kacli cliureh had vied 
with the othem in putting forth all its splcmlour of jewellery, of lights, 
of dresses, and of music. In all the organ was ]w*aling, the. blaze of 
light overjwwering, the magnilioeiice t>f Jinvtds and (.'riniHon velvet 
and silver an<l gold dazzling, th(‘. crowd suftVx;ating, the inceusi* 
blinding. 

’riie prettiest effect in every clnirch wjis caus«*d by the oraiige-ti\‘cs 
and rose-bushes which covtrre.d the steps of tin*, altars, up to where 
the magniliccuce of the altar iitudf bhized out; and the most pictu¬ 
resque etfcct was produced by tlie different orders of monks in their 
gowns and h('''ds, either iviiigon their faces or sUciidijig lauged witl> 
torches, like figures carved in stone. 

In the passtige leading to mc/st of tiui churches was a ta)»lc, at 
which several IjJdies of the highest rank sat collecting alms for the 
poor, 'riie fait quHeuies had not been wry successful, and that 
chiefly amongst the lo^'er classes. ’I'he fatigue was terril»lc, walking 
for so many hours on that had pavement thin satin shoes; so 
that at length our feet seemed to move mechanically, aud we 
dropped on our kjiees before ca<*h altar like machines touclusl by a 
spring, and rose again 'wiili no small eff'ort. Of all the ehiirehcs we 
entered that night,.the cathedral won the nu)st magnificent, but tlie 
most beautiful jind tasteful was Sail Francisco, '['ho crowd there 
was so dense that we werii almost can‘U*.<l olf our feet, and were 
iihligcd, in d(^^iauce o( all rule, to take the. anus of our cahalkim. 
Still it was wortli the trouble of making ^>nr way tlnough it to s<*<‘ 
such a superbly illuminated altar. It wa.-t m»vv t'leven o eloek, and 
ilie crowd were breaking up, as the chnrolics are shut before. mi<l- 
night. In one forner of tJu^ luiddk; aisle, near the iloor, was the 
iL’iiresentation of a prison, from wliich issnird a stresm of soft music, 
ami at the window was a figure of Ohrist in chains, his eyes 
bandaged, and a Jew on eaeh side; the clmins banging from Ids 
hands, and clanking as if with the motion ol his arms. Tlie rush 
here was immense. Numbei-s of people. wei» kneeling before the 
window of the prison,, and kissing the chain'^. sod ln*ating their 
breusts, with every appearance of contrition suid di'votion. This 
was the night before the Orucili.xioii, and tin* last scene, of Holy 
’J’hnmday. 

We reitehed home hardly able to .stand. I m x i i* felt more dazzled, 
bewildered, and sleepy; but 1 xvas wakened by limling a }>acket of 
letters from home, which brought back my thoughts, or rather car¬ 
ried them away, to very different lands. 

On Good Friday, a day of sorrow and humiliation, the scene in the 
morning is very different. I’he great sacrifice is complete; tin; Jni- 
mortal luis died a mortal death. The ladies all issue forth in mourning, 
and the churches look sad and wan after their last night’s brilliancy. 
The heat was intense. We went to 8an Francisco, again to tlie tribuna 
of the Coun^iss de Santiago, to see the Adoration and Procession of 
the Cross, wliich Vas very fine. 

But the most beautiful and original scene was presented towards 
sunset in the great square, and it is doubtful whether any other city 
in the world could present a coup-d*ceil of equal brilliancy. Having 
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been offered the entrie to some apartments in the paiacc, we ^ook our 
seats on the balconies, which commanded fs. view of the wliolc. The 
Plaza itself, even on ordinary days, is a noble stiuare; and bnt for its 
one fault, a row of shops called the Parian, which breaks its uniformity, 
would bo nearly mirivalled. Every object is interestinjr. The eye 
wanders frmn the cathedral to the liousc of Cortes (the Monte Pio), 
and from tlicnco to a ranine of fmcj buildings with lofty aremdes to the 
west. From our elevated situation, we could see all the different 
streets that branch out from the sf|iiare, covered with gay crowds 
pouring in that direetioii to see another great ^u’oeession, which was 
expected to ptws in front of the palace-. Booths tilled with rofresh- 
lueiiis, and covered with green branches and garlands of tiowers, 
were to be seen in all directions, surrounded by a crowd w'ho were 
(pieiiohing their thirst with orgeat, c/im* lemonade, or prilqve. The 
whole scpiare, from the cathedral to th(‘, Portalcs, and from the 
Monte Pio to the palace, Avas covered with thousands and tens of 
thoiisainls of tiguves, all in their gayest dresses; ‘and as the sun 
poured Jus rays down upon their gsuuly colours, they looked like 
armies of living tulips. Heue were to be seen a group of ladies, 
scene witJi black gowns and mantillas; othci*s, now that their 
church-going duty was over, eipii])pod in velvet or satin, with their 
hair dressed—and b(;autiful hair they have.; some leatling their 
pretty children by the hand, dressed—alas! how^they wore dressed! 
Long velvtit gowns trimmed wdth bioiide, diamond earrings, high 
French caps ])efurbclowed Avitli lace and tiowers, or turbans with 
plumes of feathers. Now and then the head of a little thing 
that ctndd hardly waddle alone might have been thought to belong 
to an English dowager-ducliess in her opera-box. Some had ex¬ 
traordinary bonn(‘ts, also w'itli llowei-s and feathers; and as they 
toddled along, top-heavy, one woiihl liav(^ fancied they w’ere little 
«)ld w’omcn, till a glim]>se was caught of their lovely little brown 
'faces and black eyes. Now and tlieii a little girl, simply dressed 
with a short frock, and long black hair plaited down and uncovered, 
would trij) along, a very mod(d of grace amongst the small cari¬ 
catures. 'J'he childnjn here are generally beautiful, their features 
only too perfect and regular for the face to “fulfil the promise of its 
spring.” They have little colour, with swimming bla(;k or liazel 
eyes, and long lashes resting oif the clear pale cheek, and a perfect 
mass of lino dark hair of the straight Si>anish or Indian kind, plaited 
down behind. 

As a contrast to the setioras, with their ovcr-dressed^^libeauties,. 
were the poor Indian women, trotting across the square, their black 
hair plaited with dirty red ribbon, a piece of woollen cloth wrapped 
round them, and a little mahogany .coloured baby hanging behind, its 
face upturned to the sky, and its head going jerking along, somehow 
without its neck being dislocated. The most resigned ex])res8ion on 
earth is that of an Indian baby. All the groups we had soon pro¬ 
menading the streets the day before were hero collected by hundreds; 
the women of the shopkeep^ class, or it may be lower, in their smart 
white embroidered gowns, with their white ^tiu shoes, and neat feet 
and ankles, ami rehozos or bright shawls thrown threr their heads; 
the i)easantB and countiy women, with their short petticoats of two 
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oolouts, generally scarlet and yellow (for they are most auti-Qiiiikcr- 
ish in their attire), thin t«|tin shoes and laoo-triinmed cheniiKCS; or 
hi’oiize-ODlourod damsels, all crowmed with Ho\voi*s, strollin;^ along 
v.'ith then admirers, and tinkling their light giiiiars. Ami uhovc 
all. here and tln‘ro a flasiiing PoMana, with a «lr(‘ss of veal \altie and 
much taste, and often with a faeti and ilguve of oxtraordimny hoauty, 
especially the iignte; large, and yet with a hold coquettish 

eye, and a bejintifnl litlle hvovrn foot, shown oil* hy the nhite satin 
shoe; the ]»otticont of her dress iVcqu'uitly fringed and emhrnid('re<i 
irx real massive gold, and either a rrin zo shot with gold, or a bright- 
eoloured China crape j.hawl, cotpieUishly thrown t>ver her head. 
^V^; saw several whose dresses could not have cost loss than live hun- 
iTvcd dollars. 

Add to till'* motley crowd, men dii ssi d ht with their 

large orn.'iuiente<l hats and srrftjH’n, or einbroid! red jackcls,: aiiutciiri;,- 
along smoking their cigars, fepfroif in rag’s, Jndians in hhiukets, 
oftieei-siii unifurifi, priests in their sliovelduits, iiionks of ei'cry ord»T; 
Frenchmen exercising th<dr wit upon the pas.'-er.s-liy; .Kngli.shineii 
looking cold a.nd philosophical; (h.-nuaiis ga/.iier tluongli (lieirsjieo 
tacles, mild and invslical; H|>aniar(Is seeming ].rt‘1ly mn^ Ii at home, 
and abstaining from remarks; and it ina\ b«- eoiKcivetl that the scene 
at least pves'’Ute<l variety. Someliiues tin- tinkling of tlie hell a^i- 
noiineed the approneli of Nucsttm Amo. Instantly the whole crowd. 
W'cre on their knees, crossing theraselv, dev<)nl!y. Two men \vJ)o 
w'erij fighting behwv the window siuldenly dropprd down side by side. 
Disputes were hushed, flirtations arie.'-ted, ami to tiio husy 1mm oi‘ 
A’oiees siu'eeedcd a profound silence. Duly the rolling of the eoach- 
v/heels and th(‘ sound (»f the little bell we5‘<* Jiejtrd. 

No sooner laid it pass<;d thsin the talkers un.I tl:e eriers recotn- 
iiunieed with fresh vigoui. 'De.; vendors of hut .■!:/■■,’.et.s and cooling 
leverages plh.-d their tra<i. s more hriskly than ever. A militaiy baml 
struck up an air from “ Semiramide;’" j;nd the iioise of the iunuine- 
vable matracan (rattles), some, of \vo<mI and soii'e of silver, with which 
evi ry one, is annc<l duiing tin- last days of the Holy Week, broke forth 
again as if by magic, while ag.dn commonoed the stih*. of th<* Judases^ 
lircworks in the form of that areb.draitor, v.ldeli are soM t.n the 
evening of (.lood Friday, and let of on SaturtluN' oHivnina-. Tlv.rnireds 
of tk-cse hideous figures were hehl above the ep»\vd, |»y men who eav- 
ried them tied togetla r on long jioles. An Ugly, misshapen monster 
tliev r<‘])resent tlie bidrayer to hav<; been. AVhen he sold his Mast(‘V 
lor tiiirtjujfiieees of silver, <lid he ilroam that in the lapse of ages his 
efigics shtjriild be. held up to the. extaTfition of a M(‘xiean mob, of an 
unknown people in uniliscfivered countries benond the seas? A 
secret bargain, x>crl)a’j)s made whisjieringly in a (hiTkenoff chamber 
^eith the tierce Jewish rulers; but now shouted forth in the cars of 
the descendants of Montezuma and Cortes! 

But the sound of a distant hymn rose oii the air, and shortly after 
there afipearcd, advancing towards the B(j[nare, a long and j)om|>ous 
retinue of mitred priests,\vith haiiiiors and cna ilixos, and gorgeous 
imagery, conducting a procession in wdiich ligiire.s representing scciiok 
c oncerning the d^ath of our Saviour w’ere carried hy on i)latforms,us 
they were the preceding evening. Thcj're Avas the Virgin in mourning 
at the foot of the eims, the Virgin in glory, and nioru saints and more 
angels; St. Michael and the dragon, &c. &c.; a glittering and irnin- 
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inerable train. Not a sound was lieard as the figures were carried 
slowly onwards in their splendid robes, lighted by thousands of 
tapers, wliioh mingled their unnatural glare with the fading light of 
day. 

As the Miserere was to be performed in the cathedral lat<^ in the 
evening, we went there, though with small hopes of making our -way 
through the tremendous crowd. Having at longtli been admitted 
through a private entrance, per favour^ wc made our way into tin; 
body of the church; but the crowd was so intolerable that we thought 
of abandoning our position, when we were seen and recognised by 
some of the priests, and conducted to a railed-off enclosure near the 
shrine of the Virgin, with the luxury of a Turkey carpet. Here, 
separated from the crowd, we sat down in peace on the ground. The 
gentlemen were accommodated with Jiigh-backed chairs beside some 
ecclesiastics; for men may sit on chairs or benches in church, but 
women must kneel or sit on the ground. Why? Quien saheT* 
(Who knows ?) is all the satisfaction 1 have ever fMaincd on that 
point. 

The miLsic began witli a crash that wakened me out of an agree¬ 
able slumber into which I had gradually fallen; and such discordance 
of instruments and voices, such “confusion worse confoujidod,” such 
inharmonious harmony, never before deafened mortal ears. The 
very splicres seemed out of tune, and rolling and crasliing over each 
(vtlior. I could have cried ^^Misererer with the loudest; and in the 
midst of all the undrilled band was a music-masrcr^ witli violin-stick 
uplifted, rushing desperately from one to the other, in vain endea¬ 
vouring to keep time, and frightened at the clamour he himself had 
been instrumental in raising, like Thaeton entrusted with his imma- 
nageable coursers. The noise wtis so great as to be really alarming, 
and the heat was severe in proportion. The calm face of the Virgin 
seemed to look reproachfully down. We were thankful when, at the 
•conclusion of this stormy appeal for mercy, w'e were able to make 
our way into the fresh air and soft moonlight, through the confusion 
and squee^ng at the doors, where it was rumoured that a s(*ldicr 
had killed a baby with his bayonet. A bad place for poor little 
babies—decidedly. 

Outside in the square, it was cool and agreeable. A military band 
wa^ Inlaying airs from “Noima,” and the womankind were sitting 
on the stones of the railing, or wandering about and finishing their 
day’s w'ork by a quiet flirtation au clmr de la Imie. 

It was now eleven o’clock, and the pulqueria^ were thrown open 
for the refreshment of the faithful, Und though hitherto much order 
had prevailed, it was not likely to endure much longer; notwith¬ 
standing which, wc had the imprudence to walk unattended to our 
pw 4 house at San Fernando. In the centre of the city there seemed 
no danger. People were still walking, and a few still drinking at the 
lighted booths; but when we anived at the lower part of the Ala¬ 
meda, all was still, and as we walked outside, under the long sha¬ 
dows of the trees, I expected cveiy moment to be attacked, mid 
wished wc were anywhere, even on the silvery top of Popocatepetl 1 
We passed several crowde<i pidtjueriasy where some w^re diinking and 
others drunk. Arrived at the arches, we saw from time to time a 
suspicious blanketed figure half hid by the shadow of the wall. A 
few doors ^row' oij’^ own domicile wjis a vM//fWfl-sho’i filled with lep^os. 
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of whom some were standing; at the door, shrouded in their hhinkets. 
It seemed tt) me we should never pass them, b\it we walked last, and 
reached our door in saTety. Hero we thundered in vain, 'riio porter 
was aslt'i p, and for nearly ten minutes \vc hcaT<l voioes within, male 
and female, ineft'ectually endeavouring to persuade the lieavy-heado«l 
Cer])erus to relinquisli his keys. It woiihl have hoeii a ehoiee mo- 
ineiit for our friends, had any of them wisiied t<» accost us; hut either 

they had not ohsiu vod us, or perhaps they tliougiit that C-n, 

walking so late, must have l)een ariftod; or [jeihaps (more charitaldo 
eoustruetion) they liad prolited hy tlic solemujtii;s «)f the ‘hiy. 

We got in at last, and 1 felt thankful enough lor slu lter andsaletv, 
and as w'earied of tJic day’s perfonnaucc as you may’' he in reading a 
description of them. 

Next morning,r/r I could lU't ne>‘S’';;de myself to 

go as far as tlic Plaza, to see tin' Iscariots explode. A.t a dislain'i' wc 
listened to the hissing and crackling of the lireworks, the ringing ol 
all the hells, and the thundering of artniery: ami knew by the hum 
of busy voices, and the rolling of carriages, tliat tin* Holy Week was 
numbered witlj the past. . . . 

Wc hear that it is in contemplation aiuottgsfc tin* Knglish hen*, 
headed hy their miiiisU'.r, to give a hall in tins Miiie.ria. to celel>rate 
the marriage of Queen Victoria, which will be turning those splemlid 
halls to sonn* account. . . . 

1 have some injtention of giving a st vies of w e»‘kly soirees, but am 
assured that they will not smceed, hi eaus<; l)itljcrto such parties 
have failed. As a reasoji is given the extravagant notions of the 
ladies in point of dress, and it is said that notiiiitg hut a ball where 
tlic}" can wear jewels and a l«»ilet Uie.u*with consistent will please, 
tliem; that- a iady of high rank who laid lu-eri in Madrid, having 
Iiro[)Oscd simple lerlnUaif and white muslin o’rrsses, half tlie nnai in 
.Mexico Wi'vv ruined that year hy tin*, enduoidered French and India 
niuslins bought liy tlieir wives during this reign of simjilieity, the 
iilea of a plain wdiite muslin, actress worn b\ aJiy m*ver having 

struck them as possible. Nevertheless, we can hut make the, attempt. 

Wc propose going next w'eek to ’I’ldansingo, where our friends 

tlie-have a countia-]»Uice; from them c wc pror i'cd to visit the 

mines of Ileal del Monte. 

23rd.—On Monday wc gave n (erfuJia^ win*.'n. notwithstanding all 
predictions, went otf remarkahly well, and < » )isistcd of nearly all the 
jileasantest people in Mexico. We hud mn.sic, dancing, and cards, 
and at|^three in tlie nioruiiig the Oerman cotilloji vvas still in full 
vigour. Every oneVas disposed to he amu.scd; and, moreover, the 
young ladies were dressed veiy simply, most of tlieiu in plain white 
muslins. There Avas hut a small sprinkling of diamonils, and that 
<‘Iiietly among tlie elderly ])art of the community. Still it is said 
that the novelty alone imliiced them to come, and that weekly 
soirees w ill not succeed. Wo shall try. Besides wliicli, the lady of 

the-minister jiroposi’s being at home on Wotlnesdayeveiling; the 

lady of the-minister takes lUiotlier evening; I, a tliird; and wc 

sliall sec what can bo ollccted. 
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J.ETTEII XA". 

24^/i ApriL 

Tiin nvchbishop lias not only j^vantod me pemiission to visit the 
l onvfiits, but poniiits nio to take two ladies along with me, of which 

1 hav<* boon informed by the minister, Weflor C-o, in a very 

iiuiiable note just received. 

27til.—Accordingly, on Sunday ark-nioon, we drove to tlio Fmcar- 
vftcion^ the mo>it splendid and richest convent in Mexico, excepting 
pcrha])S ba (.■onceiicioii. If it were in any other eouatry, 1 might 
mention the surpassing beauty of the evening; but as, except in the 
rainy sf*^asoii, which has not yet hcgiiii, the evenings arc always 
beautiful, the weather ](‘aves no room for description: the sky 
always blue, tlu‘ air always soft, the dowel's always blossoming, the 
birds always singing, 'riiomson never could have written his “ Sea¬ 
sons” here. AVo descended at the convent g^tc, wore adtuitted by 
the portress, and received by several nans, their faces closely covered 
Avith double crape veils. AVo were then led into a spacions ball, 
bung Avith handsome lustres, and adorned Avith various A^irgins and 
siiints, magniriccntly dressed; and luu'c the eldest, a \'ery dignified 
old lady, lifted her veil, the othtus folloAving her example, and intro¬ 
duced hoi*sclf as tlic mmlrc cicaria; hringing us many excuses from 
the old abbess, Avbo, having an iiillamiuation in her eyes, Avas con¬ 
fined to her cell. Slie and another reverend mother, and a group of 
elderly dames, tall, thin, and stately, then proceeded to inform us, 
thUt tlie arclibishojj had, in person, given orders‘for onr reception, 
juid that they Avero prepared to show us the Avliole cstahlishment. 

'Phe drt‘ss is a long rol.»e of v(!ry fine u Jiite cashmere, a thick black 
crape veil, and long rosary. 'Phe dress of the novices is the same, 
only that the A'oil is Avhite. Eor tlie first half-hour or so, I fancied 
tliat along Avith their politeness Avas mingled a good deal of restraint, 
caused perhaps l)y the iiresence of a foreigner, and ospcoially of an 
Englishwoman. My companions they know avcII, the S(‘norita having 
even passed some months there. HoAvever this may have been, the 
feeling seemed gradually to AVear aAvay. Kindness or curiosity 
triumphed; their questions became unceasing; «.nd before the .visit 
Avas concluded, 3 was addressed as ‘‘wh ifida'* {my life) by the Avhole 
establishment. “AVherewas Iborn? AViiere had I lived? AVhat 
convents had I seen ? AViiich did I prefer—^thc convents in France, 
or those in Mexico ? Which Avere largest ? Which had the best 
garden ?” &c. &c. Fortunately, I could Avith truth give the preference 
to their convent, as to 6pacioiLsness and magnificence, over any I 
ever saAv. 

The Mexican style of building is peculiarly advantageous for r&- 
closes, the great galleries and courts aifording them constant sup¬ 
ply of fresh air, Avhile the fountains sound so chceriuUy, and the 
garden in this climate of perpetual spring affonls them such a con- 
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Thitk convent is in fact a palace. The f^atden, into which they led 
us liixt, is kept ill j'ood order, with its stoiu* wsdks, stone benches, 
and aii e\'er-j>1 ay iri;^ -md sparklinj^ fountain. The trees Avertj bending 
with fruit, and they pulled quantities of the most beautiful flowers 
for us; sweet-peas and roses, with which all gardens here ahound, 
eariiatioMS, jasmine, and heliotrope. It Wfis a j»retty picture t<j sec 
them Avtiuderlng about, or standing in groups in this high-wallcd 
garden. Avlnh.' tlu^ sun was setting boliind tin* hills, and the noise cjf 
the city Avas c»>Tri])k‘telv t^xcluded, everything breathing repose and 
eontcJiti mail. Most of the halls in the eonveJit uve noble ro«>ms \Vc 
visited tlie avIioIo, iVojii the v<'ft;ctory to tlio hotita, j.ud admin<1 the 
extreme cleanness of everything, especially of the innnonso kitchen, 
Avhich seems hallowed from the a])proaeh even of a particle oi dust. 
'I'his eireumstain e is partly iu“eouiih‘«l for by the fact that each nun 
has a servant, and some have two: for this is not one of the sirictest 
orders, 'riie (•oii\<‘nt is rich; each novice at her entrance pays 
thinisand <h)lldrs into the coiuinon stock, 'riiere are about thirty 
nuns and ten novices. 

'j’lie prevailing si!i in a convent f*c:l«'l•all^ seems to be ]»iido: 

The pridu tliAt apes humility j 

and it Is ]ierhaps nearly inseparabb* from tlie eonvontual state. Set 
apart from the r«st of tin; AVorbl. th<‘v, from their little ivorld, are 
t<K) ajfl to look down with contempt whi<’h-may be mingled Avith 
envy, or modiliod by pity, bnt must be imsnited to a true, Cbristiari 
spirit. 

'J’he novices were ju'esented to us—poor-litiU* entrapped things! 
who really helicv<^ they uill he let out at the <‘nd of the year if they 
rhould grow tired : as if tluw wouhl ever hv pi rmitb'il to grow tired! 
'riie two (‘Idi-it ami* most n venmd ladies are sisters; thin, tall, and 
stately, with high noses and nmiaiiis of Ixjauty. 'fhey have been in 
t he convent since they were eight yeamold «whh h is remarkahlc, as 
^is<ers are rarely allowed to (irofeB.s in the saim? establishment), and 
oonsider Jja nearnavion as a swall piece ot’. heaven nj>on earth, 
'riicvc Avere some handsome faces aimmgst them, and one Avliose ex¬ 
pression ami eyes were singularly loA'cly; bm, trutli to say, these 
At'eiA! lather exceptions h) the general rule. 

Having vi.siteil the Avliole hnilding, and admired one virgin's blue 
f'a.tiii and pe,arls, and anotlaw’s black velvet and diamonds, sleeping 
holy infants, .saints, paintings, shrines, and eonfcssiohals; having 
even climlied iiyt the az«itf*a, which commands a magnifteent view; 
wo came at length to a large hall, deco8*at(‘d Avith paintings and fur¬ 
nished Avith anticpie high-backed arm-chairs, Avhere a very elegant 
supper, lighted up and ornamented, greeteii our astonished eyes: 
cakes, choc olate, ices, creams, custards, tarts, jellies, blauc-maiigcs, 
orangeade and lemonade, and other profiino dainties, ornamented 
Avith gilt pafior cnit into little flags, &c. 1 Avas placed in a <^hair that 
miglit have served for a poiie under a holy family; tlie Sefiora - 

and the iicnorita --on either side. Tim elder nuns, in stately 

array, occupied the other arm-chairs, and looked lik(*. statues eatVed 
in stone. A young girl, a sort of jmiMonn/tire, brought in a little harp 
Avithout pedals, and while wo discussed cakes and iocs, sang different 
ballads Avith a good deal of taste. The cider nuns helped us i«i 
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everythin^, but tasted nothing themselves. The younger nuns and 
the novices were grouped upon a mat d Ut '^"nrque, and a more pic¬ 
turesque scene altogether one could scarcely set*. 

The young novices, with their white rohes, white veils, and black 
eyes; the severe and dignified madres, with their long drt*sses ami 
mournful-looking black veils and rosaries; the veiled ligures occa¬ 
sionally flitting along the corridor; ourselvt^s in contraj^t, witli our 
dresses and coloured rihlw)ns; and the groat hall lighted by 
one immense lamp that hung from the ceiling: T felt transpoited 
three centuries hack, and half afraid that the whole would flit away, 
and prove a mere vision, a waking dream. 

118th.—Last evening wo were sitting at home very quietly about 

ten o'clock, 0-n, Monsieur do-, of the-legation, and I, 

when A-nished into the room all dishoviflled. “Conui <pnekly, 

sir! Ilobhei’s are breaking open the kilehen-doov!” \ suecession of 

feminine shrieks in the dishvucc added ellect to her words. ('/-n 

jumped uxs ran for his jnstols, gave one to Monsii‘iir de-, called 

up tlie soldiers, hut no robbers api>oared. The kitiflien-door was 
ind€?edopen, and the trembling galopina attested, that being . the 
kitchen alone, dimly lighte<i by one small lamp, three men, all 
armed, had entered, and liad nished out again on lioaring h(‘r give 
the alarm. We somewhat doubted her asstniions, hut tin? next 
morning found that the men had in fact escaped by the asotea, a 
great assistance to all Mexican depredatoi-s. At the end of tiiis row 
of houses the people ran out and fired upon them, but without effect. 

The house of the old Ooimtess of S-F-had been broken into, 

her porter wounded, report says killed, and her plate carried off. In 
the mean time our soldiei-s watch in the kitchen, a pair (f loaded 
pistols adorn the table, a double-barrelled gun stands in the coriu*r, 
and a bull-dog gi'owls in the gsillery. 'I’his little passing visit to us 
was probably caused by the arrival of some large boxes from London, 
especially of a veiy fine harp and piano, both lOnirds, which 1 hail 
the pleasure of seeing unxmeked this morning, ao.i which, in iqiho of 
jolting and bad roads, have arrived in perfect e«>mlition. . . . 

Thus far I had written, it being now the evening, and ’ itting 
alone, when a succession of shrieks arose*, even more aw ml than 
those which alarmed us last night. At the same time the old gaUj. 
phia-f her daughter, and a French girl who lives here, rushed shout¬ 
ing along the gallery; not a word they said comprehensible, but 
something concerning “ a robber in black, with men at his hack, 
who had burst open the door.” At the noise the whole hoiisehohl 
had assembled. One ran this way, one ran that. A litth^ French 
teintuner, who it appeared had been paying the maids a piolite visit, 
seized the 16aded gun; the footman took a pistol, and hid himself 

hehinil the porter; A-, like a second Joan of Arc, appeared with 

a rusty sabre; the soldiers rushed up with their bayonets; the coach¬ 
man stood aloof witli nothing; the porter led up the rear, holding a 
large dog by the coUar; but no robber appears; and the girls are 
all sobbing and crying because we doubt their having seen one. 
Galopina the younger, shedding tears in torrents, swears to the man. 
Galopina the cider, enveloped in her rebozo^ swears to 'any number of 
men; and the recamerera has cried bei’self into a fit between fear and 
indignation. ' 
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inf?; fgr ono real attempt to enter the hoiiso invariably gives rise fb 
a I honsaixl ini:igin:iry n|ta.cks and fanciful alarms. 

We weld lately to pay a visit to the celebrated Virgen de los Re- 
inedios, t>ie f»\:rhhpinfi, tlie Stmnish patroness, and rival of Our Lady 
(*J‘ r,n:olaluf.e. I'his Virgin was brought over by Cortes, and when 
lir tli-p‘ Acd thr Indian idols in the great temple of Mexico, caused 
rlifjij to ]>e broken in pieces, and the s^iuctuary h» he piiriticd, he 
placed tluuv a cnicilix and this image of the- Virgin; then 
kn. - ling i ii, gave' solemn tliardts to Heaven, which had per- 
j.dio d bm: t.'- *o adore the M«ist High in a place so long profaned 
l»\ ib»' i!H‘ t ‘ . ’d(*^*nues. 

J’cing dcsirer.- o* M-eiug'lhis celebrated image, we set oft' one line 

afternoon in a c:irTi:ige of-'s, drawn by six unbroken hors.*s. 

a< (oiitpanied b 'o -tnd Ins lady, and performed four leagues of 
!»ad road, ni u/i lu /:‘dibly .slaa’f. spaee of time. Tiie ilom's ihenir 
selves v\«*5v? i . evhlent state of astonishment; for after kicking 
and plnngi .• s .(i, as they iinagimxl, rimning away, they tbund 
l.iii‘;Osc)v< s «*n mueh faster than thov had the slightest intention 

of c;<»ing; sr> after a. little whih^ they ackiiowledgial, in-’s capital 

coaelinnin, iti( >//' ' fkmnitrc. 

'I’lie inoiiillain is barren and bau'ly, but the view from its suiamit 
is ’H'auiifnl. commanding the \vh(»le ]»liiiu. The church is old and 
not very remarkable, yet a picturesipie object, a.s it stands in its gray 
solitariness, witli,one or two tnM S I'esiib* it, »)f which one without 
leaves was entirely covered with the most brilliant scarlet flowers. 

Senor-having been the Virgin’s coacbman, tlie Sefiorti- 

l‘t ing tlic daughter of bei cainarista, and C-Ji the minister from 

thij land of lier pvciiiic ction, w(‘ were not astonished at the distin¬ 
guished icception wl)i« b we met with fioiu the njvereud jiadre, the 
•,-.irdian of the nniuntain. 'riu^ church within is handsoim;, and 
tdiove tlie dtfir i- ,i. roje of the original Virgin. After we had ro¬ 
te dined there a I’ tle. vNbilc, \vc weo^ admitted into the sanctum, 
V b, IV the denjb.il ’’‘rgin of Corte.s, witl» a large silver maguey, 
'•*' iipi'*' be sj'b ’‘ ’n ine. 'J’lie priest retired and ]mt on his robes, 
and then ri te all Iciie(‘ling»before the altar, la* recited the* 

Tlris fi-. iie mounted the steps, ami optmiiig the shrinii 
V. bevo the Virgin was cmasial, knelt down :uid rcmovi'tl her in his 
aims, lie th<‘n presented her to each of us in succession, every one* 
kissing tie; b«‘m of her satin robe. She was aftenvard.s replaced with 
ihc same ceremony. 

'I'iu image is a woodtin doll about a foot liigln holding in its arms 
an infant .hisns, both faces evidently earved wilh a rude, lurnknife; 
t wo holes for the eyes and another for the mouth. "J'his doll Avas 
dressed in blue satin and jiOt'irls, Avitli a croAvii upon her^iead and a 
quantity of liair fastened <in to the crown. No Indian idol could be 
much uglier. As she has been a good deal scratched and destroyed 

ill the lajiso of ages, (1-n observed tbat he was astonished they 

had not tried to reshwe Insr a little. To this the padri'. replied, that 
the attempt had been made by several artist.s, each oin‘ of whom had 
sickened lyid died. Ho also mentioned as one of lu^r miracles, that 
living on a solffcary mountaiTi, she had never been robbed; Imt I fear 
the jiadre is somcAvhat obKmottSy as this saerikjge lias bappcneil more 
than onc:c. On one occasion, a crowd of Icjj'ros ludiig c«)Jlected, and 
the image carried round to be kissed, one of them, aft'ceting intense 
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tlUvotion, bit off the large pearl that adomeil her dress iji fro^t, and 
before the theft was discovered he hud miiigied with the crowd and 
escaped. When reminded of tluj circumstance, the y»adro said it 
was true, but that the thief was a Frenchman., After taking leave of 
the Virgin, we visited the padre in his own old house, attiiclicd to 
the church, where his only attendant, us usual among padres, is an 
old. woman. 


LETTER XVJ? 


Ciih May. 

Befoue the S(!tting in of the rainy season, w<* accept of tlu*. invita¬ 
tion of our friends, the- ’s, to visit tlieir .different iiaciendas, as in. 

a short time the roads will Iw'coine nearly ini])as.sal)le.* Hk.! country 
in May is pcrliaps at its liiglicst beautj', or oven a little earlier, as 
already the great blow of ros(?s is nearly over; mi reste^ there arc 
roses all the year round, though more in Decembe r than in .Inly. 
And this, hy the way, is rather a source of disappointment to the un- 
w'ary traveller. He aTnvt?s in Dceemher, and finds the gardens full 
of iiowers. “If this he the case in Dceemher,” says he to himself, 
“what will it be in May?” May comes; the roscsvarc over, and the 
chief flowers in the gardens are dahlias and marigolds, our autumnal 
flowers; September, and these autumnal flowers still bloom, and with 
them you have mignonette and roses, and then pinks and jasmine, 
and other flowers. In fact, thc*re seems to be no particular season 
for anything. 

Tlic weather at present is neither warm nor cold, but colder hero 
than, in Mexico, and when it does not rain it is lovely. Already 
there has been much rain, and the torrents aie so swelh‘d that tlujro 
was some doubt as to whether onr can-iages conbl pass them. 

Yesterday, at five in tlie morning, wt^ left Mexico, in a coach once 
the propoity of Charles X. ''Sic transit” &c.; and a most luxurious 
travelling-carriage is that of his cx-mujcsty, entirely covered with 
gilding, save where the lilies of Erance surmount the crown (sad em¬ 
blems of the fallen dynasty!), lined with white satin witli violet- 
coloured binding, the satin cushions most excellently stuffed: large, 
commodious, and with a movement as soft as that of a gondola. 

A Frcnchinani bought it on speculation, and brought it here for 
sole. In former days, from its gilded and showy appearance, it. 
would have brought any price; but the tp ste for gaudy equipages lias 
gone by since the introduction of foreign, and especially of English 
carriages; and the present proprietor, who bought it for its intrinsic 
good qiuditioH, paid but a moderate sum for it. In this carriage, 
drawn by six strong horses, with two first-rate coachmen and several 
outriders well anned, we went along at great speed. The drivers, 
dressed Mexican fashion, with all their accontrements smart ami 
new, looked very picturesque. Jackets and trousers of dcqrskiii, the 
jackets embroidered in green, w'ith hanging silver buiruuis, the trou¬ 
sers also embroidered and slit up the side of the leg, trimmed with 
silver buttons, and showing an under pair of unbleached linen; these, 
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wliich would/cri/v fureilf^ if some mlvuuturous Mcxkaii Vv t.ulil venture 
to (li^J)liiy it ill tluj atr<|its of JjOujIou. 

"Wo k^l't the city by the (»i Unadalupo, and pulsed by the 
groat oatlicdral, (»ur roarl lying over tlic mai’sliy plains mice covcrecl 
by tlie waters of T^ake Tezcneo'. 

To tin' east lay tho groat lak«', its broad waters shining like asht'ot 
of molten silv«‘r, and the. two great voleainu s; tlie ribingsiin fi'iining 
a crown of rays on the wliib* brow of Popocataja tl. 

To <l(‘serib(‘ once for all, the grinwal iUs]K*et of Ihc I’oiintry on Hiis 
side of iluj valley of Mexied, sntliee it to say. tba: Inero is a nniversd 
air of dn'arinoss, vastneas, and desolation. Tim coiinlry i.' d;u. init. 
always enlivened by the surrounding mountains, liUe. an nuiiUe.i st¬ 
ing painting in a diamond frame; and yet it is not wholly mnnte. 
resting. Tt has a ohaiaetor i*ev‘i,lmr to itself: great plains of maguey; 
with itshuts .vith iincnll.ivate<1 patihes, tnat lia’ i un.a been gardens, 
still filleil with ^wci'S and choked \utli wi^m.U; tlie lints theins»‘I\ “s, 
generally of unfn'qiieutly of solid stone, roolless and 

windowless, with traces of having hec'ii fine buildings in former days; 
the complete solitude, nubrokt'n exe.- jd by tlui ]uissing Indian, cer¬ 
tainly as much in a state of savagt' nature as the lower class of ^lexi- 
cans were when Cortes first tra\crsed these, pLiins; with the siuno 
character, gentle and cowardly, false and eiinning, as weak animals 
are apt to bce^y nature, and imlolent and iuiprovidt'nt as men are 
in a tine climate; ruins ev<'rywhere-“h('re a \ic,>roy’s country palace, 
serving as a tavcTn, where the mub s stop to rest ami the drivms to 
drink pvlijuc; —there, a whole village irumbiing to pieces; rootless 
houses, broken down walls and avelies, an old chureli—tho remains 
of a convent. . . . For k'agnes, si'are<‘ly a tree to be seen; then 

a clump of tlio graceful nrhvL th Peru, or one great eypress; long 
slringH of mules and asses, with theii dri\' i.'-; pasturc-lields wilh 
cattle; tlnnagain whole tracts of maguey, a>-i;u as the e-yi* can reach; 
no roads wui Uij of Ibo mime, hut a passage mudii between liclds of 
maguey, l)ord(?rcd by crumbling-down low slomr walls, causing a 
jolting from which not even Ibo easy movymeiil of t.’barles X.'s 
t'oacli can save us. But the hoi'scs go at full gallo]), aecustometl to 
go through and over everything. 

The road grew nnu'o pi* turcs<iUO as we advam .-d, and at length 
«.nr attciijtion was arrcsteil by tb‘‘ sigbt of the two gr«‘ut ]iyrainids, 
wliieli rise to the east of the tOAvu of San luan 'I'loliliuaean, which 
an* mentioned by llunil.mklt, and havt; cm ited the curiosity anti 
attention of every succeeding travellur. 'll.esc, lingo masses we.ro 
constfcrated to the Sun ami Moon, vyhieli, in tin- time of (.'ortes, wertj 
th'U'o represented by two vast stone idols, ri.vi rrai wiili gold, 'llio 
conquerors made use of the gold, and broke the idols Jn pieces, hy 
order of the first bishop of Mexico. TTiifortunab ly, our time, was too 
limited to give them more thau a passing t>bsiu\ atioii. b’ragmtuits 
of obsidian, in tbc Ibnns of knives and arrows, with wbicb tin; prii!st.s 
ojienetl the breasts of their human victims, are still lo Ik* Ibund tlmrc; 
and miiucrouji small idols, niatlo of haketl clay, arc to be. ncu both, 
thertj and in the plains ad joining, 'fhe Indians rat her dislike to 
gnitle tijitellui’s to tliesc pyrambis, and tiicir reliietancc Ut do so has 
incvriised tlui popular belief of the existence of gn at eonecale.tl trea- 
suv. s m^ar or in thtun. 

The whole plain on which these great pyramids '• land was formerly 
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called Micoatl, or the Pathway of the Dead? and the hundreds <»f 
KmaUcr pyramids which surround the larger d’lcs (the Temjiles of the 
Sun and Moon) are syniinctrically disposed in wide streets, forming 
a great burial-plain, c;omposed perhaps of the dust of their aiudent 
warriors, an Aztec or Toltcc Pere-la-Chaisc, or rather a roofless West¬ 
minster Abbey. Sio few of the ancient teocallis now remain, and thesi? 
being nearly the only traces now existing of that extraordinary race, 
we regretted the more not being able to devote some time t<j their 
examination. 

Soon after leaving San Juan we were met by the Senora de-, 

ill an open carriage, coming Avith her children to meet us; ami 
thoiigli she had travelled since sunrise? from her hacienda, she ap¬ 
peared as if freshly dressed for an (‘veiling party: her dress, amber- 
coloured crape trimrntid with white blonde, short sle(;ves and de- 
coU^j a set of beautiful Neapeditan strawberry cora^ set in gold, 
straw-eoloiired satin shoes, and a little (Jhina crape shaAvl, embroi¬ 
dered iri bright flowers; her hair dreased and uncovered. 

We stopped at their haci(!nda of Sopayuca, an old house, standing 
s(ditarily in the midst of great fields of maguey. It has a small de¬ 
serted garden adjoining, amongst tlu; tangled bushes of whi<.h a little 
tame cleer was playing, Avith its half-startled look and full AA'ild cy(i. 
We found an excellent breakfast prepared, and liere, for the first 
time, I conceived the possibility of not disliking AVe visited 

the large buildings where it is kept, and found it vath(;r refreshing, 
with a SAveet taste and a creann* froth upon it, and with a much l(?8s 
decided odour than that which is sold in Mexico. 

Tliis hacienda is under the charge of an admiriistrador, to whom 

-pays a large annual sum, an<l whose pla<;e is by no means a 

sinecure, as be lives in perpetual danger from robbers. He is captain 
of a troop of soldiers, and as his life has been spent in “ persecuting 
robbers,” he is an object of intense hatred to that free and indepen¬ 
dent body, and has some thoughts of removing to another part of the 
country, where he may be more tramiuil. He gave us a terrible ac¬ 
count of those night attacks, of the ineffectual protection aftbrded 
him by the government, ami of the m;arly insuperable difficulties 
thrown in the way of anj attempt to bring these mei> to justice. 
He lately told the president that he had some thoughts of joining 
the robbers himself, as tliey Avere the only persons in the rei>ublie 
protected by the government. The president, however, is not to 
Idame in this matter. He has used every endeavour to check these 
abuses, and difficulties have, been throum in his Avay from A^oiy un¬ 
expected sources. 

A promos to whicli, the-<x)n8ul tt>ld us the other day, that 

some time ago, having occasion to consult Judge-upon an affair 

of importance, ho wa.s shown into an apartment Avhero that func¬ 
tionary Avas engaged with some suspicious-looking individuals, or 
rather who Avere above suspicion, their appearance plainly indicating 
their calling. On the table before him lay a number of guns, swords, 

pistols, and all sorts of arms. The judge requested Monsieur de- 

to be seated, observing that he was investigating a case of robbery 
committed by these pi;rsons. The robbers were seated, TJmoking very 
much at their ease, and the judge was enjoying tlu? same innocent 
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who relijilitcd his puro (cfcar) at it, and returned it with ii polite 
bow. In sliort, they wereCompletely fuind in glare. 

In the cveiiinjr wo readied Santiago, where wi» now are, about 
eighteen leagues iVoin Mexico: a large house in a wild-liMjking coun¬ 
try, standing in solitary state, witli hilJs behind .'ind rocks before it, 
and suiiounded by great uncultivated jilains and pasturo-fieldh. 
Eveiything is vn grande, in this domain. 'J’here flr<; a haiulsoiuo 
chapel and saeristy, a plaza de toros, hundreds of horses and mules: 
and, beiween dqKndicntes aiid liangevs-uii, we siit ilowii. thirty or 
forty people, to ilinner. 

7th.—The Novy <hiy of our arrival, llcrnardo the Mabulor, with liis 
men, arrived from Mexico, bringing their superb dresses with them, 
tor the purpose of giving us a < ouiitry bull-light. As a hacienda oi 
this kiinl is au 'uunonsc empty house, without fiu 'iihire or books, all 
the amusement is to be found either out-ol-doors or in large paitiis 
in the house; ami the unostentatjous hospitality which e.vists in this 
and some others t)f the old families is a jileasing remnant of Spanish 
mannem and habits, now falling into disuse, and sneei‘t‘ded by more 
pretensions to relinomeiit, and less of either real wealtii or socia- 
liility. 

In the evening b(‘re all me(it in a spacious ball; tlu‘ Sellora de 

-playing the piano; while tlie. whole party, agents, dipcndicntii^y 

major-domo, coachmen, inatadoi*s, puaulors, and women-stn'vants, 
assemble, and perform the dances of tlu^ c<matry: jurabes^ aformdor, 
enanoSf paloMOSy zopttteros, &c. &c. It must not be supposed that in 
this ajiparcnt mingling of ranks between masters and servants ther(^ 
is the slightest want of rcs])cct on the xiart of the latter: on the con¬ 
trary, they seem to exert tbcmsidves, as in duty bouiiil, for the 
amusement of their master ami his guests, 'rijcre is nothing ri‘- 
piiblican in it; no feeling of ctpiality; as far us I havt* seen, tliat 
♦'eeliiig does not exist here, except betwe(‘n people of the same rank, 
it is more like some remains of the feudal system. wIiimh.* tlie retainers 
sat at the same table with their chief, but b< low the salt. 'I’lie 
dam es are monotonous, with small steps and a great deal of shut¬ 
tling; hut the music is rather pretty, ami some of the dancers weri^ 
very graceful and agile; and if it were not invidious to niaki; dis¬ 
tinctions, we might particularize Bernardo the Matador, the h(‘ad 
coachman, and a handsome xieasant-girl, witi' a slaa-t scaib-t and 
yellow petticoat, and a fcK>t and ankle d Id l eefris. 'J'hey wenj all 
very quiet, but scemcil in a state of intense enjo}'mc‘nt; and some 
•of ibe men accompanied tbc (lancere on the guitar. 

Yesterday morning, we set off in a burning sun, over a jierfect 
Kgyiitian descit, to visit the famous arches of (kunpoula, a magiiili- 
cent work, which we arc told had greatly excited the adinffation of 
Mr. Poinsett when in this country. This aqueduct, the object of 
whose constiTiction -was to sup^ily these arid plains with water, was 
the w'ork of a Spanisli Francisan friar, and has never lieen (Titinrly 
completed. We tmvelled about six leagues, and sat there tV>r hours, 
looking up at the great stone arches, which seem like a work of 
giants. 

In the aftcmofJh, we all rode to the Plaza do Toros. The evening 
was cool, and our horses good, the road pretty and shady, and tlK? 
plaza itself a most picturesque enclosure, surroiinde<i by lofty trees. 
Chaii's were placed for us on a raised platform; and the bright green 
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of the trees, the flashing dresses of the the roaring of the 

fierce bulls, the spirited horses, the musici’and the cries; tlie Indians 
shouting from the trees up which they had climbed: all formed a 
scene of savage grandeur, which, for a short time at least, is interest¬ 
ing. Bernardo was dressed in blue satin and gold, the picadors in 
black and sih'er, the others in maroon-coloured satin and gold; all 
those on foot wore knee-breeches and white silk stockings, a little 
black cap with ribbons, and a plait of hair streaming down behind. 
The horses were generally good, and, as cfichnew ailvomiry appeared, 
seemed to participate in the enthusiasm of their riders. One hull 
aftei another was driven in roaring, and as here they are generally 
fi(*rce, and their horns not blunted as in Mexico, it is a much more 
dangerous afi'air. The bulls were not killed, but were suificiently 
tonnent(id. One, stuck full of arv(»ws and firew.Tks, all adorned 
witli.ribbons and coloured paj^er, madi; a sudden spring over an im¬ 
mensely high wall, and clashed into the woods. 1 thought afterwards 
of this unfortunate aniTual, how it must have heeir waiuloriiig about 
all night, bellowing with pain, the concealed arrows piercing its 
flesh, and looking like gay ornaments. 

If aiTows liad stuck too deep, and that the hull could not rub 
them ofi‘ against the trees, ho must have bled to death. Had ho re¬ 
mained, his fate wonld have been better; for when tlie animal is 
entirely exhausted they throw' him down with a lasso, and pulling 
out the arrows, put ointment on the w'ounds. 

The skill of the men is surprising; hut the most curious part of 

the exhibition was when a coachman of-'s, a strong, handsome. 

Mexican, mounted on the hack of a fierce hull, which pluiiged and 
filing hims<‘lf about as if possessed by a lepton of demons, and forced 
the animal to gallop round and round the arena. The hull is fn-st 
caught by the lasso, and thrown on his side, struggling furiously. 
The man mounts whih; lu? is still on the ground. At the same mo¬ 
ment tJie lasso is withdrawn, and the hull starts up, maddened by 
feeling tlie weight of his unusual burden. The rider must dismount 
in the same way, the hull being first tlirown dowm, otherwise he 
would be gored in a moment. Jt is terribly dangerous, for if the 
man were to lose his scat, his death is nearly certain; hut these 
Mexicans are superb riders. A monk who is attached to the estab¬ 
lishment seems an ardent admirer of these sports, and his presence 
is useful, in case of a dangerous accident occurring, which is not un- 
fre<iuciTit. 

liio amusement W'as abruptly iutemipted by suddc'n darkness, 
and a, tremendous storm of rain and diunder, in the midst of w'hicli 
W'c mounted our horses and gaUoped home. 


TulanswgOy May, 

Another bull-fight last evening! It is Wk^ipulqm: one makes wry 
faces' at it at first, and then begins to like it. One thing w'c soon 
discovered; which was, that the bulls, if so inclined, could leap upon 
our platform, as they occasionally sprang over a w'all twice as high. 
There was a ]>art of the spectacle rather too horrible. The horse of 
fro’-ed. lus sidc torn up by the bull’s liorns, 



'Hi is Dooming ^ve set ofl for Tulansiiigo, in four carriaf!:ea.a&d.6ix, 
contaiiriiij' the w)i<^le faiilly, ounsclves, maids, and children, ptulre 
iind niivsrr}’ govt'rucRS; relays bein^j plawd aJl along tlic road, wldch 
we traversed at lull gallop. 

About thri*(>* in the afternoon, wc annved at Tulansiiigo, rather on 
important eity in its way, and wliich has l:K>eii tlu; tlieatie of many 
revolutionary events; with various streets and shi>pB, a handsome 
church, aleaidc’S, a prefect, &c. I'hcve apjwnr t(» he some tew srood 
houses and decent families, iwnl clean, small shocks, and there are 
pretty sliady walks in tlio environs; and though fchovc are also 
plenty of iiiiserahlc dwellings and dirty people, it is altogether rathor 
a civilized place. The hons(’ of-, which stands within a court¬ 

yard, and is house par extrUrner, is 'ery hamiStune. wHh little fur- 
iiitnie, hut with souk* rc.nin,‘ints of luxur>. The dining-hall is a 
noble rf>om, witli beautiful (Mdiicse jiajier, opening into a garden, 
which is the boast of the roimhlh*, and is indeed singularly })ri‘tty, 
and ke])t in heafitiful order, with gravel \valk.s and fine trees, clear 
tanks «.nd sjiarkling fountains, amt an extrfiord.inar\ profusion of the 
most beautiful dowers, roses I'spceiaJly. There is something (.‘X- 
tremely oriental in its app<*ara.nee, and the fountains aie onui- 
inentiMl wdth tMiina vases a.nd Chinese ligures of great value. Walk¬ 
ing along under arches formed by rost‘-hnslies, a small column of 
water spoutisl forth from ciK*h hush, sprinkling us all over witli its 
show'er. But the inadtiost thing in the garchui is a great tank of 
clear water, enclosed on three sides by a CJnnosc building, round 
v'hich r»nis a piiizza with stone ]»illars, shmied by a drapery of white 
curtains. Comtbrbtblx*, wcll-cusliioncd sofas arc arranged along the 
piazza, which opens into a large room, where one may ilri*ss alter 
h.ntliiug. It is tlu* pri‘t,tiest. .‘ind coolest re.tre.il possihk*, and entirely 
surrounded luv trees and rose.s. Here one may lie at noonday, with 
tlie sun and the world comjdetely shut out. They csill this an Kng- 
lish garden, than wliioli it rather resemhleK flic siinijner retreat of a 
sultan. 

When w'o arrived, we found dinner laid for forty j)<*j*sons, ami the 
table orminiented, by tho taste of the gaixh-iie.r, with pyramids of 
beautiful do\v<irs. 

T have now formed acquai®tance with many Mexicjui dishes: 
fvoU (meat stewed in rod chil\\ boiled nopal. rri(*d hananus, green 
rhilr, kv.. Then we invariably have/nyofe* (brown l)(‘an8 stevved), 
Ie.*i loitilhxfri; and this being in the conntty^/a////w« is tluj nnlvcrsal 
).ievevag<;. In Me.xico, tortillas and^uz/^we ar<‘ c;t>nNj(h:re«l unfaishion- 
jihle, tiiough both are still to he met with r>ccasionaIly iii some of 
the best old houses. They have here a most delicious species of 
crcum cUces(*, made h}' the Indians, and catim with virgin honey. 
I. ludievc tlierc is an intermixture of goat's milk in it: but th<^ 
Indian kunilics who make, it, and wlu» have been offered large Huro.s 
for tho recipe, find it more protitahk* to keep their secret. 

Every dinner has ^wW/^ro immediately follow'^ing the soup; con¬ 
sisting of boiled mutton, beef, hac*on, fowls, garbairzos (a white bean), 
snndl gourds, notatocs, boiled ]>earK, greens, aiul any oth<*r vegetables; 
a piei:e of each fiftb 0 !.i your ]>late at the same time, and ac<-om]»ariic*d 
by a. sauce* of herbs or tomatCK'S. 

—We have spent son\e days here very pleasantly; Tiding 
am«>ngst the hills in tlio ncrp-IdkfUTrluWl. vi/>whnr 



waterMH and climbing on foot or on hlirseback, wherev^if* foot or 
horso could penetrate. No habits to belworn in these parts, as I 
found from experience, after being caught upon a gigantic maguey, 
and my gown torn in two. It is certainly always the wisest plan to 
adopt the customs of the country one lives in. A dress either of 
stuif, such as merino, or of muslin, iis short as it is usually worn, a 
Ttibozo tied over one shoulder, and a large straw hat, is about the 
most convenient costume that can be adopted. The horses are 
small, but strong, spirited, and well-made; generally unshod, which, 
they say, makes the motion more agreeable; and almost all, at least 
all ladies’ horses, are taught thejoa^o, which I find tiresome for a 
continuance, though a good paao-horse will keep up with others that 
gallop, and for a longer time. 

The great amusement here in the evening is jdaying at jmgos de 
prendas, games with forfeits, which I recommend to all wlio wish to 
make a rapid improvement in the Spanish tongr.c. T^ast night, 
l»eiiig desired to naTUe a forteit for the padre, I cotidcmned him to 
dance the jarabe, of which he performed a few steps in his long gown 
and girdle, with equal awkwardness and good-nature. We met to¬ 
day the prettiest little ranch^ra, a farmer’s wife or daughter, riding in 
front of a mozo on the same horse, their usual mode, dressed in a 
short embroidered muslin petticoat, white satin shoes, a pearl neck¬ 
lace, and earrings, a rebozoy and a large round straw hat. 'Hie ladies 
sit their horses on a contrary side to our fashioip They have gen<?- 
rally adopted English saddles, but the farmers’ wives frequently sit 
in a sort of chair, which they find much more commodious. 

It appeal’s to me, that amongst the young girls here there is not 
that desire to enter upon the cares of matrimony which is to be 
observed in many other countries. The opprobrious epithet of “old 
niaitl” is unknown. A girl is not the less admired because she has 
been ten or a dozen years in society; the most severe remark made 
on her is that she is “hard to please.’^ No one calls \ivvpwss^y or 
looks out for a new fa(;e to admire. I have seen no courting of the 
young men cither in mothers or daiightci’s; no match-making 
mammas, or daughters looking out for their own interests. In fact, 
young people have so few opportunities of being together, that 
Mexican marriages must be made ip heaven, for 1 see no oppor¬ 
tunity of bringing them about upon earth. The }'oung men, when 
they do meet with young ladies in society, appear devoted to, and 
vr.ry much afraid of them. I know but one lady in Mexico who has 
the reputation of having manoeuvred all her daughters into great 
marriages; but she is so clever, and her daughters were such beauties, 
dhat it can have cost her no trouble. As for flirtation,♦the name is 
unknowfi, and the thing also. 

We went this evening to visit the Countess dc- ^ who has a 

house in the village. Found her in bed, feverish, and making use 
of simple remedies, such as herbs, the knowledge and use of whicli 
have descended from the ancient Indians to the present lords of the 
soil. The Spanish historians who have written upon the conquest 
*^of Mexico all mention the knowledge which the Mexican physicians 
had of herbs. It was supposed by these last, that every infirmity 
there was a remedy in the herbs of the field; and to apply them 
according to the nature of the malady was the chief science of those 
primitive professors of medicine. Much of what is now used in 
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European pharmacy is diii to the research of Mexican d<K‘tor6; stioh 
as samiparilla, jalap, fritlr's rhubarb, mechoacany &c.; also vaiions 
emetics, antidotes to poison, remedies against fever, and an infinite 
mimber of plants, minerals, gums, and simple medicines. As for 
th<‘ir infusions, decoctions, ointments, plasters, oils, &c. Cortes 
hiinsolf mentions the Avonderful number of these which he saw in 
the Mexicfin market for sale. From certain trees they distilled 
balsams, and drew a balsamic liquid both from a decoction of ihyt. 
branches and from the bark steeped in water. Bleeding and bathing 
Avere their other favourite remedies. I’he tJOuntiT?^ people l>r(}athc(i 
a vein with a magney-point, and Avhon they could not tiud leeches, 
suhstitnted the prickles of tin* An>erican hedgehog. 

Besides haCiing in the rivers, lalo s, lai-ks, und f<uiiit»Mns. tliey 
used a bath which is still to be seen in many Indian villages, anit 
Avliich they call the tmezcalli. It is ma<lc^ of iinl)akc<l bricks; its 
form is that of a baker’s oven, aboiit eight feet wide and six high; 
the pavement rather convex, and lower than the surface of the soil. 
A person can enter this bath only on his knees. ()pp<wte tlie entry 
is a stone or brick stove, its opeming towards the e.vtcrior of the batli, 
with a hole to let <)nt the smoke. Befort^ tin*, batli is pnqiared, the 
door inside is covered with a mat, on whicli are plaiic'd a jai of water, 
some herbs, and leaves of corn. U'be stove is tlien boated until the 
stones which nnito it with the hath be<‘<>in<' red-hot. 'VV'heii tin* 
bather enters, the en^ry is elose<l, and th<' only opening loft is a h»>l(i 
at the top of the Vault, Avhich, wli<-u the sriioke of the oven has 
passed through, is also «tftit. 'Fhey then pour water upoti tlio red- 
hot stones, from which a thick vapour aris^'s, wliieh fills ih(*. tamzralli 
‘rh(! bather then throws himself on the mat, ai)»i dvaAving down tluf 
steam with the herbs and maize, wets them in tlie h*pid Avater of. 
Ihcjar, and if lu^ lias an> pain, applies theni to tin; part alfccted. 
'riiis having proilnccd jicrspiration, the door is opi'iied, and tin* 
woll-hakcd patient comes out and dresses. For fevers, for hint colds, 
for the bite of a poisonous animal, this is Sfiid to he a certain cure; 
also for acute rheumatism. 

For the cure of wounds, the Spaniards found the Mexican nani'die.** 
most efficacious. Cortes himself was cured l>v one of their doetors 
of a severe Avound in the head, received at Otnmba, through whieii 
Ave lab*Iy passed. For fractures, for humours, for everything, tljey 
had their remedy; sometimes pulverizing the .seeds of plants, and 
attributing much of their efficacy to the superstitious ceremonies 
and prayers which they nseil AAffiile applying th<mi, espet ially those, 
whicli they ^ered up to Tzapotlatenan, the goddess of imtdicinc. 

A great dBil of tliis knoA\dedge is still preserved amongst their 
descendants, and considered efficacious. For ev<‘ry illness "there is 
an herb, for every accidtait a remedy. Baths are in constant use, 
although these tetnezealUs are confined to the Indians. In every 
family there is some knoAvledge of simple medicine, very Jlect^ssarv 
in haciendas especially, whe,re no physician can possibly be procured. 

. Whilst I write on these irrelevant matters, I am Avarned 
that the coacljgsarc at the door, and that we are about setting off 

for TcpenacascoTIknothcr hacienda of Sefior-'s, a few leagues 

from this. 
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Tepenacasco. 

Tbis is a fine wild scenes The house stands entirely alone; hot a 
tree near it. Great iiioantains rise behind it, and in every other 
direction, as far as the eye can reach, are vast plains, over which the 
wind comes whistling fresh and free, with nothing to impede its 
triumphant progress. In front of the house is a clear sheet of water, 
a great, deep, square basin for collecting the rain. These jagueys^ as 
they are called, are very coinmmi in Mexico, w’.cre tlure arc few 
rivers, and wliere the use of machines for raising water is by no 
means general a^ yet. There is no garden here, b.ib there arc a few 
shrubs and ffowem In the inner conrt-yard. Thf! house inside is 
handsome, with a chapel and ixputio, which is occasionally used as a 
plata de toros. The rooms are wcdl fitted up, and the bedroom w'alls 
are covered with a pretty French paper, representing scenes of Swiss 
rural life, 'fliere are great ont-houses, stables for the mules and 
horses, and stone barns for the wheat and barley, which, together 
with pvlque.^ form the produce of this liacienda. 

Wc took a long ride this morning to visit a fine lake where there 
are plenty of wihl-ducks and turtle. The gentlemen took their guns 
and had tolerahhi sport. The lake is vc^' deep, so that boats have 
sailed on it, and several miles in circmnlerence, with a rivulet flowing 
from it. Yet, wdth all this watm*, the surrounding land, not more 
than twenty feet higher, is dry and sterile, and the lake is turned to 
no account, either from want of means or of hydraulic! knowledge. 

However, 0-n having made some observation on this subject, the 

proprietor of tlui lake and of a ruined house standing near, winch is 
the very picture of loneliness and de.solation, remarked in reply, that 
from this estate to Mexico the distance is thirty-rix leagues; that a 
load of w'hoat costs one rcial a league, and moreover the the 

duty which luis to be paid at the gates of Mexico, so that it W’cmld 
bring no profit if sent there; while in the surremnding district there 
is not sutfident population to consume the produce. Thus these 
unnecessary and hurdenfiome taxes, the thiniiess of 4he population, 
and the want of proper means of transport, impede the prosperity of 
the peo])lc and ciieck the progress of agriculture. . . . 

I hacl a boatitiful horse, but half hrcfitcii, and which took fright 
and ran off with me. T got great credit for keeping mjseat so well, 
which t must confess was more through gcxxl fortune tlian skill The 
clay was ilelightful, the air exhilarating, and the blue sky perfectly 
cloudless as we galloped over the plains; but at length the wdnd rose 
so high that wo dismounted and got into the carriage. We sat by 
the shores of the lake, and walked along its ])ebhly margin, watching 
the wild ducjks as they skimmed over Hs grassy surface, and returnecl 
home in a maguificcint sunset; the glorious god himsplf a blood-red 
globe, siuTou ruled by blazing clouds of gold and crimson. 

17til.—After mass in the chapel w-c left Tcpcnacasco about sevcm 
o’clo(!k, and travelled (I helicve by a short-cut) over rocks and walls, 
torrents and liekls of luagiie}', all in a heavy carriage witli six horses. 
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Arriving jn siglit of walls, 4lie nvozo^ gallop on anti tear them down. 
Over the mountain torreilta or barrancas they dash boldly, encou¬ 
raging the horses by tlie wildest shrieks. 

We stopped at San Miguel, a coiiniry-housi^ belonging to tlit^ 
Count do llegla, the former proprietor of the mines which we were 
about to visit; the most pieturostpio and lovely place imaginable, but 
entirely abandonedhouse comfoi’tless and out of repair. Wo 
wandered through paths cut in the beautiful woods, and by the side 
of a rivulet that seems to fertilize everything thrO\igh whicJi it winds. 
We climbed the hills, and made our way through the tangled luxu¬ 
riance of trees and flowers; and in the midst of Inmdreds of gaudy 
blossoms, I neglected them all upon coming to a grassy slope covered 
>vitli daisies and buttercups. We oven Ibund some hawtliom-bushes. 
It might be jmglish scenery, wore* it not that Uiere is a richness in 
the vegetation luiknown in England. But all these beautiful soli¬ 
tudes are abandoned to the deer tliat w^ander fewlessly amongst the 
woods, and the birds that sing in their brtuiehes. While wo were 
still far from the house, a thunder-storm eaino on. When it rains 
here the windows of heaven seem opeiie<l, and the clouds p<jnr down 
water in floods; the lightning also appears to me peculiarly vivhl, 
and many more accidents occur from it here than in the north. Wo 
Avere dreneiiod in flve minutes, and in this jilight resiunctl <.)ur seats 
in the carriage, and set off for tluasco (a village wlua’e w<5 were to 
pass the night) in the midst of tlui pelting storm. In an hour or two 
the horses were wading up to their knees in water, and we arrived at 
the pretty village of Giuiseo in a most comfortless condition. There 
arc no inns in these parts, but wo w'ere liospitably reetjived by a 
widoAv lafly, a friend ol“-'s. 

The Seffora de-, in <'lear muslin and lace, with satin shoes, was 

worse off than I in monsseline-de-hiino and brodeipiins; neverthe¬ 
less, I mean to adopt the fasliion of the country to-morrow, Avhen we 
are to rise at four to go on to Keal riel Monte; and try the i?ircct of 
ttaveiling with clear gown, satin pi^tticoat, and shoos ditto; because, 
“ Avhen one is in liomc,” &c. The storm continues Avith such una¬ 
bated violence, that we must content ourselves with contemplating 
the Avateiy landscape from the AvindoAvs. 


Tfipenactuteo, 

Bose, in Guasco at four o’clock, dressed by candle-light, took cho- 
colah;, and set off for Ileal del Monte. Afk^r wo hud travelled a Prav 
leagues, tolerably cold, Ave rejoiced Avhen the sun rose, and, dispelling 
the mist, thftew his cheerful light over mountain and wtK)d. Th(‘ 
trees looked green and refreshed after their last night’s bath; tlui 
very rocks Avere sparkling Avith silver. The morning Avas perftjctly 
brilliant, and every leaf and tloAver was glittering Avith the rain-drt)i)S 
not yet dried. The carriage ascended slowly tlie road cut through 
the mountains by the English company; affine and useful enteiprise, 
the first broad and smooth road I have seen as yet in the re])ublic. 
Until it was |nade, hiuidTcds of mules daily conveyed th<! oia^ from 
the mines ovef^ffdangeroiis mountain path to the hacienda of llegla, 
a distance of six or seven leagues. We oAx^rtook Avaggoiis eonvcA ing 
timber to the mines of Beal, nine thousand feet above the level of 
the sea. 



The scenery was magnificent: on onj side mountains covered 
witli oak and pine, and cari>cted by the t#rightcst-colonre<f flowers; 
goats climbing up the perpendicular rocks, and looking down upon 
us from their vantage-ground; fresh clear rivulets, flinging them¬ 
selves from rock to rock, and here and there little Indian huts 
licrchcd amongst the cliffe; on the other, the deep valley with its 
bending forests and gushing river; wliUe far above we <*aught a 
glimpse of Real itself, with its sloping roofs and large chuirch, standing 
in the very midst of forests and mountains. We began to see people 
with fair liair and blue eyes; and one individual, with a shock of 
fier)r red hair and an undeniable Scotch twang, 1 felt the greatest 
inclination to claim as a countryman. The Indians here looked 
cleaner than those in or near Mexico, and were not more than half 
naked. The whole country here, os well as the mines, formerly be¬ 
longed to the Count de Kcgla, who was so wealthy that w'hon his son, 
the present count, was christened, the whole party w’ulked from his 
hoiLsc to the church upon ingots of silver. The rCOiuntcKS, having 
quarrelled with the vice-queen^ sent her, in token of reconciliation, 
a whitci satin slipper entirely covered w'ith large diamonds. The 
count invited the King of Spain to visit his Mexican territories, as- 
^;uving him that the hoofs of his majesty’s horse should toucli nothing 
but solid silver from Vera Cruz to the capital. This might be a bra¬ 
vado; but a more certain proof of his wealth exists in the fact, that 
he caused two ships of the line, of the largest size, to he constructed 
in Havana at liis expense, made of mahogany and cedar, and pre¬ 
sented them to tlie king. The present count was, as I have already 
told you, married to the beautiful daughter of the Gilcra llo<lrigucz. 

We arrived at Ileal del Monte about nine o'clock, and drove to 
the dircetor’s house, which is extremely pretty, commanding a most 
beautiful and extensive view, and where we foiiiid a large fire 
burning in the grate; very agreeable, as the morning was still some- 
wliat chill, and which had a look of home and comfort that in.adc it 
still more acceptable. We wore received with the greatest cordiality 
by the director, Mr. Rule, and his lady, and invited to partake of the 
most delicious breakfast that I had seen for a longwliile; a happy 
mtlniujc of English and Mexican. The snow-white table-cloth, 
smoking tea-urn, hot rolls, fresh eggs, coffc^e, tc.'i, and toast, looke(l 
very much d tAnglaise^ while there were numbers of substantial 
dis^l(^s d VEspagnoU^ and <lelicious fresh cream cheeses, to all which 
our ]iarty did ample justice. 

Alter breakfast we went out to visit the mines; and it was curious 
to sec English children, clean and pretty, with their white hair and 
rosy cheeks, and neat straw bonnets, mingled with the little copper- 
coloured Jiidians. We visited all the different works; the apparatus, 
fot sawing, the turning-lathe, foundry', &c.; but 1 regretted to find 
tliat W(? could not descend into the mines. We went to the month 
of tlui sliaft called th(; Dolores, which has a nan-ow opening, and is 
entered by perxwmdicular ladders. The men go down with conical 
(•aps on their heeds, in which is stuck a lighted tallow candle. In 
the great shaft, called Terreros, they descend, by means of these 
ladders, to the depth of a thousand feet, there bocii’^'^platfomis at 
certain distances, on which they can rest. We were obliged to con¬ 
tent ourseives with seeing them go down, and with viewing and ad¬ 
miring all the great works which English energy has established 
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hcro^thc various stcaii-cngiiics; tlie buildings for tlie si’paration and 
waslnng of tlu; ore; great stores, workshops, olHies, &c. Nearly 

all the workmen are British, and of these the Scotch arc; preferred. 
Most of the miners are Indians, who work in companies, and receive- 
in jwiyment the eighth part of the proceeds. The director gave iis> 
some; specimens of silver from the great heaps where they lie, spark¬ 
ling like, genii's treasure.. 

Although 1 have not descended into those mines. I might give you 
a description of them hy what I have heard, and lill my paper \Nitii 
arithmetical iignrcs, by which you might judge of the former and 
the present produce. I might tell you how Don Lucas Alanuin weiit- 
to England, and raised, as if hy magic, the enthusiasm oi the Eng¬ 
lish; how one fortune after aiiotlior has been swallowed up In the- 
dark, deep gulf of speculation; how expectations havf‘ i»een disjip- 
pointed; and how the great cause of this is thfi scarcity of quick¬ 
silver, which has been bought at the rate of one hundred and fifty 
dollars per quintal in real cash, when the same quantity was given 
at credit by the Spanish government for lifty dollars: how heaps of 
silver lie abandoned, because the expense of obtaining quicksilver 
renders it wholly unprolitablc to extract it; and 1 might re]Kuit the 
opinion of' those persons hy whom I have heard the subject dis¬ 
cussed, who express their astonishment that, such being the case, au' 
arrangement is not made with the country which is tlie almost ex¬ 
clusive possessorjof the quicksilver mines, by which it might he pro¬ 
cured at a loAver rate, and this great source of wealth not thrown- 
away. But for all these matters 1 n-fer you to Ifuinholdt and Ward, 
hy whom tlujy are seientiheally treated, and will not trouble you 
with sniMwficial roimirks on so important n subject. In fact, T must 
confess that riiy attention was fn^quently attracted from the miiu's, 
Jind tin' engines, and the works of man, and the discussions arising 
therefrom, to the stupendous natural scenery hy which Ave AVtjre sur¬ 
rounded; the unexplored forests that clothe the mountains to their 
very summits, the torrents that leaped and sparkled in the sunsbine, 
the deep ravines, the many-tinted foliage*, the bold and jutting rocks. 
All combine to ineri'ase our admiration nf tlio bounties of Nature to 
this fa\xuired land, to Avhich she has given “cA'ery herb bearing seed, 
and ev(ey tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for fooil, ’ Avhile 
her veins are rich Avith precious metals; the useful and the beautiful 
oll'ered Avith unspaiing hand. 

Wo. were obliged to leave Real about tAvo o’clock, having a long 
iourney to peiform before night, as Avehad the iiiti-ntion of returning 
to sleep at Tepenacasco. Wo took leave of our hospitable, enter¬ 
tainers, and again resumed our journey over these, line roads, many 
parts of Avhieh arc blasted from the groat rocks of porpltyry; and as 
Ave l(K)ked hack at the pieturcsipie colony glistening in tin* sun, could 
liavdl}' believe the prophecies of onr more experienced drivel's, that 
a storm Avas brewing in the sky, A\diich Avould hurst forth before 
evening. We Avere determined not to believe it, as it was impossible 
to pass hy the famous hacienda and ravine of Regia without paying 
tliem at l^ast a short visit. 

'riiis stuilWrdpus Avork of the Mexican miners in foriiK-r days is 
some leagues to the south of Real del Monte, and is said to have cost 
many millions of dollars. One should view it as avc di«i, in a thunder¬ 
storm; for it has an air of vastness and desolation, and at the saine- 



time of grandeur, that shows well amidst a| war of the elements. 
Down in a ste||> barranea, encircled by basaltic cli£^ it lies; a 
mighty {die of building, which seems as if it might have been. con< 
structed by some philosophical giant or necromancer: so that one is 
not prepared to find there an Kuglish director and his wife, and the 
unpoetic comforts of roast mutton and potatoes! 

All is on a gigantic scale: the immense vaulted storehouses for the 
silver ore; the great smelting-furnaces and covered buildings, where 
we saw the process of amalgamation going on; the water-wheels: in 
shoirt, all the necessary machinery for the smelting and amalgamation 
of the metal. We walked to see tiie great cascade, with its rows of 
basaltic columns, and found a seat on a piece of broken pillar beside 
the rushing river, where he had a fine view of the lofty cliffs, covered 
with the wildest and most luxuriant vegetation: vintjs ^railing them¬ 
selves over every broken shaft; moss creeping over the huges dis¬ 
jointed masses of rock; and trees overhanging the precipitous ravine. 
Tlie columns look as if they might have been the w'ork'of tliose who, 
on the plains of Shinar, began to build the city and tlie tower whose 
top was to reach to heaven. 

But, as we sat here, the sky suddenly became overcast; great black 
masses of cloud collected over our heads, and the rumbling of thun¬ 
der in the distance gave notiice of an approaching storm. We had 
scarcely time to get under shelter of the director’s roerf, when the 
thunder began to echo iouclly amongst the rocks, and was speedily 
followed by torrents of rain. It was a superb storm: the lightning 
fiashed among the trees, the wind howled furiously, while 

Far along 

From peak to pe:^ the rattling crags among, 

Leapt the live thunder.** 

After resting and dining amidst a running accompaniment of plasli- 
ing rain, roaring wind, and deep-toned thunder, wo found that it 
was in vain to wait for a favourable change in the weather; and 
certainly, with less experienced drivers, it would have been anything 
but safe to have set off amidst the darkness of the storm, down pre¬ 
cipitous descents and over torrents swelled by tfie rain. The Count 
de Eegla, who, attracted by the plentiful supply of water in this ra¬ 
vine, conceived the idea of employing part of his enormous fortune 
in the construction of these colossal works, must have had an imagi¬ 
nation on a largo scale. The English directors, whose wives huiy 
themselves in such abysses, ought to teel mo^e grateful to thorn than 
any other husbands towards their sacrificing better-halves. For the 
men, occupied all day amongst their workmen and machinery, and 
returning late in the evening to dine and sleep, there is no great 
self-imm(^ition; but a poor wonmn, living all alone, in a house 
fenced in by gigantic rocks, with no other sound in her cars from 
morning till night but the roar of thunder or the clang of machi¬ 
nery, had need, for her personal comfort, to have either a most 
romantic iniagiiiation, so tluit she may console herself ^rith feeling 
like an oiichaiited princess in a giant’s castle, or a nlbusf common¬ 
place spirit, so that she may darn stockings to the sound of the water¬ 
fall, and feel no other inconvenience from the storn^but that her 
husband will rc<iuire dry linen when he comes home.* 
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Asufor US, we were llrcnched before reachiag the carriage, iiito 
which the water was pouring; and when we set ofif oy^ce more amidst 
the rapidly-increasing darkness, and oyer thos<^ precipitous roads, we 
thought that our chance of reaching the proposed haven that night 
was very small. After much toil to the horses, w’e got out of the 
ravines, and found oui’sclvcs once more on tlio great plains, where 
the tired animals ploughed their way over fields, and ditches, and 
great stones, and among iret^s and taiigkd bushes; an occasional flash 
of lightning our only guide. Great was our joy when, alM>ut eleven 
o’clock, a man riding on in advance shouted out tliat tlic lights of 
Tepenacasco were in sight; and still more complete our satisiactiou 
when wo drove round the tank into the court-yard of the luicienda. 
We were received with great applaus'* hj' thit inmates, and were not 
.sorry to rest after a very fatiguing yet agreeable day. 


Mexico^ 2\iit May. 

We left Tepenacasco the day before yt'stord.iy. Our journey was 
very dangerous, in conseipierK e of the .i;rcai rains, which liad swelled 
the torrents; es|K;cially ms >\e set off late, and most of it was per¬ 
formed by night. In thesw; barrancas, eiuriagcs and liorseiueii have 
been fruij[ueiitJy swept away and dasluMl in pieces over tlie precipices. 
But, to make our situation more disagreeabJe, we had scarcely set off 
before a terrible storm of thunder and rain again came on, with morl^ 
violence tliaii tlio night preceding. li- grew perfectly dark, and wc 
lish'iied with some, alarm to the roaring torrents, over which, espe¬ 
cially over one, not many leagues from Sopayuca, where we were to 
spend the night, it was ciitremely doubil'nl whether w(j could pass. 
The carriage was full of w^ater, but we were tot) much alarmed to be 
imea>iy about trifles. Aiiiidsi lln^ how ling of the wiinl and the peal¬ 
ing of thunder, no (Uie could lu‘ar th(‘ other s]H;id\. Suddenly, by a 
vivid flash of lightning, tlie dreaded barranca appe.ajctl in sight for 
a moment, and almost bd'ore the drivers could stop them, the horses 
had plimgcd in. 

It was a moment of mortal fear siicli as 1 sliall Jiever forget. The 
shrieks of the drivers to encourage the htascs, the loud eries of “Avo 
Maria!” the imcertainty as to whethcj our heavy carriage could be 
dragged across, the Jiorscs struggling and spUisbing in the boiling 
torrent, and the horrible fate tliat awaited us should one of them fall 

or falter! . . . The Sefiora-and I shut our eyes and held ea< h 

other’s hands, and certainly no one breatherl till wo were safe on the 
other side. We were then told that wo had cimsed within a few feet 
of a precipice over wliich a eoacli had been dashed into lifty pieces 
during one of thtisc swells, jxnd of course every one killtd; and that 
if, instead of horses, we had tiavtjllcd with mules, w'c must have b('en 
lost. Vou may imagine that wc were not sony to reach So.}>iiyuca, 
where the people ran out to the door at the sound of carriage-wheels, 
and could not believe that we had passed the barranca that night, as 
tw'(» or three hoi’semen who had ridden in that dirtictiou had turned 
back, aiid pronounced it impassable. 

Lights alSfCi supper were soon procured; and by way of interlude, a 
monstrous bull, of great fame in these parts, w'as led up to the suppor¬ 
table for oiu iiwpcction, with a rope through his nose; a fierce brute, 
hut familiarly^allod “iZi Chato** (the Flatnosc), from the shortness of 
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his homs. The lightning continued very vivfl, and they told irs that 
a woman had been stnick there some time before, while in the chapel 
by night. 

Wc rose at four o’clock the next morning and set off for Mexico. 
The morning, as usual after these storms, was peculiarly fresh and 
beautiful; but the sun soon grew opj)ressivc on the great plains. 
About two o’clock wc entered Mexico by the Guadalui)e gate. We 
found our house in statu quo; agreeable letters from Europe; great 
preparations making for the English ball, to assist at which we have 
returned sooner than wc otherwise should, and for whicli iny/m?w(?- 
de-chamhre has just completed a dress for me, vciy much to her own 
satisfaction. 


LETTER XVIII. 


tlM Ma?/, 

The English ball at the Mincria has i)asscd off with great klat. No¬ 
thing could be more splendid than the general effect of this iKfble 
building, brilliantly illuminated and filled wdth a well-dressed crowd. 
The president and eo77W diphinatiqne were in full uniform, iind the 
display of diamonds was extraordijiary. We ladi(?s tin* vmjfH diph- 
matique tried to flatter ourselves that wc made up in elcganc(‘ wtuit 
we wanted in magnificiincc; for in jewels no foreign ladies could 
atteini)t to compete wdth those of tlu* eountiy. ’flic d.'iugidrr <if 

C’ountcss -, just arrived from Paris, and whose acquaintance f 

made for the first time, wore pale blue, with garlands of ])a!(‘ pink 
roses, and a purnrp of the most snperh hrilliants. Th<! S(‘fioia 

A-'s head reminded mo of that, of the Marchioness of London- 

<leriy in her opera-box. ’I’he Marqiiesii de Vivanco laid a ririin of 
hrilliants of extraordinary size; and heaiit 3 ', ajul ])eifi‘ctly well set. 

Madame S-r Avorc a A'ery rich blonde dress, yarvie with i)lumes of 

ostrich fcathem, a large diamond fastening each phure. One lady 
wore a diadem Avhieh-said could not he Avorlh les; than :i hun¬ 

dred thousand dollars. Diamonds ari^ always worn plain or Aviih 
pearls; coloured stones are considered trash, which is a i)it}', as I 
think nihies and emeralds set in diamonds Avould give more vari(‘ty 
and sidendour to their jewels. There Avas a profusion of large 
pearls, generally of a pear shape. The finest and roundest Avon* 

those worn hy the Senora R-a. There AV'.re many hlonde dressc's, 

a great fashion here. I knoAv no lady without one. Amongst the 

prettiest ancF most tastofully-drosscd girls AA^erc the E-s, as usual. 

Many dresst^s aa'cu'g overloaded, a common fault in Mexico; and many 
of the dresses, though rich, were old-fashioned, hut the coup^d'ailf 
Avas not the hiSS brilliant; and it was somewhat astonishing, in such 
a multitude, not to see a single objectionable person. To he sure,, 
the company wore all in Ad ted. 

On entering the noble court, A\diich was hrilliantly Uluminated 
with coloured lamps hung from pillar to pillar, and pawing up the 

great staircase, Ave were met at the first landing by Mr. P--, in full 

uniform,,and otlier Englisli gentlemen, the directors qf the hall, whex 
stood there to receive the ladies. His excellency led me up-stairs to 
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tho of till* l)all-rooi|, where cluiii-s were placed for the president, 
hwlies of the cabinet iiiinisterK, &c. The music was ox- 

ocllciit, and daiicinj? was already in full force. And thongli there 
were asscuriblj d what is called all Mexico^ the rooms are so larfro that 
the ciowii was not disagreeable nor tins heat oppressive. Tietures of 
(.iueeti Victoria wove hung in the ditfereut large halls. 'I'he supper- 
tal le.-n vv(‘ve v('ry liaiidsome; and in fact the ball altogether was 
v',*.’r|jv* of its object; for Alessicurs l(?s Angbi% tilways do these things 
iv ‘ll mIu'Ji they attempt them. 

■* iie pn'sideiit took me to supper. The company walked in to the 
?uusic of (iod -I'.-e the Queen.” After \n e had sat a little while, the 
president demamled sileuee, and in a short speech proposed tin; 
’.fudtli *)!' I.er majesty Q’U on \'i('t'uiji. eltieb vvas drunk by all the 
• nupan.N ‘"'..Hiding. .\rt( v siipin-r, we eeiiiinucjl dancing till nearly 
>i\ in tlj<' iii.iniing; ami when we got into the carriage it was hroad 
d.'atiglit, and ail the liells wi'ie vijiging for mass! 

Tiiirt is ibe»b*.st l>all \v<‘ liave seen lieiv, witliout any eX(.‘eption. 
In’ Is Kidd t(» have cost elexen tliousand ^b.jllars. 'riicre xverc ccr- 
I’l'j.f. go'at nuail'crs of |n<*tlv faces at lids feti‘, many pretty girls 
e c- ii;i,d not soeii before, and wliojii tiie Knglisli seoretarios bad 
f -Mir.'v-,i to >// 'lit. kiiu* I yes aiv a iiujre <1nig —ev(‘ry one has 
:i!, i:M « . daiiv, full orbs, witli iong silken laslies. As for dia- 
. 'n i . . . ,, 'in above the ni.nk of a hpfro imiiries in this couiitry 
: i.i |iies«jding his biide with at least a 'pair of diamond earrings, 
p ail nceklaec with a diamond clasp Tliey an* not always a 
P ' •: Nveidsh, thongh they eonstituOi it in theniselv<'S. Their 

.evi.e!' iii.iv lie IV poor in orhi'r nspi'cis. 'J lu^y are <‘onsidered a 
/■et \ '<\ ine; quite as mueJi so as sl(oe.>. and stockings. 

;'!i..' :'ii, -On Uu* Joth of April, tlie ])'*iit.ilieal btdls arrived tVom 
•I' •'u ■ ruling the t.ih efion o'’ tlie Men« r I’osada to the arehiepis- 
.. »j).il dignity; and on (Sunday last, the 8Ut of JMay, tlie eoiist^cration 
(dace ill the eatliedral with the gr«-.(,te.si ])onip. Hut the con-- 
nioiiy, tliougli long, v'as v. v\ super!), tlte music hue, the <iiiaiiiity of 
jewels oil the dri-SN-s o! the shops and priests, and on the holy ves- 
.sels. vve. enoriie'ii..;, 'I'he hislaqis were arrayed in white velvet and 
gold, and their mi.rts were litt*rally covered with diamonds. The 
gold eaiulleslieks, and golden liasins for li(;l> water, and golden in- 
cen.Mnies, reminded 'ue of the <l(‘scriptiou of the onianients of the 
Jewish tahcrnaole in the days of Moses; of the ‘‘candlesticks of pure 
gold, with golden branches; ' and “the tongs and sinUf-dislu'S of pure 
gold;” or of the temple of Solomon, whtue the altar was of gold, and 
the table of gold, and the candlesticks, and the suiitfcrs/and the 
basins, tmd the spoons, ami the censors were of pure gold. 

"Wlien everything was over, our carriage imt being visible amongst 

the crowd of vehicles, I returned home in that of the-minister, 

with him and Ins aliacMi; after which, they and IJ-n ndiirjied to 

dine with the new archhishoj) in Ids pahi<*e. A dish of sweetmeats 
was sent me from his table, which are so pretty (probably the chef- 
(Virucrc of the nuns) that 1 send tliem to you, to preserve as a me¬ 
morial of the consecration of the first Mexican archbishop—perhaps 
of the last* 
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LETTER XIX. 


iird June, 

You ask m(‘ to tt‘ll you how I find the Mexican Ri?rvants. Hitherto 
I had avoided tl)e iinj^mttdiil theme, from v{?ry weariness of it. The 
badness of the servants is an unfailing source of complaint even 
amongst Mexicans; much more so amongst foreigners, espfjcially on 
th<‘ir first arrival. We hear of their addicition to stealing, their lazi¬ 
ness, drunkenness, dirtiness, with a host of other vi ‘cs, 'fliat thes(; 
complaints are frequently just, there Ccan he n») doubt, hut the evil 
might he remedied to a great extent. In the first pla<‘^, servants are 
constantly taken without being required to bring »i. rec\ niinendation 
from their last ]>laeo; and in the next, recommendations an; con¬ 
stantly given, whether from indolence or iiiistaken kindness, to 
servants who do not deserve them. A.servant who has lived in a 
dozen different houst;s, staying about a month in each, is not thought 
the worse of on that account. As the love of finery is inliereiit in 
them all, even more so than in other daughh'rs of Eve, a girl will go 
to service merely to earn sufficient to buy lierselj; an embroidered 
chemise; and if, in addition to this, she can pick u]) a pair of small 
old satin shoes, she will tell you she is tired of working, and going 
home to rest {^'‘para dexcansar”). So little is necessary, when one can 
contentedly live on tortillas and c//?Ve, sleep on a luai, and dress in 
i-ags! 

. A decent old woman, who caitw; to the house to wash shortly after 
our arrival in this country, left us at the end of the month, para 
descansar” Soon after, she used to conn* with her six children, they 
and herself all in rags, and heg the gardener to give her any odds 
and ends of vegetables he could spare. My maid asked her why, 
being so poor, she had left a good place, where she got twelve dol¬ 
lars a month. “JesusI” said she, “if j^ou only knew the pleasure of 
doing nothing!'' 

1 wished to bring up a little girl as a servant, having her taught to 
read, sew, &c. A child of twelve years old, one of a large family, 
who subsisted upon charity, was procured for me; and i promised 
her mother that she shoiild he taught to read, taken regularly to 
church, and instructed in all kinds of wf'rk. She was rather pretty, 
and very intelligent, though extremely indolent; and, though she 
had no stck-kings, would consent to wear nothing but dirty white 
satin sho€;R, too short for her foot. Once a-week, her mother, a tall, 
slatternly woman, Avitli long tangled hair, and a cigar in her mouth, 
used to come to visit her, accompanied by a friend, a friend’s friend, 
and a train of girls, her daughters. The housekeeper would give 
them some dinner, after wdjich they would all light their cigars, and, 
together with tlie little Josefita, sit, and howl, and hemoaii them- 
stdves, crying and lamenting her sad fate in being obliged to go out 
to service. After these visits, Josefita was fit for nothing. K desired 
to w;w, she -would sit looking so miserable, and doing so little, that it 
seemed better to allow her to leave her work alone. Then, tolerably 
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f.ontf^ited, she would 4t on a mat, doing nothing, her hands folded 
and lu'T eyes fixed on vacancy. 

According to promise, I took her several times to sot* her mother; 
hut one day, heing cxioupied, I sent h<*r alone in the carriage, with 
charge to the s(‘n’-ants to bring her safely back. In the* civeuing she 
retuj-nod, at;eompanied by her whole familv, all crying and howling: 
“ For ,th(i lovii of the Most Holy Virgin, senora niia! J*or la imrisima 
(Conception!” &c. &c. 1 asked what had nappc‘ncd, and after much 

difliculty discovered that thfir honor was oc<;asioned by iny having 

sent h<‘r alon<^ in the carriage. It hai^jxnuMi that the Countess S- 

was in tlui drawing-room, and to her 1 ndated the cause of the up¬ 
roar. To my astonishment, she assured me that the woman was in 
this instance right, and that it was veyv dinigorons to send a girl of 
tAvcdvc! yoiirs old from one; street to another, in tlie pow<M* of the 
coachman tuid footman. Finding frcmi such good authority that 
this was the case*, 1 begged the woman to be contented with seeing 
lii‘r <laughteF once a month, when, if sla* could not come hei-self, 1 
should senrl her under pi’oper protection. She agrei'd ; Imt one day, 
having given Josefita penuission to spend thrj night at her mother’s, 
1 r<‘ceived next morning a, vev> dirty note, nearly illegible, which, 
alter cslling down the protection of tlie Virgin upon me, concluded 
—“ Ihit witli much sorrow I must tak<‘ my child from the most illus¬ 
trious protection of your cxc(;llcne>', lor she needs to rest hemelf (es 
pnclxo qm and is tired for tlui preisiait of working.” Tlie 

woman then returned to beg, Avhich she considered inlinitely less 
degrading. 

Against this nearly i^iversal indol* nee ami indifforeneo to earning 
money the heads cf families have to contend, as also against thieving 
and dirtiness: yet 7 think the remedy niiu h easier than it appears. 
If, on the one h.and, no one were to receive servants into the house 
without respectable ref(*remx*s, especially from their Inst place, and if 
their having n'maiiied one year in the same house werti considered 
jje<.*cssaiy to their heing received into another, unless from some 
]u;eiiliar circumstances; and if, on the other hand, it were considered 
unjust and dangerous, as it really is, tM recommend a servant who 
lias been guilty of stealing as being “ honrado" (very homst), 
some improvement might soon take plac**. 

A porter was recommended to us as ‘‘ wvy honrado;' not from his 
last place, hut fi’oni one before it. He was a well-dres.sed, sad-looking 
imUvi<lual; and at the same time avc took his wife as washerwoman, 
and his hrotluT as valet to our aHache, thus having the whole family 
under our roof; wisely taking it for granted that, he heing rwom- 
mended as particularly honest, his relations were “ all honourable 
men.” An English lady happened to call on me, andti short time 
after 1 went to return her visit, when she, infomnxl mo that the 
pevsrjn who had opened the door for her wiis a notorious thief, whom 
the police had long been in search of: that she had feared s«uiding 
a servant to warn us of our danger, lest, guessing the purport of 
her message, he might rob the housii before leaving it. We said 
nothing Jo the man that evening, but he looked yialer ami rhore 
miM'vable rtiUn usual, yirobably foreseeing what would he the result 

of Mrs.-'s visit. The next morning C-n sent for him and 

dismis.sed 1dm, giving him a month’s >vages, that he might not be 
lemj)tod to steal from immediate want. His face grew perfectly 



LIFE IN MEXICO. 


W 

livid, l)iit he made no remark. In half-an-hoiir he returned anti 

bogged to speak with C-n. He confessed that the crime of 

which he concluded he was accused he had in fact committed; that 
he had been tempted to a gambling-liouse, while he had in his 
pocket a large sum of money belonging to his master. After losing 
ilia own money, he tried his fortune with what was not his own; lost 
the whole sum", then pawned a valuable shawl w^orth several hundred 
dollars, witJi which Ikj also had been entrusted; and having lost 
everything in despair, made his escape from Mexico. He riunaijied 
in concealment for some time, till, hearing that we wanted a porter, 
he ventured to present himself to the housekeeper with his former 
^certificate. He declared himself thoroughly repentant; that this 
was his first, and would be his last crime: hut wlio can trust the 
good resolutions of a gambler ? We were obliged t(- send him away, 
^especially as tlie other seiTants already had some suspicions c'oikmu’h- 
ing him; and everything stolen in the house w'ould hi future have 
been attributed to him. The gentleman who had ivcommended 
.him aftcrw'ards confessed that lie always had strong suspicions of 
.this man’s honesty, and knew him to be so determined a gambler 
that he had pawned all he possessed, even his wife’s clothes, to ob¬ 
tain montiy for that purpose. Now, as a porter in Mexico has pretty 
much nt his disposal the property, and even the lives, of the whole 
•family, it is certainly most blanieahlc to recommend to that situation 
a man whose honesty is more than doubtful. Wg aftemards pro- 
•cured two soldiers from the InvalidoSj old Spaniards, to act in that 
capacity, who had no other fmbkm hut that of being constantly 
^•drunk. We at length found two others, \#io only got tipsy alter¬ 
nately, so that we considered ourselves very well off. 

We had a long scries of galopinm (kitchen-maids), and the only 
one who brought a first-rate character with her robbed the house¬ 
keeper. The money, however, was recovered, and was found to 
iliave been placed by the girl in tlie hands of a rich and apparently 
respectohlc coach-maker. He rcfimdt^d it to the rightful owner, and 
the galopim was punished by a month’s imprisonment, which he 
.should have shared with her. One of the most dlsagrceahle customs 
of the womcn-servants is that of wearing their long hair hanging 
down nt its full length, matted, uncombed, and always in the; way. 
I cannot imagine how the Mexican ladies, who complain of this, per¬ 
mit it. Flowing hair sounds very pieturcsipie; hut when it is very 
dirty, and suspended over the soup, it is not a pr<;tty picture. 

The rebozOf in itself graceful and convenient, has the disadvantage 
of being the greatest cloak for all untidiness, uncombed hair, and 
raggedness, that ever was invented. Even in the better classes, it 
occasions much indolence in the toilet, but in the common people its 
effect is overwhelming. When the rebozo drops off, or is displaced by 
chance, we see what they would be without it. As for the scrape^ it 
is both ■convenient and graceful, especially on horseback; hut though 
Indian in its origin, the custom of covering the lower part of the 
iaoe with it is taken from the Spanish cloak; and the opportunity 
which both scrape and rebozo afford for concealing large knives about 
the person, as also for enveloping both face and figure - so as to be 
tscarcely recognisable, is no doubt the cause of the many murders 
which take place amongst the lower orders, in moments of excitement. 
And drunkenness. If they had not these knives at hand, their rag^. 
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would probably cool, or a fair Tij^lit would finish the matter; and if 
they eould ij<>t wear these knives concealed,! presume they would 
bo pr<»hibited from carrying; them. 

As for takinjj: a woman-cook in Mexico one must have strong; 
nerves and :i j^<.)od a])potite to eat what she dresses, Ijowever i)alatable, 
after havin,!:!; seen her. One UM)k al her llowinu; Itn-k}-, one glance at 
her rvhozo. et Jini. And y(;t the MexieaJi stu’vanU have their 
good qualities, ami are a ihousand times preferable to the foreign 
s(*rvants on<‘ finds in Mexii*o; especially to the Fn'iieh. lh'in; ing 
them with you is a dangerous experiment. In ten <!a}S tliey liegin 
to fancy 1 lieinselves ladies and gentlemen: the men have Don tacked 
to their name; and th(‘y either many and set up shops, or hecome 
unhearahly insolent, A tolerable i’rcnch cook may oceasionally he 
had, hut you jnu.st pay foi his seiviet;h tlieir weiglit in gold, uinl wink 
at his exbations ami i(»bberi('S. 'fljerc are one or two Frcncli r/><fatt- 
ratrura, who \vill send you in a very good dinner at an extravagant 
price; amUit is coininun in foreign houses. es])eeially amongst tlie 
Knglish, to adoj^t this jdau AvIn-nevtT tljey give a large enter¬ 
tainment. 

'J’Jie Mexican servants have some never-failing good qualities. 
They are. the, perfection of civility; huinhlc, obliging, excessively 
go<Kl-teiJi])(Ted, and Aery easily attaelie<I to tbi»se Avith whom tiny 
liv'o; and if that rura arix^ a go(»d ]\lexiean liousekeeper, can b(‘ 
found, and that such may U; met with 1 from experience can testify, 
tJu-n the troubles of the. mvofuje. rest upon lier shoulders; ami aeeus- 
lomed as she is to the amiable weaknesses of liev cowjKitriotcXj she is 
neither surpvisetl nor disturbed by tlnaii. 

As for wages, a goo«l poi'ter has Ironi fifteen to twenty dollars ]K'r 
moiitli; a coach man from twenty to llfinlt : nuuiy bous(‘S keip two, 
or i‘Ae]i three eoa(lj!n(.n — one Avho dii\(S from the box, one Avho 

rides postilion, and a tliird for emergem ies ^ Our friend-, who 

has many liorst's, ninh's, and cjirriiiges, Jias f(Mjr. iuid p;iys forty 
dollars ]KT month to his Jniad coaeJinuni; tlui «>(hers in ])r<)porti<)n. 
A Frem h cook Jias alanit thirty dollars; a housekeeiicr from twelves 
to lifteen; a ina)t»r-domo about twentv or more; a footman six or 
scA'eii; (/(flopintt. and cliaml>ermaid live or six; a g.artlener frotn 
twelve to fifbrii. lSe\ving-girl.s have a I tout, tliive n als per diem. 
I'orter, eoaebiiiaii, and gardener, liav(‘ iljeir wives and families in tiie 
bouse, Avbicli would be an annoyance Avere the bous(?s nut so larg<\ 
'I'iie men-servants genera!ly are much cleaner and better dressed tliaii 
ttie Avumeii. 

One circumstance is ronuirkahle: that, dirty as the Avoiuen-Kerva.iiis 
are, and notwitlisttinding tlu? enormous size of Mexican houses ami 
Mexican fiiinilies, tlie Itonsos theinsoivcs are, gemirall 3 '«sj:)eaking, tlj«- 
perfection of (rleanliness. This must be due eitluT to a good boiisj*. 
k(“c(»ev, which is randy to be found, or to the wire taken by Uie juistress 
fd' the house liurself. Tliat ])rivate hou.ses should baA'(» tins advan¬ 
tage over eliurebes ami thejitres, only proA'Cs that la<lies knoAv boAv 
to manage these matters better than gentlemen; so that one is in- 
< lim d to wish, d la Martineaii, that the Mexican police were entirely 
eoniposedvd'old women. 

llitb.—I have formed an acquaintancc.Avitli a A'eiy ainiahle and 
agreeable niui in the coiUTiit of tla^ Santa Teresa, om* of the strictest 
orders. 1 have only seen her twice, tln-ougli a vjrating. She is a 



handsome woman of good family, and it is said of a remarkably 
joyous disposition; fond of music and dancing, and gay society ;*yct 
at the age of eighteen, contrary to tlie wishes of all her family, she 
took the veil, and declares she has never repontod of it. Altliouglx 
I cannot see her, I can h<^al• her voice, and talk to her through a 
tuihing wooden screen, which lias a very mysterious eflfeot. She 
gives me an account of her occupations and of the little events that 
take place in her small world within, wliilst I bring her news from, 
the world without. The common people have the greatest venera¬ 
tion for the holy sisterhood, and I generally find tli(U-e a number of 
women witli baskets, and men carrying parcels or letters; some 
asking their advice or assistance, othem executing their commissions, 
bringing them vegetables or bread, and listening to the sound of 
their voices witli the most eager attention. My friend, tlie Madre 
—, has promise<i to dress a number of wax figures for me, in the 
exact costume of all the different nuns in Mexico, beginning wdth 
tliat of her own convent. o 

I liave now seen three nuns take the veil; and, next to a death, 
consider it the saddest event that can occur in this nether sphere; 
yet the frequency of thestj hnman saerifiec^s here is not so strange as 
might at first appear. A young girl, who knows nothing of the 
world; who, as it too frequently happens, has at home neitlier amuse¬ 
ment nor instruction, and no society abroad; who from childliood is 
under the dominion of her confessor, and who firmly believes that 
by entering a convent she becomes sure of heaven;* who moreover 
finds there a numher of companions of her own age, and of older 
women who load her with praises and caresses: it is not, after all, 
astonishing that she should consent to ensure her salvation on such 
easy terms. 

Add to this tlie splendour of the ceremony, of wliicli she is ilui sole 
object; the cynosure of all approving eyes. A girl of sixletai finds it 
hard to resist all this.* I am told that more girls are smitten b}' tbti 
ceremony than by anything else, and am inclined to believe it, from 
the remarks I have heard made on those; occasions by young girls in 
my vicinity. What does she lose ? A husband and children ? Pro¬ 
bably she has seen no one who lias touched her heart. ^lost jirobably 
she has hitherto seen no men, or at least conversed with none but 
her brothers, her uncles, or her confessor. Him has perhaps also felt 
the troubles of a Mexican minaye. Tlie society of mqn! She will 
still see her confessor, and she will have occasional visits fi oin reve¬ 
rend padres and right revert*nd bishops. 

Some of these convents arc not entirely free from scandal. Amongst 
the monks, there arc many who are openly a disgrace to tlieir call¬ 
ing, though k firmly believe that by far tiic greater number lead a 
life of privation and virtue. Their conduct can, to a eertain extent, 
be judged of by the world; but tlie pale nuns, <lcvout aiul jiiire, im¬ 
mured in the cloister for life, kneeling before the shrine, or chanting 
hymns in the silence of the night, a veil both tnily and allegoritrally 
must shade their virtues or their failings. The nuns of the Santa 
Teresa and of other strict ord(;r8, who live sparingly, profess the 
most severe rules, and have no servants or hoarders, eujoj' a univer¬ 
sal reputation for virtue and sanctity. They consider tlie other con¬ 
vents worldly, and their motto is, “All or nothing; tlie world or the 
cloister.” Each abbess adds a stricter rule, a severer penance, than 
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lier^predccessor, and in this they gjory. My friend the Madre 
froqiieiitly stns, “Were I to be born ii^ain, I should choosef above 
cvoiy lot ill life, to be a mm of the Santa Teresa, but of na other 
convent." .... 

It is straiij»e liow, all the world over, mankind seem to expect from 
those w1k> iissumo rcli^i;ion as a profession a degree of saperhuman 
poilcctioM. Their failings «are insisted upon. Every ej’e is upon 
them to mark whatsoever may be amiss in Ibeir i‘onduet. Their vir- 
tue-s, their Icaniing, their lu»ly Uves—nothing will avail them if one 
blot can hv discovered in their ebaracUn*. 'I’here must be no moral 
blemish in the piiestiioo«i. In the Catholic religion, where more is 
professed, still more is demanded, and the errors of one padre or one 
i cclesia-tu; seem to tlirow a shade, over ihe wboli^ comniunit}'- to 
which they belong. 


LE^JTEll XX. 


4//i June. 

Some days ago, having roceis^Ml a message from wi/ 71 m that a girl 
wiin about to tokt' the veil in her eoiivent, 1 went there about six 
o'clock, and knowing that the (diurch on these ooeasions isax)t to bo 
crowded to su(f(»catjon, T proceeded to the reja^ and speaking to an 
invisibb' witiiin, re«piested to know in what xmrt of tho ehureh 1 
could have a place. I'poii wbicb a voie»‘ n‘j)lied— 

“Henrianita (my sister). I am rejoiced to see you. Yon shall have 
a place l)eside the godmother." 

“Many thanks, InTinanita! Wbic’h Avay shall T go?" 

Vmce. —“Yon sh.i.ll gO tbrmigh the sfioristy. Josi? Maria!" 

Jose Maria, a thin, pale, lank individual, with hollow cheeks, who 
Avas standing near, like a page in waiting, sprang forw^ard— Madre- 
dtu, 1 am iieve!" 

Voif'f. —“Jose Maria, that lady is tin S(‘fTora de C-n. You 

w ill conduct her cxeelleney to the fi'tm*. of the grating, and give her 
a chair." 

Alter 1 bad thanked the voice for her kimlness in attending to me 
on a day wdieii she was so mneb oeeujufd with other aflairs, the ob- 
scfpiious Jose Maria Icfl tho way, ami J followed biia through the 
saoristy into the cluireh, where there wM*re already a few kneeling 
figures; and thence into (he railcd-off enclosiire destuxf.d for the re¬ 
latives of th(^ future nun, whore 1 was permitted to sit down in a 
comfortabk' velvet chair. I had 1»een tln*ro but a little while when 
the afore-saitl Jose Maria re-aiiiioared, ])ieking his steps as if he W'cre 
walking iiiwn eggs in a sick room. He brought me a message from 
the Madre — that tlui nun had anived, and that flie luadrccita 
w ishcfl to know if I should like to give her an embrace before the 
<‘eremoify,hegan. I therefore followed my guide hack into the sa¬ 
cristy, where the future nun was seated Ijesido her godmother, in the 
midst of her friends and relations, about thirty in all. 

She was arrayed in pale blue satin, with diamonds, pearls, and a 
crown of flowers. ISlie w^as literally smotlnncd in blonde and jewels; 
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and her face was flushed, as well it mijccht be, for she had passo(htho 
day in taking leave of her IrieiidH at a ffite they had given her, and 
had then, according to custom, been paraded through the town in 
all her finer)'. And now her last hour was at hand. When I came 
in, she rose and enibrace<l me with as much cordiality as if we had 
known each other for years, ileside her sat tlie madrina, also in white 
satin and jewels; all the relations being likewise decked out in their 
finest array, 'fhe nun kept laughing every now and then in tluj 
most unnatural and hysterical manner, as 1 tliought, aj)j)arently to 
impress us with the eouvietioii of lujr j)erfeot liappiness; for it is a 
great point of honour among girls sltnilariy situated, to look as (dieer- 
ful and gay as jiossihlo; the same feeling, though in a different de¬ 
gree, which induces tlic gallant highwayman to jest in the presence 
of tliOimultitude when the haiiguiaii’s cord is witliin iii inch of his 
neck; the same wliieli makes a gallant genorfil, Avhos(^ life is for¬ 
feited, command his men to fire on him; the same whi(.ii makes tlu^ 
Hindoo widow mount tlie funeral pile without a teai' in'lier eye or 
a sigh on her lips. II the roblicr were to he stranghid in a (Corner of 
his dungeon; if tlu^ general were to be put to d^ath privately in his 
own apartment; if the witlow were to be burnt (piietly on her own 
hearth; if the nim were to be secretly smuggled in at the convent 
gate like a hale of contraband goods; we might hear another talc. 
I'liis girl was very young, but by no means i)i’ettv; on the contrary, 
rather destjracieepar la nature; and pcrha])S a knowh;dg(i of Jier own 
want of attractions may Jiavc caused the world to have few charms 
for her. 

lint Jos6 Maria cut short ni}' train of relhM,tions by rerpiesling me 
to return to my seat before the crowd arrived, which 1 di<l forthwith. 
Shortly after, the church-doors wen* thrown o])en, and a crow<l hurst 
in,, every one struggling to obtain the best scat. Musicians entered, 
carr}ung desks and mnsic-hooks, and placed themselves in two rows, 
on either side of the enclosure wliere J. Wiis. Then tlie organ struck 
up its solemn psalmody, and was followed hy the gay music of the 
hand. Rocki'ts were let olf outside the church, and at the same time 
the madrina and all the relations entered and knelt down in front 
of the grating which looks into the convmit, but before which hung 
a dismal black curtain. 1 left my chair and knelt down bcsiile the 
godmotlier. 

Suddenly the curtain was withdrawn, and the pictnresipie beauty 
of the scene within baffles all description. lUsside the altar, which was 
ill a blaze of light, was a perfect mass of crimson and gold drajicry; 
the walls, the antique chairs, the table hef/re which the priests sat, 
all hung with the same splendid material. The bishop wore* his su¬ 
perb mitre arid robes of crimson and gold; the attendant priests also 
glittered in (Timson and gold embroidery. 

*Iu contrast to these, live-aml-twcnty figures, entirely robed in black 
from head to foot, were ruugctl on each side of the room, prostrate, 
their faces toucliiiig tin* ground, and in their hands immense lighteil 
tapers. On the foreground was spread a purjile cjirpct hordcriKl round 
with a garland of freshly-gathered flowci-s—l OSi^s, and carnations, and 
heliotropes, the only things that looked real and living iii'the whole 
scene; and in the middle of this knelt the npvicc, still arrayed in her 
blue satin, white lace veil and jewels, and also with a great lighted 
taper in her hand. 
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'Blio Mac k n\iij» then vosc and sanj? a liyinii, even' now and then 
oil their faces and toiichijiii: the lloor with their foreheads. 
Tlie wliole looked like an incantation, or a scene in “Hobert Ic 
Diablo." 'I’he novice, was then raised from tin* ;^'oiind and led to the 
feet of the bishop, who cxaniified Inn- as to her vocation, and pave 
her his blessinp, and once more the black eiirlain fell between ns and 
them. 

In the firrond act, she was Jyinp prostiate on the floor, disrol.ed of 
her profane dreas, and eoNcnul over wiiJi a back cloth, whilr- the 
black lipmvs kneelinp round her ehanle<l a hymn. She was now 
dead to the w’orld. 'I'he sunbeams liad faded away, as if they wouhl 
not look nyion tlu^ seem*, and all tlie lipht was concentrated in one 
preat nia ■! upon the con\u*nt proup. 

Apain she was raised. All the blood bad rushed intolwr face, and 
lier attempt at a smile was truly painful. Slie then knelt before the 
bishop and received the henedietion, Avith the sipn of the cross, from 
awhile liafld with the ])astoral linp. She then went round aloim to 
embrace all iht* dark ]diantoms as they stood motionless, and as each 
dark slnnlow clasj)ed her in its ;mns, it se.f.med like tlie dea<l welcom- 
inp a IK w arrival to the sliatles. 

Hut I forp<tt the sermon, Avhicli was deliv('red by a fat priest, who 
elbowed his way with some <ii1ticulty throuph the crowd to the 
pratinp, jjantinp ami in a prodl'.ii(ms heat, and ensconced hiins<*lf in 
a prca,t arm-chair chts**. beside us. lie ussur(*d her that she “had 
ehosiui the pood jnirt which could not i>e taken away from her;" that 
she was now om of the ele<‘t, “eho.^cn from amonpst the wieketlness 
ami <lanpcrsof the world"'—(])i<‘ked rait like a j»lum from a])ie). lie 
meiiliuneil with pit\ ami eoijtem]>t thosr wlio w'ev<‘ “yet strtipplinp 
in tin* prejit Ik'ibvlon:’ and t.’ompai'cd their iiiiserahh^ fate with hers, 
the luide of t'Jirist, who, after siillerinp ti few jnivations here durinp 
a short term of years, should he re(:eiv(*d at once into a kinpdom of 
plorv. 'I'he wh<>le discourse Avas w^ell ealeulate<l to rally her faintinp 
sj)irits, if faintinp liiey were, and to ijispire ns Avitli a preat dispiist 
for ourselves. 

When the sermon was (oncluded, tlie juusIj- apain struck up: the 
hcroin(M)f the day c.amc forward, and si..<»d hebae the pratinp to 
tak'*. h»r last look of this wicked wan Id. ! >o\\ n fell the hliiek curtain. 
Up rose the; relations, and I accompanied lh(‘in into the sacristy, 
lit re they coolly liphted their cipavs, ami very philosophically dis^ 
coursed upon the cxeeedinp poinl b>rtnne (jf the iieAv-madc luni, and 
on her (‘vidmit dclipht and satisfaction with licr own situation. As 
wo did not follow her behind the scenes, I could not pive my opinion 
on this point. Shortly after, one of the peullemen civilly led me to 
my carriape—ami »o i) wtiif. 

As vA'o w ere leturninp home, some soldiers rode up and stojrped th«j 
carriapt', desirinp the coachman to take the otlnn* siile of the a(piedu(?t, 
to avoid the body of a man Avho had ju.st been murdered witliin a 
few dotAi*s of our liouse. 

In the Ooiivont of the In carnation, I sa.Av another piii sacrificed in 
a similar^maniior. She was received there Avithout a dowry, on 
account of the exceedinp fineness of her voice. She little thoupht 
Avhat a fatal pift it Avonld prove to her. Tin* most cruel part of all 
was, that wdshinp to display her fine voice to the public, they made 
her sinp a hymn alone, on iicr knees, her arms extended in the form 
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of a cross, before all the immense crowd, ** AndUa Chrisii smi” The 
Bride of Clirist I am/’) She was a good-looking girl, fat and comely, 
who would probably have led a comfortable life in the world, for 
which she seemed well fitted; most likely without one touch of 
romance or enthusiasm in her composition; but having the unfortu¬ 
nate honour of being niece to two chanmnes^ she was thus honourably 
provided for without expense in her nineteenth year. As might be 
expected, her voice faltered, and instead of sinjpng, she seemed in¬ 
clined to cry out. Each note came slowly, heavily, tremblingly; and 
at last she nearly fell forward exhausted, wlien two of the sisters 
caught and supported her. 

I had almost made up my mind to sec no more such scenes, which, 
unlike pul^m and bull-fights, I dislike more and more upon trial, 
when we received an invitation, wliich it was not ca: 7 to-refuse, but 
was the more painful to accept, being acquainted, though slightly, 
with the victim. I send you tlie printed note of iuviiadon. 

On Wedneeday, the —— of this month, at six o'clock in tho eveninfi', my 

daughter, Dolia Maria de la Concepcion, P. .e ■ ■ , -nrill assume the habit of a 

nun of the choir and the black veil in the convent of Our Lady of the Incarnation. 
I liave the honour to inform you of this, entreating you to co-oporato with your 
presence in the solemnity of this act, a favour which will be highly esteemed by your 
affectionate servant, who kisses your hand. 

Maui A Josefa de-- 

Mexico, June —, 1840. 

Having gone out in the carriage to pay some visits, I smldonly 
recollected that it was the very morning of the day ou which this 
young girl was to take the veil, and alsc) that it was neccssfiry to in 
qipre where I was to be placed; for, as to entering the elmreb with 
the crowd on one of these occasions, it is out of tln^ question, i)ar- 
ticularly when tho girl, being, as in the prcsimt case, of distinguished 
family, the ceremony is.expected to bo i)eculiMrly magnificent. I 
accordingly called at the house, was shown up-staiis, and to my 
horror found myself in the midst of a “ goodlie companie, ’ in rich 
array, consisting of the relations of tin; fiunily, to the number of 
about a hundred persons; the bishop himself in his purple robes 
and amethysts, a number of priests, the father of the young lady 
in his general’s uniform; she herself in purple velvet, with dia¬ 
monds and pearls, and a crown of flowers; the; corsaye of her gOAvn 
entirely covered with little hows of ribbon of divers colours, which 
her fiiends had given her, each adding oiiw, like stones thrown on a 
cairn in memory of the departed. Siic had also short sleeves and 
white satin shoes. 

Being very handsome, with fine black eyes, good to(‘tb, and fresh 
colour, and, above all, witli the beauty of youth, for she is but 
eighteen, she was not disfigured even by this overloaded dress. Her 
mother, on the contrary, who was to act the i)art of inadriiia, who 
wore a dress fac-dmik, and who was pale and sad, her eyes almost 
extinguished with weeping, looked like a jiictim; of Misery hi a ball- 
dress. In the adjoining room long tables were laid out", on which 
servants were placing refreshments for the f6te about to bo given on 
this joyous occasion. I felt somewhat shocked, and inclined to say 
with Paid Pry, “ Hope I don’t intrude.” But my apologies were 
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instently cut short, and I was welcomed with true Mexican hospi¬ 
tality, repeatctlly thanked for my kindness in coming to see the 
null, and liospitably pressed to join the fiunily feast. I only got off 
upon a promise of returning at half-past ffve to accompany tliem 
to the ceremony, whicli, in fact, I greatly preferred to going there 
alone. 

I arrived at the hour appointed, and heing led iip-stairs hy the 
Senator iJon-, found the morning paity, witli many ad¬ 

ditions, lingering over the dessert. ^J’hcre was somo gaiety, but 
evidently forced. It reminded me of a marriage feast previous to 
the departure of the bride, who is about to be separated from her 
ianidy for the fii-st tiim*. Yet liow diffen nt in fact this bamiuet, 
where tj. mother and daughter met tc»gxthei foi llie hist time on 
oartli! 

At stated pt riods, iiuUx'd, the mother may hoa\- hei' daughter's 
voice speaking to her as from the depths of the tomb; but she may 
never more fol<l her in her arms, never more sliare in her joys or in 
her .sorrows, or nurse her in sicknesK; anil when lier owui last hour 
arrives, though but a few stveels divi<le tiiem, she; may not give her 
dying hh^ssing to the child who has been for so many years tlie pride 
of her < yes and heart. 

I have seen no country wlu^rc fainilies are so knit togctliev as in 
jilexico, wluiro tlie affections are so coneentrated, or where such 
devoted respect and ohe<liciice an* showui by tlie married sons and 
dauuhti'rs to their ])areutK. In that respect they always remain as 
little ciuldn n. 1 kiiow many families of wdiioh the mavried branches 
continue tu live in their fatht‘r’s honse, forming a sort of small 
colony, and living in the most peifc<*l harmony. They cannot bear 
the idea, of being separated, and nothing bub dire nccesssity ever 
forces them to leave i\w\Y fatherland. To all the accoimts which 
travelUas give tlitaii <»l tlie pleasures to he nnd. wdth in European 
capitals they turn a deaf ear. Their families are in Mexico—^their 
jiari'iits, and sisters, and relatives; and there is no happiness for them 
elsewhere. The greater, therefore, is the saerifiee which those pa¬ 
rents make, avIio from religious motives devote their dauglitehi to a 
conventual life. 

-*, lioweviu-, was furious at the whole affair, which he said was 

entirely against tlie mother's consent, though that of the father had 
been nblaiiied; and ])ointed out to me tht^ confessor whose influence 
had brought it about, 'i'he girl herself was now very pale, but 
eviilently resolved to conceal her agitation, and the mother seemed 
as if she could spare no more tears, (piite <!xhau8ted with weeping. 
As the hour for tlio ceremony drew near, the whole.party hc( ame 
more grave and sad, all but the priests, who w'ore smiling and talking 
together in groups, 'riwj girl was not still for a moment. She kept 
walking hastily through the hmw, taking l(‘ave of the scirvants, and 
naming probably her last wislies about everything. She was ibllowed 
by her younger sisters, all in tears. 

Ihit it struck six, and the priests iiHimatod that it was time to 
move. 'SJie and her mother went down stairs alone, and entered 
the carriage which‘was to drive them through all the principal 
streets, to show the nun to the public according to custom, and to 
let them take* their lost look, they of her, and she of them. As they 
got in, wo all crowded to tlie baJeouies to see her take leave of her 
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house, her aunts saying, “ Vos, child, despldete de tu casa (take Irtavo 
of your house), for you will never sec it again I” I'licn came soLs 
from the sisters, and many of the gentlemen, ashamed of their emo¬ 
tion, hastily (luittcd the room. I hope, for the sake of humanity, I 
did not rightly interpret tlie look of constrained anguish which tlie 
poor ^irl threw from the window of the carriage at the home of her 
childhood. 

They drove off, and the relations prepared to walk in procession to 

the church. I walked with the Count d(i S-<>, the others followed 

in pairs. The church was hrilliantly illuminated, and as w'c enterc<i, 
the hand ynni playing one of IStrauHit's icaltzes! 'J'he crowd was so 
tremendous that we wore nearly stpieezed to a jelly in getting to our 
places. I was carried off my feet l)etwci*n two fat senoras in man¬ 
tillas and shaking diamond iwmdants, exactly as if I hao been j>acked 
between two moveable feather-beds. 

They gave mo, hov/ever, an excellent place, quite cl(»so to the 

grating, beside the (^nintoss de S-o; that is to say, a pi act'to 

kneel on. A great bustle and much preparation secun;d to l)e g<.»ing 
on within the convent, and veiled tiguies were Hitting about, Avliis])er- 
ing, arranging, &c. • Sometimes a skinny old dame would come close 
to the grating, and lifting \ip her veil bestow upon the pousiv'e ])ublic 
a gemnous view of a very liangbty anti vtuy wrinkled visage of some 
seventy years’ standing, and bt^ekon iiitt) the church for llui major- 
domo of the convent (an excellent ami prohtahh^ situation, hv-ihe- 
way), or for Tadre ^J’his or That. Some of the holy ladies reeognisetl 
me, and spoke to me thnuigh the grating. 

Hut at the discharge of tiri'works outsitht the church the curtain 
was tlropped, for this was the signal that the nun and ht'r mother 
had arrived. An opening was nuule in the crowd as they jiasst.'d 
into the church; and the girl, kneeling down, was questionetl by the 
bishop, hut I could not make out the dialogue, wliieh was carried on 
in a low voice. She then passed ijito tlie convent by a sitle door, 
and her mother, (piito exhausb^d and nearly in hysterics, w’as suj)- 
poitcd through the crowd to a jdaee beside us, in front of the grating. 
’J'he music struck up; the curtain w'as again drawn aside, ’riie 
scene was us striking here as in the convent of the Santa Teresa, 
hut not so lugubrious. ’Ihe nuns, all ranged around, and carrying 
lighted tapers in their hands, wore dressed in mantles of bright blue, 
with a gold plate on the left sliouhhu’. Tlii'ir faces, however, were 
covered with deep black veils. The girl, kneeling in front, and 
also bearing a heavy lighbM.l taper, looked beautiful, with ber dark 
hair and rich dress, and the long black lashes resting on her glowing 
face. The cjinrcbmen near tlie illuminated and magnilicciitly- 
(lcek{;d altar formed, as usual, a brilliant background to tlie iiictun;. 
The ceremony was the same as oji the former occasion, but there was 
no sermon. 

'Pile most tcmble thing to witness was the last, straining, anxious 
look w'hich the mother gave her daughter through the grating. She 
had seen her child pressed the arms of strangers, and Aveleoined 
to her new home. JSho ^viis no longer hers. All the sw(;cfe ties of 
nature had been rudtdy severed; and she bad been forced to consign 
her, in the ver}^ bloom of youth and beauty, at the very age in wdiich 
slie most required a mother’s care, and w'lion she had but just ful¬ 
filled the promise of her childhood, to a living tomb. Still, as long 
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as the cuiitiiiu had not fallen, she could gaze upon her ns upon one 
oil whom, though dead, the coffin lid is not yet closetl. 

Hilt while the new-made nun was in a blaze of light, and distinct 
oil the foregi’ound, so that we could mark each vaiyiiig exjiressiou 
of her face, the crowd in the church, and the comparative fainiiu'ss 
of the light, probably made it difficult for her to distinguish her 
mother; for, knowing that the end was at hand, she looked anxiously 
and hurriedly into the church, without seeming able to fix her eyes 
on any jiarticiilar object; while her irndhcr seemed us if her eyes 
were glazed, so intently were they fixed upon her daughter. 

Suddenly, and without any preparation, down fell the black enr- 
tjiin like a pall, and the sobs and tears of tlie family broke foUh. 
One beautiful li^^tlo child was carried out idn'ost hi fits. AV.ater was 
brought to the juior mother; an<l at last, inaking our wny witli dif- 
iieiilty tbrougli iiie dense crowd, we got into the sacristy. “I de- 

elare,” siiid the Countess-to me, wiping her eyes, “it is worsi- 

than a marriage!’* J <'X}m‘ss<?d inv horror at tlii! saerilice of a girl 
so \oiing that she. eoiil<l not jaissihly have known lier own iniiicl. 
Almost all the ladies agreed witli me, es]Hcially all \\Jm> had daugli- 
ters; hut many of the old geiitlmuen were of a differeiit opluitui. 
The young mni ivere decidedly of my way of tliinking; but many 
young girls, who were conversing together, semiied ralher to envy 
llieiv friend, wholiad looked sojaetty ami graceriil, ami “so Imppy,” 
and wluAse dress “suited lur .so well,*’ and to have no olijection to 
“go and do likewise.” 

I had th(‘ honour of a prttseiitation to the, bishop, a fat and ])ortly 
]U(‘I{i,te, with good niaiiiieis, ami wrll houitiiig his priestly garimuits. 

I iiinused myself, while we waited for the earria.ges, by looking over 
:\ j'Jiinphlet whieli Jay on the table, emitainiug the eerouioiiia.l of the 
v'. ll-taking. When we n*he. logo, all the ladiv'S oflhe biglu'st rank 
devoutly kissed the bishojfs iiand; amt 1 went home, thinking hy 
w hat law of tiod a i-hild can thus be tlriiggtMl from tlic mol her \\lio 
'•ore and bred lier, and imniurediin a cloister for life, amongst 
strangers, to wliom she has no tie, and lowar«ls wdiom sla- owe.s no 
<iwi v. That a convent may l>e a l>lessi‘d sliell' r from the ealainitie.- 
of life, a haven for llie. un])r(»tccled, a resting-i'.hiee for I ho w eary, 
a safe and holy asylum, where a new family am'i l.iiul Irinols awuit 
i ho.se w'hosi; natural ties are liroken and whose early li iends are goju*, 
I fiin willing to admit; but it is not in the flower of youth tliat tlu- 
warm heart should he consigne<l to the cold i loi'.ter. I.et the young 
take tlu:ir chance of .sun.sliine m-of storm : the < aim and sldely ic- 
Ireat is Ibr helpless and unpndected old age. 
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June. 

SiNCK my last letter we have been at San Agiistin de las Cuevas, 
which, Avlieii 1 hwt saw it, was a deserted village, but which, during 
three days in the year, presents the api>earance of a vast bee-hive or 
ant-hill. SaJi ^Vgustin! At that name how many hearts throb with 
emotion! How many hands are mechanically thrust into empty 
pockets! Mow many visions of long-vanished golden ounces flit 
before aching eyes! What faint crowing of wounded cocks! What 
tinkling of guitars and blowing of horns come upon the ear! Some, 
indeed, there be, avIio can look round upon their well-stored liaei- 
endas and easy-rolling carriages, and remember the day when, with 
thrcadharc coat ami stake of three modest ounces, they first courted 
Fortune’s favours, and wiio, hiing then indigent, and enjoying an 
inditTerent reputation, found themselves, at the conclusion of a few 
successive San Agustius, the fortunate propnetoi*s of gold, and land, 
and houses, and, moreover, with an unimjxiachahlc fame; for he 
who can fling gold dust in his neighbour’s eyes prevents him from 
seeing too clearly. But these favourites of the blind goddess are few 
and far between; and they have, for the most part, with a view to 
gi’cater security, become holders or shareis of banks at San Agustin, 
thus investing their fortune in a secure #ind; more so, decidedly, 
if wc may believe tlie newspapta- reports, than in the Bank of the 
United States at this present writing. 

Time, in its revolutions wdiirling all things out of their plac<,‘S, has 
made no change in the annual ft^te of San Agustin. Fashions alter. 
The graceful mantilla gradually gives place to the ungraceful bonnet. 
The old painted coach, moving slowly like a caravan, with Guido’s 
Aurora painted on its gaudy panels, is dismissed for the Ijondon. 
built carriage. Old customs have passed away. The ladies no longer 
sit on tlie door-cills, eating roast duck ^vith their lingers or with the 
aid of tortillas. Even the chinainpas have become stationary, and 
have occasionally joined the continent. But the annual fete of San 
Agustifl* is built on a more soli<l foundation than taste, or custom, or 
floating soil. It is founded upon that love of gambling which is said 
to he a ptission inherent in our nature, and which is certainly im¬ 
pregnated wifjli the Mexican constitu^on, in man, woman, and child. 
The bcggai-s gamble at the corners of the streets or under the arches; 
the little hoys gamble in groups in the villages; the coachmen and 
footmen gamhle at the doors of the theatre while w.alting for their 
masters. 

But while their hand is thus kept in all the year round, there am 
th,ree days sacredly set apart annually, in which every accommoda¬ 
tion is given to those who are bent upon ruining themselves or their 
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neighbouit; whilst evcrj’ zest that society can afford is held out to 
render the temptation more alluring*. As religion is c:\lltMl in to 
sanctify everything, right or wrong; as the robber will plant a cross 
lit the mouth of his cave, and the jtiw/^w^-sliops do occasionally cull 
themselves “pulquerias of the Most Holy Virein st> this season of 
gambling is ih\ed for the f6te of Pasem (AVlntsiunlay), and the 
churches and the gambliiig-houses are thrown open simultaia-onsly. 

The high road leading from Me.xico to San Agiislin is covered 
with vehicles of every descrii)tio)t: carrhiges, diligejn-cs, has knox- 
coaches, carts, and carratehu. 'J'liosc who are n«»t foi tonato enough 
to possess any wheeled convc3mnce come out on horse, ass, or lunle; 
single, double, or treble, if lu c essery; and many Inindreds, witlj 
visions of silvei before, their eyes, and a few 'priic ') hid under 

their rags, trudge out on foot. The presi<lent himself, In '•arriage- 
and-six, and attended by his aidcs-dc-camp, sanctions by liis pre¬ 
sence the amusements of the lete. Tlu'. Mexican gt*nerals luid other 
officers follow iiiHiis wake; and fie* gratifying spectacle may not 
unfreqiicntly be seen, of the president leaning from liis box in the 
plaza de gallos^ and betting upon a cock with a coatlcss, booth'ss, hat- 
less, and probably worthless ragamnrtin in the pit. Hvery one, 
therefore, however huinbhs his degu'o, has the. ]ileasnre, whihr follow¬ 
ing his speculative inclinations, of rrllecting that he lrt‘ads in tluj 
steps of the magnates of the land; and, as Sani Weller would say, 

Vot a consolation that must ho to his ff'dings!” 

At all events, nothing can he •gayer than th(i appoanvnee of tho 
village, as your carriagf! makes its way through the narrow lanes into 
the principal plaza, amidst, tin; aKsmnhUd nowd ofi'oachos Jind foot- 
passengers; though the faces of the? peo]»lc hear cvidcmcc? that plea 
.sure alone has not hrought them to S'ln Agnstin. All roiiml the 
sjpuirc arc the gauihling-houses, whoio for tlnv;e nights a.ml three 
days every table is occupie<l. At the princi{»a! '/nohiSh nothing is 
jjliiyed for hut gold; hut sil tlu*n‘ is a(.*commo<hition for all <ia,ss(‘s, so 
tJiere are silver tables in the inferior houses, while outside arc* row.s 
of taldes on which arc hea])S of copper, cov»ned with a rugged 
awning, and surrounded by lqd:ro.'< ami hlank< t< d Iiidians, pla}ing 
monte in imitation of their betters, though on a scale inort^ suited to 
their linances. 

It is singular that, while San Agustin is Biiuat(‘<l in the midst of 
th'* most fertile and pvndmdive country, there should lie opposite to 
it, and hounded as it were by the graceful Peniviari tices and silver 
poplars which surround a small church on the otlujr side of the higli- 
roail, a great tract of black lava, sterile, bleak, and eutir(‘ly destitute 
of vegetation, called tb<^ Pedr^gal. 1’liis covers the country all along 
to San Agustin and to th(* basi* of the mountain of Ajusco, wflich lies 
behind it, contrasting strangely with the beautiful groves ami gar¬ 
dens in its neighbourhood, and looking as if it had been cuisetl ful¬ 
some crime committed theic. ^riii* high-road, which, runs nearly in 
a direct line from the luu'ienda to San Agustin, is broad and in tole¬ 
rable re])air; but before arriving tlicr<!, it is so little attended to, 
that during tho rainy season it might be jiassed in canot s; y<'t this 
immense formation of ferruginous lava and porphyritic rock lies con¬ 
veniently in its vicinity. A largo sum, supposed to bo employed in 
mending the road, is collected annnally at the toll close to San 
Antonio. For each carriage two dollars are asked, and tor carts and 
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auimalii; in proportion. 'J'he projirietor of this toll or posiazgo is also 
the owner of the plaza de gallos^ where a dollar is paid for entry, the 
sums i)rodiiee<l by which go exclusively to enrich the same individual, 
'riio government iuis no advantage from it. . . . 

The last day of the fett; is considered the best, and it is most 
crowded on tiiat day, ])oth by families from Mexico aiul by foreigners 
who go solely for pleasure, though not iinfrequcntly tempted to do 
a litlK* business on tln;ir own account. In fact, the temptations arc 
great, ami it must be dillicultfor a young man to withstand them. 

Wo vvent to tlui gaUos about three o’clock. The phwa was crowdeal, 
and the ladies in their boxes looked like a parterre of dilferent- 
coloured flowers. But Avhilst the seiloras in their boxes did honour 
to the fete by their brilliant toikd, the gentlemen jn’omenadcd round 
the circle in jackets, high and low being on the .^ame e»/r<#wfcdfooting, 
and certainly in a style of dress more befitting the exhibition. Th(; 
president and his suite were already there, also several of the foreign 
ministers. 

J\reaii while, the cocks crow(‘d valiantly, bets were adjusted, and 
vvi'ii the women entered into the sj)irit «)f the scene, taking bets with 
the gentlemen sollo voce in their boxes, upon such and such favourite 
animal. Asa small knite, is fastened to the leg of each cock, the 
battle seldom lasted long, one or other falling every few minutes in 
a pool of blood. Then there was a clapping of hands, mingled 
with the loud crowing of som(‘ unfortunate cock, who was giving 
himself airs previous to a coml>at wluue he was probably destined 
to crow his last. It has a curious etVect to European eyes to see 
young ladies of good family, looking ])eeuliarly feminine and gentle, 
sanctioning by tlieir presence this savage diversion. It is no doubt 
the effect of early habit, and you will say f bat at least it is no worse 
tlian a bull-figlit, wlii(,*h is eertabi; yet, cruel as the latter is, I find 
something more an grande^ more noble, in the 

Ungentle sport that oft invites 
The Spanish maid, and cheers the Spanish swain; 

in tlie roaring of the “lord of lowing herds," the galloping of the fine 
horse s, the skill of the riders, the gay drosses, the music, and the 
agile matador—in short, in the whole pomp and circumstance of the 
combat—than when one looks quietly on to see two birds peek each 
other’s eyes out, and cut each other to pieces. ITnlike cockpits in 
other countries, attended by blacklegs, and pickpockets, and gentle¬ 
manly roues, by far the largest portion of the assembly in the pit was 
(•om])osed of the first young men in Mexico, and, for tliat matter, oi* 
ib(^ lir.st old ones also. 'I’lierc was neither confusion, noi* noise, nor 
even loud talking, far less swearing, amongst the lowest of those as¬ 
sembled in the. ring; and it is this quiet and orderly behaviour which 
throws over all these incongruities a floak of decency and deconim, 
that hides tlieir impropriety so completely, that even foreigners who 
have lived here a few years, and who were at first struck with asto¬ 
nishment by these things, aie now (piite reconciled to them. 

As far as the company went, it might have been the house of 
representatives in Washington; the ladies in the gallery listening to 
the debates, and the members in the body of the house surrounding 
Messrs.-and- ^ or any other two vehement orators; applaud- 
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iiig their l>iting remarks and cutting sarcasms, and encouraging 
them to crow ovfcr each other. The president might liave been the 
speaker, and the corps diphmatiqm represciitod itself. 

We had an agreeable dinner at the K-s’, and afterwards ac¬ 

companied them to tlio. C/alvario, a hill where thei\^ was a bull ni 
fresco^ which was rather amusing; and thoJi ]>aid a visit to tln^ family 
of Cleiioral Moran, who has a bica-utifid honse and gardens in the 
neiglibourhood. We found a large p:iriy nssem)>le(t, ainl amongst 

them the president. Afterwards, ai'eompauied by tin'-miTiisb r 

and the ladies of our party, we w<*nt to take a view of tm? gambling- 
labhis, and oi^ened our cjyes at the iiea]>s of gold, which changed 

owners every minute. 1 sawl’-a, a millionaire, win and lose a 

ilioiistind oimcc.'^t ai»parcntly with equal Indiirt ieT)ir. .\ liltl** ailvo- 
cate, having woji two thonsaml live hundred ounces, wisely oril<‘** (I 
liis carriage and set olf for Mexieo, with the T>est./c(j la; had ♦ ver 
received in his life. Ladies do not generally l(a>k on at the tables, 
but may if they pb'asj', and especially if they lu* strangers. lOaclr 
gambling-room was well lilted up, ami loolo d hUe a private a])ait- 
mont. 

We then retuvnod home and dn-y-st'd for lltc ball, wliieb i.ygiv<‘U in 
the evening in the jdoza dr fpdlos. first v^cnt up stairs to a box, 

but I afterwards t(.»ok the advice of .M. do-, and eanw' down to 

see the dancers, 'fliere were l.'wlies in full dress, and geiiilemcn in 
■A liite jackets: rather incoMsist'‘nt. 'flic company, tliongli })erieetly 
quiet and welUbchaved, were not very select, ami were, on that 

account, particularly amusing. Madame de. -amt 1 walked about, 

jiml certainly laugbed mueli more than v.eslioiild liavi* dtiiu' in more 
distinguished society. 


r.iriTEn xxii. 


IT/// Jiihf. 

ilF.TXfi invited yesterday to a fet(^ at San Antr>nio. we left M(‘xiLJ> 
about eight o’clock by Ihe great (jau.seway leading to San A gust in. 
The day was])ecnliavly brilliant, but the rainy se:ij*on is now anmninc- 
iiig its approach by frequent showers towards evening. We. found 
a large party assom1ilc<l, and about twelve o’clock some sixty persons 
sat down to a most magnilieent breakfast. Kvcrvlbing >va.g solid 
siher, even the ])latcs. A vast (‘apital is sunk in diamonds and 
plate in this country: no gmxl sign of tlm state of comnuu'ei*. Tim 
ladies in general w<‘re dressed in wliit(‘ embroidered 7nnsMns, over 
white or coloured satin, and orfe or two Taris dresses shorn* eonsni- 
euoiis. There was one specimen of veal Mexican bcaiuv: tin; Si fjor.a 

-, a face perhaps more Indian than Spanish, vi'rv dark, with liiie 

(‘VI'S, beautiful teeth, very long dark hair, and full of ex]iressinn. 
The house, which is immensely largi*, is furnished, or rather iinfiir- 
nislicd, in the style of .all Mexican hai-icndas. After breakfast, we 
had musi(\ dancing, walking, and billiard-playing. Soino boh:ro.s 
were very grace III! ly danced by ai <laughtcr «jf rlie imu/piesa’s, ami 
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they also i^owed us some dances of the country. The fete terminated 
with the most beautiful supper 1 almost ever saw. 'A great hall wto 
lighted with coloured hunpa; the walls were covered with green 
branches, and hung with fresh garlands of flowers most tastefully 
arranged. There was a great deal of gaiety and cordiality, of mag- 
mficence without oer(.*mouy, and riches without pretension. 

18 tli.—Day of the Ooj pus Ohristi, in which the host is carried 
throiigli t]ie‘ city in great procession, at which the president in full 
unifca-in, the archbishop, and all the miiiistei'S, &c. assist. In former 
days tliis ceremony took place on Hoiy Thursday; hut finding that, 
on account of the various ceremonies of the Holy Week, it could not 
bo kept with due solemnity, another day was set‘apart for its cele¬ 
bration. We went to a window in the stpiarc^, to see the procession, 
which Avas very hrilliant; all the troops out, and tlxe streets crowded. 
Certainly, a stranger entering Mexico on one of these days would be 
struck Avith surprise at its apparent Avealth. Everytliing connected 
Avith tile church is magnificent. ' 

This evening tlic Seflora A-came after it was dark, in a Poblana 

dress, wliich she had just bought to A\x*ar at a Jamaica^ which they 
are going to have in the country: a sort of fair, where all the girls 
disguise themselves in peasants’ dresses, and go about selling fruit, 
lemonade, vegetables, &.c. to each other: a very ancient Mexican 
amusement. This drtiss cost her some hundred dollars. The top of 
the petticoat is ycdloAv satin; the rest, which is of scarlet cashmere, 
is embroidered in gold and silver. Her hair was fastened back Avfith 
a thick silver comb, and Jiet ornaments Avere very handsome—coral 
set in gold; her shoes white satin, embroidered in gold; the sleeves 
and body of the chemise, which is of the finest cambric, trimmed 
with rich lace; and the petticoat, which comes below the dress, 
shows two ilounces of Valenciennes, l^he looks beautiful in this 
dress, which Avill not he ohjexited to in the country, thougli it might 
not suit a fiincy hull in Mexico. 

Jum; 27th.—I Avas a\A'akeiied this morning by hearing that two 
boxes had arrived from Now York, containing books, letters, &c.; all 
very acceptable. Wc also recciA'eil a number of old newspapei’s by 
post, for which avo had to pay lughteen ilollars! Eaeli sheet costs a 
real and a-half: a mistaken source of profit in a republic, Avhere the 
general diilusion of knowledge is of so much impoi-tance; for this not 
only applies to the introduction of French and English, but also of 
Spanish neAYspajicrs. Sefiors Gutierrez Estrada and Canedo used 
every effort to reduce this duty ou newspapei-s, hut in vain. The 
post-oftice opposes its reduction, fearing to be deprived of an ima- 
ginaiy rent—^imaginary, because so few jiersons, comparatively, think 
it Avorfii their while to go to tliis i xiiense. 

There is but one daily newspaper in Mexico, “La Gazeta del 
Oobierno” (the government paper), and it is filled with ordci’s and 
decrees. An opposition paper, the “Oosmopolita,” is published 
twice a-Aveck; also a Spanish paper, the “Hesperia;” both (especially 
the last) are Avell Avritten. There is also the “Mosquito,” so <*alled 
fron\ its stinging sarcasms. Now and then another Avith a nuAv title 
appears, like a shooting star; but, from Avant of support, or from 
some other motive, is suddenly extinguished. 

Enlightened individuals like Don Lucas Alaman and Count Cor¬ 
tina have published noAvspaiiej-s, but not for any length of lime. 
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Coi;^ina, especially, edited a very ^vitty and bdlliant paper 
called the “Zurriago” (the “Scourge”), and another called the 
‘•Mono’^ (the “zlpe”); and in many of Ijis articles he was tolerably 
severe upon the iiicoiToct Spanish of his brother editoi*s, of which uq 
one can be a better judge, he having been a member of the “Acade¬ 
mia de la Leugiia,” in Sjmin. 

The only kind of monthly review in Mexico is the “Mosaico Me- 
gicuno,” whosso editor has made his fortune by bis own activity and 
exertions. Krcqiiently it contains more translatioiis than original 
matter; but from time to time it publisbcs scientific articles, said to 
be WTiiten by Don J. M. Bustamente, which ar(i very valuable, and 
occasionally a brilliant article from the pen of Oount Cortina. Gene¬ 
ral Orbt^goso, v’bo is of Spanish origin, is als{.> a («jntribnfor. Some¬ 
times, though rarely, it publishes ^'"docummios ineditoH*' (unedited 
documents), connected with Mexican antiquities, and Mexican na¬ 
tural history and biography, Avhich are very important; and now 
and then it contahis a little poetical gem, 1 know not whether ori¬ 
ginal or not, but exceedingly boautifnl. So far as it goes, this review 
is one groat means of spreading knowlcdgi*, at least amongst the 
bettor classes: but 1 undershind that the editor, 1 km Vgnacio Cum- 
plido, a very courteous, intelligent man, complains that it tlocs not 
pay. 

Hiero are no ciicnlatiiig libraries in Mexico. Books are at least 
double tlie price that they are. in J 5 urt»pe. I’lii're is no dilfiisioii of 
useful knowledge amongst the people; neither (jheaj) pamphlets nor 
cheap magazines wiittcu for their amtik'iiieiit or instruction; luit 
this is less owing to ^vaiit of attention to their inten.'sts on th(^ part 
of many good and enligliteued meJi, lhaii to Uie unsettled stahi of 
the country; for the blight of civil war i>re\t;uts the best systems 
I'nnu rii>ening. 

Fortunately, there is an English society here, a kind of hook-club, 
who, with their minister, hav«^ imitcd in a subscrijition to onler from 

lingiand all the new publications; and as 0 -n is a member of 

this society, we are not so urrihris in rtjgard to the liteiaturo of i\w 
day as might lu* supposc<l. Like all English s(;cicti«‘s, its basis is a 
good dinner, which each member gives in turn, otici? a monlli, after 
which there is a sale of the books that have b< <‘n vt iwl, and proposi¬ 
tions lor new books are given in to the prcsideiii. Jt is an excellent 
audl believe is in part adopted by otluT foreigners here. But 
tJcriuans of a certain class do not seem to l»e suflicieiitly numerous 
for such an undertaking; and the French in Mexico, barring some 
distinguished exceptions, arc apt to he amongst th(.* very worst spe¬ 
cimens of that people which “Ai lAammt de FraiKd' can furnish 
forth. • 

We went lately to a hall given hy a young Englishman, which was 
very pretty, and where nearly all the English were collected. Gf 
families there are not more than half-a-dozen resident heio, the 
memhors of xvhom form a striking contrast in complexion to <ho 
Mexicanas. With very fcw oxcci)tions (and these in tlio case of 
Engltsliwomeii married to foreigners) they keep thenisclvc's entirely 
aloof from the MVxieaiis, live quietly in their own houses, into which 
they have transplanted as much English comfort as ]»()Rsiblc, rarely 

trav(‘l, and naturally find, Mexico the dullest of cUie.s. -n has 

gone to dine with the English minister, and I am loft alone in this 
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larj?c room, with nothin" hut a hummiiig-hird to keep mci company ; 
the last of my half-dozen. It looks like a large blue liy, and is per¬ 
fectly tame, hut will not live many days. 

1 was startled hy a solemn voice, saying, Avc Maria Pnrisinia!” 
and looking uj) tlierc stood in the doorway a “friar of orders gray,” 

bringing some message to C-n from the head of the convent of 

Kan Kernando, witli which monks Cl-n has formed a great inti- 

maey, chietly in consecpience of the interest which he has taken in 
the liistory of their missions to California. 

In fact, when we hoar the univcrsfil cry that is raised against these 
communities for the inutility of their lives, it is hut just tlnxt excc])- 
tioTis should he made in favour of those orders, who, like the monks 
of San Fernando, have dis])ersed their missionaries over some of tin; 
most miserable parts of tlie globe, and who, undeterred by danger 
and by the jwospect of death, have carried liglit to Hk; most benighted 
savages. These institutions arc of a very remote ihitc. A learned 
Jesuit monk, Eusebio Kuhn, is said to have betui the first who dis¬ 
covered that California was a peninsula. In lf)88 tlie Jesuits bad 
formed establishments in Old California; and for the first time it 
was made known that the country Avhich had until then been con¬ 
sidered an El Dorado, rich in all precious metals and diamoiids, was 
arid, stony, and without water or eartli lit for vegetation; that 
where there was a spring of water it was to be found amongst t]i(‘ 
bare rocks, and where tluTc was earth there was no water. A few 
spots were found hy these industrious men uniting these advantages, 
and there they fonndod th«!r first missions. 

But the general hatred with wliieh the Jesuits were regarded 
cxcLte<l suspicion against them, and it was generally su])posed tJiat 
their accounts were false, and that they were privately becoming 
possessed of m\ich trotisure. A vmtador (surveyor) was sent to exa¬ 
mine iuh) the truth; and though ho could discover no traces of gold 
or silver, be was astonished by the industry and zeal with which thc>- 
had cultivatc<l the harren and treeless waste. Iji a few years th(*> 
had built sixteen villages, and when they were expelled in 1707 , the 
Doiiiinicaji trials of Mexico took their place 


LETTER XXIII. 


oth July. 

Vksteuo.vv’ morning we had a visit from the pix'sidont, with two of 
his officers. He w'as riding one of the liandsomest black horses I 
ever saw'. C)u going out w^e stopped to look at a wax ligme of 
Yturbide on horsi*baek, wliicli he considers a good resemblance, and 
which w’^as sent me as a present some time ago. He ought to be si 
gooil judge, as he. 'was a most devoted friend of the unfortunate 
Agiistinl.; who, whatever w'cn^ his faults, seems to have inspired liis 
friends with the most devoted and enthusiastic attachment. In tlie 
prime of life, bravo and active, liaiidsomo ami fond of show, be had 
all the qualities which render a chief popular with the multitude; 
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“but popularity, when not based upon j^reat benefits, is transient; 
it is foundeil upon tr principle of et^olisin, because a whole peopL 
cannot have persfuial sympathies.” Ambition led him to desert 
the royal cause, which he had served for nine years; and vanity 
blinded him to the dangers that surnmnded him in the midst of his 
triumphs, even when i>roclainu*d cinjieror by the united voice of the 
iLCarrison and city of Mexico; wlitai his horses were taken IVom his 
carria^^*, and when, amidst the shouts of the njultilude, his coaeb 
v.as drajiu:(‘d in triumph to the palace. ITis K^’cai error, a<;eordin,ir 
to those ^nIio talk of him impartially, was indecision in the most 
critical emergencies, and his permitting himself to be govemeri by 
circunistanees, instead of directing those circumstances as they oc¬ 
curred. 

I could not help thinking, as the general stood there looking nl 
the waxen iinag(.‘ ol !iis friend, Avliat a stormy life he himself has 
passed; how little real tranquillity he can (iver have enjoyed; and 
wondering wlicthf-r lu- will he i)erniitted to finish his jwcsidcntial 
days in peace, wliich, ac(.*ording to rumour, is doiihtiiil. 

8th.—1 had flic honour (»f a long visit this morning from his 
grace the arthhishop. lie came ahrmt eleven o'clock, after mass, 
and remaini'd till dinner-time, sitting out all our Sunday visitoi's, 
Avho are generally numerous, as if is tlie only day of rest for mployh, 
:in<l especially for tlic (.‘ahinct. 

Were I to choose a situation here, it would umhjuhtedly he that of 
Archbishop of Mexico, the most enviable in the ivorld to tliose who 
would enjoy a life of tianqiiillity, case, #nd universal adoration. He 
is a po])e, without Mic trouhJt*, or a tenth part of the resixuisihility. 
lb* is venerated mor<^ than the Holy Tathcr is in enlightened Itcune, 
and, like kingi> in the good old limes, can do Jio wrong. His salary 
amounts to about one hundred thousand dollars, and a revenue 
might be made by the sweetmeats alone, which an? sent him from all 
the nuns in the republic. Jlis jKilaeo in town, his wclJ.c.nshioned 
cairiage, v/cli-conditioned horses, and sh‘ek mules, seem the very 
]K‘rlection of comfort. Ju fact, cew/’or/, wliicli Is unknown amongst 
the profane of JMexij o, lia'* taken refuge witi» the arclibishop; and 
though many drops (»f it are shed on the shav<*'i lieadsof all hishojis, 
rioates, coni'essLirs. ami friars, still in his illustiiuiis person it con- 
centrabfS as in a focus, th; liimself is a l)ciu*voh‘nt, gootl-hcartcd, 
•nwvi -isjtmvd, poll]y, and jovial personage, with the most hmsez-alkr 
air and i;xpres.si<»n emiceivahle. lie looks like one on whom the 
good things of this world haA'e falhuj in a constant and benignant 
shower, which sliowa*!* liath fallen on a ricli and fertile soil. He is 
.'.’■(‘m'T.dlj' to b(i seen leaning hack in his carriage, dressed in purple, 
A'vith amethyst (tross, and giving lii.s l>enediction to tin; peopfij as he 
}*asses. He seems engaged in a. i>l(jasant reviU'ic, and his counte¬ 
nance Aveam an air of the most placid and inwuciant content. He 
enjoys a good dinner, good Avine, and ladies’ socit*tv, hut just Milli- 
cieutly to make his leisure hours pass pleasantly, without indigestion 
from the first, headaches from the second, or heartaclu s from the 
third. So does his life seem to pass on like a ilee.]), uiitronhkMl stream, 
on Axhose margin grow' sAveet llowei’S, on Avho.se clear w'ab,*rs tho 
hemling trees arc rcllected, but on Avhose placid face no lasting im¬ 
pression is made. 

i have no doubt that his cliarides are iji jnvijKU tiou t) his large- 
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fortune; and when I eay that I have no doubt of this, it in because 
I drm^y believe there exists no country in the world where charities, 
both public and private, arc practised on so noble a scale, especially 
by the women, under the direction of the priests. I am inclined to 
l)elieve that, genemlly speaking, charity is a distinguishing attribute 
of a catholic country. 

I send you, by the Mexican commissioners, who are kind enough 
to take charge of a box for me, tin* figure of a Mexican toHillera^ by 
which you may judge a little of the perfection in which the com¬ 
monest Iffph'o here works in wax. The incredible patience which 
enabled the ancient Mexicans to work their statues in wood or stone 
with the Twiest instruments has dc‘8cendcd to their posterity, as well 
as their extraordinary and truly Chinese talent for imitation. With 
a common knife and a piece of hard wood, an uiieducatcul man will 
produce a fine piece of sculpture. There is no imagination. They 
do not leave the Ixniten track, but continue on the models which 
the Spani^ conquerors brought out with them, some of which, how¬ 
ever, were very hoautifid. 

In wax, especially, their figures have been brought to great per¬ 
fection. Everything that surrounds them they can imitate, and 
their wax portraits arc sometimes little gems of art; but in tixis last 
branch, whicli belongs to a higher order of art, there arc no good 
workmen at present. 

Apropos to this, a poor artist brought some tolcralde wax ixirtraits 
here for sale the other day, and, amongst others, that of a celebrated 
general. C—n remarked that it was fairer than the original, as 
far as he recollected. “Ah!” said the man, “but when his excel¬ 
lency washes Ms /ace, nothing can bt^ more exact.” A valuable pre¬ 
sent Vvas sent lately by a gentleman here to tlie Count tic-, in 

Spain; twelve cases, each case containing twelve wax figures; cacli 
figure representing some Mexican trade, or profession, or employ- 
pient. There were men drawing pulque from the maguey, Indian 
women selling vegetables, iortilhras, vendora of ducks, fruitmen, 
lard-seUers, the postman of Giuiohinango, loaded with parrots, 
monkeys, &c.—more of everything than of letters—^thc Poblaria 
peasant, the rancherita on horseback before her farm-servant, the 
gaily-dressed ranchero: in slmrt, a little history of Mexico in wax. 

You ask me how Mexican women are educated. In aiijfwering 
you, I must put aside a few brilliant exceptions, and speak en masse, 
the most difficult thing in the ,world, for these exceptions are always 
rising up before me like accusing angels ^'iid I begin to think of 
Indi^duals when I should keep to generalities. Generally speaking, 
then, the Mexican sefioros and ^lloritas write, read, and play a little, 
sow, and take care of their hoiiscs and children. Wlien I say they 
read, 1 mean tlu?y know how to read; when I say they write, I do 
not mean that they can always spell; and when I say they play, I 
do not assert that they have generally a knowledge of iniisic. If we 
compare their education with that of girls in England, or in the 
United States, it is not a comparison, but a contrast. Compare it 
with that of Spanish women, and we shall be less severe upon their 
far nienle descendants, In the fimt place, the climate incIiiio.s every 
one to indolence, both physically and morally. One cannot pore 
over a book when the l»lue sky is constantly siiiiling in at the ojieii 
windows; then out of-doors, after ton o'clock, the sun gives us due 
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warning otir tropical latitude, and even though the breeze is iso 
fresh and pleasant, one has no inclination to walk or ride Jar. 
Whatever he the cause, I am convinced that it is impossible to take 
the same exercise with the mind or with tlu) body in this country as 
in Europe or the northern states. Then, as to schools, there are 
none that can deserve the name, and no governesses. Young girls 
can have no emulation, for they never meet. They have no jpnblic 
diversion, and no private amusement There are a few good foreign 
masters, most of whom have ctane to Mexico for the purpose of 
making tliciv fortunes by teaching, or mamage, or both, and whose 
object, naturally, is to make the most money in the shortest possible 
time, that they may return home and enjoy it. They generally ap¬ 
pear to hsiv(‘ an ext raordinary disposition for innsic and drawing, yet 
there are few girls who arc proficients in either. 

When very young, they occasionally attend the schools, where 
boys and girls l(;^irii to read in common, or any other accomplish 
merit that the rdd women can teach them; but at twelve they are 
already considi'red too old to attend these; promiscuous assemblages, 
and masters are got for drawing and music to finish their educa¬ 
tion. 1 asked a lady the other day if her daughter Aveiit to school. 
“Good beaviMis!” exclaimed she, ijuite slioeked, “slu; is past eleven 
years old!" It frequently hui)i)cns Ihjit tlu; least well-informed girls 
an; the (•hildreii of the cleverest lueu, who, keeping to the customs 
of their forefathers, are t:outcnt if tliey confess rcgidarly, attend 
<-bnrcb eojislantly, and can embroider and sing a little. Where 
there are more extended ideas, it is ebicily amongst families who 
have travelled in Europe, and have seen the <liliere’ut education of 
wo^m-n in foreign countries. Of these, the fatliers occasionally de¬ 
vote a short poi tion of their time to the instruction of their daughters, 
perhaps during their leisure evening moments, but it may easily be 
suppos(‘d that this desultory system has little real influence on the 
minds of the (‘hildren. T do not think there are above half-a-ilozcn. 
married women, or as many girls above fourteen, who, with the ('ex¬ 
ception of the mass-book, n'ad any one book through in the whohj 
course of the year. They thus greatly simjflify the system of edu¬ 
cation in the United States, where parties aie frequ(mtiy divided 
beiw(‘en ilie advocates for solid learning and those for superficial 
accomplishments, and according to whom it is difficult to amalga¬ 
mate the solid i)cef of science- with the sweet sauce of ka beaux arts. 

But if a Mexican girl.is ignorant, she rar<;l> shows it. They have 
geiKM'ally the greatest possil)le tact; ntjvcr l>y any cliance wandering 
out of their depth, or betraying by word or sign that they are not 
well-informed on the subject under discussion. 'I’hougli seldom 
graceful, they are never awkward, and always self-poss<.;sscd. They 
hav(‘ plenty of natural talent, and whcK; it has been thoroughly 
cultivated, no women can surpass them. Of what is called literary 
society, there is of course none— 

No bustling Botlierbys have they to show *eni 

That *' charming passage in the last now poem." 

Then; me In Mexico a few families of the old school, people of 
high rank, hut who mingle very little iji society; aaIio are little 
known to the generality of foreigiicjs, and who keen their duughtei'S 
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entirely at home, that they may not bo contaminated bj? bad cx- 
am]>lo. These select few, rich without any ostentation, are certainly 
doing everything that is in their power to remedy tlie evils occa¬ 
sioned by the want of j)roi)cr schools, or of competent iiiRtiuctresscs 
for their daughters. Being nearly all allied b> birth, or connected 
by marriage, they form a sort of clan; and it is sui’ficicnt to belong 
to one or other of these families to be hospitably received by all. 
The\' meet togetlun* frccpiently, without ceremony, and whatever 
elements of good exist in Mexico are to be found amongst tiiem. 
The fathers arc generally men of talent and learning, ainl the 
mothers, woimni of the highest respectabilih, to whoso name no 
suspicion can bi; attached. 

But, indeed, it is long la^fore a stranger even sr^p tlic state of 
morals in this country; for, whatever be the. juivati! niduct of in¬ 
dividuals, the most perfect deeonim prevails in out.v^ard behaviour. 
•But Indolence is the mother of Vice, and not oniy ,pf little cli v('ii 
niiglit Doctor Watts liave asserted tliat 

Satan finds some mischief still 
For idle hands to do. 

They arc, besides, extremely le(tl to each other, and, with j)'i )cr 
et^prit de corps^ rarely gossi]) to strangers concerning the errors of 
their neiglihours’ ways; indeed, if such a thing is Hinted at, deny 
all knowledge of the fact. So long as outward dcoenc^y * p; ‘served, 
habit has rendered them tolerably indifferent as to the itaiy-.i sub¬ 
sisting amongst their particular friends; and as long as a woman 
attends ehurch regularly, is a patroness of charitable institutions, 
and gives no scandal by her outward 1>< haviour, she may do pretty 
much as she ideases. As for flirtations in public, th(!y arc unknown. 

d must, however, confess that this indnlgoiicij on the part of 
women of unimpcachahle reputatiem is sometimes carried too lar. 
We w'cnt lately.to a breakfast, at wliich was a young and beautiful 
countess, lately married, and of very low oirth. SIk; looked very 

splendid, with all the-diamonds, am I a dress of rose-(;oloiireii 

satin. After breakfast we adjonrnc<l to another room, uhere I M- 
mired the beauty of a little child wjr w-as idaying about on fnc 
floor, when this lady said, * Ves, she is very pretty; vi‘ry like my 
little girl, who is just the. same age.’" I was rather surprised, luit 
concluded she had been a widow, ami made the incpiiry of an old 
French lady who wiis sitting near me. “Oh, no!" sai<l she; .“she 
w'as never married before: she alludes to the children she had 
beb)ro the count became ac(inaintcd with her!" And yet the 

Sefiora. de -, the strictest woman in Mexico, Avas loading Iku- 

with attentions and caresses! I must say, however, that tliis Avas a 
singulcar instance. . . . 

There are no Avomen more affectionate in their manners than 
those of Mexico. In fact, a foreigner, especially if lie be an English¬ 
man, and a shy man, and accirstomctl to the coldness of his fair 
conntryAvomen, netsd only live a fcAv years here, and understand the 
language, and become accustomed to tlic peculiar style of l)eauty, to 
lind the Mexican sefioritas perfectly iiTcsistible. 
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loin Jubj. 

>n - ' 111 > . 1 . or a'< nny ‘all ifc. Tin* 

':•»{ I lis >. liiiH- ])ccii liHS burst ‘orfli iil lust. 

lu . I'arias ujkI thr* baijisiu’fl (}<.*iua al rriva huvu 
)iH> . 'i ' At two lliis moniiiifi', joimnl by the 

■'+l 1 i l)*i , '"11 ,!•.*. lai^iiiu-nl of vo/inrdo, tin y took iij) anus, set 

'■ ti ^ o;«iisi'({ ill** j.asi<U*jit ill bis jiiid took him 

■ '.•M.*!- v)r ..!r. jiKitioii a mcsp«;^e, arriving-on the part 

nt .i!' . . liMviu" iho alliianbmce u! our two obi sob tiers, 

o! ■ 'ir -ai! miitbrnw. ami s<*t oIT ijuib* pleased. Xext 

ji i>b . ' M-d« * *■'-o. who advised us to Imul out 

.. ilial lino «iii"ut be in readiness to lly on the 

'' .tv f’ m-v'iI'-iry. IJttle hy little, more S)>aiiiiirds 
. . •« ii’ d ‘^ >\ ur leport- as to the stat<‘ of tilings. Some say 

I '.i it. ■ ill : il a; in ; J< w Imurs: etlierr. Ilial it. nill be a lon.n’ and 
*•( e.'., .'imie ao- ;tviun*d that it will m«‘n‘ly terminate in a 

minisli v, ojln rs. that S-iida A nna, wiil eointM>u directly 
; Mf- ».-ni(iilM- pri-,a.' « .etii-!, (ie. eial Valeiieia, at tile 
Head of the f<o\'< riiiiieul trot*]-*^, *.-. a.bout to attaek tlu jtronfmdiK/on, 
wlio are in pH-*:!; -isioj' c*t h* palace. 

'! b'* liru.:; has h(";Titi • i‘' «.j !e oune ruiuiiii"- up the street. The 

li'diaiis are Iniri \ iu.^,- bai k lliv Ir villaj^es in doubUMiuick trot. As 
■se are not in lie.; c.-idi* « . the <‘itv, our pos'iioii tor the present is 
\er\ -safe, all t!ie can's* i iii" t|i:i*e(.i*d lowa"N the palace. All the 
strei ls Hear the -...jur.o ‘in* ])laiitid with cannoii. ami it is pretended 
llijil ilw* i(.voitif lo'".*.* \ p‘‘iiy irc "iving avm;'. to the h'jun'vs. The 
vfiiiiion are roarin;.^ now. ^vll abnijr t)*e stvci-i j»eople are standing 
. w ihe baleonles, looking anxiously in Jie diivetion of the palace, or 
collccteil in groups la‘fore the doors, and llie .i/.otcas which are onl 
<»f the line of lire are covereil with men. 'I'liey are ringing the 
’toesin: things seem to be getting serious. 

9 o’doek, p. m.—C ontinuation of llring without internintion. I 
have si)ont the da}' standing on the haleowy, looking at the smoke, 
and listening to the <lifferent rumonis. Come/. I'arias has bee n 
'proelaimed president by Ids party. 'J’lie streets .near the S(iuare nrv 
said to be strewed with dead ami w'onndeil. There w'ns a terrible 
thunder-storm this afternoon. Mingled with the roaring of tlu‘. 
cannon, it sounded like a strife between heavenly and earthly 
aiiilleiy. We shall not pass a very easy night, (*specially without 
onr soldiers. Unfortunately there is a bright moon, so night brings 
oio iiitemiptioii to the tiring and slaughter. 

16th.—Our first news was brought very early this morning by the 
■wife of one of our soldiers, who came in great despair, to tell us that 
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both her husband and his comrade are shot, though not killed; that 
they were amongst the first who tell; and slie came to entreat 

C-^n to prevent their being sent to the hospital. It is reported 

that Bustamente has escaped, and that he fought his way, sword in 
hand, through the soldici*s who guarded him in his apartment. 
Almonte, at all events, is at the head of his troops. The halls have 
entered many houses in the square. It must bo terribly dangerous 
for those who live there, and, amongst others, for our Mend Seflor ‘ 
Tagle, Direc tor of the Monte Pio, and his family. 

17 th.—^The state of tiling is very bad. Cannon planted all along 
the streets, and soldiers firing indiscriminately on all who pass. 

Count C-a slightly wounded, and earned to his country-house at 

Taciibaya. Two Spaniards have escaped from their house, into 
which th(} balls Vere pouring, and liave taken riifuge here. The 
E-7— family have kept their house, which is in the very centre of 
the' affray, cannons planted before their door, and all their windows 
already smashed. Indeed, nearly ail the houses in^hat (|uart:er arc 
abandoned. We arc living here like iMsoncrs in a fortress. The 

Countess del V-e, whose father was shot in a former n;volution, 

had just risen this morning, when a shell entered the wall close by 
the side of lier hod, and burst in the mattress. 

18 th.—^T’here is a great scarcity of provisions in the centre of the 
city, as the Indians, who bring in everything from the country, are 
stopped. We have laid in a good stock of comestibles, though it is 
very unlikely that any difHculties will occur in our direction. While 
I am writing, the cannon are roaring almost without intei-ruption, 
and the sound is anything but agreeable, though i)roviug the rtsspect 
entertained byFarhis for “the lives, properties, and interests of all.” 
We see the smoke, but are entirely out of the reach of the fire. 

I had just written these words, Avhen the fienora ——, who lives 
opposite, called out to me that a shell has just fallen in her garden, 
and that her husband had hut time to sa\e himself. The cannon 
directed against the palace kill people in their beds, in streets entirely 
out of that direction, while this balli intended for the citadel, takes 
its flight to San Cosmg! Both parties seem to bo JiyMing t?te dty in¬ 
stead of each other; and this manner of firing from behind parapets, 
and from the to^ of houses and ste( pies, is decidedly safer for the 
soldiers tlian the inhabitants. It seems also a novel plan to. keep up 
a continual cannonading by night, and to rest during a great part 
of the day. One would think that were the guns brouglit nearer 
the palace, the afOaur would be sooner over. 

Late la^ night, a whole family came here for protection: the 

Bcfiora with-, nurse and hahy, &o. She had remained very 

([uietly In her own house, in spite of broken windows, till the 
bullets whizsed past her baby’s bed. This morning, everything re¬ 
mains as it was the first day: the president in the citadel, the rebels 
in the palace. The government are trying to hold out until troops 
arrive from Puebla. In an interval of firing, the-‘Secretary con¬ 

trived to make his way here this morning. The English minister’s 
house is also filled with families, it being a little out of thh line of 
fire. Those who live in the Square, and in the Calle San Francisco, 
are most exposed, and the poor shopkeepeiE in the Parian are in a 
state of great and natural trepidation. I need not say that the shops 
are all stmt. 
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19th.-<l)r. Plan, a fanions French physician, was shot this mcHrn- 
ing, as he ^vas coming out of the palace, and his Ijody has jiM been 
ravvied past oiir door into the house opposite. 

The Senorita-having imprudently stepped out on her balcony, 

her house being in a v<!ry expost'd street, a pistol ball entered her 
side, and passed thnmgh her body. is still alive, l>nt it seems 

impossible that she can recover. The J^rior of San Joatpiin, riding 
by jnst now, stopped below the windows to tell ns that he fears wo idiall 
not renniin long here in safety, as tlu* prouvncin^hti have atlaekod 
the Convent of La ('oncepeion, at the end of the street. 

My writing must be very desultory. Impossible to fix one's at¬ 
tention on anything. AVe puss on>- time on the balconies, listening 
to the thimdci of the cannon, looking at the diftemnt ]mrtic»of 
troops riding by, receiving visitors, who in the intervals of the iiring 
venture out to bring ns the last re])oit»—^wondering, speculating, 
fearing, hoping, and excessively tired of the whole alloir. 

Gomez FariasTthe [»rime iriovcr of this icvoltiti<.ui, is a di.stinguished 
character, one of the iiotahiUtki of the couiitrv, and has always 
maintained the j^rme i)rin<ip]»‘s, standing np for “ and radical 
reform.” is a. jiative of Guadalajara, ami liis liUrary career is 
said to have t>ecu ])iiUiant. lie is also sahl to be a juaii of an ardent 
imagination and groat energy, liis name lias ap]M‘arcd in every 
public event He lirst aided in tbe* cause of independeucti; then, 
when deputy for Zacatecas, showo*! luueb zeal in favour of Yturbide; 
>vas aftiu wards a warm ])avtisan of the federal esiists contributed to 
tlio election of Gencnd Victoria; afterwards to that of Podram; took 
an active part in the political changes of '8IJ ami’.‘14; detests the 
Spaniards, a-ml during his presidency endeavonretl to abolish the 
• n'ivilegcs <jf the clergy and troops, supprossiid momuslic institutions, 
g’raiited absolute liberty of opiuion, abolishcil tiie laws against the 
liberty of the pr(‘s.s, created many literaiy institutions; and whatever 
wore his political errors, and the ruthiessness with which, in the 
naine of liberty and reform, Jic marched to the attainment of Ids 
object, without respect for the most sjxcred things, he is generally 
allow'ed to be a man of integrity, and, even l)y Ids enemies, an en¬ 
thusiast, who deceives himself as much as othr*,rK Now in the holies 
of obtaining some uncertain and visionary good, and evtijri while 
declaring Ids horror of civil war and bloodshed, hi) has risen in re- 
bi Ilioii against the actual government, and is the cause of the cruel 
Avar now raging, not in the open fields, iy\ even in the scattered 
suburbs, but ill tin*, very lieart of a populous city. 

This morning all manner of opinions are alloiit. Some believe 
that Santa Anna has started from his retreat at Manga de Clavo, 
uiid will arrive to-day—^will himself swalloiv the disputed oyster, 
(the presidential, chair), and give each of tbe eombata*nts a shell 
ii-pieee; some, that a fresh supply of troo])s for the goveriiimmt will 
arrive to-day, and others, that the relxils must eventually triumph. 
Among the I'eports which I tnist may be classed as doubtful is, that 
General Ilrrea has issued a proclamation, promising tfireehoura' jpillage 
to all wfto join him. I’hen will be the time fur testing the virtues 
of all diplomatic drapeam. 

Wc hear that two shells have fallen into the house of Sefior , 
who has a pretty wife and a number of children, and tlmt hisazofc^ 
is occupied by the federalist troops. Fortunately, these grenades 
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burst in the patio of bis bouse, an<l no one was injured. <U’iie chief 
danger for those who arc not actually engaged in this affair is from 
these bullets and sliells, which come rattling intt) all the houses. Wo 
liave messages from various peojdc whom we invited here for safety, 
that they would gladly acc*ept our offer, but are unwilling to leav»; 
their houses exposed to pillage, and do not dare to pass through the 
streets. Ho our numbers have not incresised as yet. 

You may suppose, that although this is Sunday, there is no mass 
in the churches. The Prior of San Fernando, who has just sent us 
round some colossal cauliliowei’s and other tine vegetables from his 
garden, permits us to come to his convent for safety, should any¬ 
thing occur here. ... I am afraid he would lodge the woman- 
kin(l in some outhouse. 

Sunday Kvening.—Monsieur dc-has arrived, and is not worse. 

We iiave unexpectedly had tAvelve pemons to dinner to-day. The 
iTe\vs to-night is, that tlie government troops have arrived, and that 
a great attack w'ill be made by them to-morrow on'the reb(‘ls in the 
palace, which will probably bring matters tf) a conclusion. Some of 
our guests arc sitting up, and others lying down on the sofa without 
undressing. I prefer being comfortable; so good niglit! 

20tb.—Wc were astonisJied this morning at the general tramjuil- 
lity, and concluded that, instead of having attacked the rehels, the 
government was holding a jiarlcy witli them; but a note from tJie 
Kngiish ininistor informs us that a skinnish has taken place between 
the two ])arties at one of tlic gates of the city, in which the govern¬ 
ment party has triumphed. So far the news is good.» 

Our street has a most pietuies([ue and lively a])pearanee this 
morning. It is crowded with Indians from the country, bringing in 
their fruit and vegetables for sale, ami establishing a temporaiy 
market in fiont of the Church of Sail I’ernando. innumerable car¬ 
riages, drawn by muhis, pa.ssiiig along, ])acked inside and out, 
full of families hurrying to the country with their childr(;ii and move¬ 
ables. Those who are poortn* arc making their way on foot—^mcii 
and women carrying mattresses, and little children following with 
baskets and bird-cages—carts are passing, loaded with chairs, and 
tables, and beds, and all iiianmu* of old furniture, uprooted for the 
first time, no doubt, since many years—all arc taking advantage of 
this temporary cessation of firing to make their escape. Our stables 
are full of mules and lioi'scs, sent ns by our friends in the centre of* 
the city, where all supplies of water arc cut off. Another physician, 
a Spaniard, has just been shot! 

The Count dc IV-, secretary to the French legation, mounted 

his horse last evening, and, like a true young Frenchman, set off to 
pay a visit to a pi’ctty girl of his ac(iiuuntancc, passing through the 
most dangerous streets, and particularly conspicuous by his singular 
dress, good looks, and moustaches. He had not gone far before he 
was surrounded by some dozen of kp^ros with knives, who would, no 
doubt, liavc rohhod and despatched him, hut that, in tearing off his 
aerap^^ they discovered his uniform, and Jiot being very skilled in 
military accoutrements, concluded him to be an officer on*thc part 
' of the government. They, being on the federalist side, hurried w ith 
their prize to the palace, w'here he w'as thrown into prison, and 
obliged to remain until some of the officers came to see the prisoner, 

. And recognised him, much to their astonishment. 
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.'\ro now ^oinp: to dine, with what appetite we may, which is 
generally pretty good. 

Ten o’clock, p.m.—W c ventured out after dinner to take a turn in 
the direction oppoKite the city, and met various parties of ladies, who, 
as they cannot use tlieir carriage's at presc?nt, were thankful to es«inpo 
from tlieir temporary and crowded dwtdlings, and were actually tak¬ 
ing t‘xcrcist‘. on foot, when we were encountered liy people full of tho 
intelligcnci^ that the great attack on the palac^^ is to be? made tliis 
evening, aiul were advised to huriy home. We wi'ic also assured tliat 
a party of headed by their long-boavdcd caplain, an ohl rob¬ 

ber of the name of Castro, had passed the night before our door. Ile- 
foie wo could rt'ach home tho tiring 1.u*gan, and wc^ have passed 
.several hours in a static of go-at suspense, andiist iiie loaring of thci 
cannon, tlur .shouting <»f the troops, tlic occasional ‘ lies of llios** who 
arc wcmiidccl, and, to luakc everything aj)[)ear more lagubrioiis, the 
most awj'ul storm of thunder ancl rain I almost ever heard. 

i!lst.—Affi'i- ])assing a slcepleas night, listening to the roaring of 
cannon, and liguring to ounselves the* ilcv fistation that must have 
taken pla< c, wc find to <;ur amazement tliiil nothing dc*eisivc has 
occiiiTc<l. ’i’he noise last night was mere skirmishing, and halt the 
cannons >vei'o linal in the air. In the darkness there was no mark. 
Jhit though tlu^ loss on either side is so nuieh less than might iiave 
Ix'eii expected, the; rebels in the palace cannot be very ccunfortalde, 
for they say Dial the air is infected l»y tin* niimher of unburied dead 
bodii-s lying there; indeed, there an? many lying unburied ot;i tlic 
street, which is i.nuugh to raise a fever, to add to tho eaUnnitous 
.state of things. 

'flic govi'rnraent bulletin of to-»iay <‘\piessis the regret of tlio 
supnaric magistrate* at siw ing his hopes oJ ivstoring jieace frustrated, 
mul publishes the assuramais of lidelity Avhieh llicy have reecivc'cl 
from all tho dejiartnu'iiis, csjieeially fjem I'ueblo, (Jucretaro, and 
Vera (h iiz, in spite of the extraordinary desi»atehes wliieli had there 
been roeoivod from Farias, desiring thorn to roeogniso lirrcaasniinia- 
tev of war, and Don Manuel Creeeneio b’c jon as minister of tho inte¬ 
rior; ‘•which comniunicatioiis,*’ says the eoiiiniaiidant of Quoivtaro, 
“])i(>dii(,vd in my soul only indignation ms 1 contempt towards the;ir 
in i .'“'e labl I • a u 11 lors. ’ ‘ 

This morning (Iciieral-sent a few lines from tho citadel, whore 

ho arnl the president are, in which ho s])(‘aks with coulidonco of 

spcodily putting down the rebels. D-n rctuviicd many aftcctionate 

messages, acc’ompaniod by a sui>j>Jy of cigars. I’liey say that the 
greatest possible lu avery is shown by the boys of tho military college, 
who are very fine little fellows, ami all up* in arms on the side of 
tho government. A strong instance of matornal affection and 

courage was shown by the Sofiora (1- this morning. Having 

received various rc])<nts concerning her son, who belongs to this 
college; first that ho was wounded, then that the wound was severe, 
then that it was slight; and being naturally extremely uneasy about 
liiin^ she .set off alone, and on foot, at five; o’clock in the morning, 
without mentioning her intention to any one, carrying with her a 
basket of provisions; passc*d across the stpiarc, and through all the 
streets planted witli cannon; made her way through all the troops 
into the cdtadel; had the satisfaction of finding her sou in perfect 
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health, and returned home just as her husband and family had 
become aware of her absence. 

Amongst other announcements, the government have published 
that the rebels have demanded that the jewels, together with the 
service of gold and silver belonging to the Holy Cathedral (Jhureh, 
shall be given up to them, and threaten to seize the whole by force, 
should their demand not bo aeceded to within two hours. ** It is very 
probable tlmt they will do so,” adds the bulletin; “thusadding a new 
crime to all they have committed.” 

It is now evening, and again they announce an attack upon the 
palace; but I do not believe them, and listen to the cannon with 
toliTable tranquillity. AH day families continue to pass by, leaving 
Mt‘xico. The poor shopkeepers are lo be pitied. r><«ide8 the total 
cessation of trade, one at least has been shot, and others have been 
plundered. A truce of two hours was granted this afternoon, to 
bury the doa<l, who were carried out of the palace. Two ol* our 
colleagiK^s ventui'cd her*; this morning. 

22 .-—llie government bulletin of this morning contains a letter 
from Santa Anna, dated Manga de Clavo, 19th July, informing the 
president, with every expression of loyalty and attachment to tlie 
government, that according to his desire ho will set off this morning 
in the direction of I*erote, “ at the head of a respectable division.” 

28d.—Yesterday, the archbisliop invited tlie cliiets of the pronun- 
dados to a conference in his archie[>isooi)al i)alacc, in order that ho 
might endeavour, in his apostolical character, to check the effusion 
of blood. The confercnct; took xd^^'Ce, and the rebels requested a 
suspension of hostilities, wliilst the ];vcl{ite should communicate its 
results to the president, which w'as granted by the general-in-chief. 
But tliQ pronundados broke the truce, and endeavoured to surprise 
the president and Almonte in the citadel, passing over the i>arapets 
in the Calle de MonteriUa. They w'c^re repulsed with slaughter, and a 
fierce canhonadiug was kept up all night. They have now requested 
a parley, which is granted them. 

More forces liave arrived from Puebla and Toluca. Santa Anna 
is expeete<l to reach Puebla to-night, and again General Valencia 
holds out an invitation to repentance to the “ deceived men in the 
Iialacc.” 

25th.<<i«->A letter is published to-day from Santa Anna to General 
Victoria, assuring him that, whatever personal conriderations might 
have detained him in his country-seat, he accepts with pleasure the 
command of tlie division going to Perote. and will in this, as in all 
things, obey the orders of the supreme government. Firing, with 
short intervals, continued all yesterday, during the night, and this 
morning. Two mortars are placed in front of the oUl Acordada, in 
the direction of the palace, but as yet they have not Ijceu used. 
There are a crowd oi people examining them. 

lliings remain nearly in the same position as before, except that 
there are loore desertem from the revolted x^arty. A jifoclamatiosi 
was issued by Urrea, accusing the government of all the evils tliat 
afflict the city; and of all the bloodshed caused by this civil war. 
Amongst other things, they complain of the death of Dr. Plan, who 
was ^iot in tVic OaUe del 8eminario, and, according to them, by the 
government troops. General Valencia answere this time without 
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ond with jifood reti»on, that tho respoiiBibility of thesd mia- 
fortune!? must be with those who have provoked tlio war. 

20 tli.—'Firiris^ continues, but without any decided result. It is a 
sound fimt one does not learn tt> hear witili iudiiTerence. Tho»o 
seems little doubt that ultimateiy the government will gain the day, 
but the ermutry will no doubt remain for some time in a Auelanchoiy 
state of disonler. Bills are fastetu’d to-day on the corners of the 
streets, forbidding all ingress or egress tliKUigh the military lines, 
from six in the evening till eight in the morning. Ocntlemefi whu 
live near us now venture in towards evening, to talk polities oi i>lay 
at whist; hut generally, in the middle of a game, some repi>rt is 
livoiiglit in wliieh drives them Ij.ick to their houses and families with 

all possible oaste. Seiior-. a young Mpaniiud \\1 k# is living with 

us, returiiing here late last, night, was ehallengc*! hy the sentiiu ls at 
the corner of the street, with the tisual '‘'‘Qitica mva9” to which, being 
in a brown study, he meehanieally replied Fortunatisly, 

the ofKcer oi? duty was a imin of eomuion sense ami humanity, oud 
instead of Mviiig, warned him to take ln.*ttcr eurc for the future. 

Last night the arelihishop paid a visit to the pr<*siilent, in tho con¬ 
vent of JSsiii Agustin, to intercede in favour of the^rem/.wcwa/oa. Tho 
mortars heve not yet played against the palace, owing, it is said, to 
th(‘ desire of the general-in-c;hicf tc> avoid tlu‘ further oduKion of 
blood. 

'J’he tranquillity of tll(^ sovereign peo()l(* during all this period is 
astonishing. In what other city in tin? world Avould they not have 
taken ])art with one or other side ? Sliops shut, workmen out of em¬ 
ployment, thousands of J<Ue i>eople suhsisting, heaven only knows 
how, yet no riot, no confusion, apijaicjitly no impaticiiee. Groups 
of p(‘Ople < ollcct on the streets, or stand talking before their tloors, 
ami speculate upon probabilities, but await the deebion of their 
milittiry chiefs, as if it wcie a judgim‘ut from heaven, from which it 
were both useless and impioJis to appeal. 

27tb.—“ Long live the Mtxitrau llepiihUeI Long live the Supremo 
Oovcrnraeutl" Thus Ijcgins the government luiUctin of to-day, tc» 
which I say Amen! with all my heart, since it ushens in the news of 
the termination* of tho revohition. And what liarticularly attracts 
my attention is, tluit insh.‘ad of the usual skimp, the eagle, serpent, 
and nopal, we have to-day a shaggy pony, dying as never did; mortal 
horse before, his tail ami mane in a most violent state of exicitemeut. 
Ids four short logs all in the air at outcc, and on his back a man in a 
jockey-cap, furiously bloAving a trumpet, from which issues a wJute 
dag, on which is printed “Nows!” in .English! and apparently in tho 
act of springing over a milestone, on which is inscribed, also in Kug- 
lish, “lOOio ATfiw Yarkr 

“ We have,” wiy the government, “the grateful satishiction of an- 
iinuncing, that the revolution of tliis capital has terminate<l happily. 
The rebellious troops having oftcred, in tho night, to lay down arms 
upon certain conditions, his excellency the commander-in-chief h^ 
accepted their proposals with convenient modifications, which will 
be verified to-day; the empire of laws, order, tranquillity, and all 
other social giiarantees being thus re-established,” &c. 

Having arrived at this satisfactory eonclusion, w^hit^ must be as 
agreeable to you as it is to us, I sh^ close this long letter, merely 
observing, in apology, that as Madame de iSta^ said, in answer, to tho 
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remark, that “women have nothing to do with iwlitics,” “That, may¬ 
be; hut when,a woman’s head is^ahout to he cut olf, it is natural she 
should ask, why?'* so it appears to me tliat, when hiillets are wliiz- 
zing about our ears, and shells falling w’ithin a few yards of us, it 
ought to be considered extremely natural, and quite feminine, to in¬ 
quire into the cause of such^jAcwowicwtf. 


LETTEU XXV. 


28 ^;^ Jul^. 

To-t)ay is puhlishe<l the plan which was formed hy the foch'rallsts for 
the “ political regiineration of the republic." They observe, that it 
is six years since the federal jdaii, auloi)terl fr(‘(‘ly hy the nation in 
1824, w-as replaced hy a system which monopolises all advantages in 
favour of a few; that evils had now arrived at that height in which 
till* endeavours of a few men, however illustrious, could have no 
effect in remtidying them, n‘m(eriiig it nocicssiiiy hu- all Mexicans to 
unite in one comhiiicd and eniugetic force to hotter their situation; 
that salvation can only he hoped for iiom the nation itself, &c. They 
then proceed to lay their plan, consisting of ten articles, before the 
public. 

The lirst restores the constitution of '24; the national interests to 
he reformed by a ctuigress com]>osed of four deputies from each 
.state. Hy the second, the reformed constitution is to he suhmiitod 
to the legislatures of the states for approbation. By.tlie thiid, tln^y 
engage to resj)cet the catholic religion, the form of popular govern 
inent, representative and federal, the division of powers, iH»litieal 
liberty of the press, the organisalioii of a military and naval force, 
.and the equality of rights hetw'ccn all the inhabitants of tlie nation. 
By the fourth article, a provisional government is t;(D he established 
ill the capital, whoso functions arc to he limited exclusively to the 
direction of the external relations of the republic. By tlie fifth, this 
provisional government is to he vested in a Mijxtcan, reuniting the 
requisites for this employment, as established in the constitution of 
'24. By the sixth, the republic promises to give back the ten per 
cent, added to tlie duties of consumptior, to those who have paid it 
until now. By the seventh, in eight months after the triumph of 
the present revolution, all interior eustom-hoiises are to be suppressed, 
and hcnc(^forth no contributions shall be imposed upon the int(;rnal 
circulation of goods, whether foreign or domestic. By the eiglitli, 
they promise to confirm all the civil and militaiy employments of 
those who do not oppose this political regeneration. By the ninth, 
the army is to he paid with great punctualitj'. By the tcntli, a 
general amnesty is jiromised to all who have eommitted political 
•errors since the independence; and the names of Farias and lirrea 
are followed by a goodly list of major-generals, colonels, &c. 

This morning, at eleven, TeDmm w as sung in the .cathedral, there 
Being present the archbisliop, the president, and all the authorities. 
‘The bells, which have preserved an ominous silence during these 
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event#, arc now riiip:inj 2 : forth in a confusion of tonp;ucs. The 
]>siliiee cvij)})led with balls, and in a state of utter confusion, 
the i>resideiit and liis miiiistcns occupy cells in the convent of San 
Agustiii. 

1'ho. Federalists have marched out upon tho followinp: conditions: 
1st. 'J'iieir lives, pei'sons, employluents, and proj)ertics are to he in¬ 
violably jueservod. 2nd. (lenernl Valencia ('ni^af^es to interpose his 
inllneiu (‘ witli the government by all legal means, that they niayre- 
(piest the ehanibers to proeeisl to reform the constitution. Jhd. AH 
political (iveiits wliieh have oeeiirrcd since tlie llfteenth. up to this 
date, are to be totally forgotten, the forces who adiien*d to the jdan 
of the fiftct'Tith being inehideH in this agreement. 4th. A pas.sport 
out of the .vpnblic is to ht* iriven to vrhatc '/er imlivitiual, coiniue- 
hendod in this agi'oement, may solicit it. oth. 'Fhe tr(S)ps of tlie 
pronimcituha ar«J to proceed to wherever General Valeni.ia ovflers 

them, commanded by one of tbeir own captains, whom he shall pohit 
out, and wlTo must answer for any disorder they ina}*^ commit, 
(itli. General Valen^'ia, ami all the other gt nerals of his army, must 
promise on tluur lionour, Ix'forc the wh(>le worhl, to keep this tn^aiy,. 
and se(^ to its exact aceomplishinent. 7tli. It only applies to Mexi¬ 
cans. 8lh. Wheiiov'cr it is ratified by the chiefs of b»)th parties, it 
is tf) ])e punctually fiilfille<i, hostiliti<‘S being suspended until six in 
the morning of the twenty-seventh, wdiieh gives time to ratify the 
conditions. 

'riui president may exclaim, “ One siuli victory mor(‘, and I am 
undone!” Ord(;rs are issued by Gemwal Valencia to the eflec.t, that 
until the Federalist troops have man hed out (d“ the city, no groutv 
passing five in uumher will he permitted in the streets; that until 

then, tluMv is to he no trading througli the streets; that at three, 
o’clock the. eating-houses may he thrown open, bnt not the taverns 
till tho lujxt day; and that the police and alcaldes of the dilfcrcnt 
wards arc held responsible for the accomjdishiiicnt of lhc‘Ke orden?, 
and may make use of armed force to prese rve order. 

Tlie governor enforces these ordem witJi additions. People must 
turn in at nine o’clock, or give an account of tlMnuselvc*s; must give. 
11 ]) all their guns, carhiiies, &e. to the- alcalde, under a heavy j)enalty; 
M.od n.ujc, eseepting military men, may vo un horseback from live iu 
the evening nntilfSiiix iu the inoiAiiig, during five days. 

iVJlh.—Our guijsts have left us, all hut Monsieur-, who, aU 

though recovered, cannot yet he moved. All money, plate, and 
jew'els iu our charge are vestorcil to tlu ir rightful owners; and the. 
Spanish .colours, which have never been hoisted, return to ihcii 
former obscm*ity. I re-open tho ])iauo, micov<*v and tune the harp, 
and as \fo have boon almost eiitindy shut ii]) during thiFtocn days of 
lieavenly weather, feel rejoiced at the prospect of getting out again. 

August ist.—Have just come in from a drive through the city. 
Tlie palace and honses near it are certainly in a melancholy coiuiition. 
"I'he palace, wdth its innumcrahle smashed windows and battered 
Willis, looks as if it had hci'omc stone-blind iu consefjuenco of having 
tin* suuill-pox. Ihoken windows and walls full {»f hoJ<'sVharacterise 
all the streets iu that direction; yet them is le.ss real daina.go done 
than might iiave been expected, after such a fiuious firing and can¬ 
nonading. 

To rca<l the accounts published, and of the truth of wljich we had 



one would bavu expected to Und haif the 
ci^ iu miBfil. iSLeti^ is the snm total of the fiving, as published.:— 
'* On the 16th, from two o’clock till the next day. On the 
16th, continual firing till one o’clock. Suspension till four o'clock. 
Fixing from that hour, without intermission, till the following day. 
17ih, firing from morning till night. 18th, firing from before day. 
break till the evening. 19th, continual firing, Cdnst<ant emigration 
of famSUes these la^ four days. 20th, continual firing ■ aJl da^^ 
Skirmish at the gate of San Lozaro. 2l8t, firing continued, though 
less hotly, hut In the night with more vigour than ever. 22nd, day 
of the junta in the archbishop’s palace. Firing began at eleven at 
night, and lasted till morning. 28d, firing till mid-day. Parley. 
24th, formidable firing, terrible attack, and firing till morning. 
25th, firing till the evening. 26th, firing from six in the morning 
tfil two o'clock. Capitulation'that night.” 

every bullet 1^ its billet,” they must all liave lodged some¬ 
where. Of course, nothing else is talked of as yet, and every one 
has'his own personal experiences to recount. Some houses have be¬ 
come nearly uninhabitable; glass, pictures, clocks, plaster, all lying 
in morsels about the floor, and air-holes in the roofs and walls, 
throt^h which these winged messengers of destruction have passed. 
Ladies and children escaped, in many instances, by the azoteas, 
going along the street from one roof to another, not being able to 
pass where the cannon were planted. 

soldiers of both parties, who have occupied the roofs of the 
houses, behaved with great civility; their otficci’s, on many occasions, 
sending to the family with a request that they would complain of 
any Insolence that might be shown by their men. But no civility 
could ensure the safety of the dwellers in these bouses. 

’ The poor nuns have been terribly frightened, Biyi have passed 
these stormy nights in prayers and hymns, which those who live 
near their convents say were frequently heard at midnight, in the 
intervals of firing. 

I went to see the Countess de V-e, and she showed me the 

great hole in the wall by her bedside, through which the shell made 
iiu mtrie. The fragments arc still lying there, so heavy that I could 
not lift them. All the windows at &e head of that street are broken 
in pieces. The shops are re-openea, however, and people arc going 
about their usual avocations, pretty much as if nothing had hap¬ 
pened ; and probably the whole result of all tliis confusion and de¬ 
struction will be—a change of ministry. 

The houses of congress are again opened. The ministers presented 
thelmielvesdn the chamber of deputies, and a short account of the 
late revdlutibn was given by Ocneral Almonte, who, by-the-way, waer 
never taken prisoner, as' was at first reported. He had gone out to 
ride early in the morning, when General Urrea, with some soldiers, 
rode up to him and demanded his sword, telling him that the pre- 
rident was arrested. For all answer, Almonte drew his sword, and, 
fighting his way through them, galloped to the citadel. Urrea, riding 
hack, paased hv Ahnoute’s house, and politely taking off his hat, 
saluted the laem of the family, hoped they were well, and remarked 
on the fineness of the weather. They were not a little astonished 
when, a short time after, they heard what had happened. 

Madame de C—^ and her daughter were out riding \Yhen the 



firing J^cgiM on the nK>nung ^ the ^vokition« an4 g»ll0ppd>oxae 
in consterriatlon. 

8th.—Paid a visit to <lay where the lady of the house is a i^er, 
ihotigli it is supposed that ali who are afflicted with this scourge are 
sent to the hospital of 8an Lazaro. 

We rode before breakfast tliis morning to the old church of Xm 
P iedadf and, on our return, found a packet containing letters from 
London, Paris, New York, and Madrid. Yhe arrival of the English 
paclcot, which brings all these nouveaut^Sy is about the most inp^rest- 
ing event that occurs here. 


LETTER XXVL 


30^/i August. 

In the political world nothing revy interesting has occurral, and as 
yet there is no change of luiniHtiy. Yesterday morning C—n set¬ 
off in a coaeh-and-Six for the valley of Toluca, about eighteen leagues 
from Mexico, with a rich Spaniard, Sefior M—r y T-—n, who has 
a large hacienda thcr<». 

Last Sunday morning, being the first Sunday since the revolution, 
w(! had forty visitors: ladies and gentlemen, English, FrerSlt, 
Spanish, and Mexican. Such varieties of drosses and languages I 
have seldom seen united in one room; and as many anecdotes 
eonnct'tcd with the prouundmmmto were rohitrjd, some grave, some 

ludicrous, as would form a volnnn?! The Baron de-having just 

left this for your part of the world, you will loam by him the lost 
intelligence of it Jiinl of ws. 

As there is a want of rain, the Virgin de los Remedios was brought 
into Mexico; but as there is still a dight ripple on t)jc face of the 
lately-troubled waters, slui was carried in privately; for all Huniims 
of people arc dreaded at this junctiu'c. I had just pre|>arerl pieces of 
velvet and silk to hang on the balconies, when I found that the pro- 
CA'ssion had gone by a back strcct'aftcr sunset. 

I w<?.nt lately to visit the nuns of the Encarnadon^ to inquire how 
they stood their alarms; for their conv<mt had betm filled with sol¬ 
diers, and they had been in the very heart of the firing. I waa wel¬ 
comed by a figure covered from head to foot with a double block 
crape veil, who expresso<l great at seeing me again, and told me 
she was one of the madres who received us before}. Sbe«spoke with 
horror of the late revolution, and of the state of fbar and tremblipg 
in wliicb they bad ptisscd their time; soldiersufithin their very' walls^ 
and their prayers interrupted by volleys of cannon. Thanks to the 
inter(;ession of the Virgin, no accident had occurred; but she addedf 
that had the Virgin de los Remedios been brought in sooner, these 
disorders might never Jiiive taken place. 

I went from thence to the Convent of Santa 7’eresa, where I saw 
no one, but discoursed with a number of r/wers, fi*om the shrill treble 
of the old tmths prioTa^ to the full, cheerful tones of my friend tiie 
Aladre A-. There is something ratliev awful in sending one's 
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voice in this way into an unknown region, and then lisieningftfor a 
r 'sponeo from the imseen dwellers there. I have not yet been inside 
this convent; hut now that affairs are settled for the present, I trust 
that the archbishop will kindly grant his permission to that effect. 

The rainy season is now at its height: that is, it rains severely 
every evening, but in the morning it is lovely. The disagreeable 
part of it is, that the roads are so bad, it is difficult to continue our 
rides in the environs. Horee and rider, after one of these expedi¬ 
tions, appear to have been taking a mud-bath. It is very amusing 
to stand at the window about four o’clock, and sec every one sud¬ 
denly caught in the most tremendous shower. In five minutes the 
streets become rivers, and canoes would be rather'more useful than 
carriages. Strong porters {eargadores) are in readiness to carry well- 
dressed men or women, who are caught in the aeluge, across the 
streete. Coachmen and footmen have their groat-('oats prepared to 
draw on; and all horsemen have their seraph stripped behind their 
saddles, in which, with their shining leather huts, tluj;, can bravo 
the storm. Trusting to an occasional cessation of rain, which some¬ 
times takes place, people continue to go out in the evening; but it is 
dowmright cruelty to coachman and animals, unless the visit is to a 
house with a porte-cochh'Cj which many of the houses have—^this 
amongst others. 

Beptember 1st.—^Had a dispute this morning >vitb an Englishman, 
who complains bittculy of Mexican insincerity. I have reason to 
believe the chief cause of this comjjlaint amongst foreigners (consists 
in their attaching the slightest value to the common plirase, “ Estd 
6, la disposition de V." Eviiiything is jilaccd at your disposal—house, 
carriage, servants, horses, mules, &e.—the lady’s earrings, the gen¬ 
tleman’s diamond pin, the child’s frock. You admire a ring—it is 
•perfectly at your service; a horse —ditto Letters arc dated “from 
your house;” {de la casa dc V.) Some from ignorance of the. custom, 
and others from knavery, take advantage of these offers, wliich arc 
mere expressions of civility, much to tlic confusion and astonishment 
of the polite offerer^ -who has no more intention of being credited 
than you have when, from common eliquette, you sign yourself the 
very humble servant of the very greatest bore. It is a m(;rc habit; 
and to call people who indulge in it insincere, reminds me of the 
Italian mentioned somewhere by Lady Blcssington, who thought he 
had made a conquest of a fair Englishwoman, though somewhat 
shocked by her forw^ardnoss, because, in an indifferent note to him, 
slie signed herself “Truly yours” Shall I ever forget the crest-fallen 
countenance of a Mexican gentleman wjio had just purchased a veiy 
handsome set of London harness, when, hearing it admired by a 
Frenchman^ he gave the customary answer, “It is quite at your dis¬ 
posal,” and was answered by a profusion of bows, and a ready ac¬ 
ceptance of the offer! the only difficulty with the Freiichinaii b<!ing 
as to wrhethcr or not he could cany it home under his cloak, which 
lie did. 

If all these offers of service, in which it is Mexican etiquette to in¬ 
dulge, be believed in—“llcincmber that I am here but to serve you;” 
“My house and everything in it are quite at your disposal;” “Com¬ 
mand me in all things”—we shall of course be disappointed by ffnd- 
ing that', notwithstanding these reiterated assurances, -wci must hire 
a house for ourselves, and even servants to wait on us; hut take 
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these exfrt'essions at what they are worth, and 1 believe wc shall find 
that people here arc about as sincere as their iiei^hbouvs. 

You ask mo about this climate, for-. For one who, like her, 

is ill perfect health, T should think it excellent; and oven au invalid 
lias only to travel a tow hours, and ho aiTiv<‘S at the tivna cafiente. 
'I’his climate is that of. the tr()pi<?s, raised some thousand foot above 
the level of the sea; conseipieiitly there is an I'xtremc purity aiui 
thinness of the atmosphere, which jjfciierally afiects the hrcathiitj^ at 
liret. Jn some it causes au oppression on the chest. On me it had 
little effect, if any; and, at all (events, the feeling goes off after the 
first month or so. There is a g(*iieral tendency to nervous irritation, 
and to inllammatory comjilainls; and during September and Octo- 
ber, on account of tlic heavy rains and the tlraiiio(i lakes on which 
part of the city is built, tliere. is said to be a good deal of ague. 
Since the time of the cliolera in ISoJi, which committed terrible 
ravages here, there has been no other epidcTuic. The small-pox in- 
‘4.eed has beenV ry common lav-ely; hut it is mving to the* careleas- 
iUess of the common pcojde, or vatliei* to their prejudice against hav¬ 
ing their childi'cii vaccinated. 

The nervous com])lainbs of the ladies are an unfailing source of 
profit to tJkc sons of (ralen, for tin v sei'iii to h(‘ imturable. Having 
no iiensonul exporieneo of liiese evils, 1 «jnly speak from what I see 
in others. Tt apjiears to ln(^ that the only fault of the climate con¬ 
sists in its being monotoiioiusly ])erfec t, which is a great ilniwhack to 
easy ami pfilite conversation. M'he evening d(!lugt! is but a p(^riodieal 
watering of the cartli, from whieh it ri.v‘s, like Abtmis from the sea, 
more lovely and refreshed tlian over. 

19th.—We went yesterday co San Angelo, om^ of the prettiest vil- 
bmes in th<‘ environs of Ab-xieo, and .spi;nt th^^ day at the hacienda 

of Sefior T- o, w'hich is in the neigldionrhood. 'Fhe rain has ren- 

dere<l the roads almost impassable, ami the eountiy round Moxic«> 
juust he more like (Jortes’s description of it at tliis s»;ason than at 
any other period. One part of the road near the hacienda, wdiicli is 
< utirely destroyed, th<* owner t»f the house wished l(» rci)air; but the 
Indians, who claim that i»art of the hand, will not permit the inno¬ 
vation, though ho offered to throw a bridge over a sjnall stream 
whieh passes tlunv at his own <‘xpense. 

27th.—^I'his being Sunday, and a feto-duy, a man was murdered 
« lose by our door, in a 4 U{iiT(d brought about probably through the 
iiilluerice of pulqucj or rather of chmf/uirife. If they did not so often 
(‘lid in dea<lly (piarrel, there would he nothing so amusing as to 
w'sitcli the Indians gi'adually becoming a little intoxicated. They 
uro at first so polite; handing the^;«/ 7 ?/ri-jar to tlmirfaiv companions 
1 fair Ixnng taken in the gciniral or iVetoV/oVm sense of thew'ord); 
always taking off their hats to each other, ami if they natet a 
woman, kissing her hand w ith an humble bow as if she w’ore a 
liuchcss; but these same women are sure to be tbc cause of a 
^juarrel, and then out come tliese horrible knives; and tlicii, Adtox! 

It is impossible to conceive anything more humble ami polite 
than the common country i)eoj>le. Men and women st(»p and wisJi 
you a good day, the men holding their hats in their haiuls, and all 
i^how'ing their wdiite teeth, and fiiees lighted up by candess good- 
Tiaturo. I regret to state, however, that to-day there are a great 
many women Muitti as tipsy as the men, returning home after tho 
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f&te, and increasing the distance to their village by taking* a zigzag 
direction through the streets. . . . 

28th.—^We drove out to the Pi^ioii, a natural boiling fountain, 
where there are baths, which are consider^ a universal remedy, a 
pool of Bethcsda, but an especial- one for rheumatic (‘(unplaints. 
The baths are a scpiavc of low stone buildings, with a church; each 
building containing five or six empty rooms, in one of which is a 
square bath. *riie idea seems to have been to form a sort of dwell¬ 
ing-house for different families, as each bath has a small kitchen at¬ 
tached to it. Like most great ideas of Spanish day^, it is now in ji 
state of perfect desolation, though people still flock there for various 
complaints. When one goes there to bathe, it is necessary to carry 
a mattress to lie down on when you leave the bath, linen, a botth* 
of cold water, of which there is not a drop in the place, and which 
is particularly iiec(?ssary for an invalid in case of faintness; in short, 
everything that you may re<piirc. A poor family live there to take 
charge of the baths, and tlicre is a small tavern * where they s^U 
spirits and pulque; and occasionally a padi'o comes on Sunday to say 
mass in the old church. 

These boiling s])rings are said to contain sulphate of lime, car¬ 
bonic acid, and muriate of soda; and the Indians make salt in their 
neighbourhood, precisely as they did iu the time of Mfmteziiina, 
with the difference, as Humboldt informs us, that then they used 
vessels of clay, and imw they use coi>per caldrons. The solitary- 
looking batlis are ornamented with odd-looking heads of cats or 
monkeys, which grin dtnvn upon you with a mixture of the sinister 
and facetious rather appalling. 

The fcJefiora de -insisted on my partaking of her excellent 

luncheon after tlic bath. We couhl not help thinking, were these 
baths in the hands of some entc»rprising and speculative Yankee, 
what a fortune he would make.; how ho would.build a hotel d la 
Saratoga, would paper tlio rooms, and otherwise beautify this un¬ 
couth temple of boiling water. 

There is an indescribable feeling of solitude in all houses in th<j 
environs of Mexico: a vastiiess, si desolation, such as 1 never befons 
experienced in the most lonely dweliings iu otiier (iomitries. It is 
not sad; the sky is too briglit, ainl nature too smiling, and the air 
wo inhale too j)urc for that. It is a senssition of bidng entirely out 
of the world, and alone with a giant nature, surrounded by faint 
traditions of a bygone rac<); and the feeling is not diminished when 
the silence is broken by the foote«ei) of tlie passing Indian, the poor 
and debased descendant of that extraordinary and mystciipus peo¬ 
ple, who came we know not whence, and whose posterity arc now 
“hewers of wood and drawers of water," on the soil where they 
once wi‘.re monarchs. 

In Chapultepeo especially, near as it is to a large and populous 
city, the traditions of the past come so stroiigly upon the mind, that 
one w'ould rather look for the aj)i)antion of a whole band of these 
inky-haired, adder-anointed priests of Montezuma, than c.xpiict tt> 
meet with the benevolent-looking archbishop, who, in purphj rubes, 
occasionally walks under the shade of the majestic cypresses. 

All Mexicans at prtjsent, men and women, are engaged in what 
are called the dmtgravios: a public penance performed at this season 
in the churches, during thirty-five days. The women attend church 
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ill the nBr^rning, im inon permitted to ciihT, tind the men iu 

tiic eveiiiiij^^ wlii ii women are uot admitted. Both rules are oeca- 
sioiially broken. The jponiteiice of th»; men is most severe, their 
sins being no doubt proportionably greater than those of the. women; 
thougli it is one of tlio few oomitries where they sulfer for this, or 
seem to act upon the principle, that “if all men had their deserts, 
who v.’ouM escape whipping ?” 

To-day we iittt'Tided the morning }>eiiitciice. at six t/eloek, In the 
church of San Francisco: the hardest part of whicli was their having 
to kneel for ahout ten minutes with their arms e^tended in the Ibrm 
of a cross, uttering groans: a most painful position for any length of 
time. It; w<'« a profane thought, but 1 dare rjiv so many hundreds 
of bcautifully-fonned arms and Jiaiuls wen* scMoiu seen extruded at 
the same moineut hefove. (Iloves not being worn in chnreh, aiul 
many of the women having short sleeves, th^iv wore very much seen. 

But the othej night T was present at a much stranger scene, at tla^ 
discipline performed by tin* men, admission having been jirociired 
for us by certain means, fnu ^townfuL Accordingly, when it 
was dark, enveloped from Jiead to foot iu large cloaks, arid without 
the slightest idea of what it was, we went, on foot tlirougli the streets 
to the churcli of San Agustin. AVIien vve arrived, a small side-door 
apparently opened of itself, and we «idered, passing through long 
vaulted passages, and u]> steep winding staii\.«, till wc found ourselves 
in a .small raile<l gallerv, looking <lowri directly upon the cliureh. 
'riie hcciK; was curious. Ahout one hundred and /U’ty nuui, enve- 
l'>[K‘d in cloaks and Hieir faces entirely concealed, were, as- 

seinliled in the body <# tla; ebiin h. A ihotjIn iiad just mounted the 
puljiit, and tlu; church was ilijiily liglitc.d, except where he stood in 
bold vclUr, wit!) h\< gay ro]»es aiul. cowl thrown hack, giving a full 
view of his high bald forehead and expressive face. 

His discoui’sc was a rude hut v'crv I’ort iMe and cloipient doserip- 
liou of the torments pjepared in hell for impenitent sinners. ^I'he 
elfect of the whole was vi-rv solemn. It afipeared like a preparation 
for the e.xecution of a mnUitude of comhtmued criminals. When the 
discourse was linishcd, tiu*y all joined in prayer with i.nmrli /ei vour 
and <‘iithusiasni. luating their breasts ami l.dling 'jpon tlx’ir fact s, 
'riiv ii the juoidx .sl«-nd iq>, ami iu a very d'-i!im l. voii e n.'ad sev'cral 
passages of Seri])ture descriptive of the sulk rings of ('hrist. Tlx; 
organ tlxjn struck uj* the .lA/.‘vrm', and all of a .sudden iJie eliureh 
was jilunged in piiilouixl darkness; all lull ^.e(|lplunal representa¬ 
tion of the Cnieilixion, which .seemed toliang in the air illuminated. 
I- fl it ratiicr frightened, and would have been very glad to leave tlx* 
chureli, but it would have. be«'n impu.<.‘<ihle in tiie darkness. Su<l- 
<l<;nly, a terrible voice in tlx- <lark cried, “ My laotlier.s! whoa (Iliri.^t 
■wa.s titslcne<l to tbe pillar by tbe dews, he was scotinjedT* At tbese 
words. tl.*e bright ligure <iisuppcare<l, and tlx darkness beeanx* total. 
Suddenly, we heard the sound of hundreds of scourges dos<‘f;nding 
upon tl)* bare lic.sli. i cannot eonocive anytliuig mor<‘ iKuribh*. 
Befoie t<‘U minutes had j)asse<l, the sound became ttjthxshin;/, from the 
blood tliat was Howiug. 

J have lieard of tlichc i»enil{;iiccs in Italian churches, and also that 
half of tlioso who go tlieic <lo m»t reall)’- scourge tlieinsehcs; but bore, 
wlxu’e tluae is such iicrieet eoiieealuieut, there seeni.s no nmtive for 
dcecntion. Jucredible as it may seem, awfei penance* continued 
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without interniission for half-ari-hour! If they scourged otlun, 
their ciKTgy might be less astonishing. 

Wc could not leave the church, Imt it was pcrh^ctly sichening; 

and had T not been able to take hold of the Sofiora-'s liand, and 

feel something human beside me, I could have fancied myself trans¬ 
ported into a congregation of evil spirits. Now and then, but very 
seldom, a suppressed groan was heard, and occasionall}’ the voice «<f 
the monk encouraging them by ejaoulationK, or b}’ short passages 
from Scripture. Souictimos the organ struck up, and the poor 
wretches, in a faint voice, tried to join in the Miserere. The sound 
of th(i scourging is indescribable. At the end of half-an-hour a little 
h(;ll was rung, and the voice of the monk was heard calling upon 
them to desist; hut such was their enthusiasm, tliat tlie horrible 
• lashing continued louder and fiercer than ever. 

In A'ain he entreated them not to kill fhomselves; and assured 
them that Heaven would be satifiod, and that human nature could 
not (‘iidiire beyond a certain point. No answer but the loud sound 
of the scourges, which arc many of them of iron, with sharp points 
that enter the fiesh. At length, as if they were perfectly exhaust(^d, 
th(! sound gi*cw fainter, and little by little ceased altogether. AW* 
then got np in the dark, and with groat dilliculty groped onrw^y 
in the pitch darkness through the galleries and down the stairs, till 
we reached the door, and had the pleasure of feeling the fresh air 
again. They say that the church-fioor is frecpiently covered with 
blood after one of those penances, and that a man died the other 
day in conseciuence of hi.s wounds. " 

I then went to the house of the-min%tcr, where there was a 

reimim^ and where I found the company comfortaldy engaged in 
eating a very famous kind of (Jerman salad, composed of herrings, 
smoked salmon, <’old pot.'itoes, ami ajiples (salmagundi 0, and drink ¬ 
ing hot piuich. After the cold, darkness, and liorrors of the chnreh, 
this formed rather a contnist; and it was some time before I coiiiil 
shake off the disagreeable iiu])res.sion left by the desayranos^ and join 
in the conversation. 


LETl'EAl XXAai. 


Zrd October. 

y'KSTERDAY hciiig C-ii’s fctc-flay, wc had a dinner and small 

soiree, and, according to custom, visits the whole day. A veiy agree¬ 
able guest fr^^Havana, Hon -A-. arrived to spend a fi'w 

weeks william. AVo had rather a pleasant party, and some goo<l 

singing; but'just as dancing had begun, C- -n took me aside, ami 

showed me a little friendly note which he had received wliilc at din- 

ner, from General-, in which he informs him that the rol)bcT> 

would in all probability attack our respective houses that night; that 

he had taken his precautions, and advises -n to <lo the same, ii 

the understanding that, if necessary, they should mutually assis: 

A ’:»Teasant piece of intelligence ! The thing got whis 
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]K‘reil iil>o%t, find some of the ladies looked a little liliink at the iii- 
lonnation; l»it there could he no risk while so many pi rsims were 

{•ollected. Alxnit one they went away, find L!-u sent tor some 

soldiers to keep watch all nis^ht. Notiun.uj lifippein d, ffs, lu) doubt, 
the robbers found out NVhat prei^Jiutums laid hoeii taki-n. d'he in¬ 
tended attfiek Inul been disco\ ered by a servfint of tln^ j^imeral's, 
wlio h(^ard them discussiiij^ the imitter in tiu* ba< k-room of ti lathftu 
slioj). 

\V(‘ have been ol)lij3;ed to procure two <»!d soldiei’p fis norlei’S, iji lit u 
oi' the two who were shot in the revolution ; for thoiij^li not killed, 
t hey are entirely disabled for the present. 

Mexico aj)i‘)e"’s partienlarly tjiiiet just, now- and whale,ver storms 
may be preparin;jf, no symptoms fij«' visible lotlie nniuitifue<l eye. 
'I'bc palace has j’ot in its ghiss eyes a^j^jiin, and externally is iilmost 
entirely repaired; but it is not yet lit for the lesitleiiee of the presi¬ 
dent, wlio still hfMs his court in tlar convent of S;in A^mstin. I 
liave been drivin^^ fiboiit with onr Hjivana iVieiid, like fUi t>hl rc.si- 
<lcnt, showing the. bcfiutics <»!' Mexico to a sirangts. VVt; havt* been 
ill tboMineiia, Museum, Hotaiiical < iarden, Biscay tjoljege, A:c.; fill 
ofwbieb cjin bear revision. 

The Museum especially, which, owing to ilie wfint of arrangement 
aiul classilication in the fintitpiitics, find tie- nniniier in which they 
fire crowded together in tht! tlilforeiit rooms ol' the university, appijfirs 
f.t lirst uinleserving of imieh iitteidiou, improvi's n]n>n acijiuiintanee. 
11 is only since the y<‘fir '25 tluit it was eslablislmd by tlie govmn- 
ment, find various plujis ii:>\c bnen since nunie for I'nrifdiing and 
arninging it, and also for transj^orting it b' Hu* old bnihlijig of 
ih'- liujuisition. lint a.s ct nothing e>senti;il I'as Ik-.cm cfirricd into 
'■lleet. 

It contains upwards of two lnuidL'e<l historie:d matuisci ipts, some 
ill hieroglyphical cluiracders anterior to tlie compK ^-l, and nmuy in 
tiie dilierent ancient hingufiges of tlm couidiy. <U' tin' ancient 
Si Mlj)ture it possesses two ei'lohsal statues fuel man^ smalh'i* ones, 
besides a Vfiriety of busts, lu-ads, ligures of animals, Jinisks, and iii- 
slnnuents of music or of w'ar, eiiriously (ingnn ed. indicating tbe 
diOerent degrees of civiliZfilion of the dilTcrenl n .lions to wliom tliey 
I'clonged. A grofit m:niy of tlie vases of /m/Z, ;;ml of the andlestieks 
In clay, curiously ivorked, weri; <lrawn from ex< fivation.s in tlie Isle 
<.»i kSficriliees, near Vciat'riiz. from ()ajfie}i,t&e. and from the suburbs 
of Mexico. 'J’lien! is also a collection of very fineti’nt medfils, to the 
number of six hundred, :i bronze bust of i’hilip V. find about tvvo 
buinlrcd Mexican paintings, comprehending two collections of the 
jiortraits of the Spanish viei-ro^s, many of the celebniled CabrcraV, 
find various dresses, arms, and utensils, from both the (.’jiUfdrnias. 
Ju the cabinet of nfitural histfu-y there is a good collection of 
minerals, and some very limi spi'einieiis of gold find silver. But in 
the animal or vegetable branch of mitiinil Iiistoiy, therii is fi great 
deficiency, and altogether tin* Musmim is not ivortby of a country 
which seems destined by nature to be the great emporium of fill mi' 
lural science. 

I have been so much interested in the affairs of theC-a&inily, 

that 1 hfive fovgottcu to tell you of my having obtained pcrniission 
from the archbishop to visit the Sfinta I’cvesa, accumiianicd hj one 
young married lady, who has a sistei there, 'i'iic aieblushop desired 
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tliat onr visit should be kept a secret; but it has oozed outSiy some 
means or other, probably through the nuns themselves, and exposed 
him to so much inconvenience, and sucli a torreiifc of solicitations 
from tliosc ladies who, having daughters or sistere amongst the nuns, 
are naturally most desirous to sec them, that t fear, notwithstanding 
his good-nature, he will put a veto on all my future applications. 
You will think I pass my time in convents, hut T find no other 
places half so interesting, and you know 1 al^vays had a fancy that 
way. 

1’hc Santa Teresa has few ornaments. It is not nearly so large as 
the Encarnaciotij and admits but twenty-one nuns. At present there 
are, besides tlies<?, hut three novices. Its very atmosphere seems 
holy, and its scrTipulous and excH^ssivc elcaiinv ss makes all profane 
(Iwcliings appear ilirty by comparison. We were accompanied by a 
bishop, Selior Madrici, tiie same who assisted at the archbishop’s 
eonsoeration: a good-looking man, young and tall, and very splen¬ 
didly dressed. His robes were of purph? satin, covered witli lino 
j)oint-lace, with a large cross of diamonds and amethysts. He also 
wore a cloak of very fine purple cloth, lined with crimson velvet, 
crimson stockings, and an immense amethj'st ring. 

When he came in wo found tl\at the nuns had permission to put 
up their veils, rarely allowc^l in this order in the presence of strangers, 
’rhey have a small garden and foinitain, plenty of flowei's, and some 
fruit; hut all is on a smaller scale, and satlder than in the convent 
of the Incarnation. Tlie refectory is a largo room, with a liSng nar¬ 
row table running all around it—a ])lain deal table, with wooden 
hcucliGs; before tlie ifiace of caeb nun, an earthen bowl, an earthen 
cup with an apple in it, a wooden plate, and a wooden spoon; at the 
top of the table a grinning skull, to rciuiud them that cvcmi these 
indulgences they shall not long enjoy. 

In one corner of the room i.s a reading desk : a sort of elevatinl 
pulpit, where one rowls aloud from some holy book, whilst the 
others discuss their simifie hire. They showed us a crown of thorns, 
which, on certain days, is worn by one of their number, by way of 
penance. It is made of iron, so that the nails, entering inw^ards, 
run into the head and make it blectl. While she wears tliis on her 
head, a sort of wooden bit is imt into her mouth, and she lies pros¬ 
trate on her fiicc till <linncr is ended: and while in this condition her 
food is given h<‘r, of whidh she eats tis much as slie can, which 
probably is non<‘. 

We visited the different cells, and w^cve horror-struck at the self- 
inflicted to^urcs. Each hod consists of a wooden plank raised in 
the middle, und on daj-s of penitence crossed by wooden bars. The 
pillow is wooden, with a cross lying on it, which they hold in their 
hapds when they lie down. The inin lies on this penitential couch, 
embracing the cross, ami her feet hanging out, as the bed is made 
to6 short for her upon principle. Round her waist she occasionally 
wears a hand with iron ])oints turning inwards; on lujr hrcfist a cross 
with nails, of whicli the points enter the flesh, of the trntli of which 
1 had melancholy ocuhii' demonstration. Then, after having scourged 
herself with a whip coven'd with iron nails, slio li(is down for a few 
hours on the wooden bars, and rises at four o’clock. Ail these in¬ 
struments of discii)3iiio, which each nun keeps in a litthf box beside 
bed, look as if their fitting place wouhl be in the dungeons of 
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tilt* JiMiuisUion. Tliey iniule me try their hedand hcuird, wiiidi I told 
lliom 'vvuuld ne' a very decided tfiste for early l 

Yet they all Kceiii as checrliil as possible, tliough it ainst be con- 
b'ssed that many of them look pale ami mdiealthy. It is said, that 
when they are strong enough to stand Ibis inodri of life, lin y live 
very long; but it frequently happens that girls who eoiiie inti> this 
convent are obliged to leave it fioui sickness, lung before the expi¬ 
ration of tlmir noviciate. T nnd. witli the girl whom J ))ad seen tak(' 
the veil, and cannot say that die 'iOoke<l eithi.r \v<‘ll or rbeerfiil, 
though slie assured mo, that “of course, in doing the will of Uod/’ 
she was l)oth. 3'licrc was not much beauty amongst them gonf*vall'', 

I bough one or two bad remains t.f great lovcliiioss. My fncMid, ihe 

Madre A-, is liaiidsonier <»m a chwi view ikar. I had sn]>]K)se<l 

her, and seems an especial favourite with uid end yoiiiig. But tliere 
was one whose face must have heen stri Id ugly beautiful. She was 
as pale as marble, and tlioiigh still >oung, seemeil in very dclit'att* 
health; but he? eyes and eyei)rows as black as ict, the evt's so largo 
and soft, ihe eyebrows tw«) ])eiRi]l«'d arches, and her smiles so re¬ 
signed and sweet, would have made her the luwlicsL nualel imagiti- 
ablo for a Madonna. 

Again, as in the. Incarnation, they bad lalo n ilu' Ivonblo to jwe- 
pare an <.‘lcgant supper for us. 1’lie bishop l.oi)k bis ]»bi<*<‘ in an an¬ 
tique velvet chair; the Sen ora-and I were pi acts I on v'acli side 

of liiin. The room was very well lighical, aJtd l.lu re was as great a 
profusion of custards, jelli< s, and ic;es, its if we. liail Ixmmj supping at 
the most profane cv/e. The nuns di<l not sit ilovvn, but walked 
about, ]»rcssiug us to ('at, the bisho]) now and (ben giving them 
rakes, with permission to o'-t them, wliirli Un \ received laughing. 
They liave flu* most humble and caressint; manners, and ri'ally 
appear to be tiuj most amiable, and o.xrelicnt woinen in the, worhi. 
'I’licy seem to make no ostentation of virtue, bnl to be seriously im- 
j>rcss<*d witli the roiivictiotj that, they hav#- <'h<*.H*ji I,he (nic road to 
salvation; nor are there iii tlann any visible syjnptonjs(jf tiiat. spiri¬ 
tual jtride from wbieb fe.v\ dtwotees an* ex« uipt. 

After supper, a small harp was bnaiglit in, v.bleb bad bei u scut 
lor by the bisbo]Vs permission. It was lin-.d>|y out of luiu', with 
lialf.tbe strings Itndven; but wo weni ddermiMi-.l to - rudge no (rouble, 
in [Uitting it in order, and giving these po(»r reelns( s uhat lli(;y con- 
. idt. led so great a gratilication. AVe gqt it iido some .sort of condi¬ 
tion at last, and when Uu;y he.ird il. j.lay<‘d. Ilu \ wi n- viduunent in 
their exjiressions of delight, 'rhet^enora- - , w ))o has a ( harming 
voice, allerward.s sang to them, Ukj bishop beir^g v(iry indulgent, 
and i)ermitting us to si leet wliatever snugs wi* < h('>se, that when 
rather a profane cantirli*, ‘‘The Virgin of the IMlIar” (Ui Vk'gen del 
1‘ilar), was sung, he very kindly turned a deaf ('ar to it, and se»>med 
busily cJigaged in conversation with an old madre, till it was all 
over. 

AW' were really sorry to leave them; ]xirtienlarly as it is in.-.st to 
imp<>ssible that we shall ever seu them again; and it si'cmcd a.s ii' in 
a few hours a friendship had been formed betweiui u.s and tla sc re- 
eluse-s who.-^e sensfiliuJiS are so few that they jiiust bo (la' mme last¬ 
ing. The thoughts of tlu'si^ p»oor women cost me a sad and sieepl(.‘ss 
night, ^rhoy iiave sent me some w'ax tiguiT.s, dressed in t)j(^ cos¬ 
tumes of the dillereiit orders, beginjiing willi thoir owji. They 
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wear tlio coarsest and hardest stuft’ next tlie skin: in itself a p^rpetnal 
penance. 

In these robes they are buried; and one would think that if any 
human ]>eing can ev(‘r leave this world without a feeling of regret, 
it must be a nun of tliii Santa Teresa, when, her privations in this 
world ended, she lays down her blameless life, and joins the pious 
sisterhood who have gone before lier; dying where she has lived, 
surrounded by luir companions, her last lunirs sootlied by their 
prayers and tears, sure! of their vigils for the repose of her soul, and, 
aboVe all, sure that neither pleasure nor vanity will ever obliterate 
her remembrance- from their hearts. 

At niatijis, at vespers, at the simple board, at the nightly hymn, 
she will be mi.ssed from their train. Her eiiipiy cell will recall her 
to their eyes; her dust will be profaned by no stranger’s foot¬ 
step ; and though taken away, she still seems to remain amongst 
thcjij. ... 

As for the monasteries, not only no woman can enter, hut it is 
Said, with what trulh 1 Jviiow not, that a vice-queen having insisted 
on the privilege of her viceroyalty to (!iiter, the gallery, and every 
place which her footsteps desecrated, w(‘ri! unpaved. This was very 
Saint Senanus like, and pen galant^ to say th(! least. 

The lincst convent of monks in Mexico is that of San Francisco, 
which from alms alone has an immense annual rent. Ac<;ording to 
Humboldt, it was to have been built upon the ruins of the temphi 
of Huitzilopoclitli, tlie god of war; but these ruins having been 
destined for the foundation of the cathedral, this immense- convent 
was erected where it now stands in 1631. The founder was an ex¬ 
traordinary man, a great lauiefactor of the Indians, and to whom 
they owe(l many useful meclianical arts which he brought them 
from Furopc. His name was Fray Pedro de (irante, his calling that 
of a lay-friar, and his father uas I lie Emperor Charles V.! 


LETTER XXVIlJ. 

SajU'iaffOj ^trd November. 

Yestkkdav, the second of November, a day wliich for eight centuries 
has been seti|iapart in the catholic church for commemorating the 
dead, the day emphatically known as the “/)*« de Muertos'* the 
cliurehes tliroughout all the republic of Mexico present a gloomy 
spectacle: thirkened and Imng with black cloth, while in the middle 
aisle is a colfin, covered also with black, and painted with skulls and 
other emblems of mortality, l^h ery one attends church in mourning; 
and considering the common lot of humanity, there is, perhaps, not 
one heart over the whole catholic world which is not wrung that 
day, in calling up the memory of the departed. 

After early mass, we set off for Santiago, where we intend to spend 
a week, to be present at the herradcros —the marking of the bulls 
with a hot iron with the initials of the proprietor’s name, stamping 
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tli(.-Tu|vvUli tlic 1)fidiro of slavery—wliieh is said to lu* an oxtmordi- 
iiarv scj.'iie, to wliicii all ranoheroR and Indians look forward with 
the {greatest d^ AVe had a very pleasant joiirne\ hither, leaVinj? 

Afexieo at six in the inornin;j;, and travellin.it at the usual rate, with 
scrtvi horses and plenty of mozos. Imleed, lu) one attempts a journey 
of any Ien.i;tli into th(i country witliout at h-ast six liorses or iiuiles/ 

Near Sopayuca, while they uere ehaiiiting hoi-ses, w<' wi nt to mass 
ill the picturesque cliurch <»f San fVibtohnl. 'Die iiiaj^nitieeue** of 
lliesc plaees of worship is t‘Xt.raordinaiy. Here was this eountiv 
clmroh crowded witli Lpfrvs; the olliciatin.u prii'sts, Indians Avitii 
hare feet; yet the huihlin.e: large and rich, hung wdth hhiek el(;tli, 
jiml liglited witli great ta]>ers, wliieh threw their gloomy rays on as 
mueh of tlie rieh gilding- lliat enerust' ^l llu; >valis as tiie lark pall 
left visible. 

AVe got into tlic carriage a "hasket of that most refiesliing of 
fruits, tlie. tuna, v.hich grow wild in ahundaiu e*}ill over the country. 
The tirst tinpe 1 unwarily juillul th<-m olV tie- Irers, I got niy lingers 
* full of the inuumerahle little prickles which cover the skin, and 
which it is very diflieult to get rid of.* 'the Indians have great 
dexterity in gathering and peeling them. Tlwn; are the green and 
the red taiut; tlie last the. laettier to look at, but n<»t nearly so agree¬ 
able a fruit as the other. 

AVJu'n we arrived at. Santiago, we sal. iIovn n to ilinuer b> the nuni- 
her of about lifty pe.isons; ami in the room jiext to us was a party 
still huger, of lowin’ degree, for all the woild has come to l)e present 
at this annual festivity. 

(itl).—The next movuiug we set olT eaviv to the plaza torfot. 
'The day was fresh and exliilarating. -\11 the. country iieople from 
si'veral leagues round w'eie assemlilcd. and thii tiees U]> to tli(*iv very 
topmost Iminehes presented a eollection (»f broji/e faces and black 
eves, belonging to the Indians, who laid (akdi llieir ])hiees there as 
(■omfortahly as sjieetatois in a one-shilliug gjillcry. A jdatlbrm 
o[)posite ours was Idled witli the wives ami dau.eliicrs of a.gents ami 
small fanners, little raiichi-ras, with short white gowns and rvhvzos. 
'I’liere w^as a very tolerable hand of music |'.Melu-d upon a natural 
orchestra. IJernardo and his men wcie -Aalkiug and riding about, 
ami j»ii-i>anng for ■•iction. Notliing could he more j»iclurcs(j[U<; than 
the whole, scene. 

r>cv(‘n humlR’d hulls wcrij driven in from the plains, iM-llo-wiiig 
loudly, so that the air was lilled. with tlieii lienniusie. 'J'he uni- 
versiil love which tlie Ale-xicaus have for tlicse sports amounts to a 
passion. All their money is reserved to buy new dresses for this 
oecasion, silver rolls or gold linings tor their liats, ojfciiew deerskin 
pantaloons and embroidered jackets with silver buttons. •Tlie acci¬ 
dents that happen are innumerable, hut nothing damps their ardour. 
It hnitm fujCr-kuniinj. Tile most striking part of the seene is the e\- 
traovdinarv facility wdiieli these men show in llirowdng the lasso, 
'riie hulls being all driven into an enclosure, one after another, and 
sometimes two or three at a time, were chosen from amon.gst them,, 
ami driven into the iihwa, where they W'ore received with shouts of 
ai>plaus(i if they apjiearod lievcii and likely to afVoi <l good s]>ort, or 
of irony if they turned to lly, which happened more than onci?. 

'riiree or four bulls are driven in. They stand for a moment, 
proudly leconnoitriiig their opponent.^, 't he hur'^enu a gallop up,. 
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iinued only witbi the lasso, ami with loud insulting cries oic ' An 
toroT challenge tlicm to the contest. Tlie hulls paw the ground, 
tlien plunge furiously at the hoi-ses, frequently wounding them at 
the first onset. Hound they go in fierce gallop, bulls and horsemen, 
amidst the cries and shouts of the sp(ictatois. The horseman throws 
the .lasso. The hull shakos his head free of the cord, tosses his horns 
proudly, and gallops on. But his fate is inevitable. Down comes 
the whirling rope and encircles his tliick neck. He is thrown down, 
struggling furiously, aud repeatedly daslics his liead against the 
ground in rage and despair. Tlien, bis logs being also tied, the man 
with the hissing red-hot iron in the form of n letter brands him on the 
side with the token of his dependence on the lord of the soil. Some 
of the hulls stand this martyrdom with Spailan J^eroism, and do not 
utter a cry; hut others, when the iron enters tln'ir liesli, hurst out 
into long bellowing roars, that seem to echo ll\i*ough the whole 
<‘Oiintry. They arc trfien loosened, gtit uiioii their legs again, and, 
like so many branded Cains, are ddvcii out into the conniry, to make 
way for others. Such roaring, such shouting, such an odour of singed 
hair and hiftek au mtarel, suich playing of music, and such wanton 
risks as were run by the men I 

I saw a toreador, who was always foremost in (everything, attempt¬ 
ing to drag a bull by the horns, when the animal tossorl his Iiead, 
and with one jerk of one lioni tore all the flesh off liis linger to the 
very bone. The man coolly tore a piece off a handkerchief, shook 
the blood of his finger with a slight grimace, bound it up in a mo- 
iiitiut, and dashed away U})on a new venture. One Mexican, extraor • 
(iinaiily handsome, with eyes liki^ an eagle, hut very thin and pale, 
is, they say, so covered from head to foot with wounds received in 
different huU-fights,^ that he cannot live long; yet this man was the 
most enthusiastic of them all. His master tried to dissuade him 
from joining in the sport this year; hut he broke forth into such 
imthetic entreaties, conjuring him “ by the life of the sefiorita,’’ &e. 
that he could not withhold his consent. 

After an enormous number of bulls had hoou caught and labclkd^ 
we went to breakfast. Wo found a tent prepared for us, formed of 
houglis of trees intertwined with garlands of white moss, like that 
which covers the cypresses at (]?iiapultei)ec, and beautifully orna¬ 
mented with red blossoms and 8('aiiet hen ies. Wo sat down upon 
heaps of wliite moss, softer than any cushion. The Indians had 
cooked meat under the stones for us, which 1 found horrible, siiielliug 
and tasting of smoke. But wc had a!so boiled fowls, and quantities 
of burning chtUy hot tortillas, atoM, or atolli, as the Indians call it, a 
species of cakes made of very fine maize and water, and sweetened 
with sugar or honey; einJbarrado,^, favourable composition of meat 
and very like mud-, as the name imports, which I lig,ve not yet 
made up my mind to endure; quantities of fresh tunas, granaditas, 
hanantis, aguacates, and otlier fruits, besides pitixim t\ discretion. 

The other people were asstjmblcd in eireh's under the trees, cooking 
fowls and boiling eggs in gipsy faslnon, in caldrons, at littk.* fir<.*s 
made with drj' branches; and the band, in its intervals of tortillas 
and pulque^ favoured us with occasional airs. After breakfast, wo 
walked out amongst tlui Indians, who had formed a sort of temi)o- 
rary market, and were selling pulque, chin, roasted elicsiints, yards of 
baked moat, and every kind of fniit. Wo tiicn returned to see a 
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L^reathnill-figlit, was ibllowt-tl by more Itemykroa: in sbort, 

sp<'nt tl)o wholf day aiiiOiigsi tlic foros, and ivtiirn<:d to dinner at six 
(/clock, some in coaclics, some on Imj-sobaek. In (lie evening, all the 
peoi>le danced in a lavgi! hall; but at eleven o’clock I c(nilil hiok on 
no longer, tor one of tlieso days in the hot snii is very fatiguing. Ne¬ 
vertheless, at two in the morning, these men, ho iiad gone tlirongh 
sueli vi(Jent oscToiBe, were still danciiig jaralu s. 

8th.—For scA'eral days we livid aiiiong-st Onlls and Indians, li e 
herradcroa contiuning, with the vui iations of eo/mr, y iding 1 iic balls, iSii'. 
Not the slightest slackening in the eagm-nc ss nf the nnm. Even a 
little boy of ten years <dd mounted a young bull one day, and with 
great dillb nlty and at a gnad ilsk succeeded in forcing biin to gallop 
round the circle. His fatlior loi>kedon, evidently frigliiein d to dcaili 
for the boy, yet too proud of his youthful prowess to attempt to stop 
him. 

At night, wl)( n I shut my eyes, I s«*<' b(‘fore me visions of luills' 
heads. Evi'^i wlien asleep I h<‘a» Hk iii roaring, or seem to listen to 
the shouts of loro!" Tln‘ last day ol' the hi’rrudrroa^ hy v.'ay of 

winding np, a bull was killed in honour V)f (’-n, autl a gn^at flag 

was sen! stn aming from a tree, on vhicb a flag was inscj-ihed in 
large lettei's, “Gloria al Senor Ministro de la Augusta Gristiniil" a 
piece (d* gallantry which J rcwaiih d vit h a pi(‘ce of gold. 

The animal, when d('ad, is givtui as a ])resent to the torendorea, 
and this hull, cut in pieces, they bniy with bis skin on, in a hole in 
the ground previously pnipariMl, wiMi a fire* in it, wbicli is then co- 
yiuvd (.wer with ( arlii and branches. During a. eevtain time it r(‘- 
maius baking in this natural oven, and the connnou people consider 
it a great delicacy Hu wliich I difler from Ihiau). 

Yesterdiu, u(‘ climbed to llie top of a sleep mountain, which cost 
us as much labour as if it bad InKm that steep path which “ leads to 
fame." Fortunately, it ha.s a good deal of u'ood. and wc had an 
occasional vest in Uk* shade. W(3 inoiinbsl tlu hill on horseback as 
far as liorses could go; but the principal ]*Hrt could only be performed 
on foot. Most of the party lemaincd ball'-vvay. W({ readied the 
toj), swinging ourselves uj) by the bram !a s, in places where it was 
nearly per])endicular. AVe were rewardeo. iirst by I be satisfadion 
oiKi always has in making good one’s intentions, and Mi‘Xt, by a w<m- 
d(‘rfully line and extensive view. Our retina was more agretjable. as 
tlu; weather, exeeiit in the beat of the noonday sun, is very cool in 
this part of tlui country. The hills are edveH .I chiefly with tijnas, 
low tirs, and numbers of shrubs with flowers and berries. 

Met on our return a borse.man, who came to aiinonn(;e the arrival yA 

a guest, Seuor ]-l-, iVom Ihiebla, who pre-ved a. pleasant addition 

to our society. • 

loth.—Aye? went out (‘arly this morning on borselMiek, and break- 
Tiustcil at a live l(*a^pies distaiii from Santiago, belonging to 

the widow of-’s ageiit, a good-looking, rcsj)e(;table. womati, who, 

alone, in this solitaiy place, brings up her eight children as she Ix'st 
can. ’rjn's may r* ally he can(‘d solitude. From oiu* year to the 
other she never sees :i. liutnan being cxcc]»l a]i f)C( asiomil Tndiau. 
She is well off, and everything in her house is clejin end comfortable. 
She liersi'lf manages the farm, and educates her clnldien to the best 
of lier abilitii'S, so that she mwer finds time to be dull. Slie. expected 
us. and y,rave us breakfast (w* being about twenty in number), con- 
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sisting of everything which that part of the country can affordand 
the i)arty certainly did justice to her excellent fare. She gave im 
fermented with the Juiee of the piiieai)i)le, wliich is very 

good. 

When the sun had gone down a little, we rode to the fine hacienda 
of Reyes, belonging to Sclior A-, where he is making and pro¬ 

jecting alterations and improvements. When wo left Reyes it bt'gaii 
to rain, apd we weri^ glad to accept the covering of scrapes, as we 
galloped over tlie ])Iains. We had a delightful ride. Towards even¬ 
ing the rain ceased, and the moon rose brightly and wdthont a 
eltnid; but ^yo. were certainly tiriid enough when we got home, hav¬ 
ing ridden in all ten leagues. 

17tb.—Those two <lays have been passed in ..ceing the iiiiileft 
marked. They are even more dangerous than the hulls, as tlu^y hiti^ 
most-fcroeiously wliilc in tlieir wild state. When tiirown down by 
the lasso, they snorts in tlic most extraordinary manner, like so many 
aldermen in an apoplectic nap, 

'riiis is, perhaps, the most useful and proiitable of all Mexican ani¬ 
mals. As beasts of burden and for draught, they are in use over 
t!ic wdiole republic, and are excellent forloiig journeys, being capable 
of enduring immense fatigue, i)articuliirly in those hilly parts of the 
eountry where there are no roads. Those vvhicli go in droves can 
carry about live luuidred pounds weight, going at tlic rate of tAvelvc 
or fourteen miles a-day, and in this w'ay they can perform journeys 
of more than a thousand miles. For constant use they are i)rcferab]e 
to horses, being so much less <lelicate, rccpiiriiig less care, and en¬ 
during move fatigue. A good pair of carriage mules Avill cost from 
live liimdved to a thousand dolhim 

After dinner Ave saw some of these wild creatures, that had just 
been caught, put into a carriage, each wuhl mule harnessed with a 
civilised one, and such kicking and Hinging ii]) of heels 1 never wit¬ 
nessed. However, the vwzos can manage anything; and in about 
half-an-liour, after mucli alternate soothing and lashing, they trotted 
along with the heavy coach after tliem, only rearing and plunging 
at decent intervals. 


Mexico, \2lh. 

We have passed ten days in the country, taking constant exercise, 
and liave been obliged to return home -atlier sooner than w'e should 
have Avished, in order to mark Queen YsabersDay with a diplomatic 
dinner. 

20th.—Our dinner has gone off as Avell as could be expected. The 
j)arty were twenty-six in number, consisting of his grace the arch- 
l>ishop, their cxcellciicies of the cabinet and corps diplomatique, toge¬ 
ther with Count Cortina, the Valencias, and Gorostizas. The gentle¬ 
men Avcrc in full uniform, the ladies m grande toilette, the archbishop 
in his robes. We Jiad a band of music in the gallery, and AvaJked in 
to the sound of the “Norma,” precedence being given to the arch¬ 
bishop, who took me, or rather whom I took, as 1 found some difti- 
eiilty in getting my arms into his robes. I helicA'c no blunders in 
etiquette Averc committed. The dinner lasted three and a-half mor¬ 
tal hours. Tlie archbishop proposed the health of her majesty the 
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qnoA, which wiis drunk staudinjr, the hand pcrlta-min.i; “God save 
tin* O.ncoTi.'’ I WMS dreadfully tired (thoiij^li in u. very ap^reeahlo 
position), and hav(* no doubt ovc'vy oin* cIno was ihc sanu*. it bcinuj 
cJcvcii \vlii*n w(; rcturuo<l to the <Irawing-mom, 

'J’lic arehhishoj/s fandliavs (wo ]n‘icsts who always acronipany 
him, ivKpcctahlo bhik (juttrth^ woro already in waitin.:^. As tor him, 
lie was as kind and asireeuhic as usual, and, a!‘te»' coffee, took Ins de¬ 
parture to the sound of iniisie. 


Lia’TER XXIX. 


jVovemUr. 

AVe r(;ee.ivi‘d a few days sinn* an iindtation to .'itt<*nd (he sumptuous 
mass, ajoiuady ^iveii hy the Asturian I’rotherhood in honour of (la* 
A^ir, 4 in of ravadon^a, in tin; tlmreli nl'Santo nt)min.L;o. The invita¬ 
tion h<*in^ juinted on hint* satin, wltl; ;;old la< e ami tassels, seems 
wortliy of a place in a box of wax liumes, which will he sent hy the 
next ]);iekel. 

d’he ehiirelj was snjx'ildy decorated, and only -dressed people 
W’(Te admitted, ^n was carried nil' t<* a pv>st «)f honour near the 
altar, and a j)adre jj:a vi* me a velvet elniir. Tin* music was hoantifnl, 
but t*.H» j^ay for a elmreh. There were viniins and wiinl instnunents, 
and sevt ral amateur playei-s. Some j)ie'4s from ti»<‘ “Ghoval de 
Bronze” weri' very wi ll played. The sermon, ]>reaehed hy Guerrero, 
a ehanoiiie who has some reputation as an orator, contained a pru¬ 
dent dcjijree of praise of tlu; Siiauiards, ajnl even of a kinuj, conid 
that kinj:^ he a prbtt/o. 

Odth.—Wo dined yesterday at Taeiiha\.% win-re the -a family, 

jvivlienlarly the la<lies of the family, au- in a state of the j^rcatest 
uiK'asiness. 

I had just wriUt'ii thest; words when T '••■”Mn, t«» my great astonlslu 
ment, to nwk u]^ ainl down, chair, table, and mys‘ if. Siidderdy, tin; 
i'ooin, the walls, -ill Ix'gan to moAe, and the Ihnu- to he.ave like the 
waves of the sea! At first 1 imagined that f was giddy, but alunv;' 
ImnuMliately saw that it was an eartlnpiaki- VVe all ran, or ratln r 
.staggered as w’ldl as we could, into the g/ill<Ty, wdnuv; tlie servant; 
were alinady rang(‘d <.>n their knees, praying and crossing themselvis 
w ith all their might, 'riu; shock lasted above a minnt<^ and a-huli‘ 
and 1 holiovc lias done no injury, except in frightening the whole 
po[)ulation and erai.king a few old walls. All Mexico was on its 
knees while it lasted, ev»;n tJie poor madmen in San Hi]n)lito, \vhie}> 

A-had gone to visit in com])aiiy witli Sefior-. I have Jiad a 

feeling of sea-sickness ever since. They expi'Ct a return of tlic shock 
in twenty-four hours, flow dreadful a scvi-re (‘artlnpiake. must he! 
How terrihlc it is to feed tliis la*aving of llio soli<l • arth, to lose our 
cmifideiieo in its st;curity, and to he reiuindcfl tliat tlu* ele'inents of 
destruction, which lurk beneath our feet, are yt-t swifter and mor»; 
])ow'erfiil to destroy than tho.se which arc above us! 

' 1 TiTT—’ tI 4 .t* fif.v. tif flvit r-/if *1 
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little clerk who had just entered the house with a packet of ’/cttcrs 

for C-^ 11 . He did not kneel, but sat down upon the steps as pale 

as death, lookini^ as “croam-fjuicd” as the messenger toMachetli: 
and when tlio shock was over, he was so sick that he ran out of tiic 
house without making any remarks. The scarlet huemmyu, with a 
loud shriek, llcw from its perch, and performed a zigzag flight tlirougii 
the air, down to tlie troul3led fountain in the court. 

All the fuinitmc we ordered from the United States arrived sonn^ 
time ag<j, a mass of legs and arms. Tables, -wardrobes, &e. were, I 
believe, all sold for the mahogany, at Yera Cruz. The mirrors also 
arrived in powder. This must be OAving to bad ])acking, since our 
most dt^licate tliing-s frojii London, such as crystal, porcelain, &c. 
have arrived in excellent condition. 

20th Uccemher.—'I'liis morning we rode to San Joaquin, whcri‘ wc 
met the jirior, on his Avay to l^Iexico to eonress tlic old jiriovcss of the 
convent of Santa I’eresa. He turneil back, and accpmpaiiiisd us 
during all the rest of our ride. He rotlc with us to Taeubaya, round 
the traces of the ruins, and to the fine old church and dismantled 
convent, where wc dismounted, and having taken off our riding, 
hats, accompanied the prior througli the deserted cloisters into the 
old church; and 1 imagine wo must have looked very picturesque, 
I in my riding-habit, and the sandalled friar in his white robes, 
kneeling side by side, on the broken steps of the altar. He is so 
pleasant and well-informed that he is a particularly agreeable com¬ 
panion. 


LETTER XXX. 


25 ?// Decemher. 

Oiieistmas-day! One year this <*vcning since W(^ made our entry 
into Mexico. What a different aspect everything lias assumed to us 
ill one 3 ’ear! Then every object was new, e veiy face that of a stranger. 
Noav we are siiiTounded by familiar .sights and sounds, ami, above all, 
by friendly faces. But though novelty, which has its charms ami also 
its dimyrhnens^ has gom,*, nothing in Mexico evviv appears common¬ 
place. Everything is on a large scale, and everything is i>ietureS(iue. 
4'hen there is so much interest attached to its old buildings—so much 
to see, even though there arc no sighU and no show-])laccs, unless W(5 
are to put in that class the Miueria, Museum, (^atlusdral, IJnivei’sity, 
and Botamc Garden, usually visited by travellers—tluit at whatever 
period wc may leave it, 1 feel convinced wc shall regret some point 
of interest that avc have l(*ft unvisited. 

Some days ago coloured cards, jiriiitod in gilt letters, were sent 
round, inviting all the senator’s friends to the mass, in this form:— 

J-6 B-o (3-a requests that you will honour him with your presence and 

that of your family, in the solemn function of kalends and mass, with w'hich he 
annually makes an humble reinembranco of the birth of the Saviour, which festivity 
will take place on the morning of the 24t1i of this month, at nine o'clock, in the 
parish church of the Sugrario of the Holy Cathedral. 
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wc ^vorc .‘ill assembled in the choir; Don D--0 in his 

Tiiiit'onu, dark Iduo and ^^old, >ve in inantilliis. The chmch looked 
very splendid, and, as usual on these occjisions, no Uperos were admit¬ 
ted; therefore the crowd was very defiant and select. The a^ir 

eiit oil* Inilliantly. Four or live of the idrls, and several of the mar¬ 
ried women, have sti])erb vou;c‘s: and not one of all those- who sanje 
in chorus Ijas a bad voice. The tincKt J almost ever heard is that of 

tile .Sefiorita (•-. Were slic to study in Italy, J venture to predii I 

that she iiii;rht rival Grisi. Such depth, power, extension, and sw'eet- 
uess, w itli siu h richness of tunc in the upi)er notes, arc very rarely 
united. She sanp: a solo in such tones tluit T thoiiglit the people 
Ih.-Iow luus; have felt inc1in<‘d to appluiul There lire others whosi^ 
voices are jniieh more eullivated, and who have inlinite.y more 
sciciic<‘. 1 speak only of the raw material. The orcliestra was really 
good, and led bv a first-rate musician. I was thankful when my 
[)art of the. entertainment was ov<*r, and I could give my undivided 
attention to the otliei-s. The <‘elebration lasted four hours, but there, 
was rather a long seniiou. You will sluutly receive a detfiiled ac¬ 
count of the whole, which is to he publislied in the Mexican annual, 
called “ L’lic Ladies’ Guide.” 

'riiis is th(! last night of what are called the Vosadas^ a curious mix¬ 
ture of redigion and amusement, but extremely pretty. The, tnoaning 
is this: At tlie time that the deeree went forth from (^esar Augustus, 
that ‘ all the w orld should be ttixed,” the Virgin and Joseph, having 
< oiiu* out of Galilee to Judea to he iuscrihcal ior the taxation, found 
IlctidcheJu so full of ]>eople, who had ari ived from all parts of the 
world, that they wandered about for nim; days, w’lthout finding ad- 
mittaiK-e into any house or tavern, and on the ninth day took shelter 
ill a manger, where, the Saviom* was horn. For eight days this wan- 
<le.iing of tliii Holy Family to the dilfcrent posodas is represented, and 
seems morti inteiidi^ii for an amusement to the cliildrcn than aiiy- 
tldng serious. We went to the luarquesa’s at <ught u'cloek, an<l 
alxuit nine the ceioinouy commenced. A lighted taper was put into 
tile luimls of each lady, ami a processiun was fiumed, two by tw'o, 
which marched all through the house, tlu* corridors and walls of 
wliieli were ail dcctuated wUh evorgreem ;ind lamps, the wdiole jiariy 
singing the litanies. K—- walked wilii the dowager manpiesa; 
and a group of littU* children, dressed as angels, joined the proces¬ 
sion. 'riicy worii little robes of silver or gold llama, ))Jumes of wliite 
leathers, and a ]iiofusiou i»f lino diamonds and pearls, in handaaux, 
brooches, and necklaces, w hite gauze wings, and white Kitin shoes, 
embroidered iu gold. 

.At last the procession drew up before a door, and a shower of fire- 
w'orks was sent flying over our heads, J suppose to represent tJu; 
des(.(?nL of the angels ; for a group of ladies appeared, dressed to re¬ 
present the shepherds who watched their lloeks by night iiiiou the 
]>hiins of Bethlehem. Then voices, supposed to he those of Mary 
ami Joseph, struck up a hymi», in wliieh tliey begged for admittunee, ’ 
SMving that the niglit was cold and dark, that the wind hlcw" hard, 
and that they prayed for a night’s shelter. A chorus of voices from 
Avitliin lefuseil admittance. Again those without entreated shelter, 
and at length declared that she at tlie tloor, wIk) tliiis wandered in 
the iiiglfi, Jind had not wdiere to lay licr head, w'as the Queen of 

^ i ” .. , 
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Holy Family entered siiigin.ur. The scene witliin was very pretty ; 
a narimirnfo. Vliitftnins, strctcliiii'j: all round the room, were covered 
with moss, on whhdi were disposed ^^roups of waxTij^ures, tenoral!v 
represtJiitinj? jmssa.'^i s I'ltuii different ])arls of the New TiiKtiiment, 
thouf^h somotinu's they bef»in with Adam and Eve in pa-radise. 
There were tlie Annunciation, tin; Salutation of Mary to Elizaladh, 
the Wisi; Men of tlie East, the Shejfficrds, the t’lif^ht into Egypt. 
There were green IretfS and fruit trees, and little fountains that east 
np fairy columns of w'ater, and flocks of sheep, and a little cradle in 
which to lay the Infant Christ. Oin* of the angels held a waxen 
baby in lier arms. The whole was lighted vorj^ brilJiantly, and or¬ 
namented with ffowors and garlands. A padre took tlie balw from 
the angel, and placc'd it in tin* cradle, and the pomda was eomjdeted. 

Weihen r^^turm^<l to tlie drawing-room; angels, shepherds, and 
all, and danced till supper-time. The supper was a sliow for 8we( t- 
inoats and cakes. 

27fch.—We had a very cRiw«lcd party last evening, I think the 
best w'o have had yet; a fact which J mention, hecaiise I triumph in 
my opinion, that tlicse weekly i^artios would succeed in Mexico, 
having prove<l correct. 

1 have lately been engaged in search of a cook, \vith as iiuK;h ]>er- 
tinacity as .laphct in search of his father, and with as little success 
as lie had in liis iirelhiiinary ijiqiiiries. One, a l<>enchman, I found 
».)ut liad boon tried for murder; another was said to bo deranged; a 
third, who announced himself as tlu*. great(‘st artiste who had yet 
»'.:ondescond(;d to visit Mexico, demanded a salary which ho <’on- 
sidered suitable to his abilities. I tried a female Mexican, iii spite 

her flowing hair. She seemed a decent woman and tolerable 
<;ook: and, altliongb our Frcjuh honst*koe}.K?r and j)rime miMister 
•luul deserted us at our ul.most need, wo ventured to b>ave tluj hons(^, 
iind to Rj)end the day at 'racubaya. On our return, fonml the whole 
estahlishment nnahi<i to stand! Cook tipsy, soldiers ditto, ffahpina 
<dightly intoxieateel: in short, the house taking care of itst'lf; no 
a/tfwdmy/orcf? hut tlut coachman.and footman, who have been with 
us some time, and appear to be excellent servants. I am, however, 
promised a good Mexican housekeeper, and trust that souui order 
will h(; established under her government; also, a Chinese cook, 
with a celestial character. 

Letters from Spain, announcing the speedy anival of a secretary 
of legation and another attache. 

1st Januarj% 1841.—A happy New Year to all! Wo began it by 
attending early mass in Sail iVancisco, about the cleanest church in 
Mexico, and most frequented by the better classes. "J’hcre you may 
have the good fortune to jjlace yourself between two* well-dressed 
women, but you arc equally likely to find your neighbour a beggar 
with a blanket; liesides, the floor is nearly as dirty as that of the 
i-athedral. This dirtiness is certainly one of thii grc.atest drawbacks 
to human felicity in this beautiful country, degrading the noble 
edifices dcdicatctl to the worship of God, and destroying the beautiful 
works destined for the benefit of his creatures. I’lie streets, tho 
churches, tlK\ theatres, the market-place, the people, all are con- 
taminated by this evil. The market-place is indeed full of flowers,, 
arid green hranchos, and garlands; but those who sell the flowers. 
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othoi^visc l»c th<‘ ])rottit*st possiblo picture is completely destroy(Ml. 
In the theatre there are a series of siiti'ocatiiij^ odours, especially in 
tlic (Iiinly-Vej:hlcd txu’i idors, which arc aiiytliin;^ hut a;;:rceal)le. The. 
custom of kueeliui^ on the door in church seems littiniu: ami «levont; 
luit there stjrely can he no reason why the Hour of a sacred Imildiiij;- 
should not he Ke])t scrupulously clean, or why tlic lower elasses 
'^iKUild not hi‘ ohlip:ed to dress themselvi'S with common decency. 
Those who are nnahk; to d<j so, though ]u-ohahIy tlnu'e are no(. half-a- 
dozen pfiople in Mexico who do not wear ra;^s merely from indolence, 
sliould certainly have a plactj set apart for them, in which case this 
ail- of s<jualid ))ovcrty w'ould no doubt disappear. On occasion of 
any particui,»r tele, tlu* chmvh is wiished ami hej 4 :ij:ars are e.\cludial, 
ami then ind(‘e<l these nohlc cdiliccs seem littinji^ temples whiU'ein to 
V. orslii]) the Most llij^h. 

On other days, in addition to the Icpn-na ^especially in the cathe¬ 
dral), tlu‘ Lmlian women ar»‘ in Oie habit •‘f he;naine: their hahies ami 
haskots of v«‘,m‘tal>l<*s to <-liureh, ami the liahii s on llu-ir juirl. an* in 
tin* habit of screaniin.u,-, as hala. s will when ihey eonsidiT ihcmstdves 
neuh'cpMl, 'J'his may Ik* <lilh<*ult to amend, thejioor woman havin.^ 
I'ome in Horn her villa.uc, ami jicrforct* hroiieht lier proiyeny with 
lu-r; luit tlic strong-, stout man iii rays, who prefers heyyiny l.o w'ork- 
iuy; tJic half-naked woman whowuuild « onsider lierstdf lieyraded hy 
doiny anything to lietler her eoiiditioii, t‘xeept askiiiy for alms; the 
iloys w!ii<‘l) wamler U[) ami down diiviny divine service*; all these 
miyht ln^ brouyht n* <.rdcr hy jiniper vejjulations. 

Not withstanding all thrse ilrawh.uks, 1 have sometimes eonijiarcd 
ill my owui mind, tlx* appi-arama* oi' a fas)iionai>l(‘ Lomion eha.p<d 
with that, of a. Mexican elnireh on the oeeasion of a solemn fete, and 
(he coiuiiarison iseertainly in favour of tlx* latter. Tlie oix* liyht, 
airy, and ya\. with its velvet-lined ])ews, its fashionaiile preacher, 
ihe hnliis a lit I le s|e<-])y affii ihe last niyht’s opi'ni, hut dressed in 
;lx‘ im.)st el'cyant niorniii". (f*ili't. and eastiny furtivi* yiam-csal La-dy 

-'s honnel and featlx-is, and at J\lrs. -'s cashmere sliawl or 

invciy i‘rmiix‘ pelisse, ami i‘.\« Iianyin.y a. ti w J'ashionahh- nothings at 
ill. door, as ihe Idnlmen let flown the sle;.-. of tlx ir yav etjuipayes; 
lie- M I <■' stately, ami ylfxuny, am: showing no flistinetion (jf 

la.nk; llxi llof»r Cfivercfl witli kii'xliny ti'-jires, some envel<i])ed in 
liie ot!x rs in tlx* mantilla, and all alike flevoiit, at leii'-t in 

fuilward seeiuiny; no slxiw’y <U-ess, ixu' yay lionmt, mu* lashiois. 
able mantle, tfi cause tlx* evi* fjf tiie poor to wamler with eliv> 
admiration. Apparently eonsideririy themselves alike, in tlx? siyliu 
of heaven, ihe ])(*asant and the marijiu’sa Kneel siih; hy shh*, willi 
little flistinetion of dress; ami all appeared occiipifMl \vill^ their o-.vn 
(h vfilions, vvithfiut olisfirviny either their neiyhhour’s dress or deyj'ic 
f.r devoutness. lleliyious lei'liny may he etpially stnuiy in (lie 
iVeipieiiters fff hoth places of worship; hut as iony as we ])ossess 
senses whieli can he aflecti'd hy external fihjei ts, the. pnihahiiities f»t‘ 
the mf»,-.l urnliviflefl devotional feeliny ao*. in faNfinr f»f (lx* latt'-r. 
'J'he eye will wamler; tlie tlionylits will follow wdien; it 1; ads. in 
ihe one ease it rests on eleyant forms and fasliiouahle tf>ilets; in tlui 
fUlier. it sees noihiny hnt a mass of dark and kneelijiy tiynres, or a 
repn Sf'ntatuui of holy ami Scriptural subjects. 

Ho\Vf“Vf r, fine eonseffueiice of the exee,ediny dirtim'.ssof tlu* Mf*xicaii 
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way of their eallinc? as from devotion, is, that a f^n'at part of the 
prineipal familiifS in^ro, havinpr oratories in their houses, liave enj^ap^ed 
the services of a padre and have mass at lioine. ^J’hero is a small 

chapel in the hontm of (jcneral 11-a, the handsomest house in 

Mexico, where there is a Virp^iii carved in >vood: one of the most 
<;xquisitc pieces of senl])turc that can be s<icn. 'I'lic faiT is more than 
anpfeUc: it is rlivine; hut a divine nature siiffcrinp: mortal anufuish. 

27th.—On the first of Fehruaiy we hope to s(^t oil* on an (5X]M‘dirion 

to the tierrn calimfr, from which (•-^n returmul some time ap:o. 

AVe have, hy p:ood fortune, procured an excellent M(‘xicau liouso- 
keeper, under whose auspices cverytliinpj has assume<l a vijiy dilhuviit 
aspect, and to whose care we can (‘ntrust the lionse when we j^o. 
Xothinpr remarkable has occurred here lately; tlu; usual voutiiu* oi‘ 
ridinp; on horseback, ^isitiiipf in carriapre, walkin.u^ very i.irely in the 
Alameda, drivinpr in the ]^asi'*o, <linin.i; at "racubaya., t.ni‘ thnio wec^kly 

itoireh, A'aricd by a diplomatic dinner in th(‘'houstt oftlu^-miuisbu*, 

and by the dinner of the English <-lnb, who nu^t here yeshnday; l)y 
a sale of books after dinner, in wliicb the president of tlie soeiety 
lined me five <iollars for keeping a stupid old ])oem ])ast tlu? tim<*, 
upon which I moved that the jioem sliouhl be presented to nu‘, wliieli 
w as carried nem. con. 

We JiaA^e been strongly advised not to attem])t this Journey, and 
the stories of robbers and robb(»ries, related by cnMlible ])(!rsons, arc 
not encouraging. Robbers, bad roads, liovrilile heat, poisonous 
animals: many are the difliculties ])rognosticate<I to us. Tin* S(‘ason 
is already ratluu- advanced, but it has luicn impossible for us to s<*t 
off sooner. Onr next letters wdll be written either during onr 
Journey, should we linil the opportunity, or after our return. 


LETTER XXXI. 

Atlacatnuk'o, 2n(l Fehrmtry. 

A QUIET day iu a hospitable eountry-lionse, too sunii\ to go out, and 
nothing else to do, are temptations sutti i(‘nt to indnee me to sit 
down and give yon an account of onr proceedings dining tla^se last 
two days. Ycisterday, the iirst of Ee.brnayv, at four in tlic morning, 
verv skMqiy, wo set off in the diligence wdiieli we had lakcm for onr- 
selves; onr sole luggage, two portmanteaux and a carp(‘.t bag; our 
dresses, dark strong calico gowns, large Panama bats, rehozos tied on 
like scarfs, and thick green barege veils. A g«>vernnient escort of 
four soldiers with a corporal, renewed four tim(‘S, accomjianied ns as 
far as Cuernavaca, which is about eighteen leagues from Mexico, and 
the entrance, as it were, to the tierra cxdientc. Tlies(? are supposed 
sufficient to irighteii away three times the number of robbom, w hose 
daring, howevm’, inis got to siieli a height, that no <lilig(*mv now 
arrives from Puebla without being robbed; Six robberi(‘s have 
happened there iu tlie last fortnight, and the road to <hu‘rnavaea is 

- .-w Iir, .JU,. _ 
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nmf ciirried witli lis ii basket of cold meat and ^vino, as tlierc is 
iiolluiie. on llu rofid tbat can be called un inn. AVlieu we set otF it 
was cooi. enbi; tluj astral lamps were out, and the groat solar 

Jainp WiH not yet jigbted. 


l;i(t I’livi' loh.'it'T bo:l{ <i, tip inovn 
I'ru'.n i)!.ick to rc»l b*-^an to turn. 

r. *■. • bad reaebed San Agiisiin, wliere we elianged 

‘ . Ms« !t riuvbling ns to see all tin* borroi*s of tb(‘ 

, mmiim tied heantilnl vdlaue wiiii its trees and 

griee .. :■ '■". iite nioiiiitaiti. amongst great \oleani«: meks. a. 

i< iiv.jn ,.i j iid pa-SvS In tlie \illag4- of Ajiiseo, a misorabJo 
rolilM i's t'el lie. \u\\ as Ave lookrd back from this barren 

Irael, wbn. ilu' sn.i wa^ i>i* eLii!': ov« r lie* snniinils of tbtf monii- 
lains, Avas very M'a. O ii« Os t : ieililiiv and wildness, in its 

\,isi exit lit :»l :.i tin;, and mII. with lht‘is groves ami gartlens, and 
in its tine vii w ot :\b*xie{j its- it, •\ bin and gliitering in the distance. 

nn‘ni.tjon c-i Ajiise-i. « |otlj. i. with ilaiK fon'sts of pine, frow'Jied 
mi (MU' ligld, iimi lt‘«.»k« d v.e.rtbvoi i< . bvis-and-li:iunt«*d re]>ntation. 
\l ^inarda, a. e.*)I<‘edoij o$ jsiis«*r d-ie Imts, w»‘ ebangial horses, 

■ j •elii.cl some 'ous-looking iVijoK-s j/j dirty saiiecrs, Avbieli 

..!•<’•.■<! !<» us; n | roof l.otii Inal vv- Aoiiiig tliivelJem in 

d..' .-o'.i! tv. end ill.,' we iMd iioi, evluiiisn'd our basket of eivili/aal 
MbT. 

I'b* inad Wwiiiid roundtbrongli a s.i-t of roeks and woods 

til! -./e I -j, !' ( i-ij, thl . the i.uu<;iUs being of eouistU‘oftez, 

the (loss, 4( i> s.tid, ^Nas jilanted then* b' him io Jinirk the 
lijiiils ('i' bi lei’.itorv,-a rather oi tliat •\bi<’b llu' Imliau emperor 
i;:id j'.ssigiiei bi.'.t. ' iwo o’eloek tie* beat beeaiiie ilitt'liSi*, 

ami Av.‘ !ie..;}in ami Jo ba-l syni))t<*»,is of oin approaeli t(» tie* 

//. rrn. (iiiivittc. 

We ani.vd. at I’j Imb.an \iilsige ol >h-u'ldhufor, uldeb is ratliei 
tiJ' 11 ^. u d b . e.i!'* o. <-, 0 , ,n,,{ .1 »ood inai, t iloweriiiy lr«*es; and fitnn 

ili-- ' Uiih'-Me-' " I, b y- IS siimded tin- in* \>- \ isible. 

’riu‘diliLn-ii.. ;!.)w l-.-gaii galloping dowji the lot k\ jiml stony de- 
lit. 'I b.- M-i.up'-lo-.-ki d e\eii more arid iban before; tin* v(‘g(‘t;i. 
lioii moT" drii'd Jio. 'noI a. tiee; lull lieie ludiln r.-, a! long intervals, 
lejitliery (oeoM oi a palm, ami oetasionaliy some beaiiliiul, nnknoAvn 
wild flowers. l‘uil tli'- luail. the dust, the jolliugl When at leiigtl: 
w<* lattleil tlii fuigi) (.m nia.v,ie;,. and stopped hefore ibe (piic:t-lo<»kiiig 
inn, it AVJis nitli joy tliut wv badi; adien, J<»r .mmuc time atlejist, tojdl 
diligences, eoaebes. and earrijiges, luiv'ing to trust for tlie future to 
tmjrdegged < onve.vjjm es. wliieU we can guide ;is Ave plejise. 

t'uermivuea iruu's horny the am ieiil l^iaulunilinae, was om.' of the 
lliivtv i dies Avbieli Cliarle^. the l•’iftll gave to t'ortes, jiml Jillerwards 
foniietl part of the. estates »>t the Duk<‘ of iMontdeoiic, representative 
of the family of Cories, us !\Jari|uis of the Vnlbiv of UaJiK u. It avjis 
eelebnited by the ancient write.is for its beauty, its deligiitful climate), 
and tlie stixmgth of its situation; defenderi i»u ou*- side; by steep 
mountains, and on*the otlier by a ]irei:ii>itoiis ra\ine, Ihrougb whieli 
ijin a stream Avliieli ibe Spaniards crosse;el by mejins of two great 
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:i natural bridge. It was the capital of the Tlahuica nation, 'Und, 
sifter the conquest, Cortes built here a splendid palace, a church, and 
a convent of Franciscans, believing that he had laid the foundation 
of a great city. And in fsict, its delicious climate, the abundance of 
the water, the minerals said to exist in the neighbourhood, its line 
trees, delicious fruits, and vicinity to the capital, all combined to 
render it a flourishing city. It is, however,' a place of little import¬ 
ance, though so favoured by nature; and tlie compieror’s palace is a 
half-mined barrack, though a most picturesque object, standing on a 
•hill, behind wliich starts up the great white volcano. There are some 
good houses, and the remains of the church which (fortes built, cele¬ 
brated for its bold arch; but wo were too tired to wn% about mucli, 
and waited most anxiously for the arrival of horses and men from the 
sugar Instate of Don Ansehno Zurutuza, at Atlacaniuli..o, where we 
were to pass the night. 

The house where the diligence stopped Avas formerly remarkable 
for the fine garden attached to it, and bidongcd to a wealtiiy proprie¬ 
tor. We sat down amongst the fruit-trees, by the side of a clear 
tank, and waited there till the arrival of our horses and guides. It 
was nearly dusk when they came; the sun had gone down, the even¬ 
ing was cool and agreeable; land after much kicking, luid spurring, 
and loading of mules, and harking of dogs, we set off over hill ami 
ilalc, through pretty wild scemuy, as far as wc coukl distinguish by 
the faint light, climbing hills anil crossing streams for tAVO leagues; 
till at length the fierce fires, pouring from the sugar oven chimneys 
of Atlacamulco, gave us notice that avc Avere near our haven for the 
night. Wc galloped into the court-yard, amongst dogs, and negroes, 
■and Indians, and Avere hrwpitably received by the admiuistrador (the 
agent). Greatly were we divided betAveen sleep*and liungcr; but 
hunger gained the Auctory, and an immense smoking supper received 
our most distinguished attention. 

This morning, after a refreshing sleep, avc rose and dnissed at eight 
o’clock—^latc hours for the iicrm caliente, and tlicn went out into the 
coffee plantation and omnge walk. Anything so lovely! Tlie orange- 
trees were covered AvitU tlieir golden fruit and fragrant blossoms; tlie 
lemon-trees, tbending over, formed a natural arch, which the sun 
could not pierpe. Wo laid ourselves down on the soft grass, con¬ 
trasting this day with the preceding. The air was soft and balmy, 
and actually heavy with the fragrance of the orange blossom ami 
starry jasmine. All round the orchard ran streams of the most deli¬ 
cious clear water, trickling with sweet music; and noAV and then a 
little cardinal, like a bright red ruby, would piTch on the trees. We 
pulled IxRypicts of orange blossom, jasmine, lilies, double red roses, 
and lemon leaves, and wished wc could have transported them to 
you, to those lands Avhere winter is now wrapping the Avorld in bis 
Avhitc winding-sheet. 

The gardener, or coffee-planter—such a gardener!—^Don Juan by 
name, with an immensi^ black heard, Mexican hat, and military sash 
of crimson silk, came to offer us some orangeade; and ha ving sent 
to the house for sugar and tumblers, pulled tlie oranges from the 
trees, and drcAV the Av^ater from a clear tank overshadowed by blos¬ 
soming branches, and cold as though it had hScii iced I'herc cer¬ 
tainly is no tree more beautiful than the orange, Avith its golden 
-.-.’i -T.-. 7,SO ill'll- 
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cionft a fni^^rancc. \Vc felt this morning as if Atlaeamulco were an 
(. iirthly paradise. 

As for tlui interior of these haciendas, they are all pretty much 
alikt*, so far asAve have seen: a great stone building, which is ncithe) 
iarin itor c-ountry-house (according to our notions), but has a cha¬ 
racter peculiar to itself: solid enough to stand a siege, with floors of 
])ainte<i hriek, Inrge deal tables, wooden benches, junnted chairs, innl 
whitewashed wadis; one or two paintod or in»n iM-dstcads, only put 
up Avhen wanted; miniberless empty rooms; kitchen and out-houws; 
the conrt-yaid a great siiuavc, round whicli stand the houKc for boil¬ 
ing the sugnr, with furnaces blazing dav and night; the house with 
machinery tor (‘Xtrocting the junto from the ciimt, tlie refill in g-rooius, 
the i>laces whore it is dri(*d, v^c. all on a large scale. 11 the hacienda- 
is, as here, a cofl’ec plantation also, then tJierc is the great mill for 
separating the b'ans from the chalF, and soimttirncs also there are. 
buildings ^luae they make brandy, lieic then* are four hundred 
men ein])lo>'ed, exclusive of boys, one liundre.d horses, and a number 
of mules, 'fhe iiroperty is generally \ciy extensive, eontaiiiiiig tli(^ 
lields of sngar-eanc, plains for cattle, and the pretty plantations of 
coffee, so grertn ami spring-like; this one toiitaining upwards of 
lifty thousand young iilants, all fresh and vigorous, besides a groat 
deal (»f nneultivatial ground, abaudomal to the deer, and hares, and 
'{iiails, of which there arc great ahuiidam e. For four months in the 
vear 1h<‘ tiernt caUeidp. must be a jiarailisc, and it has tlie advantage 
over the (;oasts, in being quite free from yellow fever. But the heat 
ill summer, and the number of poisonous insects, are great draw- 
itjieks. Of thes(‘, the a/acrann, or .seor))i<»ns, which liauiit all the 
lu)iis»‘s, aiL amongst the womt. Their sting is ixiisonoiis. and, to a 
child, deadly, which is cuic of the many reasons ivhy these estates 
are l(‘ft entirely to tiio ehargi; of an agent, and though visited occa¬ 
sionally by tlie projirieior, rarely lived in by tJic family, 'riieelfeets 
are. more or less violent in diflereiit coiistitiilions. Some per.sf)ns will 
11 ‘iiiaiii for eig>lit days in convulsions, foaming at the mouth, and the 
stomach swelled as if by dropsy; others, b\ iuinualiate reitiedies, do 
Mot suffer much. The chief euros are hrandy, taken in siilUeicnt 
quantitiijs to stiquly the patient, guiaeum and boiJi^ silk, which 
last is considered most efficacious. In Durango tliey are particularly*^ 
numt‘rous and vt iioiiious, so that a reward is givi^n for so many head 
of scorjiions to tlic boys there, to encourage them t«) destroy them. 

'Phe Hidiora-, who lives there, feels no iiieonvenicncc from their 

sting, Imt the scorpion which stings her iiiimpdiately dies! It is 
(ircteiided that they pr<‘f<*r dark people to fair, which is to suppose 
lluuii v<5ry diseriminating. Though as yet then* have been few seen 
in tlu^ houses, I must confess that we feci rather uneasy at night, and 
si rujuiloiisly e.\amine our hcils and ilicir environs before venturing 
to go to sleep, 'riio walls biung purposely whitewashed, it is not 
difficult to detect them; but where the roofs arc formed of l»eains, 
they an^ very apt to drop through. 

TIktc are other venomous n*ptiles, for ivhost; sting thi‘rc is no re¬ 
medy; and if you would like to liave a list of those intercHting crea¬ 
tures, according to the names by which thiy are know n in these 
jiarts, T can furnish you w’ith one fi'om the bi'st authority. These, 
ho\v(*ver, arc generally to be found about outliouses, and only occa- 
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viper of hoaiitiful colours; the cornlillo, a viper of a coral cotrmr 
with a black head; the vinagrillo, an animal like a larj^e cricket. 
Yon can discover it, when in the room, hy its stronf? smell of vine- 
jiar. It is orange-colonred, and ta])S upon the por^n whom it 
crawls over, withont giviiij^ any pain, hut leaving a long train of 
<leadly poison. 1 have fancied that J smelt vin(*gar in every room 
since hearing this. The mlamanqiiesa^ whose hit(5 is fatal: it is 
shaped like a lizard ; the eslabonciilo^ which throws itself upon yon, 
and if prevented from biting you, dies of spite; the cmeoatl^ which 
has five feet, and shines in the dark; so that fortunately a warning 
is given of the vicinity of these animals in different ways; in some 
l»y the odour they exhale, in somts l>v the light tht / emit, and in 
others, like the rattlesnake, hy the sound they give out. 

Then there is a beautiful black and red spider, called the chineJa- 
qmli, whos(! sting sends a ])ain through all your bones; the only cure 
for which is to be sliut up for several days in a room thick with 
smoke, 'riiere are also the tarnnlula and cammpuhja spiders. Of the 
first, which is a shocking-looking, soft, fat creature, covered with 
dark hair, it is said, that the horse which treads on it instantly loses 
its hoof; but this wants confirmation. Of the Rcor])ionR, tiie small 
yellowish-coloured ont*s are the most dangerous, and it is ]»reteiided 
that their sting is most to he apprehended at mid-day. The work- 
men occasionally eat th(;ni, after pulling out th<* sting. The tlesh 
of the viper is also eat<m roasted, as a remedy against eTU])tions of 
the skin. Methinks the i*emedy is worse than the tlisease. 

As we are very anxious to visit the celel)rate<l cave of Cacaua- 
milpa, near the city of Cautlamilpa, and also to sec as much of the 
lihrra caliente as possible, we hav^^ (ietermined, though with regret, 
to leave our pleasant (piarters at Atlaeamulco to-morrow morning, 
at two o’clock, A.M. As there are no inns, we are furnished witli 
letters of recommendation to the proprietors of the cJiief liaciendas 
in these parts. Formerly, there was so much hospitality Jierc that 
an annnal sum (three thousand dollars, it is said) waii assigiuMl hy 
the proprielors to their agents for the recejition of travellers, whether 
j'ich or ]>oor, and whether recommended or not. . . . 

Onr plan visiting the cave lias been nearl\' frustrated hy the 

arrival of (hmeral C-s, a neiglibouring proprietor, Avho assure<l 

us that we were going to undertake an impossibility; that the bar¬ 
rancas, by which we must piws to arrive at the cave, were imiiassa- 
hle for women, the mountain paths being so steep and perpendi¬ 
cular, that men and horses had frequently fallen backwards in the 
ascent, or been plunged forward over the i>rccipices, in attemjiting 
to descend. ^We were in despair, when it Avas suggested that llierc 
Avas another, though much longer road to the <‘ave, hy Avhich we 
might ride; and though our time is at present very precious, we 
Avere too glad to agree to this compromise. 
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LETTKK XXXI1. 


(Jocoijotla^ (}tfK 

On the Dioniiuf^ of the, JlrU of Fcbriiaiy, we rose about Uall-piist two, 
and a little after tljive, by the light of tlie stars aiul the blaze of tla^ 
sugar-lires, our whole pai’ty were tusseinblecl on horseback in tla^ 
court-yard. VVi; were about twelve in number. Don Juan, the 
tioffee-phfiiter, and Don 1^'dro, a fri<‘iid of his, were depub‘d by th(i 
agent to act as our guides. J»’our or live welUanned mozon (fann- 
s(rrvantK) Avere our escort, together with our Mexiciin boy; and we 
had mules to carry our luggage, Avhich was conipreR.sed into tJie 
smallest jjossiblo eorii}»ass. Tin; moruing was ]uirfe<‘tly enchanting, 
ami the air like halm, when we set off l»y this uncertain liglit; not 
on roads (luucli to tiur satisfaction), hut tJirough liel^s and ov(u* 
strejims, 11 ]) hills and down into valleys, climhing among stones, the 
horses pickijig tbeb’ Avay like goats. 3 certainly never felt or ima¬ 
gined sueb an atmosphere. Tin: mere iriJtaling it was sufficient 
pleasure. 

Wlu ii tbe light gradiialh began to dawn, so that could dis¬ 
cern each other’s laces, ami make wire that we w(ue not a party of 
shadows—for besides tbe obscurity, a mixlnro of sli'ciiiiiess and 
placid (l(‘light bad hitherto kept us all silent—we looked round on 
the landscape, as little by little it assumed form and consistency. 
The tires from the hacienda wore still visible, but growing j)aJc in 
th(; beams oi ^morning, vanishing liki; faJst; visions from before the 
holy light of truth. As we rode aloiiu. wi‘ found that tlu^ setmery 
on the hilly parts was generally bleak and sterile, tlie grass dric’d 
up, and very little vegetation; but wherever we arrived, at a valley 
siu'ltcred from the sun’s rays, there we found a little rivulet trick¬ 
ling tiuougli it, with Avatcr likii liquid diamonds, bathing the tre.es 
and the tiowers; the loveliest blossoming t rccs, mirigh;(l with banamis, 
oranges, and lemons, and interspersed with bright flowers, forming a 
natural ganleii and orchard. 

licaving these lK*autiful and fertile lands that adorn the slopes ajid 
bases of the hills, you mount again up the steep paths, and again you 
And the gruKs dried up, and no vegetation hut stunted nopals or nn- 
serable-looking blue-gnteii magueys. Yet soiucthnes in the most 
<l(!sert spot, a litthi shellevetl by a i>rojecting hill, you come uiarn the 
most beautiful tree, bending with rich blossoms, standing all alone, 
as if tliroiigli ambition it ha<l desertccl its lowly sisters in tiu; valley, 
and stood, in its exalted station, i^ditary and com panionless. 

After six horns’ good riding, our guides pointed out to us the for¬ 
midable barrancas at some distance, and expressed their opinion, 
tliat, with great caution, our horses being very sure-footed, we might 
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nnd 1)0 enabled to reach a hacienda within six leagues of tluWc ave 
that night; and after some delil>oration, it was agreed that the at¬ 
tempt sliould be made. These barrancas (the word literally means 
a ravine or mountain gully) arc two mountains, one behind the 
other, which it is necessary to cross by a narrow path, that looks like 
a road for goats. We began the ascent in silence and some fear, one 
by one, till the horses were nearly ptirpendicular. It lasted about 
twenty minutes; and wt) then began to tlesceud slowly, certainly not 
without some danger of being thrown over our horses' heads. How¬ 
ever, Ave arrived in safety at the end of the first mountain, and this 
being accomplished, drew up to rest our horses and mules beside a 
i)eautiful clear stream, bordered by flowering trcv‘s. ^ Here some 
clear-headed individual of the i)arty proposed that we should open 
our lnvmj)er, containing cold chicken, hard eggs, sherry, &c.; ob¬ 
serving tliat it was time to be hungry. His suggestion Avas agreed to 
without a dissenting voice, aufl a na])kin being sprea<l nnder a,shady 
tro(‘, no time Wits lost in proving the tnith of his observatfon. A very 
ingenious contrivance for making a wine-glass by washing an egg¬ 
shell in the stream, is w’orthy of record. When Ave had demolished 
the cold chicken, tlie mozos surrounded the cold nujat, and alter ga¬ 
thering bi-anches covered with beautiful floAvers, Avith whicli Ave or¬ 
namented our homes’ lieads and our own liats, we prepared to ascend 
the second mountain. This is as stcei), or nearly as steep as the first; 
but Ave were already confident in the sure-tbotedness of our horses, 
and even able to admire the aucav jus avc ascended single file. After 
much rain, this path must of course, he completely imijassjibhj. ^J'lu; 
day had noAV become oppressively Avarm, iJiough it avjis not later 
•than eleven o’clock; and having passed the hills, we came to a dusty 
high-road, Avliich, about twelve, brought us to the haciendii of Mea- 
catlan, belonging to the iamily of Tcrez rsilaeio. We. were ovca taktui 
on the rojid by the eldest son of the pro])riotov, who cordially invited 
us ill, and introduced us to the ladies of his family, and to his father, 
ii fine, noble-looking old gentleman. As aa'(‘ were excessive;!}' tired, 
liot, and dusty, we were very glad to spLUid a few liouis lujiv during 
the heat of the sun; and after joining the family at bi(‘akfjist, con¬ 
sisting of the most extraordinary variety of excellent dishes, with ji 
profusion of fine fruits and curious sweetmeats (jimongst Avldeh Avas 
that ethereal-looking production called anyd'x hair, cabello dc anf/el), 
we were glad to lie down and rest till four o’clock. 

We left this hospitable mansion about four o’clock, rested and re¬ 
freshed, the x'l'opnetor giAung Iv-a horse of his, instead of her 

oAvn, Avhich was tired. The sun was still powerful Avhen avc and our 
train rjunoiinted, but the evening bad bccoific delightfully cool Ijv 
the time that we had reached the beautiful village of San Francisco 
de Tetecala, lying amongst Avooded hills, its white hoiis(!S gleaming 
out from amidst the orange trees, with a small river, cimsed by 
lu'idgcs, running through it. 

About ten o’clock symptoms of weariness b(‘gan to break out 
amongst us, spite of moonbeams and orange-buds, when down in ji 
A'alley wc saw the sugar-fires of Oocoyotla, the hacienda to whicJi avc 
trusted for our next |)lace of shelter, darting out their fierce ri;(l 
tongues amongst the trees. We knocked for admittance at the great 
gate, and it was some time before the people Avithin would undo the 


Tw^+'ir, or earefiillv re- 
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fonnoitridipj ns; afterwards for excuse that a party of thirty 

iohhei-s Imd paRse<l by the night betbro, and that they thought we 
might have been some of these niffht-eri'MiU. We ^-.nt in our cre¬ 
dentials to the proprietor, an old geiitleinari married to a young 
wife, who, livijig on the, road to the eavo, is by no means ideased at 
his Jiouse being turned into a posada for all and sundry, and com- 
plained bitterly of a party of Englisliinen who lia<i pass<‘d 'ny some 
(ime bi‘fore, “ami tlic only Spanish wont they could say was nUtr, 
by which tluw meant agiut —earamba!” However, lie was veryhos- 
l>ilable to us,"and pressed us to remain there tlie following day, and 
ri'st oui’selves and our Iku’scs alter our fourteen leagues’ march, pr<‘- 
vious to going on to tlie cave. 

A very good supptu* and a veiy sound sieep were ivnoshing, ami 
tht! whole of the next day Ave spent in Avandeving about or sitting 
lazily amongst the magnilicent orange-trties ami cocoas of iliis line 
ha< icmla. lien? the. orang<;-tr<*es are the lofti<‘.-»t anc had yet seen: 
Joii.g ranges of*nol)le trees loaded witli fruit ami tUoveis. At tlie 
imek of the l*ouse is a small grove of eoeoas, au<l a edear rimiiing 
stream passing tlirougli beautiful llowers, and ndVesliiiig everytliing 
in its course. Indeed, all through the tiara caH' Htr, exce))l on the 
l»{iiTeii hills, then* is a profusion of the most delicious \>at« r, lien? at 
once it necessity and a luxury. 

These sugar estates are tinder high cult Is ation, tlie croi)S ahumlaiit, 
and the water is always more than sullieicjit both for the ])in poses of 

irrigation and for maeliinerv, which A-consideis etpial to any- 

tbiiig lie has seen in .lanuiii.a. ’J’bey j;i</<h!ce atmualiy from rJiirty 
to dity thousaiid of sugar. ’J’he, laboutu.s are fiee Indians, 

■Old are paitl from two and a-ladf to dx and a btilfveals })er day. i 
iK-lieve that about oiu'. Imndred tiiid lifty are siinicieiil for working a 
large <‘state. bountiful miltiie, walking <ni the I litres of civil v.iir, 
tills uj) ilic nivages cau.scd b> siinguinarv revolutii»Jjs; ami these 
<‘siates in the. VidUry <»f rucrtuivaoa, wliich hiivc so fnajmmtly been 
thciitres of bloodsluMl, and have so often ehaijgcd pro]'riel<iis, rciuiiiji 
in themselves as fertile and ])iodiu:live as e\(f. 

In I be evening we visited the (rajudii, iistbe;. t all the sugiir-woiks, 
ibe sngiir-boihu’s, warehouses, store-rooiiis, iti.d eligiiies. 'I’be bciit 
is so intense among these grciit boih;rs, that we could not endure it for 
more thiin ii few luinutes, jiiid pitied the men avIio luivc tosjtcud their 
lives in this Avork. ’Hitw iinike panoja »)n this cstiste; cakes of eoaiAje 
sugiiv, which tlu; common ])cophi prefer tt> the retim'd sugar. 

•lust as Ave Avere preparing tt> retire for the night, an animal on the 

Wit 11 iitlracted our attention, close by Iv-'s betl; it-ntl gentle*reader, 

it was a scori)iun 1 We gave a simultaneous (‘ry, wlticlt brought ISefior 

-itito the room, vvlio laughetl at our fears, ami killed «ur foe; 

Avheii lo! just as our flight liiid passed awiiy, another, a yellowish- 
coloured, venomous-looking creature, api)e{ired stuiiling jdoiig the 
AViiJl. ’riu' lady of the lioase came this time, and ordered the room 
and the betls to be searched. No more could be discovered, but it 
was ilithcult to sleep in ])eaee after sucli an apparition. 

. At Llirec tin* next morning vve rose, ami set off by moon and slar- 
light for the cave. The morning was lovely as usiuil. and (juite cool. 
We passed ii great deal of barren ami billy road, till we reached soim* 
Tdiiins, Avherc we had a deliglitful gallop, and arrivctl early at a small 
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Here we added four Indians, and the master of the hoiisttj Benito, to 
oiir party, whicii was afterwards increased by nuuibei's of men and 
hoys, till we formed a perfect regiment. This little rancho, with its 
small garflen, was very clean and neat. The woman of the Injuse 
told ns she had seen no ladies since an English ministra had slept 
there two nights. Wc concluded that this must have been Mrs. 
Ashburnhain, who spent two days in exploring the cave. We con¬ 
tinued our ride over loose stones, and dry, rocky hills, where, were 
not the hoi-ses sure-footed and used to climb, the riders’ neckswouhl 
no doubt suffer. Within about a (juarter of a mile of the cave, aftcj* 
leaving on our right the pretty village of Caiitlamilpas, we found our- 
selves ill a place which looiiKitler much more dangerous than even 
tl»e l)an:ancas near Meacathin: a narrow path, overiianginga pcrj>eii- 
dicular cliff, with just room for the horses’ feet, effording the comfort- 
abh‘ assurance tliat one false step would precipitate-you to the bottom. 
1 confess to having hold my breath, as one by one, and sLe}) by st(‘p. 
no one looking to the right or the left, our gowns occasionally catch¬ 
ing on a bush, witli our whole train we womid slbw^j^ dj)wn tiiis nar- 
row descent. Arrived near tin; mouth of the cairc, we clismounted. 
and climbed our way among stones and gravel to te great inoiintain 
ojMUiing. But all account of the cave jtsclf must Vo reserved till our 
return to Atlacamulco. 


LtiTTKR XXXlll. 


Ailucamuko, 7 tfi. 

The cave of Oacahiiamil]>a, whose actual wonders ecpial the fablctf 
<leKciiptions of tlio palaces of genii, was, until lately, known to tlic 
Indians alone, or, if the Spaniards formerly knew anything about it, 
its cxistem e was forgotten amongst them. But although in former 
days it may have been used as a place of woiTship, a superstitious fear 
prevented tlio more modem Indians from exploring its shining re¬ 
cesses; for licre it was lirmJy believed the Evil Spirit had his dwel¬ 
ling, and ill the form of a goat, with long beard and horns, guardc<1 
the entrance of the cavern. The few who ventured therij and beliehl 
this apparition, brought back strange tales to their credulous com- 
])anious, and even the neighbourhood of the eucliaiited cave was 
avoided, especially at niglitfall. 

Q’hc cluiiii of mountains into the bosom of which it leads is bleak 
and Imre; but the ravine below is refresJied by a nq)id stream, that 
forms small waterfalls as it tumbles over the rocks, and is bordered 
by grctm and flowering trees. Amongst these is one with a smooth, 
satiii-liko bark, of a i)ale golden colour, whose roots have something 
snakish and wit(;li-like in their appearance, intertwining with eacl) 
other, grappling as it were with tlie hard rock, and stretciiing out to 
the most extraordinary distance. 

We arrived at the entrance of the cave, a superb portal, upwards 
of seventy feet high and one himdred and flfty wide, according to 
the computation of a learned traveller; tlie rc)cks whicli support tlie 
jrreat arch so symmetiically disnosed .as to resemble a work of art. 



LIFE IN MEXICO. 


155 

'I’he sun tvas already hi.fifli in the heavens, shininc: •witli iniensci 
1 >ri?j;ljtncsK on the M'ihl K*eneiT that surrounded us—the rocks, and 
trees, and rushing watei's; a scnssation of awe eaine over us us we 
.stood at the mouth of the cavt‘, and, turning iiorn day l<> night, 
strained our eyes to look down a d(‘e]> descent into a gigaiilic vauUe(l 
liall, fnintly lighted by the red cfubei-s of a wl]k*h the Judians 
liad kindled near the entranct*. We innih* our way tlown a ileelivity 
of, it may be, oJic hundred and Jifly feet, sumuinded by l)l<>eks of 
stone and rock, and remained lost in asttuiisliment at linding <mr- 
s< lves in Ibis gloomy subterranean ]mlaee, surrounded by the most 
extraordinary, ^ ’gantie, and invsterions forms, wliicli it is seareely 
j)ossil)Je to belieA'e are the fantastie produeiituis <»1 ttu‘ wfitei that 
cronstantly trickles from the roof. 

1 am shocked to confess it—1 wmild prefer passing it over: \vt; had 
tasted nothing thatmoming, and we laid ridden far eight hours, and 
were <lying ofhynger! Moreover, we. lrav(^)letl with a <*o«»k, a very 
lolerablt* nativ'c artist, but without st‘iitiirient—liislieart in Ids stew- 
pan ; and he, without the least eoiupunetiou, bad liegiin his frying 
and broiling f‘j)erations in Avhat sei inod tin* ve ry vestibule of Pha- 
raob’s palace. Our own mokos and our Ijidian guides Avere assisting 
Jiis operations with the utmost zeal; ami in a lew minnles, sonic 
sitting round the lire, and fUhers up(m broken p>rnmids, we vc 
frestu'd ourselves with fried eliieken, bread, ami bard (rggs. before 
Mo<‘< «‘di?ig I'arllaT on onr ex])loring expedition, l.'juomantie as this 
l»roeee<ling was^'we looked, Indians and all, rat her awful, Avith no 
other light than the nubly glare, of the lin- MieUering uj)on the 
't'ang(‘, gigantie foin\s in that vast lab;^rintb‘ and as h> Avhat 
i« it, oui xaloiir and strength ol mind A^ere increased sev(;nf(»hl. 

'rAventy-four huge pine torches AV(a*o tlu n liglit<-d, each man caiTV- 

Ing one. To K-and me were given lighti d anux landb s, in east^ 

i>yae«-.ident any one should go astray fn>m bis c(»mj)ani(»ns, and low; 
liisAvay, as w'ould tfsr eeidainly Jmj)i»eii, in tin* dilferent winfling.H, and 
g.ilJerii s,and (?ompartnients<)f the caA'e,aiid be ;d<»rie in the <larkiiesH! 
Wi* walked on in aAve and wonder, the guitles lighting up the snbiS of 
the. ca.v»m AAdth their torches. I'nfortuiuitely. it i.s iinU seribable ; as 
in I lie tantastie forms of the clouds, everyone s(‘('s soiiio ililferent 
« reMti(»n of hie fancy in tliesc stujiendous iruisses. It is said tJiat the 
• list ifaht (for travellers have ]uetended ti> ilividc it into halls, and a 
very little imagination may do so.) is about tN\o humln'd leet long, 
om* hundred and scA'cniy wide, and one hundred and Jifty in height*— 
a, noble apartment. I’lie Avails are sliaded Avitli dilfe.rent colours of 
g.'een ami oiange; great slu.;ets of stalactites hang from ttu* roof; and 
white ])hantoms, palm-trees, lofty ]»iUars, ])yrfimids, ])orches, and a 
ibousarid other illusions, surrouml us on iill sides. One ligur(?, con¬ 
cerning Avliicli all agree, is a long-haired goat, the Kvil Om^ in that 
form, lint some one has broken t he head, pei ha.]>s to show the power¬ 
lessness of the enchanted guardian of the caA c. Some say that tliero 
«‘i.ro no living animals hen*, but there is no doubt that there are bats; 
and au exploring paity, av>u> j»uss<mI the night lu;rt% not only lieanl 
the liissing of the rattlesnake, hut Avere startled by Ihe a])paritiori of 
a licrcc leopaid,Avhoseloiid roarings wereechocil ainong.st fhe vaults, 
and Avho, after gazing at them bv the light of the torches, slalked 
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incntfi of the shininp; stones, our awe and astonishment incieasin^jr at 
(ivery step. Somotiinos we scjemcd to be in a subterranean E^^’ptian 
temple. Tlic architectnre was d(;ci<ledly Kf^yptian, and the straiifre 
forms of the animal resembled those of the uncouth Kj^yptian idols; 
which, together with the pyramids and obelisks, made me think 
that perhaps that ancient people took the idea of their architecture 
and of mail}' of their strange shapes from some natural cave of this 
<lescriptioii, just as Nature herself suggested the idea of the beauti- 
fid Corinthian pillar. 

TV gain, wc seemed to enter a tract of country which had been 
petrified. Fountains of congealed water, trees hung with frozen 
moss, pillars covered with gigantic acantbu.’ heaves, pyramids of 
ninety feet high losing their lofty beads in the darkness of the vault, 
and looking like works of the pre-Adamites; }et no being but 
who inhabits eternity <ould liave created tlieni. This second hall, 
as lofty as the other, may be nearly four hundred feet in length. 

We Ihen passed into a sort of dOublc gallciy, separated by enor¬ 
mous pyramidal fonnations—stalagmites, those which are formed b}' 
water dropping on the earth. 1110 ground was damp, and oceasitm- 
ally great drops trickled on our heads from tlie vaults above. Hcmv 
Gothic slirincs, odd figures; some that look like luiimniies, others 
like old men with long beards, appal us like figures that we sec in 
some wild dream. ^rh(*se are intermingled with pyramids, obelisks. 
l.»aths that seem made of the purest alabaster, &{\ A number of 
small round balls, luilrifactions ()f a dead white, lie about here, form, 
iug litth? hollows in thii ground. Here the cave is very wide : about 
two hundred feet, it is said. 

When we left this double gallery, Ave came to another vast cor¬ 
ridor, su])i>orteil by lofty inlhirs, covered with creeping plants, but 
especially with a row of th(» most gigantic eauliHoAvers, oacii leaf 
dolicjitely chiselled, and looking like a fitting food for the colossal 
dwellem of the cavern. But to attempt anything like a regular 
description is out of tiie (piestion. AVe gave ourselves up to adini- 
lation, as our torches flashed uj)on the masses of rock, the liills 
croAvned Avith ]>vva)nids, the congealed tornmts that seem to belong 
to Avinter at the nortli pole, and tlie lofty Doric columns that bring 
IIS hack to the imre skies of Greece. But amongst all these curious 
accidents jwoduced by Avater, none is more curiously cxciuisito than an 
amphitheatre, with regular la‘nehes, surmountetl by a great organ, 
whose pipes, when struck, give; forth a deep sound. It is really dif- 
lieult not to helicA’^c that some gigantic race once amused tliemseh-es 
in these petrified solitudes, or that wc* have not inA'aded the sane- 
tnavy of sonic mysterious and superhuman beings. It is said that 
this eiivcrn has been explored for four leagues, and yet that no 
exit has been discovered. As for us, I do not knoAV how far avc 
Avent: our guides said a league. It seemed impossible to think of 
tinie when we looked at these gn‘at masses, fonned drop by drop, 
slowly and ra.rely and at distant intiiiwals falling; and looked back 
upon the ages that must have elapsed since these gigantic furiiia- 
tions began. 

At length, on acx*ount of the loose stones, the water, and the 
masses of crj'stal rock that avc had to climb over, our guides strongly 
recominendc'd us to return. It was dithcult to turn away our eyes 
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far as tln^evc could roacli. It looked like the worhj in chaos: Na¬ 
ture’s vast workshop, from which she drew the materials tluit her 
hand was to reduce to form and ordt'r. Wo retraced our sle))s slowlv 
and liiifreriii^ly throup:h these suhterrantiiiu paliUics, feoliuj^ that one 
day was not nearly sufficient to explore them, yet thankful that wi; 
hail n(»t left the country without seeinj;- tliem. d’he skeleton of a 
man was diseoveretl here by some travellers, Ivina on his side, the 
iiead nearly eovered with crystallization, lie had i>robahly eiiLeii-d 
these lahyviuths alone, either from rash eiiriosity (u* to escape from 
j)ursuit, lost his way, and j)crished from hunger. Indeed, to liiid the 
way hack to t^»e entrance of the cave is lUiarly im]>ossihle, without 
soiue clue to j^uide the stejw aiuongst thes(‘ windina gailciies. and 
lialls, and issues, and entries, and <livided eorridoi-s. 

d’hougli there are some ohj(.*cts so striking that they may imme- 
tliately he reeognisetl, such as the amphitVu^atre for iiistaiice, there is 
a monotony even in the variety; and f can imagine tJie unfortunate 
man wanderiiii^amongst ol'elisks aud ]>> ramids. and alaliaster laitlis 
and flrecian columns; amongst frozci) torrems tliat could not assuagt* 
Ids thirst, and trees with marble fruit ami foliage, aud crystal vege- 
lahles that mocked his huug<‘r, and pale phantoms with long hair, 
and tigiiros in shrouds, that ctmhl not re lieve, his distrt'ss; and then 
his evil's for help, w'heve the voice gives mit a'n echo, as if all the 
pale dwellers in the cave, answered in moi kerv; aurl tlum, his toreli 
iiecoming I'Xtinguished, and he lying down exhaustial and in despair 
near some inhospitable marble jM.)r<*h. to die. 

As wc w'ont along, our guides had eliiuhed up aud jdaeed wax 
.‘•nidles on tlie tops (»f all the idghest ])oin(s, so that their pale- glim¬ 
mering Jigljt pointed out the way to its on oin return. 'FIk^ Indians 
hogged tliey might ho left tliere '‘on account of tlio blessed souls in 
purgatory,” which was dmie. Aswre returned, wc sjnv one figure we 
had not observed before, whicii looks something like a woman 
mounted on an enormous goat. To oin^ hall, on account of its 
hcaiity, sonn^ travellers liavegiven the name <»f the " Jhill of Angels.’ 
It is said, that by oliservation, tin; height of the slalagmites might 
fh. tt-rmine the age of their formation; hut w h« re is the enterprising 
geologist who would shut himself up in these ciy.^lal solitudes siith- 
• ienUy long for correct observation.^ 

f nevt'r saw or could havt! imagined so beautiful an effect as that 
of the daylight in the. distance, entering by the mouth of the cave; 
siicJi a faint misty blue, ctuitrastctl w^ith the fierce red liglit of th<; 
tonhes, and broken by the inllars through which its pale rays 
niggled. It looked so pure ami holy, that it seeim d like the light 
horn an angel’s wings at the portals of the doJrnte” What 

would that poor traveller have given to have seen its iViendiy rays I 
After climbing out and leaving the dain]i, cool subterranean air, the 
atmosphere felt dry and warm, as we sat down to rest at the moiitli 
of the cavern, surrounded by tmr Indian torch-bearers. ^J’niJy, Na- 
liire is no co<iuettc. Slie aiorris herself witli greater ri< hes in tiui 
ilarkcst mountain cave than cm the highest mountain top. 

We were sitting in thoughtful silence, ourselves, lndlan,s and all, 
in a circle, wlien Ave saw, stumping down the hill, in gn at hiuite, 
and apparently in great wj*ath, an Indian akaildc. with ;i stafi 
IT’ whose auDroaeh l!i'i Indians looked :lWv^-hLs■uck. Ho 
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great type; Al senor dotninante esta caravam de ffenle."^ “ To the 
commander of this caravan of people!” This missive set forth that 
the justice of pcac(^ of tlu^ city of Ouautla Amilpos hegge<l tt) know 
hy what right, hy whose authority, and with what inteiitions avc had 
entered tliis cave, without pennissioii from government; and desired 
the “sefior doiniiiante” to appear forthwith before the said justice, 
for contempt of his authority. I’he spelling of the lettijr was too 
amusing. TIic Indians looked very much alarmed, and when they 

mw us laugh, still more astonished. C-u wrot^ with a pencil ii» 

answer to the summons, that he was tlie Spanish minister, and wdshed 
good day to the alcalde, wlio ^dodded up the liill again, very ill 
pleased. 

We now’^ took leave of this prodigious subteiTaneau palace, and 
again put ourselves en nnUc. Once more we wound our way round 
the brink of the precipice, and tliis time it was more dangtjrons for 
us than before; for wo rode on the side next it, our gowns overliang- 
ing the brink, and if caught hy a hmiioh there, ihight liave Iumuj 
dragged over. Our two guides afterwards stxid that, if aloue, they 
would have dismounted; hut that as the ladies said notliing, they 
did not like to propose it. 

Some day, no (louht, this cave will become a show-place, and 
measures will be taken to render tlie approach to it less dangerous; 
but as yet, one of its charms consists in its being unhackneyed. 
Long after, its recollection rests upon the mind, like a marbhi dream. 
But, like Niagara, it cannot be described; |Hirhaps it is even more 
dillicmlt to give an idea of this nnderground ercation than of the 
emperor of cataracts, for there is nothing with which the cavt; cair 
he compared. 

Mean while, we had rather a disagreeable ride, in all tlie fovci; ol' 
the sun’s last rays, ]»ack to the raneho. No omj spoke; all oin 
thoughts wore w^andering amongst marble palaces, and uncouth, 
gigantic, half-human forms. 

But our attention w^as again attracted by the sudden re-a})])ear- 
nnee of our friend, the alcald(^ oir the brow of the hill, looking con¬ 
siderably indignant. He came with a fresh summons from tie* 
judge of Guautla Amilpos, which lay white and glittering in tln^ 

valley below. C-n endeavoured gravely to explain to liim that 

the persons of arabassad<jrs w^ere not sidijcct to such laws, which was 
Greek and Hebrew to him of the bronze countenance. ‘‘ If it were 
a comul indeed, there might b(^ scincthifig in that.” At last oin* 
guide, the ranchero, promised to call upon the judge in the evening 
and explain th(' matter to Ins satisfaction; and again our alcalde d(t- 
partiid upon his bootless en*aiid: bootless in <5very sense, as lie stalko«l 
clown 'the hill with his bare bronze supportei-s. As we ^lassed along, 
a parcel of soldiers in the village were assembled in haste, who 
struck up an impdiing military air, to give us some idea of their 
importance. 

Jt was late when we arrived at (k)coyotla, but we (li<l not go to 
rest without visiting the beautiful chapel, which we had omitted 
to do on our last visit; it is very rich in gilding and ornaments, very 
large and in good taste. We supped, and threw ourselves down to 
rest for a few hours, and set off again at three o’clock, by the light 
of a full moon. Om greatest diliiculty in these Imrried marches is 
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tiiiK' ill llio^tliirk. ^^o looking-glasses of course; wo ananm' our hair 
ky our imagination. Every thing gets broken, as yon may suppose; 
th(‘ mules that carry our trunks cantering up an<l clown the hills to 
keep up with us, in most unccpial measure*. 

It was four o’clock when avo left Me.acatlan, and wo rode hard and 
fast till it gvt‘W' nearly dark; for our intention was lo return t«> our 
lH*ad-<juart(!rs at Atlacamulco that nig])t, and we had a long journi'v 
before* us, especially as it was dcK'ided that we should ])y no jueaiis 
attempt to rocross the; barrancas by night, which woiilci havc^ been 
too dangerous, llesides, an celipsi* of tlu! moon was predietesi, and 
in hict, as rve w^'re riding across the Helds, she appeared above the 
horizon, half in shadow: a curious and heautU'ul hpec;taele. Ihil we 
should have been thankful for her t‘ntin* beams; for, aftOr riding for 
hours, w(‘ discovered that we had lost our way, a.n<l worse still, that 
thciio wen^ no hope.s of our iindiiig it.. Not a Imt was in siglit; dark¬ 
ness eomiiig on;^notliing but great plains and mountains to be dis¬ 
tinguished, ami notliing to be hoard hut hulls roaring round us. We 
went on, trusting to chance, and wlieiv chance would havt^ led us it 
is hard to su}, hut by goc^d fortune? our advanced guard stumbled 
<)V(?r two Indians, a man and a boy, wlui agreed to guide us to their 
own village, but nowdicre else. 

It W’as late at night >vhen we enten^d Ml ruenU;, afte.r having 
crossed in pitch darkness a river so deep that tlie Jjorses were miarly 
carried olf their feet; yet they were dancing in one place, jdayiug 
rards on the ground in another, dogs vv4*re hiirking as usual, and 
candles lighted in the ludian huts. We wt‘re vciy« \v(;ll luceived by 
the Spaniards, who gave us supper ami made us take their room, all 
the rest of tin*, party sle(“ping \ipou inattresses placed on the floor of 
M hwge empty apartment. We sJe]»t a few hours very soundly, rose 
before daylight, wakened the others, who lying on the ground, loHed 
up ill their seraph^ seemed to he sleeping for a wager, and remounted 
f)ur horses, not sorry at the prospect of a day’s rest at Atlai^amulco. 
It was dark when w'e set oiV; hut tin; sun had risen and liad lighted up 
the bright green fields of sugar-cane, and the beautiful cofl'ee planta¬ 
tions that look like flowering m 3 u*tles, by tin* <.inic we rcutihed tJie 
hacienda of Senor Neri del llarrio, wliose family is amongst the most 
distin^ruished of tin? old Me'ucan stock. V/e slopped to take^i 

tiimhlor of milk fresh from the cow; declined an invitation to go iu, 
as we were anxious to finish our journej' while it was cool; and after a 
hard ride gallojied into the court-yard of Atlacamulco, which 
seemed like returning home. We spent a pleasant, idh; day, lying 
down and rc'ading whih? the sun was high, and in tlic e.vening sauu- 
tering about under the orange-trees. We (joncluded with a hot 
bath. 

7th.—Before continuing otir journey, w'c dete,nnincd to spend one 
day more liere, Avhich was fortunate, as we rceeilted a large packet 
of lctt(‘i-R from home, Ibrwanlcid to this place, and wo have been 
reading tluun, stretched under the slnnle of a natural liowi i* formed 
by orange-boughs, near a clear, cohl tank of water in tlie ganicn. 
To-morrow w'e shall set otf betimes for the liaciemlu of (Jocoyoc, 

tlie property of Don Juan Goriva, with whom C-n was acquainted 

in Mexico. After visiting that and some other of the princii»al 
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On t.lio Otli of February wo took leave of Atlaeainnlco and the hospi¬ 
table administrador; and our j)arty boina: diminished by the iihseiK.(r 
of Don l*cdroi who was oblij;(‘d to iro to Mexico, wc set oil as usual 
by starlijL^ht, beinjj warned of various had itif'f on the road, wh(‘re 
the ladies at least were advised to dismount. ^Plic country was wild 
and i>retty, mountainous and stony. When the lij^ht cairns in vv(^ 
separated and j;alh)pe(l about in all directions. The air was cool and 
huhm with sweetness. Wc came, liowev(^r, to a pndty lane, whesre 
those of our escort who were in front sto])ped, and those wJio were 
heliind rode up and be£?<r(;d us tc» keep clost^ top^ether, as-for many 
lea.a:ucs tljc country was haunted hy robbers. Guns and pistols bein,;*; 
looked to, we ro<le on in serried ranks, expectiiij^ every nioincnt to 
hear a bullet whijs over our heads. 

We came at last to a road over a mountain, about as bad as any¬ 
thing wo bad yt;t soon. Our train of horses and mules, and nnui in 
their Mexican dresses, looked very picturesque winding up and down 
these steep crags; and here again, forgetful of robbers, each one wan¬ 
dered acctwding to his own fancy: some riding forward, and others 
lingering behind to pull branches of those* beautiful wild blossoms, 
^’he horses' heads were covered witli llowcrs of ev(*ry colour, so that 

they looked like victims adorned for saeriiico. (* -n indulged his 

botanical and geological propensities, occasionally to the great detri¬ 
ment of his companions, as we Wi're; anxious to arrive at some 
rcsting-placti before tlic sun hecaiiK? insup])ortahle. As for the rob¬ 
bers, these gentlemen, who always keep a sharp look-out, and rarely 
endanger their precious p(*rsous without some suliicient motivt*, and 
who, moniover, seem to have sonu* magical power of seeing tlnougli 
stone walls and into portmanteaux, were no doubt aware; tluit ouj* 
luggage wouhl neither have re[)l<‘nished th(;ir own n(»r their /e/e/zV-s*’ 
wardrobes, and calculated that people who travel for pleasure are 
not likely to carry any gro.at quantity of supertiuous coin. Resides 
this, they arc imu^h more afraid of these honest, stout, wi'll-aniietl 
farm servants, who are a lin<; race of intui, than evon of soldiers. 

We ftrrivecl about six o’clock at the village of HMitepoc, remark¬ 
able for its fine old ^iirch and lofty trees, especially Tor one magniti- 
cent wide-spreadjng%sh-trcc in the chnreh-yard. There; were also 
many of those jiretty trees with the silvery hark, which always look 
as if the moon were shining on them. The road began to improve, 
hut the sun became very op])ressivi; about nine o’clock, wht;ii we ar¬ 
rived at a pretty village, which had a largo church and a vmUf. 
(tavern), where; we stopped to refresh emrselvcs with water and some 
vciy well-hakcd small cakes, 'rho village was so pretty that we^ hael 
some thoughts of remaining theuc till the evening; hut as D<ui Juan 
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Hr* hacicftda of Don Juan C-Joriva, wo dotcrmiuod to contimio. We 
liad a dreadful ride in the hot sun, till we arrived at a pretty Indian 
villaj^e on the estate, and shortly after entered the eouit-yard of the 
i^r(;at hacienda of Tocoyoc, wlierc we w'crc most hospitably welcomed 
by tlu‘ proprietcn- and his family. 

We wer(^ very tired owing to the cxtnuiu* lieat, and \vhiti‘ with 
dust. A fresh t(»ilet, cold water, an hours n*st, and an e.xecllv'iu 
breakfast, di<l wonders for us. Soon after our arrival, tlie sugar- 
liouse, or rather the cane rublnsh, took lire, and the great Ixdl swung 
heavily to and fi'o, summoning tin- workmen to assist in getting it 
under. It was .. jt extinguisluxi for some time, and llio building is so 
n<;ar the house, that the fainilv were a little alarmed. We stoo»l 
on the balcony, which commands a. heaiitifnl Auew of Popoi-atqxdJ, 
watching the blaze. After a hard hattlti between fire and water, 
water carried tlie day. 

We spent tJa^next morning in visiting the ettfli c* mills, the great 
brandy works, sngar-honse.s, &<'. all of wliieh an* in tlie highest order; 
and in strolling tliroiigh the orange groves, and admiring tlie curious 
ami hoautiful tiowers, and walking among orchards of loaded fruit 
trees: the; calabash, papaw, mango, tamarind, citron; also mameys, 
ehirinioyas, custard a})])leK, and all tln^ family of the zapotes, white, 
black, yellow, ami cfnro; cayotes, c'oeoas, cacahiiates, aguacates, itc. 
—a list without an (*ml. 

liesides these are an infinity of trees covered with tla; brightest 
blossoms: one with laig(* s»*ariet tiowers, most gorgeous in their 
colouring; and one witli hlos'-oms so lik<‘ large pink silk tassels, 
that if hung to tlut eiisliions of a sofa, \ou coidd imt discover them 
0 ) he flowers. Wliat ])rodjgality of Nature in those rc^gions! With 
Avliat a. lavish hand she flings Ixxiuty and lu.xnry to her tn»])ieal 
ehihlren! 

In tlie evening w(^ drove to (.‘asasimo, a hacienda about three 
leagues from (\)coyoc, and ]>assed hy S(*veraJ oilier line estates: 
amongst othei*s, the Iiacienda of t^ihleron. (^isaxino is an immensi^ 
old hous(‘, veiy dnlMooking, the road t<» which lies throiigli a fine 
]>ark Ibr e-atth*, dotted witli grcjit old trees, hut of which lln*.-grass is 
very much burnt up. Each lawienda has a lai gi* i hapid attached Ui 
it. at wliieli all the workmen and villagers in tlie environs attend 
mass, a pailre coming from a distance on Snndaui and fete da\s. 
k'rcquciitly there is one attached to th(‘ establishment. We went to 
soil the eoiehrated water-tank of ('asasano, tlie largest and most bt^an- 
tiful r(^s(;^voir in this part of th(^ country ; ihti water so pun*, that 
though ujiwards of thirty fi'ct deep, every Idadc of gu'ass at the hot- 
tom is visible. Even a pin, droppixl upon the stones below, is se<uj 
shining quihi distinetly. A stone wall level witli tlie water, thirty 
feet high, encloses it, on which 1 ventured to walk all round the 
tank, which is of an oval form, with the assistance of oiir host, going 
one by one. A fall wouhl be sullieiently awkward, involving dn>wn- 
ing on one side and breaking your neck on the other, ^'he. wati-r is 
lieautiful—a perfect mirror, with long green feutluu-y iihiiits at the 
bottom. 

The next morning we took leave of our friends at three o’clock, 
and set off for Santa Clara, the hacienda of Don Eusr'.hio (larcia. 
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barranca«. For iime laiag leagues, we did nothing but ft>id rivers 
and climb steep hills, tJiose u’ho were pretty well mounte<l beating 
up the tirod cavalry. But during the first hours of <xur lidi*, tlie idr 
was fresh among the hills, that even wlien the sun was high, w e 
suffered little from the heat; and the beautiful and varied views wc 
met at eveiy turn were full of interest. 

Santa C'lara is a striking imposing mass of building, beautifully 
situated at the foot of three hold high roclis, with a nuaarkably 
handsome tbdirch attached to it. 'Phe family wx‘re from home, and 
the agent was a philosopher, living upon herb-tea, quite above the 
common affsirs of life. It is a fine hacienda, and very productive, 

but sad and solitary in the extreme; and as K-and I walked 

about in the court-yard after suppei*, w’here vve bad hsteiKid to fiight- 
ful stories of wbbei's and robberies, wx felt rather uncomfortably 
dreaiy, and anxious to change onr quarters. Wc visited the sugar- 
works, which are like all others, the chapel, which is veiy tine, and 
the shop where they sell sjarituous litiuors and calicoes. 

As we intenchid to rise before dawn, we -went to bed early, about 
nine o’clock, and were just in the act of extinguishing a inclauclioly- 
lookittg canfUe, when we were startled by the sight of an alacran on 
the wall A man six feet came at our call. He looked at the 
seorplon, shook Ins head, and mn out. Ho. came back in a litth^ 
while with another large man, he with a great shoo in his liand, and 
his Mend with a lofug polo. While tliey were both hesitating how 
to kill it, Bon Juan came in, and did the deed. We had a melan¬ 
choly night after this, afraid of evtuything, >vith a long unsnuffed 
caAdlc illuminating tlie darkness of our large and lonely chamber. 

The next mornu^, the 11th of February, before sunrise, we took 
our leave, in the darkness, of Santa Clara and the philosopher. The 
morning, wonderful to relate, was windy, and almost cold. The 
roads were frightful, and we hailed the first gray streak that appeared 
in the eafittem sky, annoimcing the dawn, which might enable us at 
least to see «our perils. Fortunately it was bright daylight when we 
found oisrseives orosslng a barranca, so dangerous, that after follow¬ 
ing for SGsne time the precipitous course of the mountain path, we 
thought it advisable to get off our horses, wliich were pawing the 
silifmery rook, without being aide to find any rest for the soles of 
their feet. We had a good deal of difficulty in gtrtting along our¬ 
selves on foot aanong the loose, sharp stones; and the horses, biiWecn 
sliding and stumbli^, were a long while in urexompUshing the d(‘- 
scent. After climbing up the barranca, one of them mn off along 
the edge of the cliff, as if he were determined to cut the whole con¬ 
cern, and we wasted some time in catching liim. 

It d^as the afternoon when we rode through the lanes of a large 
Indian village, and shortly after drived at Colon, the hacienda be¬ 
longing to Don Antonio Orria. He was from home ; but the good 
reception of the honest adminastrador, the nice, clean, cheerful house, 
wilji its pretty painted chairs, good beds, the (excellent Ijroakfasts and 
dinnem, and tlie good-will visible in tlie whede estabJishiuent, de¬ 
lighted us very much, and decided us to pitch our tent lieic for a 
day or two. 

Colon, which is not so large as 8iin Nicolas, has a greater eir of life 

about' it; and in fact we liked it so well, that as-observ<i(l, w(^ 

seemed inclined to consider it, not as a colouj but a f (dl sk^. Y ou 
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iiiupt iic>t expect more vivacioiw pinis in the tirrra cuJhnlp. We rode 
back from Sail Nicolas iA the afternoon, accoinpaiiioil by the pro¬ 
prietor, and had some thoupfhts of ffoinjf to Matamorns in tlu* evi'ii- 
in^ to see the “Barber of Seville” jierfomu'd by a strollinj^ company 
in the open air, under a tree!—admittance, twi‘n<y-live e(*uls. How¬ 
ever. we tiudecl by reinaininj; where Ave wt‘re, and spent the (‘veiiinj? 
in walkin^v about through the. village, snrroundi^d b\' barking dogs, 
the. greatest nuisance in thes<* places, aiul pulling wild flowers, and 
gathering enstor-oH nuts from the tn'cs. A begging Fraiieisean 
friar, from the convent of San Fernando, arrivid for bis yearly 
supply of sugar, wbic*h he begs from the dilfenmt haciendas, ibr his 
<;onvent: a tribute wliich is never lefnsed. 

At (V>loii wc took leave of onr condiictoi. T)oii ,>uau, who rctnvneil 
to Atlacamulco, and got a now dircck>r of oiii- forces, a handsome 
man, yclept Don Francisco, who Jiad been a Spanish soldier. We 
had an uncrimfartahle ride in a high ivind and heavy rain; the roads 
good hut devoid of interest, so tliat we wwc glad when we learnt 
that Atlisco, a tcovn whore avc w’ere to pass the night, was not far olf. 
Within a mile or two of the dt> , we Averc^ met by a tall man on 
horseback, Avith a pink turban, and aAvild, swai*thy i’aco, Avho look<'d 
like an Aheneerrag(% and avIio t'aine Avith the eompliiiKuits of his 
master, a Spanish gentleman, say that a house had been prepared 
for us in the town. 

Atlisco is a large town, Avith a high mountain behind it crowned 
l)y a while* chapel, a magnificent chureli at the l)as<.*; th(? whole city 
full of fiiKi churches and convents, Avith a jilaza and many good houses. 
Tint numerous pipits, poinktd all along from Ibe roofs, have a A'cry 
threatening and watlike eflTcctl; ontt seems to ridit up thtt principal 

street iindrr a strong fire, Wc fonnil that Don Fernando-, pink 

turban’s master, not considering bis OAvn house good enougli, liad, 
on hearing of onr expected arrival, hired another, ami furnisin;d part 

it for us! This is the sort of wholesale hos}>italilv one meets Avith 
in this country. OnV room lookcil out uiK>n an old (iarnielitit momis- 

tery, Avhere C, -^n, having a recommendation to the prior, paid a 

visit, and found one or two good paintings. Here, also we saw tlu^ 
famous cypress mentioned by Humboldt, whii b is seA-eiiiy-three feet 
in ein uinfe.rencc. 'fhe next morning, w'e set out with an escort of 
seven mozos^ headed by Don Francisco, and all well armed, for tlu^ 
load tinm Atlisco to Ihiehla is the robhen?’ highway, par ercellmce. 

The great Cordilleras of Anahiiac cross this ten ilory, and amongst 
these are the Mountain of tlu? Malinchi, Ixtaccihiiatl, Popocatepetl, 
ami the Peak of Orizava. The Malim'hi, a (‘orru})tion by the Spa¬ 
niards of the Indian name Malintzin, signifying Dona IVieria or 
Marimi, is suj^posed to 1 h^ called after Cortes's Indian Egcria, tin* 
first Christijin Avoinan of the Me.xiean empiri*. 

1’hc moriiing Avas really cold, and whe.ii wc first set out. i'ococate- 
pctl Avas rolled up in a mantle of clouds. Tin-, mad 1 (mI us A^ery m ar 

liim. The wind Avas A^eiy piercing, and K- was moiinteti on a 

curate's i)oiiy, evidently ai'customed to short distances ami easy tra- 
A’clling. W(? had been told that it avhs pnqn'it' para .u-nora'' 

{A'(‘rv much suit(‘d to a lady), an ^ui.omium always ]iass«‘«l u))ou the 
obb st, most stupid, and most obstinate quadnipetl that the haciendas 
can boast. AVc overtook and i»assed a party of eavaliy, guarding 
some prisoners, Avhoiii they were eoiiductiiig to Puebla. 
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As the Sim rose, all eyes were turned with auiazcment arul admi- 
ration to the jj^reat volcano. The clouds parted in the middle, and 
rolled off in pjreat volumt‘s, like a curtain witlidrawn from a high 
altar. The snowy top and sides of the mountain appoan^d, shining 
in the bright sun, like a grand dome of the purest white marble. 
But it cannot be described. T thought of Sinai, of Moses on the 
Mount, wdiiiii the glory of the Lord was passing by; of the mountain 
of the 'Oarisligiiration, something too intolerably bright and magni- 
fioeiit for mortal eye to look uiiou and live. We rode slowly, and in 
speechless wonder, till the sun, which had crowned the mountain 
like a glory, rose slowly from its radiant brow, and 'we ivero reminded 
that it was time to ri(ie forward. 

Wc were not firr from the amuent city of (Jlu hila, lying on a gn^at 
plain at a short distsuice from the mountains, and glittering in the 
siinhcams, as if it still w’^ere the city of ))rcdilootion as in former 
days, 'wlien it was the sacred city, “the Rome of A^^ahuac.” It is 
stiil a large town, with a spacious sipiarc and many chnri-hes, and 
the ruins of its great pyramid still attest its former grandeur; but of 
the forty thousand houses and four hundred churches mentioned l»y 
Cortes, there arc no traces. The base of this i)yramid, which at a 
disbinec looks like a conical mountain, is said by Humboldt to he 
larger than that of any discovered in the old continent, being double 
that of Cheops. It is made of layers of bricks mixed wdth coats of 
clay and contains four storii-s. In the midst of the ]»rincii)al plat¬ 
form, where the. Indians worshipped Qiietzalcoatl, the god <if the air, 
(aecoriling to some the patriarch Noah, and according to others the 
ai)OKtle. Saint I'honias! for doctors differ) rises a chur(di dedicate.d to 
the Virgin de los Ileiuedios, surrounded by cypresses, from ivliich 
there is one of the. most heautiful view's in tlie world. From this 
]\vrami<l, and it is not tlie least interesting circumstance connected 
with it, Humboldt made many of his valuable astronomical obscTva- 
tioiis. 

The troacln;ry of the people and priests of (!holula, wdio after 
welcoming Cortes and the Spanianls, foriru'd a ]>Uni for extermina¬ 
ting them all, w'hich w'as diseoviTcd hy Dona Marina, through tlu^ 
medium of a lady of the city, was visitiid by him wuth the most 
signal vengeanc(‘. Tlu^ slaughter wuis dreadful; the stroids wxuv 
cover(‘d w'ith dead bodies, and houses and temples were burnt to the 
ground. This great temple was aft(;rwards ])iirirK‘.d hy his orders, 
and the standard of tlie eross solemnly planted in the niiclst. Cho- 
lula, not being on the dirc(;t road io I’ncbla, is little visit(Ml; and as 
for us, our time was now so limited that w'e were obliged to content 
ourselves with a mere passing observation of the pyramid, and then 
to hurry forivanl to Piichla. 

Wo entered that city to the number of oigbteen persons, cigbteen 
horses, ami scvt*ral mules, and passed some people near the gates 
who w'cre carrying blue-eyed angels to the chosen city, and who 
jKiarly let them droj), in astonishment, on seeing such a cavalcade. 
We w^cni very col<l, and felt very tired as w'c rode, into the court-yard 
of the hotel, yet ratliei- chagrined to think that the remainder of our 
journey was now to be performed in a diligence. Having brought 
my stoV civilized life, and it being late, I conclude. 
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LETTEll XXXV. 


Futihlo, 

Yoi* will be surprised when I tell you tliut, notwithstandiiiy: our 
fatigue, Av<' wont to the theatre the evening we arrivecr, ami sat 

through a Iohl. and tragical porfonnatict. In iJn l)ox of j‘>on A -o 

il-o, omi of the richest citizens of Pueblo, who, Jioaring of oui’ 

arrival, instaiitl}'came to invito ns to his house, where, he assnreil ns 
rooms were i)repar<'<l for our recejdioii. Put being no longer in 
savag(‘ parts, where it is neees.<ary to throw yourself on the liospb 
tality of strangers or to sleej) in the open air, wt declined his kind 
offer, ami reimiineil at the inn, Avhieb is very tolerable, tbougli we 
do not see it now (‘n beau as we did last year, Avlien wi‘ were expected 
tlu re. The theatie is elean and neat, hnl dull, and we werennieh 
more looked at than the a(rtoi*s, for few' fondgm‘i>; (ladies esptjcially) 
remain heitj for. any huigth of lime, and their app(‘ara.mv is some¬ 
what of a novelty. <hir toilet oecasiom-d ns no small diliieulty, m>w" 
that we AV(*re again in polislusl cities; for you may imagine the con¬ 
dition of our tnnd?s, which tw'o mules liad gallope<l with over ninety 
leagues of jdain uml mountain, and which had heeii opemsl every 
night. Snell t<jrn gowns, crushed collars, riiined i)elerines! One 
* arpet hag liad burst and discharged its eoub nts of combs, brushes, 
vS:c. over a baiTanca, where? some day they may l.)e pick<?el up as 
Indian antiepnties, ami sent to the Mnsenm, to be pres«‘rvi‘d as a 
proof that libaiteznma’s wives binshed their Itair. However, hy dint 
<»t a Avasherwoman and suiuliy messagi'S to prltiqurron, (})air-dres.se‘rs), 
AV(? w'ere enabled to turn vitf soinetliing likt* Christian tvavellei-s. 
'J’li(‘ first if^ight w'c could not steep on aeeoujd of tin* inniimerahh? 
ants, attraeteel probably by a small ganlen, wilb one or two orange- 
trees in it, into Avbieli our roeun opened. 

The next inornijig w<; liad a great many visiters; and though there 
i- Ijci't* a gooel d<‘al of that inovineial pretension i»ne alwuiys meets 
w ith out of a capital, W’O found some pleH.saii( peoiih* amongst them. 
'J'lie S(.*noia H-o came in a v(?ry handsome carriage, w'ith beau¬ 

tiful northern hor.se.s, and took us out to see sonufthing of the tow'ii. 
Its extreme cleanness after Mexico i.s remarkable. In that respect it 
is the Philadelphia of llu* repuhlie; Avith wide streets, well ])aved; 
large houses of tw’O stories, veiy solid and well-huilt; magnificent 
eliiirehes, plenty of Avater, ami witlial a dulness Avhieh makes one 
feel as if the house.s were i’oaa's of convents, and all tin* people, ex¬ 
cept beggars and a tcAv business men, shut up in performance of a 
vow. 

The house of Don A-o H-o is, I think, more elegantly fur¬ 

nished than any in Mexico. It is of immense size, and the floors are 
heautifiilly painted. Ojie large room is furnished Avith jiale blue 
satin, another Avith crimson damask, and there are line inlaid tables, 
haml.some mirroi-s, and everything in A'ery good tusti-. Ho and his 
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wife arc both very young; she not more than nineteen, veay delicate 
and pretty, and very fair; and in lier dress, neatness, and house, 
she reminds me of a Philadelpliian, always with the ex.ee ption of 
her diamonds and pearls. The ladies smoke more, or at least more 
openly, than in Mexico; but they have so few amusements that they 
deserve more indulgence. There are eleven convents of nuns in the 
city, and taking the veil is as common as being married. We dined 

at the Sefiora H-o’s: found her very amiable, and heard a young 

lady sing, who has a good voice, but complains that theni are no 
music-masters in Puebla. 

'J’he line arts, however, arc not entirely at a stand-still here; and 
in architecture, sculpture, and painting, there is a good d(;al, comj)a- 
rativoly speaking, worthy of notice. There used to he a proverh 
amongst the Mexicans, that “if all men laid live senses, tlie Poblauos 
had seven." They arc (.onsidered very reserved in their manners . 
a natural conscqnenee of their having actually no scjciety. Formerly, 
Puebla rivalled Mexico in population and in industry. The plague, 
wJiieh earrieil oft* lifty tlKUisaml jiersons, was followed by the pesti¬ 
lence of civil war, and Puebla dwindled down to a very secondary 
city. But we now hear a great deal of their cotton factories, and of 
the machines, iiistniineiits, and workmen, brought trom Europe hei e, 
already giving employment to thirty thousand individuals. 

In the evening wc drove to the new paseoy a public promenade, 
where none of tlic imhlie were to he seen, and wdiich w ill he pretty 
wlien the young trees grow. 

19th.—We set out afitjr breakfast with several gentlemen, who 
came to take us to the cotton factories, &c. We went lirst ti> visit 
the factory established at the mill of Santo Domingo, a little way ou!/ 
of the city, and called “Xa (Jomtanda Mejicana*^ (Mexican Oonstancy). 
It was the first established in the republic, and deserves its name 
from the great obstacles that w(!re thiwn in the way of its con- 
striiction, and the numerous dllliculties that liad to be conquered 
before it came into cftect. 

* In a junto for the encouragement of public industry was 

-formed; but the obstacles tlirown in the way of every proposal wen^ 
80 great, that the members all abandoned it in despair, excepting 
only the Senov Don Esteban Antufiano,who was determined himsell' 
to establish a manufactory of cotton, h) give up his commercial re¬ 
lations, and to employ las whole fortune in attaining this object. 

He bought the mill of Hauto Domingo for one liundred and seventy- 
eight thousand dollars, and hogai» to build the edifice, t;mph>ying 
foreign workmen at exorbitant prices. In this he spent so much of 
his capital, that he was obliged to have recourse to the Bank of Avio 
for assistance. This hank {avio meaning pecuniary assistance or 
Jidvancu of funds) was established by Don Lucas Aiaman, ajid in¬ 
tended as an encouragement to iiwlustr>\ But industry is not of thi'- 
nature of a liothouse iftant, to be forced by artificial means; and 
these grants of funds have but created monopolies, and conse^iuentlj' 
added to the gt'uerul poverty. Macbincry, to the amount of three 
thousand eight hundred and forty spindles, was ordered for Antuluino 
from the United States, and a loan granted him of one hundred ami 
seventy-eight thousand dollars, hut of which ho never received the 
whole. Mean while, liis project wtis sneered at as absurd, impossi¬ 
ble, ruinous; but, firmly resolved not to abandon his enterprise, hi) 
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contented hiiiiBcU* with living with the stricteBt economy, liimsel 
iiiid his numerous family almost suffering from want/ and fre¬ 
quently nna])Ic to obtain credit for tin; provisions neocssaiy tor their 
<laily use. 

To ha«ton the arrival of the machineiy, lie sent an agent t(» the 
north to superintend it, and to hire workmen Imt the eoinmeveial 
Jiousc. to wliich lie was r(icominemU‘d, and wiiach at ftmt gave him 
the sums he required, lost their contichmcc in tht* agent, and iv- 
deiiiiii»d«;d their iniuiey, so lliat be was loreed to sell his i lothes in 
order to olhain food and lodgiiie. In July, J8{lo, the machhu*ry was 
cinl)ark(‘d at Philadelphia, and in August arrived at Vera Orliz, to 
lIic <*Jiie of Senor Paso y 'rroncoso, who never ahuudoned Aiituaano 
in his adversity, and evtni lent liiin niiiimitcd sums; butiriuch delay 
ensued, ami a year elajised hef(u*e it reached Ihiebla. There, after 
it was all set up, the igrioraut tonngn woikmen declared tliat no 
good rt‘sults would (‘ver be obtained; that the machines were bad, 
and the cottofi w’a.s worse. However, by tln^ month of Janriary, 
IH:}!), they liegaii to work in the hieiory, to wljieh was given the 
name of ‘‘Alexiean (\uistiincy-‘ A meehanist was Uion sent to the 
iiortli, to ]»ro(*ur<' a e’ollection of mwv machinery; ami, after extra¬ 
ordinary delays and tlifficulties, he embarked with it at New York 
in P\‘bruaiy, l^JlT. 

He was siii])wreek(‘d near Cayo-Jbluest>, and, w^ith all the macliineiy 
]i<i coulil save, ndunnal to the north in the brig “Argos;" but on his 
way there !»<• was shipwrecked again, and all the machinery tost! 
lie went to Philadelphia, to have new imuthines constructed, and in 
August rc-emharktal in tin* “Delaware." Incredible as It may seem, 
Ihe “Delaware" was wrecked off Dayo-Ah;aicaees, and for the third 
time the njsehinu’y was lost., the mechanist saving himself with 
great difficulty ! 

U. seemed as if gods ajid juen had conspired against tin* I'otton 
sfiindles; yet Aiitiifiano ])erKeNcred. Fresh machinery waa onlercd; 
and tliougli by another fatality it was tletaincd, owing to the 
blockade of the ixats by the Freiic;h squMdroti, seven tliousaml 
spjjulles were lamted, and sp4*cdily pnt in operation. Othei-s have 
Ibihiwed iflc cxain])le <d' Setior Antuffano, wIki has given a dwided 
iiiipdbe ii) indiishy in I’uehJa, hesidew a most extraordinary example 
of persovevanei^, and a determined struggle against what men call 
m/ luck, which i)evsc)ris of a feebltj character sink under, while 
stronger minds opiiose till they comtuer it. 

It wiis ill his carriage w(; went, and he aceompanied us all over 
the building. It is beautifully situated, and at a distance has more 
the air of a summer ])alace than of rK'otton factory. Its order and 
.•liriiK ss arc delightful, and in the middle of the c^mrt, in front of 
the i)uilding, is a large fountain ^yf the purest water. A hiicotchmau, 
who has been there tor some time, says he baa never seen anything 
to compare with it, and he worketl six years in the United States, 
Antufiano is unfortunately very deiif, and obliged to use an ear- 
irumpct. He seems an excellent man, and I trust h(i may be nlti- 
iiiatclv successful. We came out covered with cotton, fis if w^e hSwl 
been just unpacked, and were next taken to visit a very Iwintkujnae 
ne^s' prison, which they are hiiilding in the city; hut whether it will 
e.ver he ffnished or not is more <lauljtfnl. Wc als<i visited the 
Foundling Hospital : a large building, w^here there are more children 
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than funds. 'I’hey were all clean and rcspectablc-lookinsf'hut very 
poor. Antufiano presented them with two hundred dollai*s, as a 
ineinorial, he said, of our visit. 

We dined aj^ain in the house of Sefior II-o. The manner in 

which his doors are painted is pretty and tJiuious. It is an imitation 
of carpets, and is very rich in appearance and very cool in reality. 
A f^reat many of the doors licre are painted in this way, cither upon 
canvas.s with oil-coloiirs, or upon a cement oxt(‘mled uj)on the bricks 
of which the door is made, and prei)ared with glue, lime, or clay, 
and soap. 

Senor H-o has four young ami pretty sistors, all nuns in 

didertuit convents. As there arc no othtir schools but these con¬ 
vents, the young girls who are sent there bect uie attached to tlu; 
nuns, and prefer remaining with them for ever to returning home. 

After <linner, accompanied by Don N. llamos Arispe, wdiom 0-ii 

formerly knew intimately in Madrid, and by vaiious other ecclesi¬ 
astics, \vc visited the boast of Puebla, the catluidral,'' which we did 
not do wlieii we passed through the city on our arrival last year. 
To my mind, 1 have never seen anything more noble and magni- 
deent. It is said that the ra])id progress of the building was owing 
to the assistance of two angels, who nightly descended and addeil to 
its height, so that each morning the astonisluid w^orkincn found their 
laliour incredibly advanced. The name given to the city, “Puebla 
d(i los Angeles,” is said to be owing to tliis tradition. 

It is not so large as the cathedral of Mexico, but it is more elegant, 
simpler, and in Indter taste. Sixteen columns of ex<iuisite marble, 
adorned with silver and gold, form the Inhcrnack (in Mexico called el 
c/pm). This native marble, called Puebla marble, is brought from 
the «iuarries of Totamehuacaii and Tccali, at two and seven leagues 
from the city. 'I’he door of the cathedral is of marble; the great 
screens and iiigh-])aekod chairs are. of riehly-carvcd cedar. Kveiy- 
thing was opened to show" us: the tombs wlicre the bishops are 
buried ; the vault where a martyr lies, supposed to have been mira- 
eulously juescu’ved for centuries, tlie gift of a pope to a bishop of 
.i’uebla. The dgure appeal’s to be of wax, enclosing llie skeleton of 
the martyr, and has the most angolie eountenanee 1 ever beheld. It 
is loaded w'ith false emeralds and diamonds. 

In the evening w’C went witli the M- family, who havt) been 

very civil Uj us, to the theatre, where, wt; saw a comedy better acted 
and more amusing than the tragedy which they murdered tw'o nights 
l)e.fore. AVe went early the next nr/ruing to the bishop’s palace, to 
see his ^ue library and collection of paintings, where there were a 
few modern originals and many line copies of the old mastei’s. Wt^ 

tlien w'ent with the Sefiora H-o, to re.turn the visits of the ladies 

wJio had called on us. The young ladies invariably complain that 
they have neither music, nor drawing, nor dancing-masters. Therij 
is evidently a great deal of musical tasti^ among them, and, as in 
every part of Alexico, town or country, there is a piano (tal cual) in 
ovei’>" house; hut most of those who play arc self-taught, and natu¬ 
rally abandon it vei y soon, for want of instruction or cncourag(‘inent. 
Wc are now going to dine out, and in the evening we go to a con¬ 
cert in tlie theatre, given by the Sigfiora Cesari and Mr. Wallace. 
As we must rise at three, to set off by the diligence, I shall write no 
more from this place. Our next lettera will be from Mexico. 
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Mexico, 2Uh. 

NVk went to tlio concert with <mr frieinis. the PJ-os. The music 

wuh better than the instrinnents, aii<i the. Sit'ihna Cesio: lookoii 
hundsome, us she always does, besides bein^ beautil'ully drossnl iji 
white, witli Paris wreatiis. We took leave oi’ our trieiids at the door 
of tlie hotel, at one in the inorninjrj and lay down for two hours, in 
the full <‘\'\K<;talion of beinj^ robbed the t(>llo\vin^ day: a eircuin- 
stance which has now ^rown so eonnnon, th.-it wlieii the diliirenee 
from Piielda arrives in safety, it excites rather m<m* sensation than 
when it has been stoppcMl. The j^oxiu nor bad onlered ns an escort 
to Mexico, to be station(‘<l about every six le*aj;iies, but last wetdi the 
1 ‘seurt itself, iind even the gallant olheei* at its head, were Kusp(*eted 
of l)ein>( the plmulenux Our ehief hope lay in thait well-known 
mivueidons knowledge ’.\hieh they poss(‘ss as to the, vaiiK? of all tra¬ 
vellers' hmnai^e, whieli no doubt not onh makes them aware that 
we are mere pilj.;rims for pleasure, and not fresh arrivals laden with 
Kindp< an coiumodities, but als<i rondel's them pe.rfeetly familiar \\itb 
the eonti'uts of our well-shaken povtmanb au.s; so tliat we trusteil 
tiiat u it. n/j'f or two, a few rinL(.s and earriiii^s, and one or two shawls, 
would jn)t lU’ove snlUeieiit to tempt them. We ejot into the dilif,rtmce 
in the dark, half-asleep, bavjji,i( taken all the. jdau'S but three, whh h 
w* re eiii^af^ed before we < Hine; some sleepy soldiers on horsrdiuek 
ready to aceompany us, and a loaded stiekiii^^ out of each win- 
<lo\v. Various lie^i^ars. who are here innumerable, already siirronndeil 
us; and it is, bv-the-way, a remarkabie <irer-uistaiiee, that notwilh-. 
s(.uidin;i- llu* ama/iii^- numbers of the Ayv. f/.' in Pu‘‘])la. thi- ehurches 
il.ere are kept senipulously clean, from win'eli .Mexico mi^'ht take a 
bint with advajila^^i*. 

V\(‘ were awakened at a posada by their brinjrini;- ns some hot 
eolTee; ami a man yvith a xvhite uii^htcap on, having poked his head 
in at the window, in delianee of a loadi d musket, I concluded he 
was a h'jit’rOj and sleepily ttild him I had nothiiij^ fo||^iiiu, in the 
jjhrase of the eoimtry to importunate beii;.c>iis. “Perdorm Y. ])or 
Ihos!” (“ pjxcuse me, for (Jod’s wike !’') But he jirovod to be a gen- 
I liunau, who merely eaine to put himself aiul his property at our dis¬ 
posal at that early iiour of the morninf;. 

When we entered tlie Mack forest, and passed through the dark 
]UJie woods, then the stories of robbers began, just as jneople at sea 
seem to take a particular pleasure in talking of shipwrecks. Kverv 
cross had its talc of murder; and, by-the-w'ay, it seems to me that a 
work written with contminmnee ih caiiw., and entitled, ‘*11181017 of 
the Crosses,” though it might not equal tlie ‘‘History of tJie Cm- 
ftmlen,'' would be quite as interesting, and much more rtunautic, than 
the ’‘Newgate Calendar.” The dilhculty would consist in procuring 
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authentic information concerning them. TJicre were a lady an#l two 
gentlemen in the diligence, and the lady seemed to be very much 
<m fail as to their purport and history. LTndor one her own servant 
was buried, and she gave rather a graphic account of his murder, 
fie was sitting outsidc^ on tlie top of the diligence. The party within 
were numerous, but unarmed. Suddenly a number of robbers, with 
masks on, came shouting down upon them from amongst the i^ine 
trees. M’hcy tirst took aim at the poor inozo^ and shot him througlx 
the heart. He fell, calling in piteous tones to a padre who wjis in 
in the coach, entreating him to stop and confess him, and groan¬ 
ing out a iiirewell to his friend the driver. Mortal fear ixrevailed 
over charity both in priest and layman,.and the coachman, whipping- 
up his liorses, passed at full gallop over the body of thi* murdered 
man ; so that tlu* robljcrs, being on foot, the remainder oi‘ the pai’ty 
esarped. 

Whilst we ivcrc listening to tales of blood and murder, our escort 
took leave of us, supposing that we should meet anotlicr immedi¬ 
ately, whcioas we found that wo had arrived at the most dangerous 
part of the road, and tliafc no soldiers were in sight. We certainly 
made up our minds to an atta<;k this time, and got ready our rings 
ami watches, not to hide, but to give; for we women kind were 
clcmly of opinion, that in Ciiso of an attack it was much better to 
attempt no defence, our party having only two guns amongst them. 

There was a diligence some way behind us, full of people, and 
iKjlonging to another line; driven l)y a Yankee coachman, s<^ drunk 
that he kept his seat with diiticulty, and in deiiance of all remon¬ 
strances, persisted in driving the cotuh at a gallop elose by the brink 
of the great precipice along which the road woumL; so that the poor 
passengers'were exposed to a double danger. 

Suddenly our escort appeared at the k)p of the hill, and the 

officer, riding up, excuscid himself to C-n for the dehiy, which 

had arisen from their having htjen engtiged in a skirmish with the 
robbers in that very place Two, he said, were taken, and be had 
marched them olf to Puebla, when; they will probably be let off in 
^a tew <lays,,after a form of trial. Four had escaped, and had hid 
'themselves amongst the ti*ees and rocks, hut could not, according to 
his calculations, be very far off. However, we were (piite re-assured 
by the arrival of the soldiers, and tlie sight of Bio Frio wxis very 
reviving. ,We got a very tolerable dinner from the Bordelaisc in 
the for(;st-v.alley; and although the next part of Hie road is reckoned 
very insecure, we had no longer any apprehension, as, besides hav¬ 
ing an cseoill the fiuit that some of the robbers had been taken a 
few houm b«ore, made it very unlikely that they would renew their 
attimipts that day. 

This pestilence of robbers, which infests the republic, has never 
been eradicated. They arc, in fact, the growth of civil war. Some¬ 
times in the guise of insurgents, taldng an active poi’t in the inde¬ 
pendence, they have independently laid waste the country, and 
robbed all whom they met. As expellers of the Spaniards, these 
anned bauds infested the roads between Vera Cruz and Hie capital, 
ruined all commerce, and, without any particular inquiry into poli¬ 
tical opinions, robbed and murdered ht all directions. In 1824, a 
law was proposed in congress,' which should subject all armed bauds 
of robbers to military Judges, in order to shorten proceedings; for 
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3 n«.n}fc()f those who had been apprehended and thrown into prison 
i’oniid sonni oppoitiinity to cscaiie while their trials were ponding, 
anti many had been imprisoned four or five timt's tV>r the same 
olleiice, yet never bronglit to justice. In this law were included 
both robbeiti by profession and those bodk^s ot insuigcivts who were 
merely extempore amakuirs. 

lint, whau^ver measures have been taken at diftbreut times to 
i;radicati} this evil, its causes remiiiu; and the idle anrl unprlnciplcil 
will ahvays take advantage ot the disoi>?ani7.od state of tlivJ eonutr.t 
to <.)btain by foretJ what they might gain by honest labour. 

-sjiys gravely, that lie cjuinot imagine why >vo complain of 

Ab^xicaii robbers, when the city of London is full of organised gangs 
of ruftiaiis, whom the laws cannot reach, aiul when j’higliidi high- 
Avaymen and lionsehreakers arc tlie most celebrated in tin* world. 
Moreover, that ^Icxiean lobhei’S arc noYcr unnecossuvily cruel, ami 
in fact are very easily moved to compassion, 'fins last assertion 
may occaskmally hohl good; but their cruelties to travellers are too 
well ktuiwn t<j ]H*!ir him out in it us a geuerui leuiurk. 

As a lu'ool' of their occasional moderation, 1 may mention, that 

the ladies of the F-a family, ut (he tiuje of tluiir emigration, 

were travelling from JMexico willi a padre, when tlie\ were met I)y 
a party of rohhers or insurgents, who stopju'd (he eoaeh and com 
Tiienced pillaging. Aimmgst other ariielcs of value, Mu;y seized a 
number of silver tlislies. 'Plie padi\i oIisci vimI to them, iliat as this 
])liire did not helong to the laditcs, hut was lent tlieni by a friend, 
they would be obliged to replace it, ami rc(piestc<l that one miglit 
be left: as a pattern. rcasonalih; creatnres instantly rcturiual a 

disl) and a <'ovor! 

Ajjotiu'r lime. haviJig completely strippe*! an linglish gentleman 
and his servant, and ti< d them hoth to a tree, observing that tlu‘ 
man appeared jjarticiilariy distress(‘d al thi^ loss of his mustei's 
sjuii-s, they i>olitely returnetl and laid tin* spurs Ixiside the gentle- 
man. 

About four o’clock, though nearly hliiuled with dust, w^e. once 
more looked down ujwjui tlie valley of Mexi'o; and at five, during 

• mi last change of hoi-scs, we were, mot hy Lon M -1 del C- 

and the Knglish < ()uvicr J3eni:«i, who had ri^ldeii out to meet us, and 
ac<*ompanied us on their fine homes as fai as the Larita. Here vv(*. 
found our cal'riag(^ waiting; got in ami drove through Mexico, 
dusty as we were, iiiid warlike iW we seemed with gnus at the win¬ 
dows. In tlie Lallc J^aii Francisco, the carriage w.as KtO{)|)ed hy 

^Tr. -, Secretary to the English legation, who in^^d. us to a 

grand masked and fsney carnival ball to bo givon^u Monday, 
it being now Saturday. On our return home we fouml everything 
in good order. Had some tlitticulty in procuring ball-dresses in 
time. 

On Sumlay we had a number of peoph* to din mu’, by chance, it 
being Spanish fashion to dine at a friend's house without invitation. 
This evening we go to the UiJl. 

2 fith.—'J’he baU was in the theatre, and very brilliant; but t«x) 
many of the first people on these wcasions keep their boxes, and 
do not dance; yet it wtus w'ondertully select for so large an assem¬ 
bly. AV'heti wc arrived, we were W up-stairs hy some of the com¬ 
missioner, those who had eliarge of the ball, to the E—~'s box, 
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whom we found, as usual, elegantly dressed; the married ladies of 
the family with diamonds, the younger ones in white crape and 
gold. I had a black silk mask, but finding myself universally re¬ 
cognised, saw no particular advantage in keeping it on, and 
promptly difscarded it. We took a few turns in the ball-room, and 
afterwards returned to the box. There were some capital ligures in 
masks, and some beautiful ball-dresses; and though tliere were a 
number of dominoes and odd figures, 1 could not help remarking 
the great improvement in toilet which had taken place since the 
fancy ball of last year. One or two girls, especially the Senorita 

M-, wore ball-dresses which could only have proceeded from the 

fingers of a Varisian module, Madame de-, ilressed as a peasant, 

and with a mask, was known everywhere by her small foot ami 
pretty figure. But it is impossible to look on at a ball vcjiy long, 
not mingling with it, without growing tired; and not even the 
numerous visitors to our ]>ox could prevent us from feeling much 
more sleepy than during many a moonlight ride througfi the lovely 
lanes of the tierra caliente. 


LETTER XXXVIL 

San Anffcl^ uOl/t March. 

fx is a long while since I last wrote; hut tliis week has been em¬ 
ployed in moving into the conntiy, and making arrangcunents for 
the sale of our furniture, in consequence of our having received 
official news from Spain of the noniiimtion of a new envo.v extra¬ 
ordinary and minister plenipotcJitiary to the republic of Mexico. 
As, on acconiit of the yellow fever at Vera (hnz, we shall not wish 
to i)ass through that city later than May, it is necessaiy to he in 
l eadiness to start when the new ministt'r aiTivc.s. On Tlinrsday last 
wo came out to this place, within three leagues of Mexico, where 
Don Francisco Taglc has kindly lent ns his unoccupied country 
house. As wo luid an infinity of arrangements to make, much to 
bring out, mncli to leave, anil all Mexico to see, you will excuse this 
long silence. Our house in town we leave to the guardianship of 
the liousek^j^er* the other servants follow us here. 

This house is veiy large, and has a fine garden and orchard full 
of fruit, with pretty walks all through it, and a sort of underwood 
of roses and sweet-peas. It is a great pulque hacienda; and, besides 
Avhat is sent into Mexico for sale, the court is constantly filled with 
the halfinaked Indians from the village, who cinnc to have their 
jarrors filled with that inspiring beverage. Then there is Dofia Bar¬ 
bara (the guardian of the pulque)^ a Spanish administrador, a number 
of good-looking Indian women, and babies d diserHion. There is a 
small chapel, a piazza, with handsome pillars going all round the 
interior court-yard of the house, p billiard-table, and idcnty of good 
rooms. In front of the house are the maguey-fields, and tlie azotea 
commands a beautiful y;43w of the neighbouring villages, San Angel, 
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< V)yol?ii«can, Misciiaque, &c. with their woods and j^ardens, as well 
as of tile city itself, with its lakes and volcanoes. 

As (/-ii’s affaii's take him to Mexico nearly every day, we feel 

a little lonely in this large house*, even though perf<!<;tly eouifi>i*tahlc; 
and hesides the extreme stillness and solitude, it is not eonsidcred 
saf<j for us to walk out alone: t'lousequently the orchard must T)Ound 
our wishes. And, of course, heing prohibited from going farther, 
we have the greatest desire to do so! lu tlio evening, liowewr, 
wh(?Ji onr cahalkros return, we fretpiently wall; down to the village, 
wheni the English minister’also luis a house. 

San Angel is pretty in its own way, with its fields of maguci>, its 
sealtc‘red In.ases, that look like tin. lcu>,r of h.qtt*r days, its 

market-place, parish cliureh, ehuridi of Kl (Airmen, V'ith tin. monas- 
teiy ami liigh-wulled gardens adjoining; with its narrow lanes, 
Indian huts, profusion of pink roses, little bridge and avmiue, ami 
(-•lusters of ^rees; its houses for (f'/npcnunf'/ifo {•'nnMifnlion^ as they call 
those where Mexican families coim* resiii;^ in snmmcr), with tlieir 
grated windows, ami gardens jind oreliards ; and I lien the distant 
view' of Mexico, with tfie c;v11iedral hiweis, \t)lram>es, and lofty 
mountains, scattered churches and long lines of trees; and nearer, 
the pretty villages of ('oyohnaeuii and Miscnaiiue; and everywhere 
the old cliureh, the broken arirli, tin- aneuMil cross, with its faded 
Hower-gaiiaiuls, to comnu*iriorat<‘ a murder, or erected as an act of 
pu;tv: all is so cliavacteristic of Mexico, that tlie landscape could 
iK'long to no other iv.n* of the known world. 

'J’lier<i is th<‘ Indian willi his hlank« t. extraiding the /mlfjm- from 
the maguey; the ranelicTo, with h(‘r rcfumo ami humd-hriinmcd hat, 
passing by inuni her ass; the old hportt, in rugs, sitting ha«sUing in 
the siiu upon the stone seat in front of liie door; thi! poor Indian 
woman, with matted hair and brown h:il»y hanging hehiml her, 
refreshing herself hv drinking three filaeoa ( halfpence) worth pulfpN- 
from njarrito (litthi (.‘{irthen Jar); tlui jiortly and wcll-lotiking padn* 
prior dd Carden (tla^ Carmelite friar), sauntering np the lane at a 
Ieisiir(.‘ly pace, all th(‘ little ragged hoys, down to the mei'est urchin 
I hat ('an hardly lisp, dragging off their larg«‘, we,IM)«»liMl liats. witli 
a “ Ihatnoit dia:<, padreviioV' (flood morning htilc fatJier!); tin* ialher 
n'plying with a henevolent smile, and a slighi soiiml in ids throat, 
int. n(hid for a Benrdidle! and all that ndgld h(' dull in aiiy^^other 
eliniat(i brightened ;ind made light and gay hv tin' ])urest atmos¬ 
phere, and Iduest sky, and softest air, that ci'er blew or shone upon 
a naughty woild. 

We are now approaching tin; H(jly We^dc ou(,*(^ moref^in Mt'xico a 
sc(‘n(? of N'aricty in the streets and of splemlour in the churches; hut 
ill tlu! country a play, a sort of melodrama, in which tin.*, sutfering-s, 
death, ami burial of our Saviour, are rejiresenti'd by living figures in 
paiitominie. We luiv<.‘ Jicard a great deal of tlieso ropresentations, 
*aml are glad to have the opportunity of seeing thiun, whieh wc in¬ 
tend to do in the village of C^oyohiiacan, wht;re they are ]>artioiilaiiy 

(’urious. llesides this, our friends the A-s have a liouse tlnoe 

for the season, and, as the city of Cortes's predilection, it is idassic 
ground. Mean while, for tlie last few days, tlsi country has been 
overrun with riiarisees, Xazarenes, Jews, and figures of the Saviour, 
eavrit'd ah(.»ut in procession; all this in preparation for tlie Holy 
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Tho first evening we arrived here there was a Tcpresentation of 
the riiarisces searching for Christ. Tlie Pharisees were very finely 
dressed, either in scarlet stuff and gold or in green and silviW, with 
helmets and feathem, mounted upon horses which are taught to 
dance and rear to the sound of music; so that, upon tho whole, thej' 
looked Ufce performers at Astley’s. Tlicy came on with nmsic, 
riding up tiie lanes until they arrived in front of this house, vvlnc;h 
being the principal place hereabouts, they came to first, and where 
the Indian workmen and servants were all collected to see them. 
I'hey rode about for some time, as if in search of Christ, until a full- 
length figure of the Saviour appeared, dressed in purple *rohos, car¬ 
ried on a platform by four men, and guarded on all sides by soldiers. 
It is singidar that, after all, thcie is nothing ridiciilons in these e.x- 
hibitiqns; on the contrary, something rather terrible. In thtj first 
place, the music is good, which would hardly he the case in any but 
a Mexican village; the dresw's are really rich, the gold .is all real, 
and the whole has the effect of confusing tlio imagination into the 
belief of its being a true scene. 

The next evening the same procession j^assed, with some additions, 
always accompanied by a crowd of Indians from the villages, num, 
women, and c>hildren. Bonfires were made before the door of the 
hacienda, which were lighted whenever tlie distant music was Inward 
approaching, and all the figures in the procession carried lighted 
lamps. The Saviour was then led up to the d<K>r, and all the crowd 
w<?nt up to kiss his feet. The figure which is earned about this 
evening is calltKl “Our Saviour of the Column,’' and represents tlie 
Saviour tied to a pillar, bleeding, and crowned with thorns. All 
this must sound very profane; but the people are so cpiiet, seenmo 
ilevout, and so much in earnest, that it appears much less so than 
you would believe. . . . 

The cross ^vas planted here in a congenial soil; and as In the 
pagan Kast the statues of the divinities frequently did no more than 
change their names from those of heathen gods to those of Christian 
saints, and image-worship apmirently contimied, though the mind 
of the Christian was directed flom the being represented to the true 
and only God who inhabits eternity, so here the poor Indian still 
bows before visible representations of saints said virgins, as he did 
in for^fier days before the monstrous shapes representing tlie unseen 
pow^ers of the air, the eartli, and tlie water; hut he, it is to be feared, 
lifts his thoughts no higher than the rude imago which a rude hand 
has carved. The mysteries of Christianity, to affect his untutored 
mind, must we visibly represented to his eyes. lie kneels before the 
bhicding imago of the Saviour w'ho died for him; bcftn-c the gracious 
form of tho Virgin who intercedes for him; but be believes that tln^re 
are many Virgins, of various gifts, and possessing various degrees of 
miraculous jxiwer and different degrees of wealth, according to tho 
<juaUtiy ahd number of tlie diamonds and jxiarls with which tlioy are* 
endowed: one even who is the rival of the other; one who will bring 
rain when there is drought, and one to whom it is wiill to pray in 
s(‘asons of inundation. Mexico owes miicli of its peculiar beauty to 
tlu‘ religious or supemtitious feelings of its inhabitants. At ever>' 
step we see a white cross gleaming amongst the trees, in a solitary 
path, or on the top of some rugged and barren rock—a symbol oi’ 
fnff-.h ’ibj.co;, and wherever the footstens of man have 



UFS IN MEXICO. 


175 

ns'itnP, and some three or four have Katliered toj.vether, tliore, while 
the ruined huts prochuin the poverty of the inmateB, the temple of 
God neies in cMtinparativc splendour. 

It is stranpte, yet well authenticated, and has fjjiveu rise to many 
theories, that the synihol of the cross was alnuidy ktunvu to the 
Indians before the arrival of Cortes. In the island of (-oyannel, near 
yueatan, there were fieveral; and in Vmatiin itself there was a stone 
cross; juid there an Inrlian, oonsideved a proplu't amonp; his country 
men, had declared that a nation hcariiiK the sjum; as a symM aliouid 
ivrrivL* from a distant country! More extraordinary still wiw a temple 
dedicatiMl to the Holy Cross hv the ToUec nation in the city of 
inioliila. Is car Tnlansingo, also is »•. ero;^ ori,(rv»,ived on a rock, 
svrtli various charaettirs, which the Indians hy tradiiir>n attrilmte to 
the apostle Saint Thomas. In Oajaca also there existed a cross 
which tlio Indians from tim^ iinimunorial had been aceustonn*d to 
consider divine «ymhol. order of the Vushop (!(‘rvantes, it 
was placed in a sumptuous eh}i]>cl in the cuCieiiral. Information 
concernim!: it^? discovery, togetluT with a small cross cut out of its 
wood, was sent to Rome to raid the Kifth, wlio received it on his 
knees, sin^inf? the hymn, lietfis j)rodmnt” &e. 

If a.ny one wislies to try the ctleot of stronj*' contrast, let him conu‘ 
direct from the United States to tliis oonuti-y; hut it is in the villasi s 
espticially that the coTitrast is most striking?. TravelUn*^ in New 
I’Jngland, for example, we ari'ive at a small and 'ttoiirishinjr villa<?e. 
We see four new churches, proclaimings four ditferent sects; religion 
suit(*.il to all customei-s. These worshni diurehes or nnH*tiug-hous("s 
are all new, all painted white, or perhaps a hriglit red. Hard hy is 
a tavern wHh a green paling, as clean and as new as the ehui’ches, 
and there are also various smart stores and neat dwidling-housf^s; all 
new, all wooden, all clean, and all ornamented with slight Grt^eian 
}>i11arH. 'J'he whole luis a cheerful, trim, and ilourisliing aspect. 
Houses, churches, stoi-es, and taverns, all are of a piectj. They art^ 
suited to the present ^lergency, whatever that may l>e, though they 
will iMrvcr make fine ruins. Kveiydhii^ proclai ms [)rospcrity, equality, 
consistency; the past ft>rgotkm, tlui ^semt :dJ in all, and the future 
inking ean^ of itsidf. No delicate attentions to jmstcrity, wliiidi can 
never pay its debts. No Iteggars. If a man has even a liole in his 
' oat, he must he latidy fi om the Emerald Isle. 

TranspoJt yonnsieif hi Imagination from this New England village 

to tliat of-, it matters not which, not far from Mexico. “ J^ook 

on this picture, and on that.” The Indian huts with their half- 
nak(‘d inmatt'sand little gardimsfidl of flowers; the hututhemselves, 
either built of clay, or the ha1f>ruiucd hmux, noifes of some stom.? 
huilding; at a little distance a hacienda, like n. deseited palace, built 
of solid luHSonry, with it^ inner patio surroundiid liy thick ston(> 
pillars, with great walls and irondiaiTcd windows that might staiul 
a siege. Here a mined arch and cioss, so solidly Imiit that one 
eanniit hut w'ondcr how the stones ever emmhled away. There, 
rising in the midst of old faithful-looking trees, the chiireh, gray ami 
aiKieiit, hut strong as ir de.signcd for tdernity; with its saints and 
virgins, anil martyrs and relics, its gold and silver, imd precious 
stones, wliosc value would buy up all thi‘ sp.’irc lots in t)jc New 
-England village; the ItyCro^ with scarce a rag to < over him, kneeling 
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observe the stone wall that hounds the road for more than a'mile ; 
the fruit-trees overtoppin^if it, high though it he, with their loaded 
hranehos. 'rhis is the convent orchard. And that great Oothie pile 
of huilding, that stands in hoary majesty, surmounted by the lofty 
mountains, whose oloud-enveloped summits, tinged by the evening 
sun, rise behind it; what could so noble a building be but the 
monastery, ])erbaps of the (^armclites, bccjiuse of its exceeding rich 
garden and woll-(.*ho8(m site? for they, of all monks, are richest in 
this world’s goods. Also wc may see the rcvcjrend old prior riding 
slowly from under the arched gate up the village lanes, the Indians 
coming from their huts to do him lowly reverences as he. ])asses. 
Here everything reminds us of the jKist: of the conquering Spaniards, 
who seemed to build for eternity;-impressing eacli work with their 
own solid, grave, and religious character; of the triumphs of Catho¬ 
licism; and <)f the Indians when (kirtes^tirst startled them from their 
repose, and stood before them like the fiilfdment of a half forgotten 
prophecy. It is the i>iesent that seems like a dream, a pale reilcction 
of the past. All is d(;caying and growing fainter, and men siicni 
trusting to some unknown future wliich they may never see. One 
government has been abandoned, and there is none in its ]>lace. 
One revoluthm follows another, yet the remedy is not fouml. Let 
them beware, lest, half-a-ccntnry later, they he a\vakene(l from their 
delusion, and find the oathcdrartunied into a meeting-house, and all 
painted white; the raiUmj melted down; the silver transfornu'd into 
dollars; the Virgin’s jewels sold to the highest bidder; tli(‘ floor 
washed (which would <lo it no harm); and round the whoh; a nice 
now wooden paling, freshly done in green: and all this })erfonned by 
some of the artists from ih(^ wide-atcake republic farther noi th! 

Just as I wrote these words, a shower of crackers startled nu^ from 
the profane ideas in which T was indulging; ami the prancing of tlu; 
horses of Jews and Pharisees, and the crackling of honlires, Avarn nu^ 
that it is time to take an evening stroll, tliat the sun is down, and 
the air refreshing. Howev<;r, as to crackers and rockets, the common 
people enjoy them hy day as much as by night. It is tlieir favourite 
method of coiinmuiioratiug ally event, civil or religious. “ What do 
you suppose the Mexicans will he doing now?” said King Ferdinand 
ito a Mexican who was at the Spanish court, shortly after the final 
siicce|B of the reA'oliitionists. “Lc^tting off rockets, yonr majesty,” 
answCTed the Mexican. “Well, I Avoiider wliat they are doing now 
in Mexico!" said the king in the afternoon. “ Tirando whrXc.% letting 
off rockets, your majesty." His majesty chose to repeat the qiu*slion 
in the evening. “What will your countrymen he doing now?” 
“ The same thing, your majesty. Still letting off rocktjls." 

Yesterday wc drove into Mexico, to see how matters stood in our 
house, and received a nuiuhcr of visitors in our deserted apartments. 
Just before Ave left Mexico for this place, three very magnificent 
aides-de-(‘amp brought ns an invitation from General Valencia to 
attend a hall to la^ giA'cn hy him and other officers, in the theatre, 
to the president, on the occasion of his excellency’s being d(;clarecl 

beneinerito de ktpatria.” We did not go, as Ave wore setting off for 
the country; but —^n, being requested, as were the other ininis- 
tei-s, to send the colours of his nation, did so, and to-day there is 
much talk in Mexico, besides a paragraph in the? iievvspapei's, con- 
r these matters. It appears that the drapeaux^ whether hy 
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ncchlcnt^iv were improperly placed, and tliest* faults in eti- 

ipudtc arc not iiinoinmon liore. The English i»»inis|.<*r. having 
ohwrved that his tfrapeau was placed in a suhordiiiati' rank, and 
iiiuling that his warnings beforehand on the subject, and his o^pve- 
sentations on seeing it, were, neglected, out it down and left the ball- 
voom, folloAved by all tin*. English who were there. 


LETTER K^iXym. 


On Moly Thnii<d!iv we 'went early‘in the morning to (.'ovohuacan 
(now ])roin)unec<l Ouva<;an), whicli is almost a eimtirmation of the 
village of San Angt;!; but then* are more tre'es in it, and evaay houst* 
has its garden, or at least its inner court, Jillcd with orange-trees. 
Here, after tin* total destruetion of tin* aneiimt Ten«)elitillan, Cortes 
look u]» liis residence for several niontbs Here iu* founded a con¬ 
vent of nuns, and in his testament he desii (‘d to h<* hurled in this 
• •invent, “in whaU;A'cr j)ait of the world I may linish iny days.” 
rh(‘ eoiUjiieror's last wislies in this rt;sp(M-t were not held saered. At 
th<‘ tim(‘ of the con<(u<*st.. Co^'ohnaean, together willi 'J\ienhaya, &c. 
.-'food upon the margin of tin* Lake of 're/(;iu*t>: most of Mie houses 
■'milt within the water upon stftkes, so that tin « anoes entered hy a 
i )W door. Tins \^as undouhtedlv the favoinit.<*. retreat of Cortes, 
.nnl it is now oin- of the prettiest villagi's near Mexico. Its chnreh 
Is wonderfully liaiidsome: one of thelinest village churches w<* have 
vet s<*en. 

One of the prettiest places in the village belongs to eji order of 
monks called the Tadres Cainilos. It consists of a lionsc and garden, 
wlnTc tlie monks go hy turns to enjoy t^ er»nj)lry air. C^.)Trifortahle 
padres! There is omM’ooin looking inro tin* garden, and opening 
into a walk l>ordered hy rose-lmshes, which is snnh a plaee for a 
i.'ool, retired, fragrant. A hammock witli a mattress on it is 
' ^ ii' r(»ss the ro<nn, and here the good padi\*. may lie:, with|^ne 
eye opeiieil to the lost^s, ainl the otin*!' close.fl in inward meditatnm. 
!b»wev(a’, its wl^oh^ merit consists in being cJe.‘a,nlv and neatly kept; 
for it is a hirge, em])ty liouse, and the garjlen. so called, is little 
nion* than §, pastun.'-tield, with nice gravtil walks ent through it, 
liordi-red with line rose-l)Ushes, and heaiitilied h\ a eh*a.r fountain. 

Wo went to the A-’s housi!, wliieh is Isalf-wtiy between San 

Ang(‘l and (’oyoliuacan; the Sonora A-tlrivibg me herself in an 

o]»on carretefia with Avliite./r/^o/i^.-* (northern horses), which, ebni])ared 
with the spirited little Mexican stc;eds, look gigantic. W’c* went finst 
aO see the «;}inreh, which was hrilliantly illuminated, and orjianiented 
with loads of llowers and fruit (i*speeiaJly orang(^s), and tlironged 
with ragg(‘d kjtPros and hlanketed Indians. \\\' then set off, to 
emleaxonv if possible to lind a place in the, crowd, who had hurried 
olY to see cl jji'cndimimto (the taking of Christ), and to hear the 
curate ]>reacli an appropriate seniioji in a pcniahle pulpit anioiig&t 
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We made our way through the 2 )atient, h^onz€^d, and hhiiiketed 
crowd, not without sundry misgivings as to the effects of ecil com¬ 
munication; and at length r<.*aclied the procession, all ranged on the 
grass under the trees, in a pretty and secluded little grove, in two 
long rows fronting each other; each person carrying a lamp sur¬ 
mounted hy a plume of coloured feathers, very ingeniously made of 
coloured spun glass. They were all dressed in the costume of Pha¬ 
risees, .Ji'ws, Jlomans, &c. 'Phe image of the Saviour was shortly 
after carried through on a idatform, to the sound of music, follow eil 
hy th(; eleven disciplt\s, and was traced in a kind of Lower anfongst 
the trees, supposed to givi^ a rejirosontation of the garden of (hithsi'- 
luaiie. A. portable pulpit, cover(‘(l wdth shining stuff, was carried 
in, and x>Iacc‘d beneath a tree just out^de of this tiiclosure, aiul so<ui 
after the curate arrived, and mounted into his place. A nuirihcr of 
little raggtal boys, wbo had climbed up on the very topmost branches 
of the trees, to have a good view’, -were piked down with lanees by 
llie Jews, notwithstanding tlujir st.*emmgly just rem'onstancos that 
they w’ere doing no harm; but w'hon the Jews observed iri answer 
to their Qm hacemosT* (“Wliat arc W’C doing?") “The sefior 
cura will he angry,” they tumbled down one on the top of the other 
like ripe apides, and then stood watching for the first convenient 
oppoitunity of slipping up again. 

The curate began his sermon by an account of the sufferings aiid 
persecution of Christ; of the caus(is and effects of his death; of the 
sinfulness of the Jews, &c. He talked for about half-an-hoiir, ami 
his sermon was simple enough and adapted to his audience. Hr 
described the agony of Christ when In the garden to wiiich he often 
resorted with his disciples, and the treachery of Judas who knew’ tlir* 
place, and who “having received a hand of men and officers irom 
the chief priests and Pharisees, eometh thither AvitJi hinteiiis am! 
torclies and wea])ons." As h(‘ went on describing tln^ circumstaiiees 
minutely, one wlio rc])re.Kent<!d a spj, with a horrible mask like a 
pig's face, wnis seen looking through the trees where the Saviour was 
concealed; and shortly after, Judas, his fhte covered w'Hh a black 
crape, and followed by a liilid of soldiers, glided through steallbilv. 
“Now," said the eiiriite, “observe- what the traitor does. He hatli 
given them a sign, saying, ‘Whomsoever I shall kiss, that saiuc?- is 
liehold him fast.' He goes; he apjiroaches the sacred person <n' 
thd Lord." Here Judas wxmtl foiwvard and embraced tlui 8avioiii'. 
“It is done!" cried the preacher. “The horrible act of trijachery is 
completed. ‘ And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, Master I 
and kissed him! But now, Jesus knowing all things that should 
emne upon him, went forth and said unto them, Wlitmi seek ye 
They answered him, Jesus of Niiaareth. Jesus saith unto them, 1 
am he.’” As the curate said these words, they all fell prostrate on 
the ground. “Mark," cried he, “the power of the Word! TJiey 
came out to take him with swords and with staves, but at the sourul 
of the Divine Won! they acknowledge the power of God, and fall at 
His feet ' But it is only for a moment. Behold! now they bind 
him, they buffet him, they smite him with the palms of their hands, 
they lead him away to the high priest.” 

All this was enacted in succession, though sometimes the curate 
was obliged to rejieat the same things several times heforti they re¬ 
collected what to do. “And already, in anticiimtion of the inup-ii- 
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tons scnttince, behold what i« written.” 'J'hw nlludeil U) a papt>r 
fastened upon a pole, which a man hekl above the heads of the 
erowil, ami on which was written, ** Jesus of Nazareth, Kiu^; of the 
Jews, condemUL-d to death by Pontius Pilate, I'rcsideiit ot Upper 
Galilee.” 

Ai»d now, (^scortcd by Judas and the multitude, the Saviour was 
borne throu^^h the crowd, in eoneUision of the. pn'tuiimivnfjt. '.rhe 
enrato wouaul up Ms discourse by an exhortation to alistain fiuin siti, 
wJiich had been the cause of this awful evcni. 1 rejjjrc^ to stale tliat, 

at this very moment, a maji pc>ked his hand into A-’s pocket, 

who turned very sharidy round, and asked liim what ho wiuited; 
“ Nada, sefiori*^'' (NfdliiiiL!:, sir), wud he wUh -ui inuoeent smile, 
show in.sjf two rows of teeth like an ivory raiiinp:, but !ii. the same ;mie 
disappearijii^ pretty swiftly anump^t the crowd, who now :dl hi jxaii 
to move, and to follow the proef*ssion, the band striking up a galope. 
in the cvenijig we r«.turnod to San Aiu^i l, and visited the lighted 
churches therf. ■ A.s it was lahi when entered ihv parrvtptia (parish 
I'hurchj, tlie lights were nearly all extinguisJied, and only a few OT 
the devout were still kneeling liefuoi a tiguiv of imr SavioiU’ in 
chains. 

(Jn Good JnhUiy v\e sot olT early for ('oyohuacaii, though rather 
afraid of the sun, wdiieh at iwescnt in tin*, middle of the day is in- 
.>(ip]K)rtable, and even by i«‘n o'clock disagreeable. The whole 
i iieiosinv round the cliiireh, and to a great distaiic(‘ beyond it, was 
t<fvcred with people, and there w-ere evtm a le.w carriages full of 
\\('ll.dressed i»ersoiis, who had cojue from the different neighlamiing 
liacLeiidas; amongst others, tlie family of tiie Manpu sa de Vivanco. 
i'he. padre V'turalde. who has some ii'piitaiioTi for eloqiionee, was 
\ .<p(!ctcd t(y pri io h iJijec Siumoiifc. at (’oyohuacan that day, l>e8ides 
one in the village of Mizcuacpie. We found that one sermmi was 
just ‘•oncludc'd, lly the time we arrived the snn was jiouring down 
!^i^ Iteauis likiJ molten lead. Our carriage wjis open, and under 
every tree was a crowd, so there were small liopcrs of Jindiiig sJiadc. 
W'oincii w ere selling fruit, an<l booths with it;< k and rhia were erected 
:ili tlow 11 the lane leading from the ehai'0^. At last, liow'cver, a litUe 
'■<i< ni Av.'is made, and seats were placed for us el^^sc. to the pulpit, and 
aiah i a tree. 

The imagi; of the Saviour wutn now curried forwaid on a platform, 
vviih the heavy cross ajipcarirrg to weigh him down; and on the 
Slime platform was Simon the Gyrenian, assisting him to bear the 
weight. 'J'lie C'yreuian was repre.si*iitcd by an old man, with hair as 
white as snow, dressed in scarlet cloth, who, in a stooping postmx5, 
;ind without once moving his bod}', was carried about for hours iA 
the whole tbreo of tlie sun. the rays pouring down upon Ids UDcov<?nMi 
liciul. P'or a long Avliilc we had believed him to i)C a wooden figure 
drcsstid U]), and when he came near he gi’catly exciied ou^irprise 
and compassion. If he survives this day's work it will be a miracle. 

r can now almost give faith to-’s oBsertion, that in some of the 

villages the man who repre.scufo .Judos actually liangs himsetf, or is 
hanged, upon a tree! Tlie Saviour was (hressed in crimson velvet, 
w'ith the crown of thorns; and a figure of the Virgin, in deep mourn^ 
jug, was carried after him by Indian women. 

The procession \:onsi6tcd of tlie same men on hoi*scbttck a.s w c had 
seen on foot the preceding day; of the spy, the Thurisces, the Jews, 




LIFK IN MEXICO. 


180 

the betrayer, and the mob. Home had lielmets and feathers, and 
armour. Some wore wreaths of f?reen and gold leaves. One veiy' 
good-looking man, with long <;urls and a golden crown, and a splendid 
mantle of scarlet and gold, was intended for a Bomaii. By his 
crown he probably meant to personify the Homan Csesar. Tht* 
sermon, or rather the ^discourse, of the padre was very good, and 
appeared to be extempore. He made an address to the Virgin, who 
was cariied by and led ni> to the pulpit, and another to the Saviour, 
during which time the audience were breathlessly attentive, not¬ 
withstanding the crying of children and the barking of dogs. It was 
supposed that they were now leading Christ before the judgment-scat 
of rilate, and the next scene was to be the dcliveiy of the sentence. 

When the curate’s discourse waS^iiiishcd, the pioccssion went on; 
the Indian women l)egan to sell their nuts and oranges, and the 
band struck up an air in the distance, to which, when last I heard 
it, Ducrow’s horses were dancing! We, in a fiery sun, which madc^ 
i^ way through our mantillas, now proceeded to seavch for a con- 
^nient place fiom which to hear the padre’s next sermon, and to see 
the next scene in the sacred drama. The padre, who was walking 
under the shade of a lilac silk parasol, insisted upon resigning it to 

mo. The Sefiora-did not seem to feel the heat at all. At last, 

in order to avoid the crowtl, we got up on the low azotea of a house, 
beside which the pulpit was placed; but here the sun was over¬ 
whelming. ^ * 

The padre’s sermon was really eloquent in some passagt^s, blit 
lasted nearly an hour, during which time wo admired the fortitude 
of the unhappy Cyrenian, who was performing a penance of no ordi - 
nary kind. The sun darted down pe^pcndiculady on the back of 
his exposed head, which he kept l.>ent dowmwards, maintaining the 
same posture the whole time, without flinching or moving. Before 
the sermon was over wo could stanil the heat no longer, and went 
in under cover. I felt as if my brains were melted into a hot jelly. 
We emerged upon hearing that the procession w^as again moving 
towards the pulpit, W'here it shortly after formed itself into two lines. 
In a few moments, a man with a plumed helmet, mounted on a fiery 
horse, galloped furiously through the ranks, holding a paper on the; 
point of his lance, the sentence pronounced by Pontius Pilate. 

Arrived at the pulpit, he handed it up to the priest, who received 
it with a look of horror, opened it, tried to read it, and threw it on 
the ground Avith an air of indignation. The messenger gdftloped 
back more furiously than he came, aiid, his horse bolting at the end 
of the linos, occasioned a laugh amongst the spectators. Then fol¬ 
lowed the parting address to the Saviour, whose hearers iiow^ brought 
him up to the pulpit, followed by the mournful figure of the Virgin. 
Heflections on the event concluded this act. 

We iMurncd in the afternoon, to see the descent from the cross, 
which was to be performed within the church. The edifice Avas 
crowded; and a black (;ui*tain hung before the altar. The padre now 
recapituldted all that had taken place, and described tin; Saviour’s 
parting writh his mother at the foot of the cross, addressing the 
Virgin, who stood in her sable robes not far from the altar, an<l 
interrupting his sermon to pray for her intercession with her Divine 
Son. I observed all the women in tears as he <lescfibed tlu; Virgin’s 
grief, the torments of the crucifixion, the indignities that the Saviour 
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All at once he exclaimed in a loud voi('e, “ Di fiw back 
tlio veil and let us behold him!” The nirtaiii was drawn, and thtj 
Saviour enicitied appeared. Then the sobs of tin' wouieix bioke forth. 
They clasped th(*ir liands, beat their breasts and ;jfroaiud, while the 
S(.)ldiers who stood below th<j cross clashed their swords, and on<- of 
them struck the body with a lance. At the same time th«i Virgin 
bowed her head, as if in p[rief. Ihifortnuately, 1 w;i.s near enoiijrh to 
si!e how this was etfccted, which perp oehind the scem^s ;rreali\ 
diminished the effect. 

'rheii the soldiers mounted a ladder near the crucifix, and took 
down the body, to b{.‘ar it away. As it came ])y the pulpit, the 
priest seized tht. bands, and slio^^ed the ma'ks th' u.ills, nt the 
same time breaking out into exclamations of grief. I'he soldiei-s 
stood below, impaticiitty flashing their swords; the woimui sobbed 

violently;*the procession passed on, and we r<*turiied to the A-s’s 

lionse. ^ 

In the evernngthe “ rrocession of the Angels” t<iok place. Figni|||||l 
dressed in silk and gold, with silver wings, were v.’.arried by on plaP 
ibnns to the s\iuiid of music. The body of llie Saviour lay in a sort 
of glass hearse, carried hymen chanting a ilirge, and followed by the 
Virgin. This procession was really pretty, but. liad an odd, unmi- 
tural (‘ffeet amongst the fresh green tret s. Mu* simdl of iiu'cnso min¬ 
gling with tlie. fragvanet! of the flowers, and the gamly silk, and goh.1, 
and phiuu's of fiaithers gilded by the soft siiiting sun, as they fiashetl 
along. I elimhed nj) an old stone cross mair tb(>, ( hureh, and had a 
good view. Kverything looked gaudy when m ar; hut jw the pro- 
•ession wound along umler the broken arches and througli the gi’Cen 
lanes, and the music came fainter upon th«^ ea<-, and tin? heating of 
drums, and the tolling <»1 hidls, and the mournful chant, were all 
bbmded into faint and distant harmony, tiie effect was beautiful. 

I thought of the simple service of the Scottish kirk, and <»f the coun¬ 
try })eoj)le coming out after a sermon, with lludr h«‘st Sunday gowns 
on, and their serious, intelligent faces, discussing tin: morits of their 
luitiistcr’s discourse; and wondered at tlu‘ "ont,rusts in the same, 
jcligion. . *. . 

As ilie eviuiing was cool and pleasant, w< \v}ill<(;d through the 
tields to the chnreh of La Concepcion, W’here the procession was to 
•a and sat down on the grass till we heard it coming. As the 
ImhIv was carried by, all went on their knees. ..\1 night commenced 
tlie pesamc, or condokunx! to the Virgin, in the <'hureli. Sin* stood on 
lier shrine, with luu- head bowed <lown; and the hymns and prayers 
W(‘re all a<ldresscd to her. while the sermon, luvaiehed by anothtjr 
• 'fra. wais also in her honour. I plead guilty to liaving been to<i 
sleepy to take in more than the general tenor of tb(^ disoourec. Tin* 
musicians sctmied to be. playing “Sweet Kitty Clover,” W’ith varia¬ 
tions. If “ Sweet Kitty Clover” In; g(;niiine Irish (as who car#d(>nbt '!) 
bow* did these Indians get bold of it ? Did Saint Tatrick go round 
from the Emerald Isle by way of Tipperary ? But, if he laid, wouhl 
not he have killed the alacrans, .and chicacUnoSf and coralilloa^ and 
nnatfi'Hloif? This requires corisidi;ration. 

In the Ora pro mhis, we w’cro struck writh the fineness of the rustic 
voices. But musjc in this country is a sixth sense. It wfis hut a few' 
days before leaving Mexico, that, sitting alom* at tlie r>peii window. 
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voices singing in i>art8, and coining gradually nearer. lt*‘Bounded 
beautiful, and exactly in unison with the hour »md the scene. At 
fiTst I concluded it to be a religious procession; but it was not a 
hynm: thtj air was gayer. When the voices came undiir the window, 
and wse in full cadence, I went out on the balcony to see to whom 
they belonged. It was the fort^aU^ returning from their work to the 
Acordada, guarded by soldiers, their chains clanking in measure to 
the melody, and accompanied by some miserable-looking women. 

We left the church, feeling very tired and sleepy, and walked to¬ 
wards tlie booths, where, in the midst of flowers and evergreens, they 
were still selling ices, and lemonade, and cMa. We sat down to rest 
in the <'leanest of thefik^ Itiafy bowcp, and then returned to (kyyohiui- 
can. 'I’lKire was no drunkenness, dr quaiTelling, or confusion of any 
sort. An occasional hymn, rising in the silence the air, or tht^ 
ilistant flashing of a hundred lights, alone gave notice that tin*, fniu*- 
ral procession of the Saviour had not y(‘t lialted for tjio niglit; but 
^|tere was no ncuse, not even mirth. Everything was cbnduetiid with 
a aobriety befitting the evtoit that was ciilebratcd; That sonuj of 
the curate’s horses 'were stolen that night is only a proof that bad 
imm were out, and took the opportunity of his absence from liomc! 
to plunder his stables. We were told an anecdote conec^rning Simon 
the C^yrenian, which is not bad. A man was taken up in one of tin? 
villages as a ^Tigrant, and desired by the justice to give an account 
of himself; to explain why he was always wandering about and b+id 
no cmifloymont. The man, with the gi’catest indignation, icplied, 
“No employment! I am sufjstitutc Cf/miifm at f•oyohiiacjau in the; 
Holy Wee^k!’^ That is to say, he was to he substituti.>d in tlie Cyre- 
nian’s place, should anything occur to prevent that individual from, 
represtmting the character. 


LETTOE XXXIX. 


2?ird Ajiril. 

We went to Mexico yesterday to see o balloon ascend fivuii the I’laza 
de Toros, with an jujronaut and his daughter—French people, 1 be¬ 
lieve. The scene wjis really beautiful. The yilaza ivas tilled with 
well-dressed people, and all the lK>xes wore crowded with ladies in 
full toilet. The president was there with his stafl’, and there werc‘ 
two bands of music. The day was perfectly brilliant, and the streets 
were crowded with handsome carriages, many of them opcni. The 
balloon swayed itsedf up and down in the midst of the plaza like a 
living thing. Everything seemed ready for the ascent, when it weS 
announced that there Viras a hole in the Ivalloon, ancl tliat, conse¬ 
quently, there could be no ascent that day. The people bore their 
disappeuntment very good-humouredly, although it was conjectured 
that the air4raveJkr had merely proi)Ost*d to hiniself to get their 
money, without the slightest intention of pcrformiiig his voyage. On(; 

that some nenny-a-lino rliymer had writ- 
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ti ll an aifconnt of it in verge beforehand, giving a most grandiloquent 
;u.-(.*<mnt of the ageent of the balloon; and when we came out, the 
j)l{iza was full of men selling these vei'scs, which the people were all 
liuying, and reading with roars of laughter. 

O’he liret of May l)eiiig San Felipe, there will be a ball at the Fi <-nch 
uiinister's, to which we shall probablj' go. 

25tli.—We have just returned from a ride to San Bartolo, an In- 
<lian village four leagues from tliis, whither we went with a large 
party, some on horses, some on Jisses, otlieix on rnuliMa, and one ad- 
Acntiiroiis Jehu driving himself in a four-wheeled caniage, with a 
jiair of horses, over a road formed of ruts, stones, holes, and rocks, 
^^))ore, I will venture to say, no caniage ever made its ap])carance 
ht'lore. Even the hoi-sos and »isse#got along with diltieiilt}. In sj)itc 
of large straw hats and green veils, wc were hin rit tlui colour of n*d 
Indians. In the middle of the day we find the sun in tolerable at 
pres(‘nt; and, owing to tlie badness of tin' roads, avc tlid not reach 
onr destinathiii until tw'elve or one o’clock. 

Our <Unner was carried by Indians, wlio had trotte<l oft* Avith it jft 
day-daAvn, but who had ttikcn tlie wrong road, and did not arrive 
till long after us. Wc dined under the i>im*-tr( es ])y the sidt* of the 
str(‘am, Imt surrounded by crowds of ga])ing Indians, in too close 
vicinity to ]h‘ agreeable. Some of tlie >oiing Avonnui Avere. romark- 
Mbly bandsome, Avith the most beautiful teeth imaginable, lauglung 
ami talking in their native tongue at a groat rate, as they were wash¬ 
ing ill the brooks, some tbeir hair and others their elotluiS. I'he men 
looked as dirty as Indians generally do, and by no means on a lov(*I 
with tlu'se hamlsome damsels, Avhoare so muci) superior to the com¬ 
mon ratM; of Indians near ^Mexico, that one woulil think they had 
i ome intormixtiiro of Spanish blood in their vtans. A sister of the 
woman wlio takes charge of the hacienda AA’^kcn* we live, is one of the 
most Ix'auiiful creatures 1 ever IxJiehl: larg(' eyes, witli long <hirk 
J.ihlies, black hair nearly toucliing the ground, teetli like snow, a dark 
but glowing eoinplexion, a sup<*rb liguro, Avitli line arms and Jiands, 
Mid small, heautifully-formed feet. All that is Ik-sI of Indian and 

Spanisl), of “dark and bright," sceins united in lier. C-n says lie 

has sr<.*ii peasant women in Andalusia in tin- same si>]e <^f beauty, 
and quite as liandsomc. Hhe is only nineteen. Sueli heanties as 
these startle one eA'ery now and then in some ivnioti* village. She 
belongs, no iloubt, to the mestizos—the descendants of Avhites and 
iudiuiis, th(! handsomest race in Mexico. 

You ask if the castes in Mexico are distinct. There ar<.‘ seven sup- 
jiosed to he so. First, the Gm'hupinos, or Spaniards born in Europe; 
.'second, tlie Creoles— Avhit<.*s of European tamilies Imrn in America; 
third, the Mestizos; fourth, the Muhittoes, deseendants of whites ami 
iiegr(«‘S, of whom there are few; fifth, the Zaiiilios, deseemlaiits ol’ 
negriies and Indians, the ugliest race in Mexico; sixth, the Indiaii.s; 
ami scA'cnth, llic remains of the African negroids. 

(.)fpure Indians, Humboldt in his day calculated that tla n- existi'd 
two minions and a-half in NeAV Spain (without counting mestizos), 
ami they are, jirobably, very little altered from the. infeiim' Indians, 
as Cortes found them. The principal families jKrished at the time 
of tluj eom(uest. The priests, sole depositaries of knoAvletlge, Avert^ 
put to death; tW) manuscripts and hieroglyjildeal paintings were 
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and degradation from which they have never emerged. The ricli 
Indian women preferred marrying their Spanish conquerors to allying 
themselves with the degraded remnant of their countrymen—poor 
artisans, .workmen, porters, &c.; of whom (Jortes speaks as tilling the 
strci^ts of the great i;itics, and as being considered little Ixjtter tlian 
beasts of burden ; nearly naked in the tierra caliente, dressed pretty 
much as they now arc in the temperate parts of the country, and 
<; very where with nearly the same manners, and habits, and customs, 
as they now have, but especially in the more distant villages, whevt* 
they have little intercourse with the other classes. Even in their re¬ 
ligion, C^hristianity, as I observed before, seems to be formed of the 
ruins of their mythology; and all these festivities of the church, 
these fireworks, and images, and gay dresst‘s, harmoniso tiomphdely 
with their childish love of sIjow, and arc, in fact, their greatest sourct‘ 
of delight. To buy these they sav(^ uj) all their money; and when 
you giv(i a i)eiiny to an Indian child, it trots off to buy crackers as 
anotlau* wouhl to buy candy. Attempts have been ihadc by their 
(Uirates to persuade tiiem to omit the celebration of certain days, and 
to (.‘xpend less in the cenunonies of others; but the indignation and 
<liscontent wliich such proposals have caused have induce<l them to 
desist frfun their cndeavoui-s. 

Under an appearance of stupid apathy they veil a great (kqitli of 
cunning. They arc grave and gentle, and rather sad in their ap¬ 
pearance, when not under the influence of pulque ; hut when they 
return to their villages in the evening, and have taken a “drop of 
comfort,” their white teeth light up their bronze countenances like 
lamps, and the girls especially make the air ring vvith their laugh¬ 
ter, wliich is very musical. I think it is Humboldt who says that 
their smile is extremely gentle, and the expression of tludr cm*s very 
severe. As they have ng beard, if it were not for a little moustaclic 
which they fnjquently wear on the upper lij), there would be scarcely 
any difference between the faces of men and wonuiii. 

Tliere is a ymitty farm-house in the vilhigc, in whicli we toolc 
shelter the other day from a shower of rain. The farinei’s are civil 
and respectful; a sui)erior liind of people, with good manners rather 
above their station. The daughters are good-looking, and the house 
is clean and neat. One of the girls gave me an account of a nocturnal, 
visit which the roljbers paid tluun last winter. She showed me tin* 
little room whcr<i she was alone and aslceyh when her motlKU' and 
sistei*, who slept in the chamber adjoining, being awakened by the 
breaking in of their door, sjiraiig out of vlie window to make theii- 
escape, and she was left in the house alone. She jumped out of bed 
and bolted the door (her room had no other egress), and there slic 
held a ]>avley with those night visitors, promising to unlock eveuy 
<lrawer and clost*t if they would wait till she put on her clt)thes, and 
would do her no personal, inj uiy. The agreement was made, and 
they kept their word. They cleared the house of every artichi it 
contained, leaving nothing hut the blanket in which the girl had 
wrapped herself. All their clothes, hdusehold utensils, mom*y, every¬ 
thing, was carried off' with astonishing precision; and having made 
luu* swear not to move till they had time to leave the village, they 
paid her no further attention. The other women, who had given 
the alarm, found no one inclined to move in the nflddle of the night 
against a party whose numbers their fears had probably magniliccl. 
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'rh« fidriiiiiistrador gave* ns an amusing account this evening of a*. 
visit wliifrii a band of no less than thirty robbers once ventuircd to- 
]Kiv this strong and w<‘ll-defendcd hacienda. He was living there 
fiknie, that is, without the family, and had just barred and bolted 
everything lV)r the uiglit, but had not yet loek«*d the tmter gate, 
when looking out from his window into the i?oiirt-yard by moonlight, 
he saw a band of robbers ride np t-o tbe door. He instantly to<ik 
bis measures, and seizing tlie great keys, ran up the little stair tli.-.i. 
leads to the azot6a, locking tbe gate by wdiicli lie ]>asscd, and, call¬ 
ing to the captain by name, for the rohliers w(^n^ Jieaded hy a noted 
ehieftain, requested to know what he wanted at that hour of tiie 
night. The v iptain politely hogged him t(iconu‘ down stairs au<l Ik* 
woulil tell him; hut the ag«*nt, strong in the. poss(ssiou of his great 
keys, and well knowing tlie solidity of the iron-barred windows, 
continued his jiarlcy in a higli tone. "J'he captain rode round, exa¬ 
mined evesrything with a practised eye, and found that it would 
r(!«]nir<i a ft*gular siege to make go<Kl his riitry. lie tlii(‘aten(‘d, eii- 
triiated, obs(*ivc(l that he would he content with a small sum of 
money, but all in vain. There stooil the sliirdy julniinistrador on the 
lioiise-top, and there sat the ca[>tain on his borst* below, soinetliing 
like tlie fox and tbe crow; iiut the agi*nt with the keys was wis( r 
than tiu* crow and lier cheese, for no cajoling wouhl imiiice him to 
lei tln'ni out of his gvas]): and, worse than all, sliooting him would 
have done them no good. At last the captain, limlhig himself en¬ 
tirely outwitted, took o!l‘ his hat, politely wished the agent a very 
good night, drew off his num, and d(*pa)i(Ml. 

W<! saw a horribly ugly man to-day, and were told lie was a hUo, 
the name given here to th<* Zanibos, who are the most frightful 
uuniaii beings that can be sc<‘ii. ha Gilera Kodriguez told us that, 
on ail estate of hers, one woman of that met* was in tlie Jiahit of at- 
tciuliiig ebureli, and that she was so fcaiinlJy hideous, tin* j)riest Iiad 
been obliged to desire, lier to remain at home heciiuse she distracted 
ilie attention of tlie congrogation! 

'rhere ar<^ many exi-ellcnt houses and fine gardens in San Angel, 
and a number of families from Mexieo arc now there for tJie sesisoii . 
'l iu ubaya and all the environs are beginnoig to he. occupied, and 
.Mexico looks warm and deserted. Ihit there an^ so feAV incidents in 
our quiet life, among the magucys, that 1 shall write no more till we 
iidurn from San Agustin after the fet-e. If y<m wisli to liear how we 
pass our time, you must know that we generally rise about six, and 
go out into tbe oreiiard and stroll about, or sit down with a book in 
a pleasant arbour at the end of one. of the walks, wliich is siuTounded 
by rose-bushes, and has a little stream of water running past it. Noi 
tlo w(‘ ever enter the orchard unarmed with a long pole, for its on- 
tram e is giiardetl by a tloek of angry g<*ese, hissing like the nijiii}- 
lK‘aded hydra that watcliod ove‘r the golden apples of the Hesp(;ridcs. 
At eight we breakfast, and by nine the snn is alreaily powerful 
riiough tobprcveiit us from leaving the house. Wc therefore sit down. 

to read or write, and occasionally take a game at l)illiard.s. C-n 

generally rides to Mexico, hut if not, goes up to the azot6‘i with a 
book, or writes in his study until four o’clock, wlieii we dine. 



180 


LIFE IN MEXICO. 


LETTER XL. 


\(Hh June, 

One year siiico T last wrote of San A.scnstin! An entire year has fled 
swiftly away on rusliinj' pinions, to add its unit to the rolling cen¬ 
tury. AjkI again, on a bright morning in Jum;, we set off for the 
hospitable San Antonio, wht“rc we were invited to breakfast and 
to pass the night on the si^cond day of the fete. 

San Agiistih appeared even gayer and more crowded than it was 

last year. Wo spent the day at the E-s’s, and went with them to 

a. box in the plaza to see the cock-fight, which I had no particular 
•pleasure, I must confess, in witnessing again, but w’cnt for the sake 
of those who had not seen it befor<\ The general coup-tradl was ex- 
ce.(;dirigly gay, and the improvement in the dress of the hulies since 
last year veuy striking. There were neithm* diamonds nor pearls 
amongst the most fashionable. The bonnets w^ere chiedy I’arisian, 
as were many of the gowns. One box looked a veritable ptirterrc of 
flowers. The ladies of our party %vore dre.sscB and h»)nnets as simple, 
fresh, and elegant as eiaild he sevn in any part of' fhe w^orld. A 
young and titled heiress, newiy arrived from her distant estates, wore 
pink satin with a white hat and feathers; and wo observed that, ac¬ 
cording to the ancient San Agustiii fashion, she changes her dress 
four or five times a-day. Rut the ladies may dress, and may smile, 
and may look their very best; they are little thought of this day, in 
comparison with the one, all-powerful, all-pervading object. It is 
t!ven whispered that one cause of the more than usual crowd at San 
Agustin this year is, that many failures are expected in mercantile 
houses, and that the heads of these houses or their agents are hero 
witli the desperate hope of retrieving their falling fortunes. 

A good deal of play on a small scale goes on in tin; private houses, 
among those who do not take much part in the regular gambling; 
hut all arc interested more or loss: even straiig(‘rs, even ladies, (;vcn 
ourselves. Occasional news is brought in, and received with deep 
interest, of the state of the hanks, of the losses or gains of tlu; diffe¬ 
rent individuals, or of the result of the vacas, (a sort of general purse, 
into winch each puts .two or three ounces), by different stragglers 
I’roin the gatiihling-houscs, who have themselves only ventured a few' 
ounces, and who prefer the society of the ladies to that of the monte 
X)layors. These arc generally foreigners, and chiefly English. 

found the road to the Calrario^ where, as usual, there was a 
hall in the afternoon, blocked up with carriages, and the«liill itself 
c overed with gay-flgures, who Averc dancing as Avell as the tremen¬ 
dous croAvd Avould permit. This aa'hs really tolerably republican. 
'Die women generally were dressed as the better classes of Mexicans 
used to he yeare ago, and not so many yejirs neither (and as many 
ill the country still are), in blonde dresses, with very snort petticoats, 
open silk stockings, and white satin slioes; and such a collection of 
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(jiioei^bonnots has probably never been seen since the days wlien Uus 
Anfjlmses jwur rin. first set foot on Gallic shores. Some were like 
small stc.(^i)lcs, others resembled helmets, some, were like sn;^ar-loaves, 
and most stiemed to have been st^t on for eonvenience’ sake, all tlie 
way out. Amidst these there was a good sprinkling of pretty Hit- 
haiilts and Paris dresses, but they belonged the more fashionable 
(-•lasses. The w^ene was amusing from its vari(‘.ty, but we did not u*- 
mairi long, as it threatened ruin. As we looked back, tb<‘. crovvd 
on the hill presented the appearance of a bed of butterflies dancing- 
-with black ants. 

Wc returned to the-s’s to dinner, which was vej'>' handsome 

and cTitirely French. There wc.n^ about twcnty-eigiii })crKorts ai 
table: some of them looked as if they had rather lost tlian otherwise. 
After dinner, music, and conversation on the events and probabili- 
lies of tin; day, till it was time to dress for the ball at tlui jdaza. We, 
liowever, jytd'erred going to a l>o\, which saved the trouhio of dress¬ 
ing, b(i‘sides being “dlt* inudw Iona" (very fashnniable); hut when we 
arrived, not a box was to ho bin I, crowd was so gn.'at, and lhe](‘ 
wtnv so many people of tono besides ourselves, wlio bad preferred 
doing the sa)ne thing: so we were obliged to cnnhiiit ourselves with 
nrtreating to a third row of heiielies on the thnn*, afte.r persuading at 
least a dozen of very g(K^d-natuJ cd women to turn out in order to let 

ns in. We W'crc afterwards joined by the-minister and his wife. 

The l)a1I looked very ga>-, and was prodigiously crowded and exceed¬ 
ingly amusing. 

'I’hert' were people of aU classes, morlulfn and carpenters, shoj). 
boy.s, tailors, hatters, and Inmicrs, mingh'd with all the luud Ion of 
Mexico. cry .d)oj»-)>oy considercil himself entitled to dance wifJi 
(!verv lady, and no lady considered herself as having a right tore-fusi; 

him, :ind then to dance -with another person. I'lie Sefiora de-, 

a most high-bred and dignUled person, danet'd with u stable-boy in 
a. jacket and without gloves, and ho appeai-(Mi particularly gr.itilied 
at the (extraordinary opportunity thus aftbrtled him of holding her 
white glov(Js in his brown paws. These lellows naturally S(;leet th(^ 
lirst ladies as their partners, and straiigt^ as it may seem, tlaae is 
iiotlnng in their Ixdiaviour that the most fastidious can comjdain (jf. 
'rhev are perfectly polite, quiet, and well conducted; and, what is 
jjuae reniaikal)l(!, go through a (piadrille as well as their neighbours. 
The ball was (juititness itself, until near the end, wljen tlie wind- 
iiistrumo»tR wer(^ suddenly seized with a lit <»1‘ economy, the tirin' 
they were paid for having i^obahly expired, and stop]i(*d short in 
tin* midst of a waltz; upon which the gentlemen wal-tzers shouted 
“ Vimto! vimtor at the full extent of their voices, clapping tlieir 
hands, refusing to daiu'e, and entirely drowning tho sound of some 
liUlc jingling guitai’s which W(T(; patiently twangliug on, until the 
hirt'd sons of iEolus had to resume their labours. 

On the third night of tin*, fete, C-n and 1 having left the ball¬ 

room about ten o'clock, walked out in the direction of the (ropper- 
tahles wlji(di filled the iniddh; of the s<piare, and vv<*rc eoAcrod with 
awnings. It is a sight that, once seen, can never be forgotten. 
Nothing imt the pencil of Hogartii or the \}vn of Boz could do jus¬ 
tice to the varmus groups there aHS(‘mhl(*d. It was a gambling ftOi 
chumptHre, con(liit;ted on the most liberal scal(‘. 



188 


LIFE IN MEXICO. 


sprinklinf^ of silver. There was a profusion of evergreens •/tlun-c 
were small tin lamp.s dripping with oil, and sloping tallow candles 
sliedding grease upon the board. liittlc ragged boys, acting as 
waiters, were busily engaged in handing round pulque and chia in 
cracked tumblers. * There was, moreover, an agreeable tinkling pro¬ 
duced from several guitars, and even the bankers condescended to 
amuse their guests with soothing strains, 'riie gon(;ral dress of the 
company consisted of a single blanket, gracefully disposed in folds 
about the person, so as to show various glimpses of a bronze skin. To 
this some added a pair of Mexican pantaloons, and some a shirt of 
a doubtful (dolour. There were many with large hats, most of which 
had vrowns or parts of crowns, but all affording fi*eo entrance to the 
fresh air. Oenerally si)oaking, however, the head was uncovered, or 
covered only with its native thatching of long, bushy, tangled black 
hair. 

This might be out of compliment to the la<lies, of Avhom there 
were several, and who ought in ])oIiteness to have been mentioned 
first. Nothing could lie simpler than their costume, consisting of a 
vt^ry dirty and extremely torn chemise, with short slcc*ves, a shorter 
petticoat, and a pair of shoes, generally of dirty satin; also a 
and the long hair hanging down as Eve’s golden locks may have* 
done in paradise. “They caU this place a paradise,” a Spanish 
soldier wrote to his father; “and so 1 think it is, it is so full of 
Ar/ams.” 

’riiere was neither fighting, nor swearing, nor high w'onls. 1 
doubt whether there be as 'much decorum at Crockford’s; indeed, 
they were scrupulously polite to each other. At one table, the* 
banker was an enormously fat gentleman, one-half of whose* Lead 
was bound up with a dirty white handkerchief, over wliich a torn 
pie<’e of hat was stuck, very much to one side. He had a most 
roguish eye, and a smile of inviting henignity on his dirty counte¬ 
nance. In one hand he held and tingled a guitar, while he most in¬ 
geniously swept in the copper with the other, Ey his side sat two 
wretched-looking Avomen, with long matted hair, tlieir elbows on the 
table, and their great eyes fixed upon the game Avitli an oxiux'ssion 
of the most intense anxiety. At another, the hanker Avas a prt*tty 
little Indian woman, rather clean, comparatiA^ely sp*eaking, and who 
appeared to be doing lmsines.s smartly. A man stood .near her, 
loaning against one of the poles that su])ported tlic awning, who 
attracted all our attention. He was enveloped in a torn blanket, his 
head uncovered, and his feet hare; and was glaring upon the taiile 
Avith his .great, dark, haggard-looking eyes, his brown face livid, and 
his expression liordering on despair. It needed no one to tell us that 
<m the table Avas his last stake. What will such a man do but go 
upon tlie road ? 

J have heard it mentioned, as a strong circumstance in favour of 
the Mexican character, that there is neither noise nor disturbance in 
these reunions; none of that uproar and violence that then* wouhl. 
be in an English mob, for example. The fact is certain, but tlu* 
inference is doubtful. These people are degraded, and accustomed 
to endure They are gentle and cunning, and their passions are not 
easily roused, at least to open display; hut once awakened, it is 
neither to ujiroar that these piissions Avill he exeite<! nor by fair fight 
thu,t thev will he assuacred. In En^rland a boxing-match decides a 
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<iifipuk; amongst, the lower ordom; in Mexico, a knife; and a broken 
liead is (“sisier mended than a cut throat. Despair must find vent in 
some way; and secret niiirdor or midniglit ro])]>ery is the fatal con- 
stiqueiiee of tliis very calmness of countenance, which is but a mask 
of Nature’s own giving to her Indian offspring. 

Another reason for this tranquillity is tht' hiint of gambling, in 
which they have indulged from chUdhooil, and whicli lias taught 
them that neither high words nor violence will restore a single dollar 
once fairlylost; and in point of tairneas, eveiything is carried on 
with the strictest honour, as among gamhlcm of high degree. 

While “high life helow .stairs” is tlnis enacting, and these people 
are courting i’ovtuiie in the fresh air, the genthuuanly gambbu-s an^ 
sisated before the green cloth-covered tables, with the gravity bclit- 
ting so many cabinet councils, but without th(‘ir mysh^ry; tor dooi*s, 
and windows are thrown optm, and both ladies and gentlemen may 
pass in and out, and look on at the game, if they pUsast'. I'he heaps 
of ounces Ibok temptingly, and make it iipjiear a true K1 Dorado. 
Nor is tluai; any lack of creature-comforts to refn^sli the flagging 
sjiirits. Tbei'c are supper-spread tiiblcs, c<»vered witli savoury meals 
to appease their hunger, and with generous wines to gladden their 
hearts; and the gimtiemeii who surrounded that board seemed to be 
playing, instead of monle^ an excellent knife and fork. 

You must not supjjosc that those who hold gambling-tables ar<i 
the less < ()nsidered on that account; on the contrary, as the banks 
generally win, they are amongst the rii'hest, and, oonsoiiuontly, the 
most respectisd men in ^lexico. Tlu:.se bankers are frecpiontly Spa¬ 
niards, wlio have found gambling the readiest step]jing-stone to for- 

iime. Sofior-exjilaiiied to me one plan of those who hold tlui 

hanks—a sort of hedying^ by wluc.h it is next to imi>0S8ible that they 
can lose. For (example, one of these gentlemen ])roposes to his 
friends to take a share in a vara, each contributing a few ounces. 
Having coll(.‘cted several hundred ounces, they go to play at his hanh\ 
If they win, he receives his share, of course; and if they lose, his 
bank wins the whole. It is ])roccc(ling upon the princij)le of “Hoads 
I win, tails you lose.” 

At Hic tables few words are spoken. Tbt; heaps of gr>ld changt* 
masters, but the masters do not <;liange countenance. I saw' but 
niji; [>ej son wlio looked a little out of humour, and Ju* was a foreigner. 
The rich man adds to his store, and the poor man beconuis a beggar, 
lie is ruined, but “makes no sign.” 

The ladies who have collected ounces and made purses send their 
fiiejids and admirers to the ttiblcs to try their luck for them; and 
in some of the inferior houses the sefioras of tins lower class occa¬ 
sionally try their fortune for thcmscjlves. 1 saw one of these, wlio 
had probably lost, by no incJins “taking it coolly.” Slie booked 
like an overcharged thundercloud; but whether she broke forth in 
angt;r or in ie.T.i*s, thunder <»r rain, W'c did not stay to see. 

In short, it is an all-pervading mania; and as man is “a Inindlo 
of habits,” the most moral pereons in this country (always (jxcepting 
one or two bulies who exjiress their opinion strongly against it) see 
nothing in it to condemn, and arc surprised at tlie i-ifect it produces 
on a stranger- and, indeed, after a few years’ resiibiu.c la-iv, a 
foreigiicj’ abiiolk becomes reconciled to these abuses, by the veil oC 
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We returned to San Antonio in the brijrhtest posuihle moonlight, 
and in perfect safety, it being on the high-road to Mexico, and 
therefore guarded by soldiers. We heard the next morning, tliat a 

nephew of General R' -^*8, who had ventured upon going by a 

cross-road to his house at Mizeuaque, has been attacked and robbed 
of his winnings, besides being severely wounded. This being the 
natural consequence, the morale to the story can excite no Biiv])rise. 
The robbers wlio, in hoiies of plunder, flock down at the time of tlie 
fete, like sopilotes seeking carrion, hide themselves among the bar¬ 
ren rocks of the Pedregal, and render all croae-roads insecure, except 
with a very strong escort. 

An anecdote was related to us this morning, by a member of tlie 
cabinet; a striking one amongst the innumerable instances of For¬ 
tune’s cajuices. A very rich Sj)aniard, proprietor of several haci- 
<iudas, attended the fJte at San Agiistin, and having won tlire(j 
thousand oum;os, ordered tlie money to ho carried in sacks to his 
carriage, and prepared to return to Mexico along witn his Avifti. 
His carriage was just setting otf, when a friend of his camt^ out of 
an adjoining house, and requested him to stay to breakfast, to which 
he agreed. After breakfast, there being a mofiU table in tJie house, 
at wliich some of his acquaintances were playing, he put down two 
ounces, and lost. He <;ontinued playing and losing, until he had 
lost his thrc(; thousand ounces, which were sent for and transfci’rcd 
to the winners. He still continued playing Avitli a terrible infatuu- 
iion, till he had lost his whole fortune. He went on blindly, staking 
ciic haoieiKla after another, and i>roperty of all sorts, until the sun, 
Avliich had vistui upon him a rich and prosperous man, si‘t, leaving 
him a beggar! It is said that he bore this extraordinary and sudden 
reverse Avith the utmost equanimity. He left a son, Avliom Avt^ hav(^ 
jieeii at Siui Agustin, where he earns his liA^clihood as croupier at the 
gamhliug-tablcs. 


CfitM, de Cdh Juft/. 

Here we are, re-establishod in Mexico, for a short time at least, 
and not Avithout dilliculty has it be<in accomjflishcd. We left the 
country Avith some regret, as this is the pleasantest time of the year 
for being there, and every tiling Avas looldng green and beautiful. 
We came in, ourselves, in a loaded carriage, and in advanci* fourteen 
asses loaded Avith boxes, four Indians Avith ditto, and tAvo enormous 
loaded carts, one drawn by four and anoLh(,‘r by eiglit mules. We 
Avere a regular caravan^ as our friend the alcalde called us. Imagine 
the days of i»acking and unpacking consequent there,upon! . , . 
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LETTER Xr i. 


Jnli/. 

■\Vk littli' expected to lie still here at the opening of tlu‘ new Italian 
opera, and had consequently triveii up onv l)t»>.. Jrafior Ko(^!i, who 
went to Ital}*^ to briiijnf out tlie rtiguiaitfs, lias anived at the end of a 
wonderfully short i»eri<.id, wdth the sin,i»ei>i, male and female, the new 
dnisses, d<!corations, &c.; and the first oi»era, ** Lucia di Lamiuer- 
111 oor,” w'us ^iven liist week. 

The lirst*eveiiiitg, the Csish-llan made ln r ii]>|)earance as “Liuua.” 
Sin; is about tv,eiity; slight and la.ir, Avith black iiair, giaeeful, and 
Avitli a very sweet, clear, and juire young Aaiiei*. also very eorreet. 
'Idle tenor rests upon his Avife’s laurels, lie looks Avell, but little 
more eaii be sahl in his jiraisi*. TomasM has some good notes, and 
a. tine tigiire. Of the otliers AA'ho sang that evening there is little to 
he said. The theatre is extremely well got up, the dresses are iieAv 
and rich, and the decorations and seeneiy reiinivkahiy good. Tlie 
pulilic, how(;ver, avok* <lisappointed. 'J'hey had jirepanid for won- 
<l(!rs, and were not sulisHed witli a ftur j»erfornianc<‘. d'he apidanses 
v,ere few and fur betweiui. The Castellan was not called for, and 
the folloAviii'j' <hiva certain degree o^* discontent pervaded the aristo- 
iTuey of the eujiital. 

July 20Lh.—As we an* living in the Mint, the directors liaw* calhal 
on ns: and tliis morning they came to iuvib*. us to desce nd into tlie. 
lower regions to sec the silver coined. We went all over this im¬ 
mense estahlislinient, a fine picture of decayed magniticenciJ, built 
about one limidred and ten years ago h^ ilie vSjianiards. Dirty, iil- 
keqit, the maeliimwy rude, the workmen discontented ; its tine vaiill<*d 
loot's, tJiat look like tlie interior of a eathcilral, together Avitli that 
grandiose stylo whieli distinguished the buildings of the Spaniards 
ill ^lexi(;o, form a strong contrast with the occupants. 

AVe saw tlie sih'er bans strotebed out, the chillars e.ut, and wbiteneii, 
and stamjied; and in one phie.e Ave saw the niacliines for cmnln>j 
fahf! monty^ which have been collected in such imuibers that there is 
liavdJy any room hw them ! We saAv the place win?re the silver ami 
gold are tested ; and the room with the medals, amongst which are 
some ancient Roman, Persian, and English, but especially Spanisli, 
mid many of the time of Charles III. When we Avere looking at the 
la.st, ail old geutlcmaii ixxclaimed, ** Would to heaven those <la.\s 
Avoiihl rt‘turn!” Avithout doubt the general feeling. This old man 
had been forty-four years in tlie Caisa de Moueda, and had lived 
under several viceroys, lie could remember, Avhen a boy, being sent. 
Avith a commission to , the Viceroy Rtivillagigedo, and being very 
in lie h frightened, but soon re-assured by the kind reeeiition of the 
repr«‘.scntative of majesty. He spoke of the flourishing comlition of 
tli(‘ Mint in tftose days, Avhich coined twenty-seven millions an- 
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praific thorn and to thank them for their exertions; that tlielionso 
was tlicii kept in the most perlect order, the principal ofiicci’S wear¬ 
ing a uniform, &c. 

Hereupon another old gentleman took up the theme, and im¬ 
proved upon it; and t(jld ns that, on one occasion, thtjy liad onti 
million three hundred thousaml dollars’ worth of gold in the house; 
and described tin* visit of the vice-queen Yturriguary, who came to 
se(t it, and sat down and looked round her in amazement iit the 
quantity of gold she saw aiciimulatcfl. This old gentleman had 
been thirty years in the Mint, and seemed as though he luul never 
been anywhere else; as if ho were ]»art and parcel in it, and had 
f>een coined, ami IxNiten out. and crij)p(^d there. 

We w<u'e assured, while wondtaing at tlie number of machines 
for false coining which ha<l been collecteil, that tiierc* a: e twice that 
number now in full force in Mexico; but that they belong to such 
.distinguishi‘d personages, the government is afraid to intyiferc*. with 
them. Pjcsides this, there is now no siihicient ])Uiiishmeni for this 
■ t rime: a capital otfence in the days of the Spanish government. A 
hid}’ here is said to have exclaimed with much simplicity, on hearing 
her hushand accused of t{i*‘e coining, “I really wondc‘r why tht“y 
mak(* so much noise about it. It seems to me that my husband’s 
copper is as good as any otluTl” 

24th.—We went last evening to the opera, which >vas a repetition 
of “Lucia,” as it appears they cannot venture, in the face of ])ublii‘ 
disapprobation, to repeat “llomeo e (1 iulhda” at jircsont. As we wiu’e 
passing through the square, tlit‘ carriage sudihinly drew no thi^ 
<*(>achman and footman uncovered their heads, and an immens.. pro- 
ei‘Ssiou came ])a8sing along the cathedral, with lights and military 
music. There >vcrc o^ ’ ‘el's in full uniform, with tlcir heads unco¬ 
vered, a long file of monks and i viests, and a carriage carrying tlic 
host, surrounded by hundreds in piiople on foot, all bearing lighted 
torches. A band of military music accompanied tlie procession; all 
which astonished us, as it was no f(&tc day. V\ hen at length, being 
able to pass along, wo arrived at the uptua, we were informed that, 
they were carrying the vinticiwi to a rich ••cijnaintance of onrs, tv 
general, who has been indisposed for some time, and whose illness 
has now exhibited fatal symptoms. 

For him, then, these great cathedral hells are tolling luiavily; for 
b.im the torches and the pompons procession, tlu; sandalleil monks, 
and the ofiieers in military array; while two hands of mnsii^ are 
piaying.at his door and another in front of the cathedral, and in tlie 
midst of these sounds of monkish hymn and military ninsie the soul 
is prei)aring to wing its flight alone and unattended. 

lUit the sweet notes of “ Lucia” drown all oilier from our cars, if 
not from our thoughts. In a house not many hundred yards off, 
they minister the host to the dying man, while here, La Castellan, 
Avith her pretty French graces and Italian sHiging, is drawing leai’s 
from our eyes for fictitious sorrow's. 

In a visit we made this morning, wo were shown a T)ieee of em¬ 
broidery, which, from its splendour and good taste, is w’orthy of ob¬ 
servation, though by no means uncommon here. Wo went to call 
on the w'ife of a judge, who show'ed us all tlirongh their bcauiiful 
house, which looks out on the Alanu'da. In one or the rooms, their 
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fliapfl.. The ground was the very riclicst and thickest white satin; 
tlie design was a garland of vine-leaves, with hunches of grapes. 
'Fhci vine-leaves wore heantifiilly embroidered in line gold, and the 
grapes were eonipnsefl of aniethyst.s. T cnn conceive nothing richer 
and more tastofid than the general effect. The gold enihroidery 
don(i in Mexicn is. generally very heaiitifnl, and tliev<^ are many 
ladies who cinhroidcr in grcrat perfec tion. Tlien^ is an amazing 
(pianfiiy of il c.s.'‘d i)i tlu^ clniicl)*s .iiel in inilitai'> nniforms. I 
have- also se t-n Ixeniifnl gold-onihnadeo d l>alI-drossi.s, Init they are 

nearly (*nT of iar.lji'*n. . . . \Vc In-iO-that General -.though 

still ill. is lito-iy To iveov( r. 

Ma,danie Cas llan and he., (enor weio tiu m*, a. d had c-'r.ie from a 
diniH r given by i.. ri«.’’ (le* wh(»le cotp.s opcratiqu<\ from the 

qni/iKt f/ue/.'V Joa .(■ th‘.' ■ V .i;,, • l. nid rv<*ii to ihe tailor who 

imiKes lie’ )pcra ihcssej '"•d his r,, :if l; padre, it is said, 

spends a great part iiis in .. ' '(aijneg actors and sitigevs. 

La. (Castellan*(pernnssion io tl .d j‘ li. he.^'fig hi to; (.!.|;iine<l from 
the manager, for it is agains;. thih .v '>f to iK ciLru) in private 
houses) sang- .vveral airs to ds.- y.a.’o •, ojiici) txpressi«>u,cspc- 
(;ia,llv tVoii) '* Hohior leri if.le,' a ‘ ' 'Lna iY//tx p«*r A mole;*’ hnt 1 
pr<‘fev her vo»iee in the. liaM-tr. . not ■.. “.li h<M(ii.iihh hnt has a 

diarining face, with a e’.y mc i ..i . ^ m . .n. 

VVe retnrm‘d home ;*y m.,. . !h< .t' -i Iho(..iiirg nicdinni 

through will' ll Ahixieo iM'I h*‘ vh; ■■,• {, "‘i.ri. ‘ts hroad and siiv;iit 
•itreds, : 0 :ii splendid old hii'hiinv.-? wh>'-. e l«■e;T.;'and ahandonnumt 
’lie .'^oriciic i 1)> til!' .silverv light; ihi .'im n’nt - hnrehes, from whicli 
j ..»i vlie organ oi.easionally coim j do • c»ilh. mingled with 
ias' of music home on the iiigld. wil l* '"im sohuMlisUin:. ovu- 
• f with the soft, luiish ef a luinn ii m. home neighhouiing 

coj rh( wliite-rohed monk, i‘h‘ veiled ’.'male, even tlu'. r.-g- 

ged iieggar, .ntd to tlic picture; ov daylight his rags ar<i too vi,v.i!i ■ 
Frc.iMicntiy, a ciu’ '•'irria.gi’s volt along to th ' Tiji'-ra, or as at a late 
hour the\ return » •. m f. tliey ar i ;:.n(]d.C!il;. >’oppci! i>\ the a]>pear- 
iinec ‘f th<; inyso ;I. as rc..'i-'i. yhl* jiicli'd l jc.and the Ei/f^ 
sunoumh'd hy ray.'* oi' ogl m'i it.«. \. ‘s; a mi hi-'chor ai'parition, 

for it has come from il-• Ik'Um. <>!! mom -ung, pri.h-rlo;' trom tlic Ix'd 
of ileath. Then, hy Uk; mocnlicdiu rh. iMiedin,- tigorcis ou the jiave- 
im nr sei incd asif carved o» , {’iii' dty o; ‘‘.J. \jc<> hv moonlight, 
the environs of Mexico at di- w i.n» hr, io • th ' h-mrs for viewing 

both to advantage, ami for makio:, \\.t ha ! !e*vv 

All but.the RiiiriS of ;» divine. 

Tn front of onv house, T should say of the Mint^ is the archbishop’s 
])alace, and in front of this palace an object wbich has greatly ex¬ 
cited our 1 ‘uriosity. It is an old man, who, whether as a penance, or 
from sonic motive whicli we do not know', kneds, wrapt in his t^arape^ 
beside the wall of the Arzohispado from sunset till midnight, or later; 
for we have fiyjqucntly gone out at nine in the evening, and left him 
kneeling there, and on our return at one in the morning Juivt* found 
him in the same position. He asks no alms, hut kneels there silent 
and motionless, hour after hour, as if in the performance of some 
vow. 

August 1st.—We had a visit last evening from one of the directors 
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served nearly thirty years in that and other caparitios, and who, alter 
speaking of the different viceroys he had seen, proceeded to p:iv(? ns 
various anecdotes of the Viceroy llcvilla^xijaredo, the most honoured 
for his ju8t.icc, renowned for his energy, and feared for bis severity, 
of the whole dynasty. Our friend was moved to enthusiasm by the 
sight of an old-fashioned “hut very handsome musical clock, which 
stands on a table in tbc drawing-room, and which he says was 
brought over hy this viceroy, and was no doubt considered a miracle 
of'art in those days. 

Some of tbc anecdotes ho told us are already gcn(irally known 
here, but bis manner of telling them was very interesting, and he 
added various j)artieulars which wc had not heard before. B(?sides, 
the stories themselves seem to mo so curious and characteristic, that 
however much they bisc by being tamely ir'rittcn, instead of drama¬ 
tized as tlu\y are by him, I am tempted to give you one or two speci¬ 
mens. Thit my letter is getting beyond all ordinary limits, and your 
curiosity will no doubt keep <.;ool till the arrival of another packet. 


LE'ETEIl .XLII. 

Augmt Zrd. 

A iiADY of fortune, owing to some combination of eircumstanees, 
found herself in difficulties, and in immediate ivant of a small sum 
of money. Don — being her compadre^ and a respectable mcrcliant, 
she went to him to state her necessities, and offered him a case ol' 
valuable jewels as security for repayment, provided he would advance. 
’ her eight hundred dollars. He agreed, and the bargain was eou- 
oluded w-ithout any written document, the lady depositing lier jciwels 
and receiving the sum. At the (md of a few months, licr temporary 
difficulties being ended, she -went to her compadrds house to repay 
the money and receive l.>ack her jewels. The man readily received 
the money, but declared to liis astonished comadre, that as to tlic 
jewels, he had never heard of them, and that no such transaction 
had taken place.' The seCora, indignant at the merchant’s treachery, 
instantly repaired-to the palace of the vice-king, hoping for justice? 
from this Western Solomon, though unahlo to cenceive how it could 
be obtained. She was instantly received by Rcvillagigcdo, who 
listened attentively to her accomit of the circumstances. “ Had you 
no witnesses said tlie count. “None,” replied she. “Did no ser¬ 
vant pass in or out during the transaction?” “No one.” The 
viceroy reflected a moment. “Does your cowjtwirfrg smoke?” “No, 
sir,” stiid thelady,4ibStoni8hedat this irrelevant question, and perhaps 
the more so as the count’s aversion to smoking was so well known 
that none of his smoking subjects ventured to approach him without 
having’ taken every preoaution to deaden any odoiir of the fragrant 
weed which might lurk about their clothes or persons. “ Does ho take 
snuff?” said the viceroy. “Yes, your excellency,” said his visitor, 
who probably feared that for once his excellency’s wits were wool¬ 
gathering. “Thai is sufficient,” said the viceroy; “retire into the 
adjoining chamber, and keep quiet: your jc^vcls shall be re.stored.” 
His excellency then despatched a messenger for tue mcivhant, wlio 
immediutelv presented himself. 
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“I have sent for you,’' said tlie viceroy, “ tliat we may talk over 
some matters an which your mercantile luiowledgc may he of use to 
the stat(;. Th<* merchant was overwhelmed with gratitude iind joy; 
while the vi(;croy entered into conversation with him upon various 
afiaim counccted with his profession. Suddeniy the viceroy put his 
hand first in one pocket, then in the ottter,. with the air of a man 
who has mislaid something. **Ah!" said he, my suuif-bux. Ex- 
custj mo for a moment while T go to fetch it from the next room.’' 
'"Kir!" said the merchant, *‘j)ermit me to have the honour of oftbr- 
ing my box- to your excellency." His excellency received it as if 
moeUanically, holding it in bis hand and talking, till, pretending 
some business, iie went out, and calling an othcer, desired him to 
take that snuif-box to the lucrehant’s liouse, a^ing his wife, as from 
him, by that token, to deliver to the bcima* a ease of jewels which he 
had left there. The viceroy retimicd to the apartment whore he had 
left Ills flattered guest, and remained in eonveimtion with him until 
the officer rTiturned, and requesting private speech of the viceroy, 
deliviii'ed to him a jewcl-ease which he had received from the mer¬ 
chant’s w’ife. 

Revillagigcdo then returned t<» his fair complainant, and under 
pretone*; of showing her some rooms in the palace, l»;d her into one 
where, amongst many objects of value, the ji;wol-case stood open. 
No sooner bad she cast her eyes upon it than shi; started forward in 
joy and amazement. The viceroy requested her to wait there a little 
longer, and returneil to bis other guest. *‘Now," said he, “before 
going further, I wish to iioar the trutii concerning anotlu;r alfair in 
wliicli you arc intercstofl. Arc you actpiaiiited with th<; Sefiora do 

-?" “Intimately, sir: she is my cmiadreS' “Did you lend her 

eight hundred dolJai*s at such a <laU3?" “Idid." “Did she give 
yon a case of Jewels in pledge; t” “Never!" said the nn;rchant, vc- 
iioincntly. “The money was lent without any security ; merely as 
an act of friendship, and she lias invented a story conecining some 
icwols, which has not the slightest foundation." In vain the viceroy 
begged him to reflect, and not, by adding falsehood to t reachery, 
force him to take moasur<;s of severity, 'riic merchant with oaths 
|i<'rsist»'<l in liis <lcriial. 'Iho viceroy left the i»)uin siuldciily, and re- 
turiKid with the jewel-case in Ids hand ; at which unexpected appa- 
lilion tlie astonished mcrtdiant changed colour, and entirely lost bis 
I'lrcsenco of mind. The vic<;roy onlered him from his presence, with 
a seven; relmko for Ids falsehooil and treachery, and an order nevta* 
again to outer the palace. At the same time he <;omnianded him to 
send him, the n(‘xt morning, eight hundred dollars with flve hun¬ 
dred more; which ho did, and which were, by the viccroy.’s order, 
distrihiitcil amongst the hospitals. His exc<;llency is said to have 
addeil a severe reprimand to the lady for having made a baigain 
without writing. 

Another story which I recollect is as follows:—A poor Indian ap- 
l»eared befljre the viceroy, aird stated that he hod found in the street 
a. hagfidl of golden oninas, which had been odvcrlisod with the 
promise of a handsome reward to the pereou who should restore them 

to tin* owner; that upon carrying them to this Don-, he 

luul r<‘eeiv(;*l the hag, counteil the ounces, extracted two. which he 
had seen him sli? into his pocket, and had then reiu'oai lied the poor 
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jind c^i rascal, and, instead of rewarding, had driven him fjhm the 
liouse. With the viceroy tlicre was no delay. Immediate action 
was his plan. Detaining the Indian, he despatched an officer to 

desire the attendance of Don-with his hag of ounces. He 

came, and the viceroy desyred him to relate the circumstances, his 
practised eye reading his falsehood at a glance. “May it please 
your excellency, I losf a hag containing gold. The Indian, now in 
your excellency’s presence, brought it to me iji hopes of a reward, 
ha^ing first stolen part of the contents. I drove him from the house 
as a thief, who. Instead of recompense, deserves punishment." 

“Stay!" said the viceroy, “there is some mistake here. Ho\v 
many ounces ivore there in the hag you lost?" “Twenty-eight." 
“And how many are here?" “But tw'onty-six.” “Count them 
-down. I see it is as you say. The case is clear, and we have all 
been mistaken. Had this Indian heen a thief, lie would never have 
brought back the bag, and stolen merely two ounces;. He would 
have kept the whole. It is evident that this is not your bag, hut 
another which this poor man has found. Sir, our intorview’^ is at Jin 
end. Continue to search for your hag of gold; and as for yon, friend, 
since w’c cannot find the ti iic owner, sweep up these twenty-six pieces 
and carry them away. They are yours.” So saying, his excellency 

bowed ont the discomfit-od cheat and the overjoyed rustic. Mr.- 

says that this story, he thinks, is taken from something similar in an 
oriental tale, llowoviw, it may liaA'C occurred twice. 

A horrible murder took placid in 17H!), during the vieeroyalty of 
Bcvillagigcdo, -which is remarkable in two X)articulars: the trifling 
circumstances which led to its discovery, afid the energy displayed 
by the viceroy, contrasting strongly with the tardy execution of jus¬ 
tice in oiir days. There lived in Mexico at that period, in tlie str<‘(‘t 
of Oordovancs, No. 15, a rich merchant of the name of Don Joatpnir 
Dongo. A clerk named Jose Joaquin Blanco, who had formerly been 
in his office, having fallen into vicious courses, and joined in com¬ 
panionship with two other young men, Felipe Aldama and Baltazar 
Quintero, gamblers and cock-fightci-s (w'ith reverence be it spoken!) 
like himself, fonncil, in concert with them, a i>lan for robbing his 
former master. 

They accordingly repaired to the house one evening when they 
knew that Dongo was from homo, and imitating the signal whi('h 
Blanco knew the coachman w’as in the habit of making to tlic porter 
wdicn the carriage returned at night, t?*e dooi-s were immcdiately 
thrown open, and the robbers entered. Tlic porter was their first 
victim. He was thrown <low'n and stabbed. A postman, who was 
waiting with letters for the return of the master of the houst*, wa-s 
the next, and then the co(»k, and so on, until eleven lay weltering in 
their blood. The wretches then procee<led to pick the locks of the 
different.bureaux, guided by Blanco, who, in his former capacity, 
had made himself au fait of all tlie secrets of the house. They ot)- 
tained twenty-two thousand dollars in specie, and about seven 
thousand dollars’ w orth of plate. • 

Mean while, the unfortunate master of the house returned home, 
and at the accustomed signal the doors w'cre opened by tlie rohhei-s, 
and, on the entrance of the carriage, instantly relcykod. Seeing the 
pm*ter bathed in blood, and dead bodies lying af the foot of the 
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v'iiiicin^? to Aldama, who stood near the door, he said, “My life is in 
your hands; but for God’s sake show some mercy, and do not mur¬ 
der ]ue ill cold blood. Say what sums of money you want. Take 
all that is in the house, and leave me, and I swear to keep your 
scer(*t.“ Aldama consented, and Uongo passed on. As he ascended 
the stairs, stejiping over the body of the postman, he encountered 
Quintero, and to him he made the same appeal, with the same 
success; when Illanco, springing forward, held his sword to Quintero’s 
breast, and swearing a great oath, exclaimed, “If 3 ''ou do not stab 
him, I wdll kill you on the si>ot.” Conceive, for one moment, the 
situjition of the unfovtnnate J)ongo, surrounded hy the murdered 
and the murderers in his own house at the dead ol ihe night, and 
without a hope of assistance! Tin*, suspense w'as momentaiy. Thus 
adjured, Quintero stabbed him to the heart. 

T'lie murderers tin ii collected their spoil, and it being still dark, 
two of tbem^ot into Doiigo’s carriage, tlie third acting as coachman, 
and so drove swiftly out of the gates of the city, till, arriving at a 
deserted spot, not far from a vi]Iagi\ they turned the carriagij and 
mules adrift, and luiried tlnnr treasure, which they iruiisiiorted after¬ 
wards to a house in the Callo do la i\guila (the IStrct.‘t of tlic Kagle), 
Xo. ; and went alumt their avoc.iUoiis in the uioruing as if uotliing 
had occurred. Mean while, the public consternation may be conceived, 
when the morning dawned upon this bloody tragedy. As for the 
viv croy, h(‘ swore that the murderers sliouid he discovercil, and 
lianged hotbre his oj^es that day week. 

Immediately tli<^ most energetic measures were taken, and the 
:^ates of the city shut, to pievent all egr<ss. Orders were given 
ill rough all thii different district^ of the capital, that all guests, or 
visitors, or boanlors, wli<‘ther in inn, or lodging, or iivivate house, 
siioiihl Jiave their names given n]j to tlie police, with an account of 
tlicir comlitJon, occupation, motives for living in Mexico, Strict 
cognizance was taken, in all the village's near the capital, of every 
pe rson who had passed through, or entered, or left the village W'ithin 
a ci'.rtain .space of time. All the roads near l lm capitfd were scoured 
by parties of .soldiers. Every hidden jilace >vas ,sear<;lied by the 
polhc, every suspected liou.se ent<.*red. The linicia.1 of tlie ill-fated 
bongo and of the other victims took place the fcdlowiiig day; and it 
was afterwards remembered tluit Aldama was there amongst the 
forcunost, remarking and c»>inmeiiting upon tliis liorriblo wholesale 
butchery, and upon the probabilities of discovering the murderers. 

A country family from a neighbouring village, healing of all these 
doings in Mexico, and with that love of the marvellous wliichcharac- 
Uiiizes persons uneducated, or unaccustomed to tlie world, determined 
to pay a visit to the capital, .and to hear, at the fountain-head, all 
these rvonderful stories, wliie-h had probably reacluid them under a 
hundred exaggcratcil forms. No sooner had they entered their 
lodgings than they were visited and examined hy the police, and 
their depositions taken down as to their motives for visiting the 
capital, their place of birth, &c. As a gratuitous piece of in formation, 
one of them mentioned, that, passing by a barber’s shop (probably 
w ith bis e 5 'es opened wide in the expectation of seeing horrible sights), 
ho luid observed a man talking to the barber, who had a. stain of 
unon his aiieuc (hair being then worn powdered and tied 
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ordered that the person who mentioned it should instantly conduct 
the police othcers to the shop where he liad obserred it. Th<i shop 
being found, the barber was questit)ncd as to what j^ersons he had 
been conversing with tliat morning, and mentioned about half-a ■ 
dozen, amongst others Aidama, who did not bear a very good repu¬ 
tation. Aldama was sent for, confronted with the man who gave 
the information, identified as the same, and the stain of blood being 
observed, ho was immediately committed to prison upon suspicion. 
Being questioned as to the cause of the stain, he replied, that being 
at a cock-fight, on such a day, at such an hour, the blood from one 
of the dying cooks,‘Which he hold, had spirted up, and stained the 
collar of his shirt and his hair. Intpiiries being inc.de at tlie cock¬ 
pit, this was corroborated by .st^veral mtnesses, and, extraordinary 
as it is, it is most probable that the asmiion teas Irm. 

But mean while, the mother of Blanco, deeply distressed at the 
dissolute courses of her sou, took tlie resolution (which inwcs uior<» 
than anytiiing elsci Revillagigcdo’s goodness, and the confidence 
which all classes had in him) to consult the viceroy as to the means 
of converting the young man to better habits. It seems as if the 
hand of ah avenging Vrovidence had conducted this unfortunate 
mother to take a step so fatal to her son. She told the viceroy tliat 
she had in vjiin attempted to check him, that his days and nights 
were 8i>cnt with i)ro11igate companions in gambling-houses and in 
cock-pits, and that she feared some mischief would come some day 
from his fighting, and swearing, and drinking; that but a few days 
since he ha«l come home late, and that she had observed that liis 
stockings were dabbled in blood; that she had questioned him upon it, 
.and that he had answered surlily, lie had got it in the cock-pit. Her 
narration was hardly concluded lieforc Blanco was arrested, and 
pla<;cd in a separate cell of the same prison with Aldama. Shortly 
after, Quintero, only as being the intimate friend and companion of 
both parties, was taken up on suspicion and lodged in the same 
prison, all being separately confined, and no communication per¬ 
mitted between them. 

It seems as if Quintero, perhaps the least hardcnc^d of the throe, 
was struck with the conviction, that in tlie extraordinary combina¬ 
tion of circumstances which had led to the arrest of himself and his 
companions in villany, the finger of (lod was too distinctly visible 
to permit a doubt of ultimate discovery to rest upon bis mind; for 
ho confessed at once, and, declaring thal. lie saw all denial was use¬ 
less, gave a circumstantial account of tlie whole. Ho hogged for 
nine days’ grace to prepare himself for death, but the viceroy would 
grant but three. When Aldama confessed, he made the avowal that 
he wa.s guilty of a previous murder, when ho was alcalde; of a village 
near Mexico, M'hioh was before the time of Revillagigedo, and for 
which he had been tried and acquitted. He being alcalde, the post¬ 
man of the village was in the habit of passing by his house, giving 
him an account of whatever money he Jiad collected, &c. One 
eveningihis man stopped at Aldama’s, and told him he was entrusted 
with a sum of fifteen hundixid dollars to carry to a neighbouring 
village. At twelve o’clock he left Aldama’s house, who, taking a 
short-cut across the fields, reached the postman this other direc¬ 
tion. stabbed him. and canied back the monev. Nextdav. when the 
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the body, and affected to institute a strict search for the murderer. 
Nevertheless he was suspected and anested, but escaiicd by bribery, 
and shortly after, leaving the village, came to tlie wider theatre of 
Mexico. 

Th(*, murderers, having thus made their confession, were ordered to 
l)reparc for death. A scaffold, erected between the central gate of 
the palace and that which is now the principal gate of the city 
guards, was hung with black to denott? that the (aiminals were of 
noble blood. Ah immense crowd were asstmibled; and the viceroy, 
standing on the balcony of his palace, witnessed the execution in the 
great square, the very day week that the mnrd«.T» wen; committed. 

TIjo streets were then kept in tartect order, both ns to i)aving and 
lighting; and ou one occasion, having ridden all through the city, 
as was his custom, to observe whctlicr eveiything was in order for 
tlio Holy Week, he observed that several parts of the different streets 
were unpavqjl and out of repair; wliereu])OiJ, seJuling for tlie head of 
the police, he desired that thes(; stifcts sbonJd Im j»ave<l and in order 
bt'fore the Holy Wi;ek, of which it waiittul but a lew <.lays. Thu 
officer declared the tiling to be impossible. The viceroy ordered it 
to be done, on the penalty of losing bis place. Kiirly on the inoniing 
of I’alni Sunday, he sent to know if all was in readiness; and as iho 
bells tolled for early mass, tbe Iasi stone wtis hud on the Callo Sun 
Francisco, wJiieli completed tlie work. 

It is said he frequently went about incoy,^ attended by oiu; or two 
jii<les-(le-cainp, by wliieJi means, like, aiiotiu^r Haroiin A1 Ihisehid, he 
was enableil to discover and coiTect hidileu iduises. IW his orders, 
'!(» monk could be out of bis convent afUir vespers. Walking one 
evening along the streets, iKM iicoiintered a monk in the OaJle San 
Francisco, taking bis pleasure long after the appointed hour. The 
vic<aoy walked directly to tin; convent, aiai on making liiraself 
known, was roccivtal by tlie abbot with all ilue respeet. “How 
many monks have you in your convent, father.^” asked the viceroy. 
“Fifty, your excellency.” “There are now only forty-nine. Call 
them t)vcv, see which is the missing Ijrother, and let Ids name bo 
striiek out.” ^I’lie list was jn'oduced, the iiMiiics were eallcd over, 
and oniy forty-Jive monks iircseiited themselves. Jly onler of the 
viceroy, the live who had broken tbrongh tlio rules were never again 
admitted into tJie convent. Alas! could bis exeellciicy have lived 
in tlu'se our degenerate days, and beheld certain monks of a certain 
ordi'i- drinking pulque and otberwis<! disporting themselves! nay, 
seen one, as we hut just now did fi'om the window, strolling, along 
the street by lamplight, with an Yntida (Indian girl) tucked undei* 
ids arm! .... 

One more anecdote of the “immortal Itevillagigedo,” u4id X luivo 
done. It was very late at night, when, not far from tlie gate-of the 
city called “The Lost Child” (in commemoration of that period 
when “the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem,” and Avlien “his 
parents sought for him sorrowing”), his excellency encountwed a good- 
looking damsel', walking briskly and alone, at that niitimoly hour, 
yel withal quiet and modest in her demeanour. Wishing to try tlie 
tenqier of her steel (or brass), ho left his oflicei-s a little Avay behind; 
and ]»orhaps tln^y were not astonished—“ Oh! by no iii(;an«; cer* 
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to accompany her in her rambles, a proposal which was indignantly 
rejected. ^^ Anda!” (come!) said his excellency; ‘‘give over these 
airs: you, a mugercilla (little girl), strolling about in search of adven¬ 
tures!" Imagine the feelings of his excellency on receiving in reply 
a tremendous and well-applied box on the car! The staff rushed 
forward, and were astonished to find the viceroy, with a smiling 
count<mancc, watching the retreating steps of the adventurous dani- 
8i‘l. “What! yoiir excellency; such insolence! such audacity! such 

-!" “Come, come!” said the viceroy, “she has proved herself 

worthy of our favour. Let instant inquiry be made as to her birth 
and parentage, and as to her reasons for being on the streets at this 
hour. They must be honest ones.” The result proved the viceroy 
coiTect in his opinion. »Shc was a poor girl, supporting a dying mo¬ 
ther by giving music lessons, and obliged to trudge on foot from 
hous<! to house at all hours; and amongst her scholars was the 
daughter of an old lady who lived out of the gates of ilie city, and 
from whose house, being that of her last visited i)upil, she hat! fre¬ 
quently to return late at night. On being informed of those parti¬ 
culars, his excellency ordered her a pension of three hundred dollars 
per annum, to be continued to the day of her death; and it is said 
she is still .alive, though very old. This is making one’s fortune by 
a coup de main, or by a litckg hit! 

11th.—C-^n has just returned from seeing the general .arcldves, 

wliich are all in confusion and going to ruin. Don Ygnaci(^ Ouevjis, 
who has the charge of them, has written various works—the “His¬ 
tory of the Viceroys," the “Califoruias," &c.—which wore stolen or 
destroyed in the \^ipronundamiento. He related the story of llcvil- 
higigedo and the j(iW(‘ls, only differing from my friend’s narrative in 
that he says it was not a jewel-case, hut a diamond bracelet. He 

assured C-n that Mexico in Indian means “Jlelow this,” alluding 

to the population W'ho, ac-cording to tradition, arc buried beneath 
the Pcdregal. 

28th.—This morning C-n had his farewell audience of the pre ¬ 

sident, and the new jiiiiiister was received. 


LKTTKU XLIII. 

0\st August. 

This afternoon the clouds, gathered together in gloomy masses, an 
nounced a thunder-storm, and at the same time a certain degree of 
agitation, apparently pervading the city, was suddenly obsoryahle 
from our balconies. Shops were shutting up, people hurrying in all 
directions, lica<is at all the windows, ami men looking out from the 
azoteas; but as these symptoms were immediately followed by a tre¬ 
mendous storm of thunder and lightning and plashing rain, we 
trusted that the cause laid been very simple. Put these elements of 
nature are wielded by the hand that called them forth, and can stay 
them at His will; and the sun, breaking forth smilingly and scatter¬ 
ing the clouds, made us feel that the storm had but refresheti the 
parched earth and cleared the sultry atmosidiere. ^Not so with the 
storm which has been brooding in the hearts of a handful of amhi- 
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wise or merciful Power, but by the hands of selfish, designing, and 
short-sighted mortals. 

The storm, though shoil, had not passed away when nows was 
]>ronght us of a new revolution in Mexico! General Valencia—he who 
pronounced (but two short months ago!) the high-flown and flatter¬ 
ing speech to the president, on r<ic(*iving the sword of horicur—has 
now promninccd in a very different and much clearer manner. 

8 o'clock.—Nothing further, but that the pnisidi-ut has .salUtJii 
forth on liorseback from 8an Agustin, and was received with repeated 
mens by the people collected in the square. 

1st Soptenil ’i*.—^I'his revolution is like ti game of choRs, in which 
kings, castles, knights, and bishops, arc making diflereiit moves, 
while the pawns uie looking on or taking no part whatever. 

Mexico looks as if it had got a generai holiday. Sliops shut nj), 
and all business is iiL a stand, 'flu* people, with the iitmo.st apathy, 
are collectsi in groups, talking ; the oRicers nre galloping 

about; generals, in a somewhat ]){trti.coloured dress, with large gray 
bats, striped pantaloons, old conts, and generals' belts,* fine horses, 
and crimson-eolourcd velvet sadrllcs. The shopkeepers in the sipiarc 
have been removing their goods and money. An nccjisional shot is 
beard, and sometimes a volley, siiceeedc.il by a dead silence, 'fhe 
archbishop shows bis reverenil fae(^ now ami then upon the ojiposite 
balcony ofhis palace, looks out a little wliile, ami tlicii retires, 'file 
child* efl'eet, so far, is universal idleness in man and beast, the soldiers 
ami tlioir qiiadnipi;ds excepted. 

'fho position of the president, bowevt i, is not so bad as at first 
siglit it.migbt appe.'ir, or as it will be if bis en-'iiiies arc permitted to 
reunite, lie lias upwards ot two thousand men, twelve [lieces of 
ordnance, and, tbough his infantry are few, and he has little artil- 
l(‘ry, he has good cavalry. Valencia has twelve hnndreil men, 
twenty-six pieces of onlnanee, with good infantry, and almost all 
the artillery. The rebels have possessed themselves of the Aeordai.ln., 
and given liberty to those who were Tinprisoiud for political opinions: 
a good loophole for the escape of criminals. 

>b*;m while, we pass our time very quietly. In the lumning we 
generally have visitors very early, discussing the pro)uihilities and 
iriviiig ns the last ro])Orts. Sometimes wc venture out when there is 
no firing, which is mneh ]e.ss constant and alarming than it Avaslast 
year. So far w'c continue to have visitors in the evening, and'Senor 

B-and I have been playing duets on the harj) and [liani), even 

though Mexico is declared “in a state of siege." 'J’hc-minister, 

who was hero this morning, docs, however, strongly recommend us 
to change our quarters, and to remove to Tacuhaya; which will l»e 
so troublesome that we are inclined to delay it until it becomes ali- 
soliitely necessa^ 5 ^ 

10th.—On the 7 th, the president ofl*ered an amnesty to tlu‘ 7 >re- 
nuneiados. Whatever might liave heeii the result, the evening con¬ 
cluded with a terrible tliiinder-storm, mingled with the roaring of 
cannoTi, which had a most lugubrious elfeet. Many j)ei»i)le were 
killed on the street. We had gone out in the morning, but met tlie 

ex-minister H-a, who strongly advised us to return homo diicetly, 

as halls were facing and accidents liappening all around. 
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the palace; and that, if the powder which is kept there were to blow 
Tip, it would ruin half the city. This induced us to look at home; 
for if the palace be bombarded, the Casa de Moneda cannot escape, 
and if the ptdacc be blown up, the Casa de Moneda will most cer<^ 
tainly keep it company. When the proclamation came out in the 
morning, various were the opinions expressed in consequence. Some 
believed the bombardment to be a mere threat, and others that it 
would take place at eleven at night. An old supernumci'ary soldier 
who lives here (one of those who were disabled by the last revolution), 
assured us that wc had better leave the house, and as we refused, on the 
pica of having no safer house to go to, he walked off to the azotea, tell¬ 
ing us he would let m know when the first bomb fel^ on the palace, 
and that then wo must go poiibrce. In the evening we wont down¬ 
stairs to the large vaulted rooms where they are making cannon 
balls, and where the vaults arc so thick and solid that it was thought 
we should bo in safety, even if (Jenerfil Valencia really ke^t his word. 
Wc sat up that night till twi lvc o’clock, listening anxiously, but 
nothing happened; and now, in consequence of a deputation which 
has been sent to the citadel by certain foreigners of distinction 
(though unknown to the govenimcnt), we are no longer afraid of any 
sudden assault of this kind, as Ccneral Valencia has promised, in 
considomtion of their rcqirestuitations, not to proceed to these lost 
extremities unless driven to them for his own defence. 

Wo shall write again from San Xavier. 


LKTTEll XLIV. 

• San JToricr, IQth September. 

After a morning of fatigue, confusion, bustle, leave-taking, &e. 
a coach with four mules, procured with the utmost difficulty, drove 
up to the door; the coach old and crazy, the mules and harness 
quite consistent, and the postilions so tipsy that they could hardly 
keep their seats. But we Jiad no time to be particular, and climbed 
in amidst bows and hand-shakings, and prophecies of breaking down 
and of being robbed by a band of formate headed by a Spaniard, who 
are said to be scouring tlie country; who arc said to be, for, just now, 
seeing is believing, and few reports are worth attending to. How¬ 
ever, we took two servants on horseback, by way of escort, and 
rattled off, the coach creaking ominously, the postilions swinging 
from side to side, and our woithy housekeeper, whom we had earned 
off from the smoking city, screaming out her last orders to the 
gahpina, concerning a certain green paiTOt which she bad left in the 
charge of that tender-hearted damsel, who, with her rebozo ut her 
eyes, surrounded by directors of the mint, secretaries of legation, 
soldicm and porters, had enough to do to take charge of herself. 
The city looked very sad as we drove through the streets, with 
cloi^d shops, and barred windows, and cannon planted, and soldiers 
riding about. At every village we passed, the drivers called for 
brandy, and tossed off a glast^l eaeh, wffiich appeared to act like a 
composing draught, as they gradually recovered their equilibrium. 
Wc were glad to arrive at San Xavier, where we mccived a most 
cordial welcome, and to be removed, at least for a wliUe, from sights 
and sounds of destruction. A ^rreat uprt 
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the villaj^e near which San Xavier is situated, leads through traces 
of the ruins of th(? ancient 'rcnochtitlaii. 

'^rhe hacienda luis the usual qutmttm (»f funiituvo heloiiging to 
these country-houses; and it is certiiinly no longer a matter of sur- 
jirisc to us, that ricli lUoprictors take little interest in omhelUshinjiv 
them. A house wliich will, in all in-ol)ahility, he convertiMl once a 
year into a harra< k, is (hicidedly with almost nakeid wjdls tiian 

encumbered with elegant furniture. This house has been entirely 
destroyed in that way more than once, a)id, the last time that it was 
occupied hy troops, was left like* an Augean stable. Wc have here 
the luxury of hooks. My room opens ini*) a 1‘oantiful eba]>el, co¬ 
vered with paintings representing saints and Virgins holiling lilies, 
wdiere mass is said occasionally, Ihougli the family generally attend 
mass in the village church of TIanapautla. Ikifore. the house is a 
small flower-garden filled with rosis ami peeiilijiiiy fine dahlias, 
pomegranate-trees and violets, which, tliongl) single, have a delicious 
fragrance. This stretches ont into an iuiineiise V(‘gctal)l(i.garden 
and orchard, terminatijig in a shrubbery, through whicli walks are 
cut, impervious to the sun at Jiopn-day. Tin r<^ is also a large re¬ 
servoir of water, and the garden, whieli eovt‘rs a great space of 
ground, is kept in good. ordi*r. 'riuur are beautiful walks in tlii? 
neighbourhood, lending to Indian villages, old i liureluiS, and farms; 
and all the lant^s are hordiTcd with fruit-ti ia;s, 

Hoivover, tlie most iv‘nmrkahle object of th(‘ rancho is its pro¬ 
prietress, a tall, noble-looking Indian, Dofjn, Margarita b> name, a 
mountaineer by birth, and now a rich widow, possessing lands and 
flocks, tliougli living in niipareiit povoity, The bulk of licr fortune 
she employs in oilueatiiig poor orphans. Kvery i)Oor i hild who has 
no parents finds in her a mother and protectress; the more i wretched, 
or sh^k, or deformed, the nior<* certain of an jis) him willi h^ r. She 
takes them into her house, brings them up as her owm cliildren, has 
them bred to some useful (‘.mploymeut, and when they ar(‘ old enough, 
married. If it is a boy, she chooses him a wife from amongst the 
girls of the mountains where she was born, wlio she says are Icj^ 
eovrupted" than the girls of the village, i^hc* has generally from 
twelve, to twenty on her hands, always lilling uj) with new orphans 
the vaeaneu's caused in ^er small colony hy death or marriage. 
Tliere is nothing picturcscpie aboutthe.se orphans, for as I said before, 
the most deformed and hcliibiss, and maimed and sick, are tlie pe*- 
cnliar objects of Dofia Margarita’s care; nevertheless, we,saw various 
healthy, happy-looking girls, busied in various w'ays, washiiig, and 
ironing, and sewdiig, whose vciy eyes gleame<l wlieii wc mentioiuMl 
lier name, and who sptjke of her with a respect and aifeetion that it 
was pleasant to witness, ’rjuly, this w’omaii is entitled to happy 
dreams and soft slumbers! Tlic remainder of her fortune slie em¬ 
ploys in the festivals and ceremonies of the olairch; iii fiv(!works, in 
ornaments for the altars, &c. 

23rd.—We have received news this morning of the niurtler of our 
porter, the Spaniard whom we brought here from Havana. He had 
left us, and was employed as porter in a fahiica (manufactory), where 
the wife and family of the proprietor resided. Eight of (Icneral 
Valencia’s soldfei’s sallied forth from the eitailel to rol» this factory, 
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entered the building, robbed, and committed dreadful outrages. 
'J'hey are selling printed papeni through the streets to-d.ay, giving an 
account of it. The men are taken up, and it is said will be shot by 
orders of the general; but we doubt this, even though a message 
has arrived, requiring the attendance of the padre who confesses cri¬ 
minals: a Franciscan monk, who, wdth various of his brethren, is 
living out here for safety at present. 

Sunday, 27th.—(Cavalry, infantry, carriages, cannons, &c. arc all 
passing through the village. These are the pi'onunciadoa^ with Gene¬ 
ral Paredes, following to Mexico. Feminine curiosity induces me 
to stop here, and to join the party who are going down to the vil¬ 
lage to see them pass. . . . 

Wc have just returned after a sunny walk and an inspcctim of 
the pronuncUuioi: they are too near Mexico now for me to venture 
to call them the reheU. The infantry, it must be confessed, were in 
a very ragged and rather drunken condition; the cav/jilry better, 
having borrowed fresh horses as they went along. Though certainly 
not point-device in their accoutrements, their good horses, high sad 
dies, bronzed faces, and picturesque attire, had a fine effect as they 
passed along under the burning sun. The sick followed on asses, 
and amongst them various nuisculine-looking Avomeii, with serapes 
or mangasy and large straw hats, tied down with/jolounid handicer- 
chiefs, mounted on mules or horses. The sumptcr mules followed, 
carrying provisions, camp-beds, &c.; and various Indian women 
trotted on foot in the rear, canying their husbands’ boots aiul 
clothes. Tluii'c was certainly no beauty amongst these feminine 
followers of the camp, especially amongst the mounted Amazons, 
\vho looked like very ugly men in a semi-female disguise. The 
whole party ai\! on their way to l''acubaya, to join Santa Anna. 
The game is nearly up now. Check from two knights and a castle: from 
Santa Anna and Paredes in Tacubaya, and from Valencia in the 
citadel. People are fiying in all directions; some from Mexico, 
and others from Guadalupe and Tacubaya. . . . 

7th October.— A capitulation. Santa Anna is triumphant. He 
ftiadc his solemn entry into Mexico lost evening. Generals Valencia 
and Canalizo being at the head of the united forces. Not a solitary 
“viva” was heard as they passed along4hc streets, nor afterwards 
during his speech in congress. Te JDeum was sung this morning in 
the cathedral, the archbishop in person receiving the new president 
We have just returned from Mexico, whUher wc went in search of 
apartments, and with great difficulty have found rooms in the hotel 
of the Callc Vergara; but we shall remain here a day or two 
longer, 'riiere is no great difference in the general ai)pearance of 
the city, except that the shops are all re-opened, and that most of 
the windows are broken. Immediately after the morning ceremony, 
Santa Anna returned to the archbishop’s palace at Tacubaya, which 
residence he prefers to the president’s palace in Mexico. His return 
there, after his triumphant entry into the capital, was very much en 
roi: a retinue of splendid coaches with fine horses going at full 
speed; the general’s carriage drawm by four beautiful white horses 

(belonging to Don F-M-; the very same that were sent to 

bring us into Mexico); biilliant aides-de-camp, a|id an immense 
escort of cavalry. Thus concludes the revolution of 1842, though 

iniiaA vV*» 
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LETTER XLV. 

8 //' Octolrr. 

In the midst of the revolution, ^v^i were amused h) u very poaecful 
sight: all the nurses belonging to the Cuua, or Foundling Hospital, 
coming from the ditfovent villages to receive their monthly wa/;i‘s. 
Amongst the many charitable institutions in I^h^vico, there appears 
to me (in spite of the many prejudices existing against such institu¬ 
tions) none more useful than this. Those otherwise ruifortuiuite 
children, the offspring of abject poverty or guilt, arc left at the gate 
of the establishment, where they arc received without any qiH!stions 
being askcjJ; and from that moment tli<*\' arc ])rotected and cui'cmI 
for by the best and noblest families in the country. 'Fhe memhers 
of the society consist of the first innsonK in Mexico, male and female. 
The men furnish the money; the women give their time and atten¬ 
tion. There is no fixed nnmher of members, and amongst them are 
the ladies in whose house wc now live. 'I’lic pvpmivnt is tlie Dowa- 
e:er Marquesa de Vivanco. When the (hihl has l)(‘cn ahoul a mouth 
in the Cnna, it is sent with an Indian nurse, to one of the villages 
in;ar JVIexico. If sick or feeble, it remains in the house, under the 
more inim<‘diate inspection of the society. These nurses have a 
Jiadora, a responsible ]>ersoiJ, who lives in tlie village and answers 
for their good eondiu.t. P^tich nurse is paid four ihdlaiv, per month, 
a sufficient sum to induce any ]»oor Indian Avith a family to add one 
to her stock. Each lady of the society has a certain numhor under 
hor peculiar care, and gives their clotlus, whicJi are ])oor lujough, 
hut according to the villntjv, fashion. I'he child thus j)ut out to 
nurse is brought back t*) the China when weancil, and remains 
under the charge of th(^ society for life; hut of the. hundreds and 
ttuis of hundrods that have passed through their hands, scarcely oiu* 
ha.s been loft to groAv up iu the China. They art^ constantly sulopteti 
I)} respectable persons, who, according to their inclination or ahili- 
tii‘s. T)ring them up cither as favoured servants or as their OAvn 
children; and the condition of a huerfano'' fan orphan, as a child 
froiu the liospital is always called) is jjerfeedh' upon a level with 
that of till*, most petted child of the house. 'J’he mu*seB in the (hiiia 
are paid (fight dollars ))er month. 

Upwards of a hundrod uiu’ses and babies arrivial on Sunday, 
taking nyi their station on the gi'ass, under the sliade of a large ash- 
tree in the (?ourt-yard. The nurses arc invarialfiy bi‘onz()-eolour<‘d; 
the babies generally dark, though there Avas a sprinkling of fair 
English or German faces amongst them, wfith blue eyes and hJoiide • 
liair, apparently not the groAN tli of TMexiean land. Gr(*at attention 
to cleanliness caiiiiot he hoiiOd for from this class; huL the babies 
looked healthy and contented. Each nurse had to |» resent a paper 
which had been given her for that purpose, containing lier own 
name, the name of the child, and that of the lady umlia- aaIiow par¬ 
ticular charge slm avjuj: such as — “Maria Josefa; hjihy .luanita do 
KoT^f'.ra no5»a "Matilda F-; given on 
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had lost this paper, and it was impossible for her to remember more 
than her own name; as to who gave her the baby, or when she got 
it, it was entirely beyond lier powers of calculation. However, then 
stepped forward the fiadora, Dofia Tomasa, a sensible-looking village 
dame, grave and important as became her situation, and gave an 
{recount of the nurse and the baby, which being satisfactory, the 
copper was swept into the nurse's lap, and she and her baby went 
away contented. It was pleasant to see the kindness of the ladies 
to these poor women; how they praised the care that had been taken 
of the babies; admired the strong and healthy ones, which indeed 
nearly all were; took an interest in those who looked paler or less 
robust; and how fond and proud the nurses were of theii* charges; 
jind how little of a hired, mercenary, hospital feeling existed among 
tlicm all. 


LETTER XLVI. 

Mexico^ Nommher, 

A ORKAT funcion was given in the opera in honour of his excellency. 
The theatre was most brilliantly illuminated with wax-lights. Two 
principal boxes were thrown into one for the president and his suite, 
and lined with crimson and gold, with draperies of the same. The 
staircase leading to the second tier, where this box was, was lighted 
hy and lined all the way up with rows of footmen in crimson and 
gold livery. A crowd of gentlemen stood waiting in the lobby for 
the arrival of the hero of the fi&to. He came at last in regal state, 
carriages and outriders at full gallop; himself, staff, and suite, in 
splendid uniforms. As he entered, Henor Roca presented him with a 
libretto of the opera, bound in red and gold. We met the great man 
rn fcKCy and ho stopped and gav(j us a cordial recognition. Two 
yeai-s have made little change in his appearance. He retains the 
same interesting, resigned, and rather melancholy expression; the 
same quiet voice, an<i grave but agreeable manner; and surrounded 
by pompous officers, he alone looked quiet, gentlemanly, and high¬ 
bred. The theatre was crowded to suffocation; boxes, pit, and gal¬ 
leries. There was no applause as he entered. One solitary voice in 
the pit cried “ Viva Santa Anna!" but it seemed checked by a slight 
movement of disapprobation, scarcely amounting to a murmur. 
The opera was “Belisario," considered a propos to the occasion, and 
was really beautifully monies; the dresses r pw and superb, the deco¬ 
rations handsome. They brought in real horses, and Belisarius 
entercid in a triumphal chariot, drawn by white steeds; hut for this 
the stage is infinitely too small, and the horsj’s plunged and pranced 
so desperately, that Belisarius wisely jumped out and finished his 
aria on foot. The two prime donne acted togethei: the wife and 
* daughter of the hero; both about the same age, and dressed very 
well. But the Custellan's voice is not suited to the opera, and the 
music, beautiful as it is, was the least effective part of tlie affair. 
The generals, in their scarlet and gold uniforms, sat like peacocks 
surrounding Santa Anna, who looked modest and retiring, and as if 
quite unaccustomed to the public gaze! Tlie boxes were very bril¬ 
liant; all the diamonds taken out for the occasion. ,.His excclhmcy 
is by no means indifferent to beauty: tout au contrairh, yet 1 dare say 
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10th.—We went, some days ago, with onr friends from San Xavier, 
to visit the hospital of Snn Juan de Dios, at San <:osmo. We found 
that, being at prtsscnt under repair, it lias but two orcupants, old 
women, who keep each other melancholy coinpaiiy. TIjij building 
is verj'spacious and handsome; erected, of course, during Spanish 
domiiiion, and extremely clean: an observation worthy of note, 
when it occurs in Mexican public buildings. Tlu;rc is a larg<‘ b}dl, 
divided by square pillars, with a light and cheerful aspecft, wJiere th«i 
patients sleep, and a separate apartment for women. The rooms are 
all m clean, airy, and cheerful, that one forgets it is an hospital. In 
this respect, the style of building hero is sipu^rior to all otlnu-s, w'dh 
large airy court-yards and fountains, h)ng galleib?s and iniiiie.nse 
apartments, with every window open. Tliere is no part of Europe, 
where, all the year round, invalids can enjoy such advantages; but, 
also, there are tew parts of Europe where tlie climate would permit 
them to do so. 

T'hc follolviiig day we visited another hospital, that known as tlu^ 
Hospital de Jesus: hallowed groujul; for hesre the mortal remains of 
Cortes were deposited. And, though rescued from desecration by a 
distinguished individual, during a pt)i>iiJaT tumult, so that they no 
longer repose ill the sanctuary of the cliapel, there still exists, en¬ 
shrined hci'e, that over wliioh tinu* and ntvolutions have no power: 
his iMmory. 

The establishment, as an hospilul, is much finer, and tlio building 
infinitely handsomer than the other. Tlie director, a physicuan, led 
us first into his own apartments, as tin? patients were dining, and 
afterwards showed us through the whole* <^tablishiti(‘nt. 'I'he fiixt 
large hull into which vro were shown i.s almost entirely occupied by 
soldiers who had been wounded dining the promweimnimio. Oruj 
had lost an arm, another a leg, and they look(i(l sad and liaggartl 
tuioiigh, though they seemed pert'tHjtly well attended to, and, 1 dan.i 
say, did anything but hk^s the revolutions that brought Ibem to that 
state, ami with which they had nothing t(> do; for your Mr.xican 
soldier will lie down on his mat at nigJit aloval man, and will wakeji 
in tho morning and find himself a pronmmtuh,. liach one bad n se¬ 
parate room, or at least a compartment divided by curtains from llui 
next: and in each were a bed, a chair, and a small table; this on 
one side of the long hall. The other was o<’Cupied by excellent hot 
and cold haths. We tlien visitecl the women's apartirient. which is 
on a similar plan. Amongst the patients is an unibrtunate cliild of 
eight years old, who in tlic iwonundumimio bad been accidentall}" 
struck by a bullet, which entered her left t(tmplc and came out below 
the right eye, leaving her alive. The ball was extracted, and a port ion 
of the brain came out at the wound. She is left blind, or nearly so, 
having but a faint glimmering of light. They wiy she ivili probably 
live, which seems impossible. She looks like a galvanized corp.se, 
yet must have been a good-looking child. Notwitli-stauding tin.* 
nature of her wound, her reason has not departed; ami as slie sat 
upright in her little be<l, with her head bandaged, ami her fix( <1 and 
sightless eyes, she answered iTiv'ekly and readily to all the ijuestious 
we ])ut to lier. Poor little thing I "she was shocking to look at; om^ 
of the many innocent beings whose lives are to be rendn’cd sad and 
TmrT^»ssi h\r The tloetor secnied very kbnl to her. 
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miento. He had already lost his leg in the first one, and was limping 
along the street when he was struck by a ball. He was able to reach 
his house, and called to his wife to tell her what had occurred. Her 
first impulse was to call for a doctor, when he said to her very coolly, 
“ Not this time: a carpenter will do bcttei.” He had been shot in 
his wooden leg ! 

We went in the evening to visit the Cuna, which is not a fine 
building, but a large, healthy, airy liouse. At the door, where tliere 
are a porter and his wife, tlic babies are now given in. Formerly 
they wove put in at the at the window of the porter’s lodge; but 
tliis had to be given up, in consequence of the tricks played by boys 
or idle penisons, who put in dogs, cats, or dead animals. As we 
were going up staire, we heard an old woman singing a cheerful 
ditty in an awfully cracked voice, and as we got a full view of her 
before she could sec us, we saw a clean old body sitting sowing and 
singing, while a baby rolling on the floor, in a state of perfect 
ecstasy, was keeping up a sort of crowing duct with her. 'r^he seemed 
delighted to see these ladies, who belong to the junta, and led us 
into a large hall where a score of nurses and babies were performing 
a symphony of singing, hushing, crying, lullabyiug, and other 
nurscT}'^ music. All along the room were little green-painted beds, 

and both nurses and babies looked clean and healthy. The-s 

knew ev(iry baby, and nmise, and directress by name. Some of the 
babiesVerc remarkably pretty; and w^hen we had admired them 
sufiiciently, we were taken into the next hall, occupied by little girls 
of two, throe, and four years old. They Avere all seated on littkj mats 
at the foot of their small green beds; a regiment of the finest and 
healthiest children possible, a directress in the room sewing. At 
’our entrance, th(‘-y all jumped up simultaneously, and surrounded us 
with the noisiest expressions of delight, fine told nio, in a confi- 
<lcntial whisper, that “Manuelita had thumped her own head, and 
had a pain in it;” but I could not see that Maniielita seemed to be 
suffering any acute agonies, for she made more noise than any of 
them. One little girl sidled up to m*e, and said in a most insinu¬ 
ating voice, “Jf(? UevoA tu (Will you take me away with you ?); for 
even at this early age they begin to have a glimmering idea that 
those wdiom the ladies choose from amongst them are peculiarly 
favoured. We stai<i some time with them, and admired their healthy, 
happy, - and well-fi‘d appearance ; and then proceeded to the apart¬ 
ment of the boys—all little things of the same age, sitting ranged in 
a row like senators in congress, and, strange to say, much quieter 
and graver than the female babies; but this must have been from 
shyness, for before vfQ came away wc saw them romping in great 
style. The directresses seem good, respectable women, and kind to 
the children, who, as I mentioned before, are almost all taken away 
and brought up by rich people, before they have time to know that 
tliere is anything peculiar or unfortunate in their situation. After 
this adoption, they arc comidetely on a level with the other chil¬ 
dren of the family; an equal portion is left them; and although 
their condition is never made a secret of, they frequently many as 
well as their adopted brothers and sisters. 

Another day \ve devoted to visiting a different and more painM 
scene—^the Acordada, or public jail; a great, solid bidding, spacious, 
and. w^ell ventilated. For this also there is a iunta. or society of 
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of the first families, who devote themselves to teaching the 
tenialo Tiialefactore. It is painful and almost stivrtling to see tlieiii'st 
l{idi<;s in Mexico familiarly conversing witii and einhraeiug women 
who have been guilty of the most atrocious crimes, especially of 
murdering their Imsbandis, which is the chief crime of the female 
]>risoncrs. 'rhen? are no had faces amongst them, and ])i<>bMl)ly 
there is not one who has commitb'd a prenuKlitatcil crime. um>- 
luent of jealousy during intoxication, violent passions without any 
curh, suddenly aroused and as sndtlenly extinguished, have ied to 
those frightful results. We wenr fiist shown int«^ a large and tole¬ 
rably clean aiiUitment, where were the female prisoner:, .vho arc. 
kept apart as being of a more tlcccnt famly \h\iiv the u st 
were lying on the iloor, others working; some were well-dressed, 
others dirty and slovenly. Few looked sad; most appeared careless 
and happy, and non<‘. seemed ashamed. Amongst them wen; some 
of the liandsMine.st faces 1 have seem in Mexieo. One go<»d looking 
common wonu'.n, with a most joyou.s and heuevoli*nt e«»imtenan(;e, 
and lame, came up to salute the ladies. I inrpiired what she hail 
done. “Murder(;d her Imshaml, ami buried him under tin? brick 
Iloor!” Shade of Lavaterl It is some com fori lo hetir that their 
husliands w'cre generally such brutes that they <b;served little bet¬ 
ter! Amongst othei'S eonlincd here is tin* wife, or rather the widow, 
of a governor of Mexico, who made away with lier husbaml. Wc 
did not see hi‘r, and tluw s?».y she generally keeps out of th(‘ wa.y 
wlien strangers eonu*, Om* very pretty ami eoijuetiish little \voman, 
with a mo.st intelleetual fac<‘, and very superior-looking, being, in 

faet, a relation of Fount --V, is in jail on .-usjucion of having 

])fUsoncd her lover. A beautiful young creature, extremely likt; 

Mrs.-, of Boston, was among the prisoners, I <lid not bear wliat 

lier crime yvas. AVh; >verc att(*n<!ed by a Avo^nnn who has the title 
of premlenta^ and who, after some years of good eomlMet. lias now 
tli(‘charge of her fellow-prisoners; but she also murdert d Jier hus¬ 
band! AVe went up staii.s, accompanied lo vaiiou.s of Ibesc rlis- 
tiiigiiislied criminals, to the room looking tlown upon tin* rbapel, in 
wlileli room the ladies give* them instruction ii. r-'ading and iu the 
Fhrisfian doctrine. With the time wdiich they devote Lo the.<<; 
< h o.it.iblo ollici'S, together with their numerous devotional exerci.s»'s, 
and the care whieli their Images and families requin^ it cannot he 
.-aid that the life of a Mexican sefiora is an idle om-; nor, iu such 
eases, can it he considered a useless one. 

AVc then dcsccmled to the lower regions, where, in a great, damp, 
Vtcdted gallery, hundreds of nnfortuiiatc women of the lowest class 
were occupied in fravmcc Joreh; not indeed of a very luirrl descrip¬ 
tion. These were cm[)loyed in baking tortillas for the prisoners. 
Dirty, ragged, and mistfrablc-looking ereatuves there were in tli(;se 
dismal vaults, which looked lik** yiiirgatoiy, and smelt lik<‘—heaven 
knows wliat! But, Jis J liavc; fre»piently hiul occasion to nhserve in 
Alexieo, tin; sense of smell is a doubtful blessing. Ariotla r I;irg»? 
hall near this, which the prisonei-s were employed in cleaning and 
sw'ceping. Ikis at least fre.sh air, «»pening on om; si<N‘into a r;onrt, 
when.; poor little children, the s{i(ldc.st sight theiv, wen; running- 
about. tlie childrij^i of the prisoners. 
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a foiuitfiin, wheve were several liuiidreds of male prisoners, unfortu¬ 
nately collected together witliout any reference to the nature of 
their crime; the midnight murderer with the piirloiner of a pocket- 
liandkerohief; the branded fehm with the man guilty of some poli¬ 
tical offence; the delitor with the inalcer of false coin: so that many 
a young and thoughtless individual whom a trilling fault, the result 
of ignorance or of unformed principles, has brought hither, must 
leave this place wholly coiitaniinated and hardened by bad exanijile 
ami vicious conversation. Here tlierc were indeed some ferocious, 
hardened-looking ruffians, but there were man}' mild, good-humoureil 
faces ; and I could see neitluir sadness nor a trace of shame on any 
countenance: indec<l, they all seemed much amused by seeing so 
man}' huiies. Some were stretched full-length on th«j ground, doing 
nothing; others ^vero making rolls for hats, of diffenmt coloured 
bends, such as they wear here, or little baskets for sale; whilst 
others wx've walking about alone, or conversing in groups. This is 
the first prison I ever visited, therefore 1 can compare it wdth no 
other ; but the jgrstem must be wrong which makes no distinctions 
between’ different degrees of crime. These men tire the saints/crpa/ 'c 
whom we daily sec in chains, watering the Alameda or Pasco, or 
mending the streets. Several hundreds of prisoners escaped fix»m the 
Acordada in the time of the pronuncwnmiito^ prol)ably the worst 
amongst them; yet half the diy appears to be here now. We were 
showm the row of cells for ciiminals whom it is necessary to keep 
in solitary confinement on account of disorderly behaviour; also the 
apartments of the directors. 

We felt glad to leave this palace of crime, and to return to the 
fresh air. 

The fVdIowing day we went to visit San Hipolito, the hospilal for 
insane men, aeeoiiipanied by the director, a line old gentleman, Avho 
has been a great deal abroad, and who looks like a Preiieh manpiis 
of the aiicim regi^ne. I was astonislied, on entering, at tlie sweet and 
solitaiy beauty of the large stone courts, Avitli orange-trees and 
pomegranates now in full blossom, and the large fountains of beauti¬ 
fully clear water. There must he something soothing in such a scene 
to the senses of tlu?se most unfortunate of (1 oil’s creaturiis. They 
were sauntering about, quiet and for the most part sad; some 
stretched out under the trees, and others gazing on the fountain; 
all apparently very much under the control of tlio administrador, 
who was formerly a monk, this San Hipolito being a dissolved con¬ 
vent of that order. The system of giving occupation to the insane 
is not yet introduced here. 

On entering, we saw rather a distinguished-looking, tall, and well- 
drcBScd gentleman, whom we concluded to he a stranger ivho had 
come to sec the establishment, like oui'sclves. We were therefore 
somewhat startled when he advanced towards us with long strides, 
and in an authoritative voice shouted out, “ Do you know who I am ? 
I am the deliverer of Guatemala!” The adiniiiistrador tohl us he 
had just been taken' up, was a Frenchman, and in a state of furious 
excitement. He continued making a tremendous noise, and the 
other madmen seemed ipiite ashamed of him. Onii unhappy-looking 
creature, with a pale, nielarjcholy faci^, and his ijfms stretched out 
above his head, was embracing a pillar, and when asked what he 
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We wore loti into the (iininjr-hall, a loiitr aii^’aitarlmont, provided 
with bencli(?s and tables, and from thenco into a most splendid 
kitchen, high, vaulted, and receiving air from above; a kitchen that 
might have graced the castle of some feudal haron, and looked as if 
it would most surely last as long as men shall eat arul coi>ks i-udure. 
Monks of Siin Hijxllito! how manj' smoking dintu rs, wiiat viands 
stcafEuing and savomy, must have issued from this nohlc;4 of kitchens 
to 5 ^onr refectory n(‘xt door! 

I'lio food for the present inmates, which two women wore prepar¬ 
ing, consisted of moat and vegctabl<‘S, soup and sweet, things: ex- 
oellcpt moat, and well-divssed frijoln. A jiiku* little hoy, imbrcilc, 
deaf and dumb, was seated there eross-lcgg(Kl, in a sort of wooden 
box ; a prcl^ child, with a fine colour, hut wdio has boon in this state 
from his infancy. The Avomcn seemed very kind to him, and ho had 
a placid, contented expression of face, hnt took no notice of ns when 
we spoke to^im. Strange and nnsolvablc problem, what ideas pass 
throngh the brain of that child! 

When wc returned to the dining-hall, the inmates <'»f the asylum, 
to the nnmher of ninety or a hnmlred, w'cre ail sitting at dinner, 
ranged quietly on the benches, eating witii woocbm spoons out of 
w(K)don howls. Tlie poor lutro of (Inatemala was seated at the kwver 
<nid of tlie table, tolerahl 3 ' tranquil, lie started up on seeing us, and 
was beginning some furious exclamations, but w'ns pr(‘V('ntcd >»y his 
uoighhour, who turned round wdth au air of great wipmority, saying, 
“He’sw«rf/” at which the other smiled with an air of great con- 
ti'inpt, and looking at us, saifl, '‘He calls wp. mad!” 'Pbe man of the 
pillar was eyeing his soup, with his arms, as before^, extended above 
iiis head. The director desired liim to cat Ids soup, iqxin which lu^ 
slowly and I'chictantlj'^ brouglit dowm one arm. and ate a iV w spoon¬ 
fuls. How much sugar have 3 '<ni imnfe to dav 'i"’ aske<l the direc¬ 
tor. “Fifty thousand kingdoms!’’ .said Hie man. 

Tliev sliowed us two men, of very good family, aiid one old gen- 
tleniau avIio »ii<l not come to dinner with the n si. but stood aloof iii 
the court-yard, with an air of great superiority. Jli* laid a cross ujiou 
his bn ast, ami belongs lo au oJd family. As ivc approached, he 
tiKik oif his hat, and spoke to us voiy politely: tlimi tunnng to the 
director, '* Y por fin,'" sabl he, "^nmndo “when shall I leavi' 

this place r “ Very soon,” said the director. “ You may get your 
tninks ready.” He bowed and appeared satisfie<l, but eoutinuod 
standing in the same place, his arms folded, and with the same wistful 
gaze as before. I’he, director told us that the tw^o great <‘.}ius<^s of mad¬ 
ness here aix; love and drinking (m< iital and physical intoxication); 
that the insanity causeil by the fonner is almost invariably iucnrable, 
whereas the victims of the latter generally recover, as is natural. 
The poor old gentleman with th<‘ < ross owes the overthrow of his 
mind to the desertion of his mistress. Wc saw the chapel, wiu rc a 
padre says mass to these poor creatures, “the Innocents,” ns they 
are calk'd here. They do not enter the chapel for fear of Hicir cre¬ 
ating any disturhaiujc, but kneel outside, in front of the iron grating, 
and tlx; administrador saj's it is astonishing how quiet and serious 
they a]qx*ar during divine si'rvice. 

Having stonpei in the carriaire on th.e wav Jmuuc. at a slux'maker's. 
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with a very handsome hoot, he reviews his troops acxi Sunday, 
putting liis best foot foremost; lor generally he merely wears an 
unadorned wooden leg. The shoemaker, a Spaniard, whom I can 
recommend to all customers as the most impertinent individual 1 
ever encountered, was arguing, in a blustering manner, with a gen¬ 
tleman who had brought a message from the general, desiring some 
alteration in the boot; and wound up by muttering, as the mes¬ 
senger left the shop, “He shall either wear it as it is, or review the 
troops next Sunday without his leg!” 

We have ordered mangas to wear in our intended journey, which 
is now nearly decided on: nothing tohu-able to be bad under seventy 
or eighty dollars. They arc' made of strong cloth, with a hole in 
the middle for putting the head throngli, with blade velvet capes, 
fringed either with silk or gold, and arc universally lined with 
strong calico. They are warm, and convenient for riding in the 
country. I have seen some richly embroidcired, which e«>st five hun 
dred dollara. 

Wc expect to ^eavc this on the sixteenth, going in a diligence as 

far as I’oluca, where a Mexican ofli(;cr. Colonel Y-•*, has kindly 

promised to meet us with mules and horses. M. le Comte do B- 

and Mr. W-, secretaries of the French and English legations, 

have made arrangements for accompanying us as far as Valladolid ; 
with which agreeable travelling companions we may reasonably ex¬ 
pect a pleasant journey. 

To-day Count C-^a dined here, and brought for our inspection 

the splendid sword presented by congress to General Valencia, with 
its hilt of brilliants and opals: a beautiful piece of workmanship, 
which docs credit to the Mexican artificers. He was particularly 
brilliant and eloquent in his (jonversation to-day: whether his theo¬ 
ries are right or wrong, they arc certainly enirainant. 


LETTER XLVII. 

La Gahia^ 19^/t A’wt?. 

To get under leav the first morning was a w’ork of some difficulty : 
mules to be loarrod, horses to be fitkKl with saddles; and one mule 
laiTi(5, and another to be procured, the trunks found to be too heavy, 
and so on. We rose at five, dressed by candlelight, took chocolate, 
put on our mangas, and then planted ourselves in the passage look¬ 
ing down upon the patio, to watch the proceedings aijd preparations. 

Colonel A-arrived at seven with a trooper, to accompany us part 

of the way; and we set off while it was cool, without waiting for the 
rest of the party. Toluca looked silent and dignified as wc passed 
through the streets, with its old convents and dark hills. The road, 
after leaving the city, was stony and mountainous; and having 
reached a small rancho with an old oratorio beside it, we halted to 
wait for our travelling companions. 

The sun was already high, and the day intensely hot. We passed 
an occasional poor hut; a chance Indian passed us, showed his white 
teeth, and, in spite of the load on his back, contrived to draw his 
hat off his matted locks, and gave us a mild good^morrow; but for 
the rest, from Dan to Beersheba, from Toluca to La Qabia., all was 
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in Scotland; and between three and four, La Oabia was Actually in 
sight: a long, low building, whose entrance ajipoaivd to us the vciy 
gates of Eden. We were all, but esi>ecially mo, who had ridden with 
my veil up, from a curiosity to see where my horse was going, burnt 
to the colour of Pawnee Indians. 

We were most cordially welcomed by Seflor IJechuvurria and his 
brothers-in-law, and soon refreshed by rest ami an excellent dinner. 

Fortunately K- and I had no mirrors; but each, gave such ;i. 

nattering description of the other’s conritonance, that it was (piite 
graphic. 

Angantpu:o, 20^/i. 

We left La Gabia at four o’clock, accompanied by our hospitable 
host for some leagu(is, all their own princely property, tlirough 
great pasture fields, woods of fir and otik, hills clothed with trees, 
and fine clear streams. We also passed a valnaMo stone qiiarr} , and 
were shown a hill belonging to the Indians, presented to them hy a 
former propriettir. Wc formed a Jong train, and 1 pitied the mis¬ 
tress of El Pilar, our next halting-place, upon whom such a regiment 
was about to be unexpectedly ejuartered. X servant had heeii sent 
forward to inform the lady of the tisLahlishment of our approach, and 
we were most kindly received. The house is clean ami pretty, and, 
tired as we were, the salUy boasting of an old piano, templed us to 
try a waltsft while they were preparing supper. I’lie man who waited 
jit table, before he rejm^ved the things, poppeni down upon Ids knees 
and recited a long pray<'r aloud. I’he g<‘ntleinen had one apartment 
prepared for them, wo an<»thcr, in which, nay, rveu in Llielargi' four- 
posted and well-curtained bed aJlotte<l to us, M idanu; Vtuvl.>idc had 
"ilcpt when on her way to’Mexieo iMjfore her coronation. I'he SeHora 

;Vl-also showed us her i)ieture, and spoke? oJ‘ licr ami the emperor 

with gi’cat entluisiasm. 

This morning we ros<; h,v eamllelight at live o’clock, with tin? pnjs- 
pect of a long ride, having to reach the Ti oJ(?s of Angangui'o, a 
mirdng district {Irojes literally means granaries), fonrl<;eu leagues 
Jrom El Pilar. 'Jlie morning wfuj cold and raw, with a denst; fog 
•covering the ])lains, so iliat we could scarcely see each otiier’s faces, 
juid fouml our wanyo^ pai tieidarly agreeable. W e wore t idlng qiiicliJy 
across these ugly, marshy wastes, when a curious animal crossccl our 
path, a zorillo^ or epail, as the Indians cull it, ami which Buifon men¬ 
tions under the generic name of nioufete. It looks like a brown and 
white fox, with an enormous tail, which it hol«ls up like a great fea¬ 
ther in the air. It is known not only for the beauty of its skin, but 
for the horrible and pestilential odom* with whicli it defends its<df 
when attacked, and whicii jansons tlie air for miles around. Not¬ 
withstanding th(5 warnings of the mozos as to its peculiar mode of 
defence, the gentlemen pursued it with guns and pistols, on horse¬ 
back and on foot, but fired in vain. The beast seemed bullet-proof, 
turning, doubling, winding, crossing pools, hiding itself, stopping foi 
a moment as if it were killed, and then trotting off again with its 
feathery tail much higher tljau its head; so that it seemed to be run¬ 
ning backwards. The fog favoured it very much. It was certainly 
wounded in the paw’, and as it stopped and seemed to hesitate, the 
sportsmen thought they had caught it ; but a minute afterwards 
wRV't the Aravinff toil amomrst the bools and the inai-sliy grass, 
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and fortumately without resorting to any offensive or defensive men. 
sures. 

We continued our jorn-ncy across these plains fox about three 
leagues, when the sun rose and scattered the mist; and afeer tirossing 
a river, we entered the woods and rode between the shadows of the 
trees, through lovely forest scenery, interspersed with dells, and plains, 
and sparkling rivuk'ts. Towards the afternoon we entered the state 
of Michoacaii, by a road (destined to be a highway) traced through 
great pijie forests, after stopping once more to rest at Las Millas, a 
few huts, or ratlier wooden cages, at the outskirts of the wood. No¬ 
thing can be more beautiful or roiuaiitlc than this road, ascending 
thrwigh these noble forests, whose lofty oaks au<i gigantic pines 
clothe the mountains to tlieir liighest summits; sometimes so high, 
that, as we look upwards, the trees seem diminished to shrubs and 
bushes; the sun diirtiug bis warm, golden light between the ibuik- 
green, extended branches of these distant forest pyramids, so that 
they seem to be basking iu the very focus of his rays. Uatrotideia ami 
virgin as these forests appear, an occasional cross, with its withered 
garland, gives token of life, and also of death; and green and lonely 
is the.grave wliicli the traveller has found among these Alpine soli¬ 
tudes, under the shatbtws of the dark pine, on a bed of fragrant wild 
flowers, fanned by the pure air from the mountain tops. It was near 
eight o’clock (and wc had been on horseback since six in the morn¬ 
ing) wIkju, after crossing a shallow stream, we saw the tires of the 
furnaces of Angangiieo, a mining village at the foot of some wild 
hUls. We rode past the huts, where the blazing tires were shining 
on the swarthy faties of the workmen, the road skkting the valley, 
till we reached the house of Don Carlos Heimhurgev, a Polish gentile- 
man at the head of the German mining establishment. This house, 
the only one of any conseqiioiiocs at Angangiieo, is extremely pretty, 
with a piiizza in front, looking down upon the vaJlcy, wliich «‘vt night 
seems like the dwelling of the Cyclops, and within a very pictine of 
comfort. W'e were welcomed by the master of the house, and by 

Madame B-^n, a pretty and accomplished German lady, the wife 

, of a physician who resides there. We had already known her in 
Mexico, and were glad to renew our acquaintance in this outlandish 
spot. One must have travelled fourteen leagues, from morning till 
night, to know how comfortable hoj little drawing-room appeared, 
with its weU-cusliioncd rod sofas, bright lights, and vases of flowers, 
as we came in from the cold and darluiess; and how pretty an.(i 
er^/*(c-civiUs5cd she looked in her black satin gown, not to mention 
the excellent dinner and the large flres, for they have chimneys in 
this part of the world. In a nice little bed-room, with a Gh^rful 
Are (the second time 1 liave seen one iu two years), 1 iodite those 
particulars, and shall continue from our next place of rest. 


LETl'ER XLVm. 

Valladolid, 2bth Nov. 

As the house was so agiceable, and our next day's journey short, wo 
could not prevail uixin om^clves to leave the Trojes before nine 
o’clock; Olid even then, with tlie hopes of spending some -time there 
on our return to sec the mining estabPsbTre^t 
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ore, the liorlzontal water-wheels, i&c.; and, aiill more, the beau¬ 
tiful Keeuery in the neighlmurhood. 

Wc had a pleiUiout ride of nine leagues through an open pasture 
country, meeting witli nothing very remarkable on our journey hut 
an Indian woman setited on the ground, her Indian hushaud stand¬ 
ing beside her. llotli had .probably been refreshing theniseh^es with 
puiqw.^ perhaps even with its homeopathic extract nte^cal; but the 
Indian was sober and sad, and stood with his tu rns folded, and the 
most patient and pitying face, >vhile his wife, quite overcome with 
tlie strcngUi of the potation, and imable to go any tarther, lookt^d up 
at him with the most imploring air, saying repeatedly, 

Migmll incAaimV' (Kill me, Miguel! kill me!)—upi>aici»Uy consider¬ 
ing herself (juite untit to live. 

About live o'clock we came in sight of the pretty village anti old 
church of Taximaroa; and riding uj) to the mmui or inn, found tw'o 
empty dark rooms with mud lltKirs, without Hn> windows—in fact, 
without anything but their four wtiils; neither be^nch, chair, nor 
table. Although we travel with our own beds, tliis hooked rather 
uninviting, esj»ecially after tlie pleasant quaiters wo liad just left; 
and wc turncrl our eyes Avistfully towards a ]»rctty small house upon 
a hill, with a jjainted jiortico, thinking bow agveealdy situated wt* 

should be tlioro. Colonel Y-thereupon rode up the hill, and 

prcsentijtg himself to tlu? owner of tliis Ikulsc, described our forlorn 
pU)si>cets; and he kindly consented to jicviuit us all to sup there, 
and moreover to reccivo lije ladies tor tliC niglifc. For the goiitleinen 
he had no rrxmi, having but one spiure apartnuuit, as one of his family 
was a great invalid, and coukl not be moved. Accordingly, our 
travelling luggage was carried up tlui hill; Uk. horses, and mukiS, 
and st^rvants were quartered in tlu; villagtv, l.hc gentlemen found 
loflging for themselves in a baeliclor’s liousc, and we found oiiiwlves 
ill very agreeable quarters, <»n a pretty piaKxa with un (.‘Xtensive 
view’; and one large room, containing a table and some benches, at 

<»ur service. Mean while, M. tie 11-rushed tlirougli the village, 

tiiiding eggs, and hens, and ttutiiias; and tiujn returning, he tind 

Mr. -produced the travelling stores of beef and tongue, and 

set about maluiig iiiusiard and tlrawiiig bottles of wine, to the great 
wonderment and ediheatiou of the honest proprietor. Kveii a clean 
table-tdoth was juoduced: a piece of turniturti vvlucli be had probably 
nt;ver st^esn betVwo, and now eyed wistfully, doubtless-taking it for a 
»}ml. We had a most amusing supper, some pcrfoiining dexterously 
with penknives, -and others rising tortillas as forks. ►We won the 
iieart of the hovrgeoiis by sending a cup of tea to his invalid, and in¬ 
viting him to partake of another, which he sc‘emed to considcj a rare 
and medicinal licveragc. About nine o'clix;k, the geutlermm de¬ 
parted to their lodgings, and our hods were erecteil in the large room 
where we liad supped; the man assuring us tliat h<‘ was quite pleased 
to have us under his wx)f, and liked our company extremely w'eJl; 
adding, “ Me cmdra macki) la genie ifecenle” (I am very fond of decent 
pcojile). 

At nine o’clock the following morning we left Querondarc), and 
rode on to San Bartolo, a vast and beautiful propeity, belonging to 
Seflor lion .loaquin of Valladolid. The family wove Iroin 

bon-e. with theH'xception of his sou and nephew, who did the ho- 
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we felt perfectly at home be^prc the day was over. I think the 
Mexican character is never seen to such advantage as in the coun¬ 
try, amongst these great landed proprietors of old family, who live 
on tlieir own estates, engaged in agricultural pursuits, and entirely 
romovcil from all the party feeling and potty interests of a city lilV‘. 
It is true that the life of a country gentleman here is that of a her¬ 
mit, in the total absence of all society, in the nearly unbroken soli¬ 
tude that surrounds him. For leagues and leagues there is no 
habitation but his own; the nearest miserable village may be dis¬ 
tant half-a-day’s journey, over an almost impassable road. He is 
“ monarch of all he surveys,” a king amongst his farm servants and 
Indian workmen. Nothing can exceed the independence of his po¬ 
sition; hut, to enjoy this wild countrj’^ life, he- must he horn to it. 
He must be a tirst-rate horseman, and addicted to al^ kinds of coun¬ 
try sport; and if he can spend the day in riding over his estate, in 
directing his workmen, watching over his improvements, redressing 
disputes and grievances, and can sit down in the eteiiiiig in his 
large and lonely halls, and philosophically hury himself in the pages 
of some favourite author, then his time will probably not hang heavy 
on his hands. 

As for the young master here, he was up with the lark. He was on 
the most intractable horse in the hacienda, ‘ and away across the 
fields with his followers, chasing the bulls as he went; he was fishing; 
he was shooting; he was making bullets; he was leagues oil* at a 
village, seeing a country bull-fight; hv, was always in a good humour, 
and so were all who surrounded him; lie was engaged in the dan¬ 
gerous amusement of cokar; and by the evening it would have bc?cn 
a clover writer wlio could have kept his eyes open after such a day’s 
work. Never was there a young lad more evidently litted for a free 
life in the country. 

As w'c* had but six leagues to ride in order to reach Morelia, we 
did not leave San Bartolo till four in the afternoon, and enjoyed a 
pretty ride through a fertile and well-wooded country, the road good 
and tlic evening deliglitful. As the sun set, millions and tens of 
millions of ducks, in regular ranks and regiments, darkening the air, 
flew over our heads, cliangiiig their quarters from one lake to ano¬ 
ther. Morelia is celebrated for the purity of its atmosphere and the 
exceeding beauty of its sky; and this evening upheld its reputation. 
Towards sunset tlie whole western horizon was covered with myriads 
of little lilac and gold clouds, floating in every fantastic form over 
the bright blue of the heavens. The lilac deepened into purple, 
blushed into rose-colour, brightened into crimson. The blue of tlie 
sky assumed that green tint pcculitir to an Italian sunset. The sun 
himself appeared a globe of living flame. Gradually he sank hi a 
blaze of gold and crimson, while the horizon reifiaincd lighted as by 
the flame from a volcano. Then his brilliant retinue of clouds, after 
blazing for a while in borrowed splendour, melted into every rain¬ 
bow hue and tinge, from deep crimson to rose-colour and pink, and 
pale violet and faint blue, floating in silvery vapour, until they all 
blended into one soft gray tinge, which swept over the whole westc-rn 
sky. But then the full moon rose in cloudless serenity; and at length 
we lieurd, faintly, then more distinctly, and then in all its deep and 
sonorous harmony, the tolling of the cathedral bell, n hich announced 
our vicinity to a great city. It has a simrular effect, ftft-pr 
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for some days through a wild country, sticing nothing hut a solitary 
hacienda or an Indian hut, to enter a fine city like ]iIorolia, which 
seems to have started up as if by magic in tlio midst of tiie wilder¬ 
ness, yet hearing all the traces of a venerable old age. J>y moonlight 
it looked like a panorama of Mexico, witli a fine square, portalcs, 
catliedral, broad streets, and good liouscs. We rudt; Ibruugh ilie 

cit}', to the house of Colonel Y-, whor*^ W'c now are; bid. as v>e 

intend to continue our jouniijy to its furthest limits without stop¬ 
ping, we are now, after a night’s rest, preparing to resume our vide. 
'J'licy are saddling the horses, strapping on tlio serapes behind tlie 
saddles, tak^ig down and jiaeking up r>ui litfi tk rmjfuy, ;ind loading 
■the mules, all which is a work of time. On our ivturu wi; hope to 
remain here a few days, to see everything that is worthy of notice. 

Paacuaro. 

Accompanied by several gentlemen of Moivdia, who eaiuo (.‘urly in 

tile moilfing to see 0-n, we set oil' for the warm liaths of Cnineho; 

and as wo rode along, the hill of Las llatcas was pointed out to us, 
where, by order of the curate Morelos, tw’O liuiidred Spaniards wore 
murdered in cold blood, to revenge the death of Ids friend, the curate 
Matamoras, wlio w'as taken prisoner aud shot by orders of Yturbido: 
horrible cnudty in a Christian priest! It is siiiguLar that the great 
leaders of the independence shoidd have been ecclesiastics; thi! 
luirate Hidalgo its juiiue mover, the curates Morelos and ^latamoras 
the principal chiefs. 

At half-past ten, after a pleasant ride 'u' about live leagues, wt* 
arrived at the natural hot springs of (hiinclio. ’A’lie placi* is <[uile wild, 
the sct'iuiry vcr\ striking, 'fhe building eoiisists of two very large 
baths, two very damp rooms, and a kitchen. 'I’he baths arc kei»t by a 
vi‘rv inlirm old man, a martyr to interim tie nt fever, aud two remark¬ 
ably liaiidsome girls, his daughti*rs, who live licri* < oijipli*tely alone, 
and except in summer, when the baths an* resorted to h\ a number of 
C(fuimf(/oii ami occassional gcnthmicii from Morelia, ” waste tluur sweet¬ 
ness oil the desert air.” Tlic hou.se, siieli a.^ it is, Ji<‘S at the foot of 
rocky hills, covered with shrubs, and i»ouiiiig down sticamsof hot 
water from their volcanic Is^sonis. All tlu- slrcams that cross your 
liath arc warm. You step liy chance into a little streamlet, and liml 
the water of a most agi eealde temperatiiiv. 'I'biw ]uit this water in 
earthen jars to eool, in order to render it lit for drinking, hut it never 
becomes fresh aud cold. It chntains muriatic a< id, without any 
trace of sulphur or metallic salt. 1 think it is Humboldt who sup¬ 
poses that in this part of Mexico there exists, at a great deptli in the 
interior of the earth, a lissurc running from east to west for one 
hundred and thirt.y-sev(;ii leagues, tliruiigli which, bursting the ex¬ 
ternal enist of the porphyritic rocks, tlie volcanic lire has opened 
itself a passage, at different times, from the coasts of the Mexican 
Gulf as far us the youth Sea. The famous volcano of Jorullo is in 
tliis department, and boiling fountains arc common in various jiarts 
of it. 

stopped to breakfast at some huts called l.a Puevta de Chapul- 
tcpcc, wliere we got some tortillas from a half-casto Indian, wdio was 
in great distress because his wife had run off fnun him, for the fourth 

- - f” TPru. “-viTr-'.,-? ilUslfr ♦hM’llsrV he hw.dl 
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venture to say, that when the false fair one presents herself, she will 
find him placable: he is evidently in such distress at having no 
woman to take care of his house. 

This inomiug, the wcatlier being cold and rainy, and our quartci'S 
too agreeable to leave in any violent haste, we agreed to remain until 
to-morrow, and have spent a pleasant day in Ais fine large house, 

with Doha-and her numerous and handsome'children. We 

have not bceri able to visit the lake or tlie Indian islands, on account 
of the weather, but we iiope to do so ou our return from Uruapa, 
our next destination. Our hostess is a most agreeable person: lively, 
kind-hearted, ami full of natural talent. We did not expect to meet 
such a person in this corner of the world. 

Urunm^ oO^/t. 

We wont to mass at six o'clock, and then took leave of the Sefiora 

H-a, who gave us a cordial invitation to spend some days with 

her on our return. It was alMwit eight o’cloc;k wluiii -we left l^ascuaro, 
and mounted the hills over which cuiv road lay, and stopped to look 
ck>wn on the Iwautiful lake, lying like a sheet of silver in the sun, 
and dotted with green islands. 

Two disagreeable personages were added to our party. Karly in 
the morning, intelligence was brought that a celebrated robber, 
named Morales, captain of a large baud, had been seized along witli 
one of his companions; and permission was requested to take advan¬ 
tage of our large escort, in order that they may be safely conducted 
to Uruapa, where they are to be shot, being already condemned to 
death. The punisliineut of hanging is not in use in Mexkx». 

The first thing, therefore, that we saw, on mounting our horses, 
was 'the two robbers, chained together by the leg, guarded by five of 
our lancers, and preparcid to a<;conii)any us on foot. The companion 
of Morales was a young, vulgar-looking rufiiaii, his face livid, and 
himself nearly miked; but the robber-captain himself was cqmil to 
any of Salvator’s brigands, in his wild and striking figure and coun¬ 
tenance. He wore a dark-coloured blanket, and a black hat, the 
hroad leaf of which was slouched over his face, which was the colour 
of death, while his ey^ seemed to belong to a tiger or other beast of 
prey. I never saw such a picture of fierce misery. Strange to say, 
this man began life as a shepherd; and how he was induced to 
abandon this pastoral occnidation we did not hear. For years he has 
been the scourge of the country, robbing to an unheard-of extent 
(so that, whatever he may have done with them, tens of thoustinds 
of doHars have passed through his hands), carrying off the farmers’ 
daughters to the mountains, and at the head of eighty ruffians, com¬ 
mitting the most lAorriblc diaoi’ders. Hjs last crime was murdering 
his wife in the mountains, the night before last, imdor circumstances 
of barbarity too shocking to relate, and, it is supposed, assisted by 
the wretch nOw with him. After committing the crime, tliey ran to 
hide themselves in an Indian village, as the Indians, probably from 
fear, never betray the robbena. However, their horror of this man 
was so great, that perfect hate cast out their fear, and collecting 
together, they seized the ruffians, bound them, and carried them to 
Pascuaro, where tliey were instantly tried, and condemned to be 
shot; the sentence to bo executed at Uruapa. 
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was very to the hordes: up and down steep rotiks, among 

forests of oak and pine, through wliich we slowly wended our way; 
so that it was dark when we descended a precipitous path, loading 
to a small Indian village, or rather encampment, called Curu. It 
Avas now too late to thinlc of reaching Dniapa, or of venturing to 
climb by night the series of prcciincos called the C'ucsta de (’uvu, 
over which we should have had to ptiss. Ihit such a plac^ as (!uni 
for Christians to pass the night in! A few miserable huts tilled with 
Indians, and not, so far as we could discern, even an empty shed 
Avheiv* we might rest iind^-r <^ov<*v. However, there Avas no remedy. 
The arriero h.id already unloaded Ins muies, jiud wub cudeasouring 
to tiiid some provender for them and the poor horses. It was quite 
dark, but there was a delicious Iragrance of orange-blossoms, and 
Ave groped our Avav up to the tre(S, ami ]uilJed some branches by 
Avay of t*oiisolatio)ii. At length an old wooden barn Avas discovciretl, 
and there the beds of the whole party w».*re put up. We even con¬ 
trived hrget some boiling wab r, and to Iuiax* some tea made: an 
article of luxury wliioh, as avcII as a toajyot, avc carry Avith us. We 
sat doAvn n])on our tninks, and a ])iece (»f candle was i)rocured and 
lightcil, and, after some ditticiilty, nuub^ to stand nju-ight on the 
door. Tb(j barn, made of logs, h't the fiir in on all sides, and the 
])igs thrust their snouts in at every crevice, grunting harmoniously. 
Outside, ill the midst of the encampment, the soldiers lighted a 
large lire, and sat round, it roasting njaiisc. The robbom sat amongst 
tlieni, chained, AAuth a soldier inoiintiug guard Ix'sidt; them. 'I'lie 
lire, ilashing on the livid *aec of Morales. wlu>, crouched in his 
blanket, lookcMl like a tiger aliout to spring; the soldiei’s, some 
warming their hands at tlie blaze, some lying rolled in their neraph 
and others devouring their primitive snpiK;r; ttvge,th(‘r with tlu‘ 
Imliau women bringing them li<»t tortillas iVom the huts: the whole 
had a curious and picturesque etfeet. As for us, avc also rolled our¬ 
selves in onr and lay down in our barn, but passed a miser¬ 

able night. The pig’s grunted, the musquiloebsung, a cold air blew 
in from every corner; and fortunately, aa'c witc not. until morning • 
aware of the horild fact, that a whole nest of scorpions, with their 
tails twisted together, were reposing above ourliea<ls in the log wall. 
Imagine the comlition of the nnfortunnto shunberer on whose devoted 
head they had descended m mme! In s})i(«‘ of the, iVagraut orange- 
blossoms, Ave Averc glad to set off early the licxt moiniug. 

Ifruapa, 

On leaving the fascinating villagi? of Cum, wi? btJgan to ascend 
.Tja Oiiesta, and travelled slowly four leagues of mountain-road, ap¬ 
parently iiuiecessible: but the sure-footed horse.s, though stopping on 
loose and nearly precipitous rocks, rarely btiimhiod. 'rhe mountain 
of Onni is volcanic, a chaos of rent rocks, beetling precipices, and 
masses of lava tliat have been disgorged from the burning crater. 
Yet from every crag ami crevice of the rock si)ring the most magiii- 
licent trees, twisted with iloAvering parasites, shrubs of the brightest 
gvt en, ami pjile, delicate tiow'crs, Avliose gentle hues seem idl out of 
plac<* in this savage scene. 

Asavc Avound through these precipitous paths, where only one can 

,,.1- -r ■( f . ..f i.Ud/rM ir. O'. iTT.-imi! l'’Tnn’. 
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appearing and then vanisliing amongst the rocks and trees. At one 
part, looking back to sec the eflect, I caught the cyti of tlie rob])er 
Morales glaring with such a frightful expressiorf, that forgetful of his 
chains, I whipped up horse, in the greatest consternation, over 
stones and rocks. Ho and the scene were in perfect unison. 

On leaving the woods, the path skirts along by the side of vast 
fields, and leads to the valbiy where Uruapa, the gem of Indian vil¬ 
lages, lies in tranquil beauty. It has indeed some tolerable streets 
and a few good house's, but its boast is in the Indian cottages; all 
so clean, an<l snug, and tasteful, and buripd in fruit-trees. 

1 could not help taking one hist look of' the robbere, as we entered 
this beautiful place, ivlicrc Morales at least is to be shot. It seeuied 
to me that tliey had gi-own perfectly deathlike. The poor wretches 
must l)e tired enough, having come on foot all the way from Pas- 
cuaro. 

olst.—This place is so charming, that we have determined to ])itch 
our tents in it for a few days. Our intention was to proceed twenty 
le.ague 8 farther, to see the volcano of Joriillo; but as the road is 
described to us as being entirely devoid of shade, and the heat al¬ 
most insupportable, with various other difficulties and drawbacks, 
wo hav'e been induced, tbougliwitb great regret, to abandon the un¬ 
dertaking, which it is as tantalizing to do Jis it is to reflect tJiat 3 'c.s- 
terday wc were but a short distance from a bill which is hut thirty 
leagues from the Pacific Ocean. 

In 1818, M. de Humboldt and M. Ponpland ascended to the crater 
of this burning mountain, which was formed in September, 175'.). 
Its'birth was announced by earthquakes which put to flight all the 
inhabitants of the neighbouring villages; and three months alter, a 
terrible eruption bui-st forth, which filled all the inhabitants with 
astonishmoni and terror, ami which Humboldt considers one of the 
most extraordinary physical revolutions that ever took place on the 
surface of the g^be. 

Flames issued from the eartli for the space of more than a square 
league. Masses of burning rock wore thrown to an immense height, 
and through a thick cloud of ashes, illuminated by the volcanic fire, 
the whitened crust of the earih ivas seen gradually swelling up. The 
iishes even covered the roofs of the houses at Queretaro, forty-eight 
blagues’ distance! and the rivers of San Andres and (>uitumba sank 
into the burning masses. The flames were seen from Pjiscuaro; and 
from the hills of Agua-Zurca behold the birih of this volcanic 
mountain, the burning oftsprinf of an earthquake, which, bursting 
{from the bosom of the earth, changed the whole face of the country 
for a considerable distance round. 


And now, the glee 

Of the loud hills shakes with its mountain mirth. 

As if they did n^oice o'er a young earthquake’s birtli. 

Here the earth returned that salutation, and shook, though it was 
■with fearful mirth, at the birth of the young volcano. 

Having now brought our journey to its furthest limits, I shall coii- 
■elude this letter. 
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LETTEll XLIX. 

Vruupa, ist Dccnnher. 

Ykstkroat, boin" the fcstiviil of San Andres, tlio Indians \ver<‘ all 
in fidl costurno and procession, and wc went into tlio old clniivli to 
SCO them. They wore cunyinj^ the saint in ver)" lino robes, tlu^ 
wonion bearing coloured flaic« and lighted tapere, and the nicii 
playing on violins, llutofl, and drums. All bad garlands of dowers 
to bang on the altaw; anti for tliesc lights and ornaments, anrl silk 
and tinsel robes, they save up all their money. They waro playing 
a ]irotty air, hut 1 doubt its b(*ing original. It was liot inelandioly 
and monotonous, liko the generality of Indian music, bnt had somo- 
tliing Avild and gay in it: it was prohal^ly Spanish, ^’lle organ was 
played Ijjj an Tiulian. After mass \v^^ w(‘nt up-stairs to try it, ami 
wondered how, with such misera.l>le m(*aus, he had produced any¬ 
thing like niusio. In the patio, between the curate's house and the 
elmrch, art! stniu; very brilliant large searh t flow(!i*s, which they call 
here '\f/or (fd pastor'' (the shepherd’s dowta), a beautiful kind of 
rnphitrJda; and in other idaces, ^'Jlor de norhc huena" (dower of 
(’hristmas-eve). 

2nd I)(V(‘mher.—Wc? rode, out early this morning, and passing 
through lanes bordtJietl with fruit-trees, and others eovertul with 
blossoms of extraordinary beauty, of whost; uamt s I only kmuv the 
iJoripundio, ascended into the pine wootls, fragrant ami gay with 
wild tliynio arnl bright IItnvei’s; the river falling in small cascades 
among the rocks. After riding along thest* heights for about two 
leagues, w(! arrived at the edge of a splendi'l valley of oaks. Here 
we were obliged to dismount, and to make our way on foot down 
the longest, steepest, and most slippery of y»aths. tvinding in rapid 
di'seent through the woods, with tlie prosi»/ ct of being repaid for 
om- toil by the sight of the celebrated Kails of the Sararaqiii. After 
hrjving des<‘ondcd to the foot of the oak-cov*ui'd inountain, we cauu'. 
to a great enclosure of lofty rocks, prodigious natural bulwarks, 
.through a great cavern by which the river comes thundering and 
hoiling into th(‘ valley, forming the great easead(i of the; Sararaejui, 
whi<.'h ill tlie Tarrascaii language) means su/r. It is a very fati¬ 
guing descent, but it is worth while to make the wliole journey from 
^lexieo to sec anything so wildly ^wml. Tlie falls are from iifty to 
sixty feet high, and of great volume. The rocks are covered with 
shrubs and flowers, with small jets of watei issuing from every 
crevice. 

We liad a heautifnl walk to the Magdalena, about a mile from the 
village. 'Every day we discover new' hoautii'S in the environs; ami 
one beauty we saw on entering a small rancho, whore they were 
painting fp.cara.8 at a table, while a ivoman lay in the shaking fever 
in a bed adjoining, whleh was quite consistent with the jilaee. The 
heanty was a lady, the iiroprietress of a good estate some leagues olF, 
'ivho was seated on her own trunk outside the door of the rancho. 
Sh(‘ was a beautiful woman, in her prime, the genthuneu said passr.^., 
Y’,Mrhsv'iiv4,r?,t ehjrhi^oMT' smm mav luivo been more charming still; 
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of bri.trht blue merino pantaloons! I suppose to distinpruisli himself 
from bis blanketed brethren. The island is entirely surrounded by 
a natural screen of willow and ash trees, and the village consists of 
a few scattered houses, with small cultivated patches of pjround, the 
alcalde’s house, and an old church. 

We walked, or rather climbed, all over the island, whi(;h is hilly 
and rocky, and found several great stones entirely covered with the 
ancient carvinjr. Moved by curiosity, we entered various caverns 
wdiere idols have been found, and amongst others one large cave, 
which we had no sooner groped our way into than I nearly fell down, 
suffocated by the horrible and most pestilential atmosphere). It appears 
that it is the 8lccping-]>lacc of all the bats in the island; and heaven 
forbid'tbat T should ever again enter a bat’s bed-chamber I I groped 
my way out again as fast as possible, heedless of idols and all ot her 
antiquities, seized a cigarito from the hand of the astonished prefect, 
who was wisely smoking at the imtranco, lighted it, and iikhaled the 
smoke, which seemed more fragrant than violets, after that stifling 
and most unearthly odour. 

Vallutlolid^ 0//i Doc. 

About half-past seven we left Pascuarp, which, considering that 
we had a long day’s journey before us, was scarce early enough. 

We regretted very much taking leave of the Seflora H-a, who 

has be<m so kind to us, and whom we can certainly never hope to 
see again. I observe that in these long days’ journeys we generally 
set oft' in silcncii, and sometimes ride on for hours without exchang¬ 
ing a word. Towards the middle of the day we grow more talkative, 
and .again towards evening we relapse into quiet. I suppose it is 
that in the morning wo are sleepy, and towards evening begin to 
grow tired; feeling sociable about nine o’clock, a.m. and not abl(^ lo 
talk for a longer period tlian eight or ton hours. It was about f)ar 
in the afternoon wlum w'c reached Cuincho, where we were welcomed 
Iw the damsels of the baths, whose father is now still more of an in¬ 
valid than before. It is a lonely life that these poor girls lead here, 
nor should 1 think their position a very secure one. Their poverty, 
however, is a safeguard to a certain e.xtent, and there arc few rol>- 
bors in this country in the style of Morales. Wo were tempted to 
stop bore and take a bath, in consequence of which it was dark when 
Avc set oft* ft)r Morelia. ’Phe horses, unable to see, took enormous l(juy)s 
over every little streamlet and ditch, so that we seemed to be riding 
a stecple-(^hasc in the dark. Our gowns caught upon tlie thorny 
bushes, and our journey might have been traced by the tathu-s we 
left behind us. At length we rode the wrong way, up a stony hill, 
AvhioU led us to a wi'ctched little vilLagc of about thirty huts, i‘ach 
hut having ten dogs on an average, according to the laudable cus¬ 
tom of the Indians. Out they all rushed simultaneously, yelping lil<c 
three hundred demons, biting the horses’ feet and springing round 
us. Between this canine concert, the kicking of the horses, the roar 
of a waterfall close beside us, the shouting of people telling us to 
come back, and the pitchy darkness, 1 thought we should all hav») 
gone distracted. We did, however, make our way out from amongst 
the dogs, re-descended the stony hill, the horses leaping over various 
streamhds that crossed their path, turneil into the rig ht road, and 
entered the gates of Morelia without further adventure, between nine 
and ten o’clock. 
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Morelia^ 11/A Pec. 

Wb have passed ilio last few days very ap^reeably in this beautiful 
city, seeing everything w'orthy of notice, and greatly admiring tlie 
wide and airy streets, the fine houses, tint handsome pulOie builrlings, 
hut especially the cathedral, the collegt*, and tin; thurohes. It lias 
also a fine stpuare, with broad j>iazzas occupying three of its sides, 
while the cathedral hounds it to the Ciist. Tliere is a crowded n»ai~ 
ket ill the plaza, and a fine display of fruit and vegetables. 

We liad a v»^it from the ]»ishop, S(‘fior I\»riug:il, one td’ the most 
distinguished men here, or in fact in the wliolc republic of j\b‘,\ico ; 
a iiiari of great learning, gentle and amiable in Jiis manners, and in 
bis-life a model of virtue and holiness. He was in the cabinet when 
vSanta Anna was president, concerning which cin'iimstance an amus¬ 
ing story was told us, for the correctness of widt h 1 do not voiicli, 
but the najarator, a rcspcctublo citizen Inav, leriainly believed it. 
Seiior L*ortugal ha<l gone, by appointment, to sec the president on 
some importiiiit business, and tlu;\' bad but just begun their consul¬ 
tation when ^anta Anna rose and left Lite room. 'Die minister 
waited: tin? presidentdi<l not return. 'J’lni linn* passed on, and still 
the minister continued expecting him, until at length lie inquired 
of an aide-de-camp in waiting if he eonld inform him how soon the 
president might be expected back. “1 hardly know,” said the olliccr, 
“ for his excellency has gone to visit Cola tlr plafa" (Silver tail). “ And 
who may Cola de ylata be t” said th(i minister. “ A favourite cock 
of his excellency’s, wounded this morning in a. liglit whi« h lie won, 
and to whose care lie is now pei'sonally attending 1" Tlio bisho]) 
soon after sent in his resignation. 

Accompanied hy several of onr friemls, including one of tlie canons 
of the cathedral, we visited that splimdid Imikling the second <lav af¬ 
ter our arrival. It is still wonderfully rich, notwithstjunliug that silver 
tt> the amount of tliiriy-tw'o thousand marks has bcim taken from it 
during the civil wtirs. ''riie high altar is dazzling wilii gold and 
silver ; the railing which haids from it to the ^ lioir is of pure silver, 
with pillars of the same metal; the two pulpits, with their stairs, are 
also covered with silver; and the general ornaments, tliongli nume¬ 
rous and rich, are disjiosed with good taste, aic Icept in good order, 
3 iml have nothing tawdry or loaded in thcii gt'nr.ral elk'ct. 'flic 
tdioir itself is extremely beautiful ; so also is the carved scvcmi before 
the organ, the doors of tlu^ first being of solid silver, and those of the 
()thi;r of vichly-ciirved wood. There arc also an iinim nsi' silver font 
and superb lamps of silver. We ]»aiticularly admired some fine 
paintings, chiefly by Cabrera, and especially a Madonna and child, 
in which there is that most divine expression in the face of tlie 
Virgin, tlie blending of maternal love with awe fur the divinity of the 
child. Four of these paintings, it is said, were sent henj by a Sj)anisli 
king, as far back as Philip II.. 'J'liese four are colossal in sizi‘, aiid 
arc lirn ly painted, but little cared for or appreciated, and placed in 
a bad light. 

The siimc evening we visited a lady who possesses a most singular 
and curious collection of works in wax; and, inon* rxlraonlinary 
still, they are all jier own worknuinsliip. Kvery fruit an<l t very ve¬ 
getable production is represented by her with a rnlelit> ^^hicll makes 
it impossible to distinguish bctw<^*n her imitations and the works of 
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nature?. Plates with bread, radishes, and fish; dislies of fowls, and 
ehil^, and o^gs; baskets full of the most delicious-lookinj^ fruit; let¬ 
tuces, beaus, carrots, tomatoes, &c.; all are copied with the most 
extraordinary exactness. Hut lier figures show much greater talent. 
There are groups for which an amateur might offer any price, could 
she be prevailed upon to offer these masterpieces for wile. There is 
a Poblana jieasaut on homeback before a ranchero, lookiiig bade at 
him with the most coquettish expression; her dress perfection, from 
the straw hat that half shades her features to the beautiful little ankle 
and foot in the white satin shoe, the short embroidered petticoat, and 
the rehozo thrown over one shoulder; a handsome Indian, selling 
pulque and brandy in her little shop, with every variety of liquor 
temptingly displayed in rows of shining bottles, to her customers; the 
grouping and colouring perfect, and tlio whole interior arrangement 
of the shop imitated with the most perfect exactness. Tlujre is also 
a horrid representiition, frightfully correct, of a dead body iu a state 
of corruption, which it makes one sick to look at, and which it is 
inconceivable that any one can have had pleasure in executing. In 
short, there is scarcely anything in nature upon which her talent has 
not exercised itself. 

Yc.sterday we visited the 8eminario, or college, a fine spacious old 
building, kept in good repair. The rector conducted us over the 
whole establishment. There is a small, w'cll-choscn library, contain¬ 
ing all the most classic works in Spanish, Oerman, French, and 
Eiiglisli; and a larger library, c<jiitaining Greek and Latin authors, 
theological works, &c. a large ball, with chemical and other scientific 
apparatus, and a small chapel where thc'rc is a beautiful piece of 
sculpture in wood: the “San Tcidro,” by a young maii, a native of 
Valladolid, so exquisitely wrought tiuit one cannot but regret that 
such a genius should be buried here; should not at least have the 
advantage of some years’ study iu Italy, where he might become a 
second Canova. 

I ought not to omit, in talking of the natural productions of 
Valladolid, to mention that it is famous for fleas. \Vc had been 
alarmed by the miraculous stories related to us of these vivacious 
animals, and were rejoiced to fliid onrsedves in. a hous(3 froni which, 
by dint of extreme care, they are banished. But in tlic iiuis and in¬ 
ferior houses they arc said to he a ]KTfect p(;stilcnce, sometimes 
literally walking away witli a piece of matting upon tlie floor, and 
covering the w'alls in myriads. The nuns, it is said, are or were in 
the habit of liarucssing them to little carriages, and of showing 
them off by other ingenious devices. 

Wo rode out iu the evening to meet our friends from Uruapa, who 
were expected to arrive yesterday; I upon a very formidahle anti 
handsome cavahy-horse, rather above his work, which some exx)ected 
to run away, and others to throw me off, and which might havtj 
done both, but, being a noble creature, ditl neither. We did not 
meet our friends, who, having been dtdayed on the road, only ar¬ 
rived this evening. We. have, therefore, decided to remain here 
till to-morrow afternoon, when wc shall continue our journey liomc- 
wards by San Bartolo. 
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LETTER U 

Anf/anffiuo, ILA. 

After taking leave of all our hospitable friends in Morelia, wc set 
off, in the afternoon, and had a delightftil ride to San Baiiolo. 
.Fortunately the following day (Sunday) that of the Virgin of 
Guadalupe, on*, of the greatest festivals luire: so ihat we had a!\ 0 }>- 
portnnity of se<iing all the people from the ditferent villages, who 
arrived in the court-yard by daybreak, and held a market in front 
of the hacienda. Various were the articles for sale, and picturesque 
the dresses of the sellers. From cak<?s, cM/a, ato/r, and ground nuts, 
to and bead rosaries, nothing was »»initted. Jii one. part of 

the inarkefflie sturdy raneheros were drinkingjoT^Ayw and devour¬ 
ing hot cakes; in another, little boys were bai’gaining for nuts and 
bananas; countrywomen were offering low prices for .smart ; 
an Indiiin woman was recommending a eomh. with every term of 
endearment, to a young country-girl, who sei'ined ])crfectly igno¬ 
rant of its use, assuring her eustonier that it was an ii4sti*ument for 
nnrav(‘lling the hair, and making it beautiful and shining, and en¬ 
forcing her argument by combing tlirough wmie of the giiTs tangled 
locks. 

llefore breakffist wo w'cnt to mass in the large, ehaptd of the 
hacienda. We and the family went to the choir; and the body of 
the chapel was tilled with raneheros and their wives. It is impos- 
sihlo to see anywhere a finer race of men than these raneheros; 
tall, strong, and well madt;, witli their embroidered shirts, ouarae 
m'apes, and dark-blue pantaloons embroidered in gold. After mass 
the marketing reeomnK‘iiced, and the rehozoa had a brisk wik. A 
iiumhcr were bought by th<; men for tlieir ^vives, or at home; 

which reminds me of a stoiy of-’s, of a i-oor Indian woman in 

tlicir \ ilhige who desired Jier husband to buy a petticoat for Jier in 
Mexico, where he was going to sell his vegetables. She particularly 
impressed upon him that she wished it to bo the f^olour of the sky, 
which at sunrise, when he was setting oft', was ol' a flaming red. He 
returned in the eve.ning, bringing, to her great indignation, a petti¬ 
coat f>f a-dusky giay, which happened to bo the colour of the sky 
when he mad<‘ his purchase. 

In the evening we rode through the fiel<is, the scjrvants and the 
young master of tlu‘ house amusing thcmselvt's as th(‘y went by the 
chasing and evlear of tlu^ bulls. They have one small, ugly, yellow- 
colourod hull, which they call tame, and which tlie mozos ride fami- 
litarly. They pemuaded me to try this novel species of riding, a 
man holding the animal’s head with a rope; hut I thought that it 
tossed its horns in a most nneoinfortable and alarming manner, and 
very s<Mm slipped off’. We stoppi d during our ride at a house where 
the proprietors make a small tiu'tuno l.jy the produce! of their nume¬ 
rous beehives; and walked along the hanks of a firui < l«air ijv(;r, 
winding through beautiful and verdant gi’oves. 

This morning% e h*ft Han Andr»‘s, and have liad a pleasant ride, 
in spite <ff’ a hard-trotting horse which fell to iny lot. It is impos¬ 
sible to conceive jnore beautiful sc^encry than that wdiich we i»assed 
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througli to-day. Some of the Jiills have a singular formation, ijach 
large hill appearing composed of a variety of smaller ones, of a 
pyramidal shape. We rode through Taximaraoa without stopping, 
and breakfasted at a rancho, where the whole family were (exceed¬ 
ingly handsome. The ranchero himself was a model for a fine- 
looking farmer, hospitable and w'ell-bred; knowing his place, yet 
without any servility. The raucherita, who was engaged in tlie 
kitchen, was so lian<lsome that we made every possible excuse fur 
going to look at her. 

About four o’clock we once more crossed the' hills, and came 
down upon the plains by which we left Angangueo; and passed 
over a river as red as blood, tbat’looked as if hostile armies had 
been engaged in fierce combat by its hanks, and their bodies ivdled 
in the tide. This ensanguined hue is, however, caused, not by war¬ 
like steel, but by peaceful copper; not peaceful in its elFects, by-the- 
way, at this moment; for the whole country, more or lessfis in com¬ 
motion on the subject of copper coin. 

You must know that, sojne few years ago, the value of coj^per was 
suddenly reduced by law to oiie-half, causing a great loss to all, but 
much distress to the poor. The intrinsic value of the coj)per, liow- 
ever, bore so little relation to the value given to it, that it was a very 
productive business to counteifeit it, of which many uupriiicipled 
individuals availed themsc'lves to such an extent, that it had almost 
become an openly-exercised branch of industry all through the re¬ 
public. 

. When Santa Anna became provisional president, he ordered that 
all the copper coin, whoso currency was now reduced to six or eight 
per cent. IxjIow par, should he given in to certain deposits which he 
named, promising to repay it in genuine coin of rcid vidue. lUit 
this naturally caused a still greatc-r depreciation, bringing it down 
08 low as sixty i)er cent.; and still greater discontent, tlnj people 
having little faith in the jwomise, ami, in fact, the payment could 
not be made at tlio appointed time, because there were not suffi¬ 
cient coining machines; and as the few new cents that did circu¬ 
late were said not to contain their real value, the distress became 
greater than ever. The mercliants refused to receive copper, and 
there was no silver or small change. In the mean time, in many of 
the large haciendas, the proprietoi-s have given checpies to the work¬ 
men, with which they have been able to uuy what they reiiuired at 
the shops which are attached to these haciendas. 

Toluca, VMh. 

The next day we visited the works, which arc like all others, ex¬ 
cepting that here they do not use quicksilver to extract the silver 
from the lead, hut do so by the process of oxidation, by the mtiaiis 
of a reverberatory furnace. The people geiicrallj' have an unhealthy 
appearance, as nearly all have who arc engaged in thesis works: the 
air being loaded with particles of metaL After visiting the mills and 
the 8 he(& where the process of oxidation is earned on, and admiring 
the metallic riches of tjiesc mountains, we left the hot and poisoned 
atmosphere, and walked up the mountains, which are clotlajd with 
a hardy vegetation, with every noble tree and flow#ing shrub; and 
pursued our course till we tamo to a line ^vatcrfall, wliich iiliingos 
from a great height over the gigantic rocks. 
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The scenery liere is nuie and wild. The screat ro(;ks arc covered 
with liiirdy trees: the pine, the cedar, the oak, and the flowering 
laurel. river, after dashing down in this nehle easi-ade, runs 

brawling amongst the. forest-clothed hjfls, till it n^aelies the plains 
and flows on placidly. Wc spent fin agreeable day, wandering 
amongst the mountains; and when we returned sat on'the. piazxa to 
watch th(‘ moon as her broad disc ro.s(‘ over the valley, and the tierce 
blue lights tlnit nTade her mild lirf*s grow' pale. 

Don Carlos Heimbiirger, IjiT. and Madame B-, &c. accomi>anicd 

ns for seven h agues, all througli the w'oods. VVe had a delightful 
ride; the day w'as cool and cloudy, and wc were, besides, con.'^tantly 
shaded by the noble forest trees. But av(‘ ha<l not retiebed T;as Milbis 
before the sky was overeast, the clouds becaiiu* black and gloomy, 
and at length broke ont in rain. 

We arrived at K1 Pilar tired and drenched, find greatly in need of 
the hospitalfle reception which was given to u> by its mistress. 

1"lie foJJmving naming Ave S(*t off early for lia (labia, finding some 
regret that our journey was drawing to a elosi*. Hoini* of us, who 
rode in front, foifVid onrselves surrounded •)}' si'voral siispieious-look- 
ing, Avell-armed men on borsehaek, avIio. under jnvtenoe of asking 
some (jnestions, rode A^ery close to us, and tlu n stojiped and facerl 
round on their horses; but there w'jis no d:inger. our escort being at 
a short ilistaiiee, ainl wdion they obs(*rved its a]»])roaeh, they hc'stowed 
no further attention upon us. Dou Xavior Heeliavarria had retuni(*d 
to Mexico, hut Ave were eorillally w'eleoini'd l>y his hrother-iu-law, 
Don My,iniel (Jovospe, and so kindly pressed lo remain some days, 
that nothing but our limited time w’ould hav(‘ indM<*ed us to set olf 
next morning for Toluca. Dent avc arrived last night, baA'ing per¬ 
formed our journey by a different and more agretjable road ibaii that 
of th(^ “three ljuiidred barrancas." Wc entered 'roliica by jnoon- 
light, and found that resi)(;ctal)le city all in eonimf»tio)i on the sub¬ 
ject of cop[)cr; presimtiuL'- a very different aKpeet from the quiet and 
conventual ^lir of repost; wliieb distinguished it little nioiv; than a 
Tuontb iigo. 

AVe are spending a A'crv tiresoim; day in tin* inn, Avhieb, hoAvever, 
is a more decent pia<;o, and l>elf>ngs to fi better line of coaches than 
the other. Wc liave b(;cn enlivened by several visits amongst others, 
from the eommaiidant, and from an aide-«le-canip of (Icneral Valen¬ 
cia’s. For the. first time since avc left it, w'e have miw's from Mexico. 
Santa Anna, diUon^ is now dictator, or king, in all hnt the name; 
affcA’ting move tluin royal j^oinp, yet endeavouring by his affability 
to render himself popular. Above all, be has mad(; know'ii his do 
terminatum of not seizing an inch of ground belonging to the clergy: 
which seizure of church property was the favouiite. idea of Paredes 
and the jyrogreMstas. This resolution he has not printed, probably in 
order not to disgust that party; but his personal declaration lo the 
archbishop and the padr(*s of tlie Profesa, and in a letter to the bishop 
of Puebla, is, that he will not only leave their property untouehed,. 
but that, were he out of poAvor, he would draw his sword in their de¬ 
fence ; for that, good or had, he is a sincere (latholir. This has done 
much to re-establish him in the good opinion of the clergy, and it is 
said that in eveiy convent in Mexico, monks and nuns arc now 
Avearying HeavA Avith prayers in his b(;half. In short, the con¬ 
querors and the conquered, those of the Progress, and those of the 
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Dictatorship, seem all, barring a few noble exceptions, actuated by 
oiao motive->rpersonal interest. 

* Mean while the master of the house pivstmts liiiiigK'lf with a dis- 
tuarbed and gloomy countei^nce, and doubts much whether we can 
have any dinner to-day, because no one will sell anything, either for 
copjyer or silver; moreover hints darkly that they (ixpeet a coppi'r 
pronunciamicnto to-morrow, and observes that the shops are shut up. 

20th.—^'rhis morning, the Itring of sipiibs, the locating of drums, 
the shouting and confusion in the streets, announced that the raga¬ 
muffin population of Toluca hail turntHi out; and going to the Iml- 
cony, I very nearly receive<l the salutation of 

A Sky- 

Rocket in my eye. 

Ordei-s have been given out hy the alcalde, tliat copper sliall he re¬ 
ceived in payment by the merchants, some of whom have doelare<l 
tlicy will only receive silver. A large, mob has collectcir before tlu; 
alcalde’s door, with shouts of “Viva la plata!*Muerta al cobre!’’^ 
(.Long live silver! Death to copper!) apostrophizing those usefuf 
metals as if they were two gt^nerals. 

The mei'chants have issued a declaration, that duihig three days 
only, they will sell their goods for copper (of course at tin immense 
advantage to themselves). The Indians and the poorer classes are 
now rushing to the shops, anti buying goods, receiving iii return for 
their copper about half its value. If Santa Anna keeps his word, 
the putriotism of the merchants will be rewaixled. 

C-^n has just had a visit from one of the niorcbants, who wislics 

Jiiw conduct to be represented in a pi-oper light in Mexico. 

Mexico, 2"Znd. 

With much joy we stepped into the diligence early yesterday morn¬ 
ing, accompanied hy the commandant of Tohuia, and retraced our 
road- to Mexico; for though Toluca is a tine city, with clean, airy 
houses, wi<le, well-paved streets, and piciurestpic in its situation, 
there is something sad and deserted in its appearance, an air of stag¬ 
nation that weighs upon the spirits; and tlu^ specimens we have seen 
of its lower orders are not inviting. We had rather an agreeable 
journey, as the day was cool, and we had the diligence to ourselves. 

28th December.—Another old year about to chime in! Aiiotlier 
Cliiistmas post away! But during these last few days it has been 
all in vain to attempt finishing my letter, between making arrange¬ 
ments for our journey, receiving and returning visits, going to the 
opera, and seeing and revisiting all that wc had left unseen or wished 
to see again before leaving this. People seem determined that wc 
shall regret them, and load us with kindness an<l attentions, tbo more 
flattering that now at least they are entirely porsoniiJ, and cannot 
proceed from any interested motive. We have reason to think thcim 
both steady ami sinciirc in their friendship. 

The chief difficulty we have in arranging our affairs liere consists 
in the perfect impossibility of persuading any tradesman to keep his 
wonl. They name the day, the hour the minute, at wliieh they are 
to*be with you, or at which certain goods are to he sent t<^ you. ’lliey 
are affronted if you doubt their punctuality, and the probability is, 
you never hear of them or their goods again. If they are not exact 
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lor their own interest, they will not be so for yours; jiml although 
we Jiavc hud IrecjUfnt i)roofs of tliis careh^ssiicss, we are partienlarly* 
annoyed by it now that wc are within a few days of our departure. 
During our residence here w(^ Imve ha<l little to do witli tdiups and 
sliopkeepers, having found it more conv<‘iiient and economical to 
send to faris, or oven to the United States, for all artieh s of dress. 
Now, though everytliing must still lio eornparativclv dear, ilic hml 
limes have caused a great reduction in prices; and dear as all goods 
are, they would be still dearer were it not lor the quantity that is 
smuggled into tlie repnblie. 'riiore, are an amazing number of 
Ifreneh shopkvepers: Ifreneh tailors, batters, sljoemakers, ai'othe- 
earicfi, &c.; but es])ecially Fn iu-h m<ulis1('s and j}€rru(jitiers. 'I'lie 
charges of tlie former are exorbitant; the latter are little employed 
except by gentlemen. 'Inhere arc also man} Spanish shui)s, some 
German, and a ftuv Knglish; but I think the Frcjich preponderate. 

We went some time ago to see the M«)nle l‘io, which is umicv tlu‘ 
auspices dl* Schor T^igle; and il is mclam luyly cmuigji to see the 
profusion of tin<? diamonds and ])carls that an^ displayed in thesi' 

' larg(^ halls. After a certain time nas t'hijjsed witlioiit their Ixiing re- 
dtHUiied, tlu! j)l(‘dged articles are s<*ld; g(»!d and silver, Ijj \vJiat(‘V<‘r 
form, by the weight, hut Jewels for their inlrinsic value. Tiicre is a 
stile once a-week. Wc were sliow'ji imvatcly the jewads of llie Virgen 
de los Jlcmedios, which tire very suiterb. 

'I'hcve is a small theatre lat«-!} eslablislmd, called the Theatre of 
New' Mexico, where tlicre is a Spanisii c»>mpany, Die same whom we 
saw tivo yearn ago in Vera Cruz. They are oiawing away various 
persons from the jirincipal Ihcatn*. rheir ohjei.t Kcems to be to make 
people laugh, amt they siuroed. On Oliristmas Eve we Aveiit there 
lo see the yractoso (harlequin) in a woman’s dress, dance an 

old Spanisii dance accoinpauied with singing. Tley introduced 
some tiiipropriatc lines concerning the late troubles about th<‘ coj^per^ 
which were received with great {qiplause. .lust as they w'crc con- 
cbuling the Irijnlii a young gcutlciiian in liie ]>ii, 1 do not know 
whether Mexican or Spt'inish, rose, and wa\ .e..: his band afUw tin: 
niunncrof a man about to inak(‘ an addres... and requesting atten¬ 
tion, kindly favoured the audience with some verses of his own, 
ivhicli were received with great good-nature; the actors bowing to 
liiiii, and the pit applauding him. It seemed to tne a i urious piece 
of philanthrofiy on his part. 

1 must now conclude my last letter wTitU'n from this pla<*o, for we 
arc surrounded by visitors, day and night; and, to say the trutli, 
fec-r that it is otily the prospect of returning to tuir family wbich can 
comiterbalaiu’c tbc unfeigiu:d regret we feel at liiaving our friends 
in Mexico. My next letter will most probably be lUited from Vera. 
Cruz. 


LEl’TER LI. 

Vera Cruz, d/A January^ 1812. 

Havino conchided our niTangcments for leaving Mexico on the 2nd 
Jamwiiy, wm determined, as the diligence started long belorc day¬ 
break, not to^ttempt takhig any vest that night. We went out 
early, and took leave of the Iwwagcr Marquesa de Vivanco, who was 
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confined to the house hy illness, and whose kindness to us has been 
unromittin«f ever since our arrival. 

About eight o’clock, accompanied even to the door of the carriage 
hy a numher of ladies who were with us to the last, and amongst 

whom were P-a C -^a and L-z E-n, we broke short all 

these sad partings, and, with the A-s and the family of the 

French minister, sot off for the Theatre of New Mexico. 1 can ima¬ 
gine your surprise at such a finale^ hut it was the only moans loft us 
of finishing a painful scone, and of hoguiling the weary hours yet 
remaining before the diligence started; for it was in vain to think 
of rest or sleep that night. The theatre was very crowded, tlie play 
an amusing piece! of (liablcrin, called the de Cobra'* (the Goat’s 

Foot), badly got up, of course, as its eflcct depends upon scenery and 
machinery. I believe it Wt'is very entertaining, but I cannot say w<‘, 
felt inclined to enter into the sjnrit of it. Tlie family of General 

V-a were there, and, this being the day of a great diplomatic 

dinner givtm by Santa Anna, various ofiicci*s and diplmfilites came 
.in late and in fuU dvtiss. I was informed by one of the company, 
that six colonels stood the whole time of dinner behind his excel¬ 
lency’s chair! From the theatre, wliich concluded about one, wt; 

drove to the house of the-minister, where we spent a very grave 

half-hour, ami then returned home with a very s[)lendid hriocha, of 

generous ju’oportions, which Madame la Baronne de-laid kindly 

prepared for i»ur jourm;}". 

Arrived at the A-s’, we sat down to supper, and never was 

there a sadder meal than this, when for the last time we sat at Ukj 
hospitable board of these our earliest and latest Mexican friends. Wo 
were thankful wh(‘n it was all over and wo luid taken leave, and 
when, accompanied to tluj inn by Setior A-d and other gentle¬ 

men, we found ourselves fairly lodged in tluj diligence, on a dark and 
rather cold morning, sad, sleepy, and shivering. All IMexico was 
asleep when w e drove out of tlie gates. The very houses seeme<l 
sunk in slumber. So terminated our last Mexican New Year’s 
Day. 

When yrc reached thc^ (unineiice from w^hich is the last view of 
the valley, tlie first dawm of day w^as just breaking over the dis¬ 
tant city, the wdlit(^ summits of tlie volcanoes were still enveloped 
in mist, and the lake was vt;ilcd by low eloiuls of va])our tliat rose 
slow'ly from its surface. And this w'as our last glimpse of Mexico! 

The diligence is now on a new and most latiguing plan of travel¬ 
ling night and day, after leaving Puebla; so that, starting from 
Mexico at four o’clock on thi‘, morning of the 2nd Jaifuary, it arrives 
in Vera (h*uz early on the morning of the fith, saving a few Jiours, 
and nearly killing the travellers. The government had granted us 
escorts for the whole journey, now more than ever necessary. It was 
five in the afba-noon wdieii w^e reached Puebla, and we set off again 
by dawn the next morning. 

We had just left the gates, and our escort, wdiich had ridden for¬ 
ward, was concealed by some rising ground, when, by the faint light, 
w^e perceived some half-dozen mounted cavaliers making stealthily 
Tip to us across the fields. Their’approach was first discerned by a. 
Spanish lady who was with us, and who was travelling with strings 
of pearls and valuable diamonds concealed about heif person, which 
made her peculiarly sliarp-sightcd on the occasion. ^^Ladroms!" said 
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she, and every one repeated ^^Ladroms!” in different intonations. 
I’liey rode across the fields, came up pretty clos<» to the diligence, and 
reconnoitred ns. I was too sleepy to he frightened, and reconnoi¬ 
tred them in return with only one v.yy. open, 'riic eoaehman whipped 
up his horses, the csc*oit came in sight, and the gcntleuicn struck 
into the fields again. The whole passeil in a ininulc or two Tho 
soldiers of the escort came riding buck to the diligence; and the 
caj)taiii, galloping up to the window, gave liimself gi’eat credit for 
having “frightened away the robbers." 

We arrived at Perote when it Avas nearly dusk, supped, and started 
again at eleven o'clock at night. We jiussed a horrible niglit in the 
diligence, and were thankful when daybrttak showed us the beauti¬ 
ful environs of Jalapa. It is singular that on a seciuid imj)reSBion, 
returning by this road, the houses appear handsomer than they did 
before, and nature less beautiful. I coik hide tliat this is to bt^ ae- 
cofmted for simidy from the t ircumslam e of tli<^ eye having become 
acciistoTfied both to the. works of nature and of man, whieli charac¬ 
terise this country. The houses, which at linst a])peared gloomy, 
largo, and comfortless, habit lias leconeilcd us to, and e.xptu'ieiK’c has 
taiiglit us that they are jirecisely suiteil lo this climate of pci])etiuil 
spring, 'file landscape, with its eternal jh)W(us and verdure, no 
longer astonishes and bewilders us, as when first, arrived from a 
country where, at that season, all natuie lii'S lunied in snow, lie- 
sides, in our last journey tliioujrh Miclioacan, we have passed among 
sctuies even more striking am I beautiful Ihau tliesc, '.riien tlui dresses, • 
wliicli at first a])p<‘arcd so romantic—the high, Idoorish-lookiiig 
saddle, the gold-mnbroidered mmufa, tin* large hat, shading the 
swarthy faces of the men, llic coloured jietticoat and nAeio, and long 
black bair of the wonien, though still picrur(*s<pu—lia.v<“ no loiigiu- 
the charm of novelty, a-ml do not attract our attention. 'Flic winter 
i^lso lias Ixicn unusually severe for Mexii o, and soim; slight frosts 
have caused the fiowers of this natural garden to fade; and, besides 
all this, we were tired, and slei“py, and Jolti d. anil knew that we had 
but an hour or two to remain, and had anotber dav uiid night of 
purgatory in prospect. 

Still, as we passed along the shady lanes, amongst the dark chiri- 
moyas, the green-leaved liananas, and all the variety of hcaiitiful 
tre(‘s, entwined with tlniir graceful eri^epers, we wi*re forced lo con¬ 
fess that winter has little, pow er over these fertile regions, and tliat 
in spite of the leveller, habit, such a landscape can never be passed 
through with indifference. 

Arrived at Jalapa, wi* refreshed ourselves with the luxury of a 
hath, having to pass throngb half tjie city before we riaiehed tin*, 
bathing establishment, from which there is the most beautiful view 
of wood, water, and mountain, that it is possible to behold. The baths 
are tlie property of a lady who lias a cotton factory and a good house 
in the city; and fortunate she is in possessing a suffieieiit jiortioii of 
worldly goods, since, as slie informed us, she is the iiiidbcr of tw enty 
children! She herself, in appearance, was little more than thirty. 
Wo then returned to breakfast, and shortly after left Jalapa. 

0th —'Wii have just liad a visit from General Uustameiite, who, with 
his aide-de-camp, a son of General Calderon (formerly governor of 
Jalapa), inteAls shortly to sail in the “Jason” for Havana. Wo hav.e 
also had a visit from the comiiiauder of that vessel. Captain Puente,.. 
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who succeeded our friend Captain E-^a; and who has been kindly 

endeavouring to make arrangements tor taking us also, not liaving 
before been aware of our intention of leaving Vera Cmz at this 
period. But although we should have much ideasure in returning 
by the vessel that brought us, wo fear that, witliout putting the 
otficers to great inconvenience, it will he impossible f6r tlujin to a(;- 
commodate so many, for we know the carte du pni/s. It is tliercfore 
I^obable that we shall go by the English packet, which sails on the 
eighth, hut unfortunately goes round by 'J’ampieo: not very agreeable 
at this season. 

7th.—We went to the theatre last evening. In the Ix^xos there 
were only a lady and gentleman besides our party. The pit, how¬ 
ever, was full; hut there arc no good Jictors at present >\'’e havtj 
been walking about to-day, notwithstanding the heat, purchasing 
some necessaiy. articles from J’Ycnch modistes and Erencli perfunitirs, 
most of whom, having got over the fever, are now very well satisluMl 
to remain here and make their fortune. Wc afterwards walkt^l down 
to the Mole, and saw the pleasantest siglit that has met our eytrs 
since wc left Mexico—tlu* sea covered with ships. It was refreshing 
to look again on the tlark-blue waves, after so long an absiiiiee from 

them. Commmiore-, of Mexico, wh«j was present, pointed out 

the “Jason," and the “Tyrian," Captain Griffin, lying out in the 
harbour, and strongly reoomimmded ns to go in the latter, as did the 
English consul, with prop<ir patriotism. We have rc*questeil liirn to 
take our berths when he goes to visit the captain on Ix^ard this 
evening. 

Our next letters will bo written either at soa or from 'j’ampico. 


LETTER Lll. 

On hoard Jl. B. M. Vaclcet '‘'‘Tyrian^' 15/7/. 
On the 8th, having, taken leave of the familj' of our friend Senor 
Velasco, and of General Bustamcinte, whom we hope to st;e again in 
Havana, we went out in a little boat, accompanied as far as the 
packet by several gentlemen, and in a short time wen; standing on 
deck, looking our last at VeratJruz and its san^lbanks, and sopilotes, 
and frowning castle, as the shores gradually re:;eded from our view, 
while the “'ryrian" wfis making the best of her time to get clear of 
reefs and roeks, before tlu; arrival of the norther. We njgretted to 
find, that instead of being one of the now line of English packets, 
the “Tyrian" was the last of the old line; small, ancient, and ineom- 
modioug, and destined to be paid otf on her return to England. 
Captain Griffin, the commander, who looks like an excellent, gentle¬ 
manly mail, is in wretched health, and in a state of acute siil firing. 
There were no passengers Imt ourselves, and a young Mexican, guilt¬ 
less of any acquaintance with salt water, up to this date. 

The very next morning out burst the norther, and with loud howl¬ 
ing swept over the ocean, which rose and tossed to meet the coming 
storm. Surely no wind ever had a voice Sf) wildly mournful. How 
the good ship rolled, and groanetl, and creaked, and straiA(;d her old 
timber joints! What rocking, thumping, taUing, bun^lrig of heads 
at the low entry of the cabin! Water tailing into bertlis, people 
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rolling out of tlicm. What fierce music at nip;ht, as the wind, like a 
fiiiieral dir^e, swept over the ocean, tlie rain liilling in torrents, and 
the sky covered witli one dark, lugnhjious pall! And liow lonely 
our sliip seemed on tljc worUl of wattu's! 

Ihit the ne.\t day, the stonn waxed fiercer still, arul the night was 
worse than the day. 1’he waves that dashed over tin? deck niadt; 
their way into the cabin. At one time we thought llu* sliip had 
struck, and even the captain heliovi'd that a mast had fallen. It 
was only a huge wave that broke over the cUjck with a sound like 
thunder, drowning the wretehed hens and ducks, which little 
thought, when tliey left tlieii* eoinlortahle Kngiish ponlli v-yasd, that 
they were destiueii to drowmsl oil 'I'ampieo, and dveii’ching the 
men. Our little lamp, aftf;r swinging to and fro for some time, went 
out, ainl left the c abin in darkness. It was, <.)f course, impossible to 
sleep, and for the Jirnt time at scmi., i < onl'ess to liaving felt afraid. 
Kach tjyie that the ship rolle.d upon side on the sl(»pe of a huge 
billow, it sc^inued impossible tlnit she eonUl ever right again, or that 
she could avoid receiving the whole contents of the next great watery 
mountain tluit earner roaring on. 

On the thirteenth the wailing «»r tin* norther grew taintca*, and 
towards night it died away. On the fourteenth it veered round, and 
the coast of Tamaiilipas appeared faintly in sight. 

This morning opened with a slight northei ; nevm'thc'less they havci 
hung out the packet tiagaiid e.isianchnr. in exjx'ctation of t he pilot- 
boat. Mean while*, all is at a .stand-stili, omnilly speaking, tbr w<; are 
rolling So that it is scarce possible to wrb,- < nMjprel»‘Usively. We 
see the sad-looking shores of Tam])ico, lojei, low, and sandy, though 
to the south stretching out into gloomy, faintly-se<‘U woods. We can 
distinguish the; distant yedlow sand and the white surf breaking 
furiously over the bar. Tin; day is gloomy, hut not cold. A slight 
rain accompanies the livdit north wind. St a-gnlls aiv dying in circles 
round the ship and skimming tin* surface of the \vav< s. 1'he imister 
l(»oks inquiticnt ami anxious, ami progiio.diear<‘S anolher week of 
northers. Vessels, they say, have been dehdmn here thirty days, 
and some even tlnt:e months! iso iiotici- i.s taken of our signal—a 
sign that the bar is impassahlc;. 

lOtli.—The ship has ioINmI ainl pitched all night, and to-day we 
remain in the same prt‘dicament. 

Tamincn^ l8//n 

Yesterday moniing the wind wa.s much ligliti r, and a pilot-boat 
came out early, in which the captain set off with Ids despatchtni; and 
we, being assurtsl that wo might cross the mninons liar in safedy, 
hired a boat for forty dollars, with ton sailors and a pilot, only too 
glad of tlie prospect of touching the solid earth, even tor one day. 
Having got into this boat and lieiiig rowixi out to the*, bar, wo found 
that' there the scsi was very high, even though the day was calm. 
The nniijcrous wrecks that have tiiken place here have; given this 
bar a decidedly had reputation. Great ]>reeantiori is ncieessarv in 
crossing it, constant sounding and calm weatlsT. It is torined by a 
line of sandhills xnidcr the water, w’host; northern point (Toss(‘S that 
to the southward, and across which there is a ])assage. the j)osition 
of which viuics with the shifting sands, so that the pilots arc chiefiy 
guided Viy tne suif. 

Perched upon a sandbank was a regiment of enormous white 
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pclicaiiR, of thoughtful and gaj?e-likc physiop^nomy, ranged in a row, 
as if to watoli how we passed the bar. Over many a drowning crew 
they have screamed their wild sea-dirge and flapped their great 
white wrings. But we crossed in safety, and in a few minutes more 
the sea and the bar wore behind us, and we were rowing up the wid(^ 
and placid river Panuco: an agreeable change. AVo stopped at the 
house of the commandant, a large, tall individual, who inarched out 
and addressed us in English, and proved to be a native of the States. 

The approach to ^''auipico is very pretty, and about two miles from 
it on the wooded shon;, in a little v(*rdant clearing, is a heautifiil 
ranchito: a small fann-houHe, white ami <'lcau, with a preity piasza. 
In this farm they keep cows and sell milk, and it looks the very 
picture of rural comfort, which Jilways comes with double (harm 
when one has hoen accustomed to the sight of the foaming surges 
and the discomforts of a tem])est-tosscd ship. Tl)e sailors call it 
“El Paso (the pass) de Doha (’ecilia;” wliich sounded delj^htfully 
romantic. Tlx* ijrojirietress, this Cecilia, who lives in such 

peaceful solitude^, surrounded by mangrove's, with no other drawback 
to her felicity but snakes and ailigators, haunted my imagination. I 
trusted she was young, and lovely, aiul lu'art-broken; a jauisive lay 
nun who had retreated from the vanities aud deceits of the world to 
this secluded spot, where sht; lived like a h<*roiric upon the produc(i 
ofher flocks, with some “neat-handed Phillis” to milk the cows and 
churn the butter, while slie sat rapt in contemplation of the star.< 
above or the snakes below. It was not till after our arrival at 1’ain])i(io 
that TJmd the mortification to discover that the interesting (T(.*ature, 
the ehanuingreelusci, is seventy-eight, and has just buried liei seveiitl> 
husband! I aee<*.pt th(,* account doublingly, but hencefortli shall 
endeavour to pictim^ her to my mind as an ancient enchantress, 
dwelling amongst s{;rpents, ami making lier venomous eliarms of 

Add(*r*.s fork, and Wind worm’s sting, 

Lixjird’s leg, and owlet’s wing. 

As you approacli Tampico, the first houses that meet the eye have 
the effect of a nuinbcr of coloured haridboxes, some blue, some white, 
whicli a party of tired millinei*s have laid down amongst tlie rushes. 
On leaving ti»c boat and walking through the town, thcuigli there 
are some solid stone dwellings, 1 could have fancied myself in a New 
England village: neat “shingle palaces,” with piazzas and pillars, 
nothing Spanish, and upon the whole an air of cleanness and cliecr- 
fulness astonisliing to me, wlio Iiad fancied Tampico an earthly 
piirgatoT}’. We afterwards hoard that th(*so houst's were actually 
inacle in the United States and sent out here. There arc some good- 
looking storcn; and though there is certainly little unifonnity in the 
architecture of the houses, yet, considering the city was built only 
sixti'en ago, I considcT it a slandered jdace. In 1825 tliere 

were but a few' Indian huts here, and any little cf)mnjcrcc there wtiK 
concentrated itself in Pu(,*hlo Viejo, which stands on the shores of a 
lake, some miles off. AVo were taken to the house of the Spanish 
consul, a fine, airy, stone building, with a gay view from the windows: 
the very first house that was built in the place. 

(Xur captain, w'ho has paid us a visit this evening, with several 
Englishmen, expects to get off to-morrow. A¥e stayed at home in 
the morning on account of the heat, and wrote letters; but in tlic 
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afternoon Ve made the most of our time, walking about the city, in 
which there is not much to sec. There are many comfortable¬ 
looking large liouses, geiieially built according to tlie customs of the 
country whereof the proprietor is a native. Were it not for the bar, 
which is a terrible obstacle, not only from the dangei- in enwsing it| 
but from the detention that it causes, %esscls having Ihvu stoj^Jicd 
outside for months, Tampico would bc(ome a most tiourislitug port. 
IJcsidcs that the deptli of wat<‘r can permit vessels of Imideu to 
anchor near the town, thiu-e is an interior navigation up the country, 
for upwards ».r forty leagues. 

Wii have just hecn bearing a curious circumstance coniualeii with 
poisonous reptiles, which I have learned for the first time. Here, 
and all along the coasts, the pi'ople arc in tin; habit of inoculating 
themselves with the poison of tin' rattlesnake', wbicli n'lideis them 
safe from the bites of all vtuionnnis animal;-!. 'I’lc- person to be ino- 
cnlatcdj^i pricked with tin; tooth of the serpent, on the toiigin*. in 
hotli arms, and on various pails of the body, aiul the xcnoiu intro¬ 
duced into the wounds. An eruption comes out, wliieh l<tsts a few 
(lays. Kver after, these i)(;rsons can handle llic most venomous 
snakes with impunity; (-‘aii make Lliem come by calJing tbem, have 
gn'at pleasure in foinlling them, and the bite of these persons is 
]>oisonous! You will not Ixdieve this; hut wt; lia\e the testimony of 
Si'veii or eight respectable iiiercbaiits to the fact. A gentleman who 
breakfasted hove this morning sa;> s that he, has been vainl}''emh'a- 
vonring to make ii]) bisniind to submit to tlie Mpeialion, ;is he is very 
much eX])osed wlierc In; livt s, and is ohliged to ini vi l a great deal on 
the coast; that when he goes cm these expeddtions, In; is always ae- 
companied by his servant, an inoculated negio, who has tin; power of 
( living him, should be In* bit, by sucking the ])oison from the vvc'und. 
Jle also saw this negro cure the bite given by an inoculated Indian 
boy to a wliitc boy with wJiom he was fighting, and mJio was the 
.stronger of the two. The stories of the easo in in-rgh rs and their 
])Ower ov(‘r rt;ptiles may' perha])S la* account'-.l foi in this way. 1 
cannot say that 1 slionJd like to liave so mai ji nature trans- 

fiiS(;d iiit(i iny composition, nor to live amongst [)eo]>J-- ivlmsc bite is 
Aciiomous. . . . 

Tifiiiiii," VMh Junaarff. 

Once more on board oiir Ihiating prison. iV lunir is < xpccted tlii.s 
evening, but at least it will now be in onr favour, and will drive us 
toivards Havana. Our Spanish friends eoneliided their corclial and 
disinterested kindness by setting off witli us by daybreak this morn¬ 
ing, in a large boat witli Sjianish colours unfurled, crossing tin; bar 
witli us, coming on board, and running no small risk in recrof^sing 
it, w'itli oveiy prospect of a norther beiore their cy'is. We stopped 
at the House of tlie “J/a/w Monslery' Hon Li'onanlo Mala, before 
(;rossiiig the bar, look up our sliclls, and had the felicity of making 
bis ae<iuaintanve. He is a colos-sal old man, almost gigantic in 
lieigbt, and a Falstalf in l.readtb; giailf in bis iiianm is y ( t with a 
certain clniusv good-nature about him. He performs rhe oince ol 
})ilot with so much exelusiveiu'ss, charging sucli fiigh lu iecs, go\ein- 
ing the men Avith so iron a sway, and arranging t A' iytiung so 
entirely' acceding to his ow n fancy, lliat ho is a compleo' sovcieigu 
in Ids ()wn sniall way; the ti/rout nf Tampico, lb* has in his weathci- 
beatcii face such a mixture of blnfiiicss and slym ss gigantic 
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person, and abrupt, half-sava^e manners, that, altoprother, Tconceive 
him to be a characJter who inipjht have btjon worthy the attention of 
Walter Scott, had he chanced to encounter him. Old and repulsive 
as he is, he has lately married a pretty younj? pjirl: a subject on 
wJiich he does not brook raillery. One amiable trait the old tyrant 
has in his character: his affection for his old mother, who is u])wards 
of ninety, and who resides at Mahon, and to whom he is constant in 
his attentions. At one time he was in the habit of sending her 
small sums of money, but lus they were frecpiently lost, he sent luu* 
five hundred dollars at onet‘ hy a safe e(»iivoyane(*. Tin* old woman, 
he said, was so frightened by seeing siieh a (juantity of money in her 
hut, that she could not sleep, and at length (‘utrusted it to a fnendy 
who carried it oft’ altogether. Siiic<^ then ho has assigned her iiftotm 
<lollars a month, upon which the obi woman lives in what she con¬ 
siders great luxury. 

We took leave of our friends an hour or two ago, but do not expect 
to set-sail till the afternoon, as they are discharging the quicksilver 
which our vessel brought, and loading tlu‘ silver which we <-aiTy 
away. Throe j'oung Englishmen came on hoard this nun’iiing, to 
see the paek(;t, and are making a disiigreeal.de visit, being perfe(.*tly 
overwhelmed by sea-sickiioss. 

8()th.—Last night arosc^ a furious norther. To-day it continues; 
hut as it is driving us towards our desin^d haven, and away from 
these, diingerous cojists, we ne^^d not eom])lsiin. As iismil on these 
occasions, I find myself alone on tlie deck, never suffering from tlie 
universal prostrator of landsmen. By way of variety, I have been 
sitting iii the cabin, hobling on to the leg of a table, and trjdng to 
read Stephens, with as miieh attention as cireuinstaneos will permit. 
All further attorn jits at v^rifunj must he flelayed! 

On the Slst the wind died away, and then blew lightly from the 
opposite (piartcr. We were about two hundred and fifty miles from 
Havana, but were then driven in the dir<*etioii of Yucatan. The 
two following days wc had contrary wind, hut charming weather. 
We studied the chart, and read, ami walked on dcsek, and played at 
draiiglits, and sat in the mrionlight. The sea Avas eox cred with 
ftying-fisl), and the “ rortngiiese men-of-Avar,” as the sailors call the 
imliipendent little nautilus, sailed coiiltunjituously past us in their 
fairy barks, as if they had been little steamers. A man fell over¬ 
board, but, the Aveather being calm, was saved immediately. We 
have been tacking about and making our Avay slowly towards Ha¬ 
vana in a zigzag line. Yesterday (‘V(‘niiig the moon rose in the form 
of a large heart, of a n^d gold colour. This morning, about four 
o’clock, a fine fresh breeze sprung up from the north-east, and we 
are going on our course at a great rate, with some hojies of anchor¬ 
ing heloAv the Moro this evening. To-day being Sunday, Ave bad 
prayer.? on deck, Avhich the. Aveather had not before^ permitted; the 
sailors all clean and attentive, as English sailors are. Last night 
they sang “ Rule Britannia,” with great enthusiasm. 

* Jfamna, Ills/. 

Last evening we once more saAv the beautiful bay of Havana, once 
more passed the Moro, and our arrival was no sooner(J;noAvn than 
the captain-general, Don Oeromino Valdes, sent his falm to bring 
us to the city, and even wished us to go to liis palace; hut Don 
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visit, camo on hoard, and kindly insisted on iakinf;i; ns to liis honse, 
wh(!rt5 we tonnd everythiiif? as cloixant and comfortable as before, and 
from whence I now write these tew' lines. 

I sluill 8t‘nd off this letter hy the tii-st opportunity, that you may 
know of our Ktfe arrival. 


i^Erriou Tffir. 

Havana^ 2,7ih Fvhrmri/, 

It has hcen A'ery ai' i eeahlc for us to return liere as private individiuds, 
anti 1o ri'ceive thr same att<‘Utions as wlien vve came in a public 
situation, Imt now with lno^<^ real friendliness. Having arrived at 
the ti:n<‘ of the carnival, wc have betm in the midst of masked halls, 
whieh ?iVe curious to see for oiue; of o]u*ras, tlinners, and every 
•species of gaiety. Ihit returning so soon, 1 sliall enter into no dc- 
tail.s. 'i’lic w«;atl)(a* is beautiful, and this liousc, situated on the bay, 
receives (‘Very si^a-hreoze as it blows. 'Phe Klssler is still attracting 
ininieiise ami eiitlmslastie eiowds, and is now daneiiig at the theatre 
of 'Paeoii, wlierc she is seen to nnieii mort* advaiitag(‘ than in the 
otlu'V. \V(‘ have been bixMkfastiiig in tlu* Inxiirions (Quintas in the 
nei,u:hbourh<.)od, driving on tin* Paseo <*v<*ry evcnijig in an <^])en vo- 
laiile, attending the opera; in short, leadiiiij: so gay a life tliatalittle 
rest ill ilu) country wall he agreea.bl<‘; and wo liave a(‘(;(;pted with 

i»leasuiv tlie invitation of Count and < ‘ouiitiw K-a to spend some 

time at Jja Angosta, one of his countiy places, a sugar and coffee 
estate. (hnn'ral Ihistaineiito arrived in the ‘Mason," a few day,s after 
us, they having sailed later. They had been very an.xious concem»- 
ing the fate of the “Tyrian," in these nortluMTi gales (»ff’ Tampico. 
Wc have received letters from oiir Mexit‘an friends, and l(‘arn, with 
great sorrow, the death of the Dow'ager Mni'ijiiesa d«‘ Vivanoo, and 

of tin* Se.fiora H-a, of basenaro; also I no manhr of a Spanish 

pliysiciaij with Avhoin w'o wen; intimately a< «jiiainted, at his distant 
hacienda. 

Lu A ttf/osfit, 1 lUk March. 

Wc have sjieiit a, nuM agreeable fortniglit at ha Angosta, and have 

also visitcil the Count and Countess V-a. intlieir ])lantati(m near 

this. (.}(*neral r>ustamerito was hon^ for a dav or lwa». l^ord Mor¬ 
peth also passed a few days with ns; so that altogether we have had 
a pleasant party. WT- iiave heon delighted with the eh'gant hospi¬ 
tality, Avithoiit (isteiitatton t>r otiijuette, wdiieli we have met with 
hell*. But Ave sliall now n;tun) .so soon that 1 sliall reserve all par¬ 
ticulars till we meet. 

On hoard (hr Steamship Medwap” 2Hfh April. 

With ;i. warning of only three hom-s, w'C eaim^on hoard this si>londid 
•Kteaiiiov, t ight days ago, after taking a hurried leavt* of our kind 
friends, at least of all tliose who are noAv in Havana; for the (kmnt 

ami Ctuiutess il(‘ K-a, and the (kmiit and Countess d(.^ V-a, arc 

still in the eoindi’y. i)on B-o II-a and his family accom¬ 

panied us t(i^tht; ship in the govornmeiit Jalua. (leneral Ihistamonte, 
with his young aide-de-camp, together Avith Hefior de Gutierrez 
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ISstra^a, and yarious other gentlemen, lj(>ariiig of our suddt'u do- 
narture, came out in boats to take leave of us. Alas! those leave- 


takings! 

We had the agreeable surprise of finding that we wore acquainted 
with all our fellow-passengers. Tliere are our particular friends tin* 

E-s, the Padre F-n, and Mr. (1-s, all from M<*xi(*o; 

M, D--S de M-8, who w’as attached to the French legation in 

Mexico, and is now returning from a mission to (‘alifornia; Afr. and 

Miss-, of Boston, &c. We came on hoard on the eveniiig of 

the twentieth, hut did not leave the harhonr till the morning of the 
twenty-first. The day was he.auiifiil, and as we ])asse<l out av(‘ could 
dtetioguisli the waving of many handkcn*hiefs from the balconies. 
In this floating palace, with lavgi* aiv)' bertha, a heautiful cabin, an 
appreeablc society, hooks, a haml of music, ices, &c.—not to mention 
that important point, an ex(*(*llent and good-h(*avted ca])taiii—we 
have passed our time as pleasantly a.s if wc Avcrc in the most splendid 
hotel: 


On the twenty-third w(‘ went (Hit in a little boat, in the middb* of 
the night, to Nassau, in New Providence, to buy some of those beau- 
fill specimens of sbell-flowens for Avhieli tliat i»lac(* is celebmted. 
set off again at three in the morning of the tw(*nty-fouith, on aaIiIlIi 
day, being Sunday, W(' had prayers on l)oard. The Aveather was 
beautiful, and, even Avitli a contrary wind, tlie “McdAAa}" Aveiit 
steaming on her course at the rate of nine knots an hour. 

On the twenty.fifth yrc lay off Pavannali. A pilot came on hoard, 
and AVC .went up the river in a boat to the city, where Ave passed an 
a^eeable day, and in the evening returned to the ship. CvoAvds of 
from Savannah went out to sec* the steamer. The n(‘\t day 
‘We oast anchor off Charleston, and again a pihit came on hoaid; but 
day was stormy and gloomy, and only two of the passengers w cut 

'shore. We have now had several da>s of bad weather, w ind and 
7l!ain, and one night a storm of thund(»r and lightning; yet doAvii in 
'the cabin there is scarcely any motion, and avc haix* been sitting 
reading and writing as quietly as if wc Avere in our own rooms. 
After two }car8 and a-half of sj)iiiig and summer, avc led the cold 
very much. 

29th.—^We are uoav passing tlie Narrows. Once more tlie green 
shores of Staten Island appear in sight. We l**ft them tAvo y(‘ars 
and six months ago, just as Winter was ])reparing to throAv his Avhite 
liflMioud over the dolphin hues of the dying Autumn; t])e Aveather 
'l^my and tearful. Now the shores are covered wit!) the vegetation 
of Spring^ and the gras« is as green as emeralds. I shall Avritt* no 
for we must arrive to-day, and I shall be the hearer of my 
own despatches. 

The day is bright and beautiful. The band is playing its gayest 
.fdrs. A little boat is coming from tlie Quarantine. In :i few 
minutes more we ffiiall he Qt home! 


THE Exn. 






